
Is the word “rapture” in the Bible?
Part 2

RAPTURE



People often ask the 
question “Is the word 
rapture actually in the 
Bible?”



The answer to the question 
is NO . . . The word 
rapture does not occur in 
most English translations of 
the Bible . . .



The English word “rapture” 
actually comes from the 
Latin Vulgate translation of 
the Greek word “harpazo.”

(HARPADZO)



Latin Vulgate translation of the Greek 
word “harpazo” (pronounced “harpadzo”

RAPTURE



“harpazo” = Latin word “RAPTURO” 

RAPTURE



The word “harpazo” is found in 1 
Thessalonians 4:17 which clearly 
describes the catching away or 
snatching away of God’s people 
from planet earth:



1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 - “For the Lord 
Himself shall descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and 
with the trump of God; and the dead in 
Christ shall rise first; 



1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 - “For the Lord 
Himself shall descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and 
with the trump of God; and the dead in 
Christ shall rise first; 



1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 - “For the Lord 
Himself shall descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and 
with the trump of God; and the dead in 
Christ shall rise first; 



1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 - “For the Lord 
Himself shall descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and 
with the trump of God; and the dead in 
Christ shall rise first; 



17- Then we who are alive and remain shall 
be caught up together with them in the 
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air; and so 
shall we ever be with the Lord.
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17- Then we who are alive and remain shall 
be caught up together with them in the 
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air; and so 
shall we ever be with the Lord.

“harpazo”



“caught up” / to seize, pluck, catch or 
snatch away / to take away by force

“harpazo”



1 Thessalonians 4:17 isn’t 
the only verse in the Bible 
that uses the word 
“harpazo” . . .



John 6:15 – “Therefore, when Jesus 
perceived that they were about to come 
and take Him by force to make Him 
king, He departed again to the mountain 
by Himself alone.”

“harpazo”
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In Acts chapter 8 we read 
that a crowd of angry Jews 
were attacking Paul in the 
Temple . . . And Romans 
soldiers were sent to rescue 
him and arrest him . . .





Acts 23:10 – “Now when there arose a 
great dissension, the commander, fearing 
lest Paul might be pulled to pieces by them, 
commanded the soldiers to go down and 
take him by force from among them, and 
bring him into the barracks.”

“harpazo”
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In three of the gospels we 
read about the sower who 
went out to plant seed:



Matthew 13:19 – 

“harpazo”



Matthew 13:19 – “When anyone hears the 
word of the kingdom, and does not 
understand it, then the wicked one comes 
and snatches away what was sown in his 
heart. This is he who received the seed by 
the wayside.”
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John 10:28-29 – “And I give them 
eternal life, and they shall never perish; 
neither shall anyone snatch them out of 
My hand.”
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29  “My Father, Who has given them to 
Me, is greater than all; and no one is 
able to snatch them out of My Father’s 
hand.”
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In Acts chapter 8 we read 
about the disciple Philip as 
he was commanded to go 
and share the gospel with a 
man from Ethiopia . . .



Acts 8:39 

“harpazo”



Acts 8:39 – “Now when they came up 
out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord 
caught Philip away, so that the eunuch 
saw him no more; and he went on his 
way rejoicing.”
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Acts 8:39 – “Now when they came up 
out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord 
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2 Corinthians 12:2,4 – “I know a man in 
Christ who fourteens years ago – 
whether in the body I do not know, or 
whether out of the body I do not know, 
God knows – such a one was caught up 
to the third Heaven.”
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4 – “He was caught up into Paradise and 
heard inexpressible words, which is is 
not lawful for a man to utter.”
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Jude 1:23 – “And on some have 
compassion, making a distinction; but 
others save with fear, pulling them out 
of the fire, hating even the garment 
defiled by the flesh.”

“harpazo”
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Revelation 12:5 – “She (Israel) bore a 
male Child Who was to rule all nations 
with a rod of iron. And her Child was 
caught up to God and His throne.”

“harpazo”



Revelation 12:5 – “She (Israel) bore a 
male Child Who was to rule all nations 
with a rod of iron. And her Child was 
caught up to God and His throne.”

“harpazo”



That’s the word of 
“harpazo” that we find in 1 
Thessalonians 4:17



1 Thessalonians 4:17- Then we who are alive 
and remain shall be caught up together with 
them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the 
air; and so shall we ever be with the Lord.

“harpazo”



This is our BLESSED HOPE 
as we read in Titus 2



Titus 2:13 – “Looking for that BLESSED 
HOPE, and the glorious appearing of the 
great God and our Savior, Jesus Christ.”



What other passages 
describe the RAPTURE of 
God’s people?



John 14:1-3 – “Let not your heart be 
troubled; you believe in God, believe also in 
Me.
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“receive” = Gk. = “to take away for myself”
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will come again, and receive you unto Myself, 
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1 Corinthians 15:51-52 – 



1 Corinthians 15:51-52 – “Behold, I show 
you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, 
but we shall all be changed.
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Jesus’ transfiguration:



Matthew 17:2 – “And He was 
transfigured before them. His face shone 
like the sun, and His clothes became as 
white as light.”
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“transfigured” = Gk. “metamorphoo”



“transfigured” = Gk. “metamorphoo”



“Be ready; for in such an hour as you think 
not the Son of man will come.” Mt. 24:44


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40
	Slide 41
	Slide 42
	Slide 43
	Slide 44
	Slide 45
	Slide 46
	Slide 47
	Slide 48
	Slide 49
	Slide 50
	Slide 51
	Slide 52
	Slide 53
	Slide 54
	Slide 55
	Slide 56
	Slide 57
	Slide 58
	Slide 59
	Slide 60
	Slide 61
	Slide 62
	Slide 63
	Slide 64
	Slide 65
	Slide 66
	Slide 67
	Slide 68
	Slide 69
	Slide 70

