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Column Block Installation Options 
It is important, when installing free-standing columns that are independent of a retaining wall, that the foundation 

soils are properly prepared and compacted to achieve the required bearing capacity. Additionally, in areas that are 

susceptible to freeze thaw cycles it may be required to excavate to a depth beyond the frost line and backfill with 

concrete and/or a non-frost susceptible material.  

 

Column Block with Fence Rails 

 

 

Column Cap 

Column Block for 
Fence Rail —End 

Half Top Block (Left Step Down) Top Block  Half Top Block (Right Step Down) 

Size of Fence Rail Opening 

Rail: Wood, Concrete or Plastic 
 2.5-inch max width 
 4 to 8-inch height 
 8-foot 6-inch or 6-foot 6-inch typical length 
 (Results in opening between 
 Columns being 8-feet or 6-feet) 

2 1/2” 

8” 

3 1/4” 

5” 
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Column Block with Gate 

 

Column Block with Fence 

 

 

Rails Optional Freestanding Fence 
Block Optional 

Total rail height as shown 
approximately 24-inches 

Total rail height as shown 
approximately 40-inches 
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