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iniri l:iasrnlPc, a leroc:iouslr, hard llii;
:jila I'.0 Bo\\4 strong, sd-feui' ior the
'iiiiii[gs vho 1{}\,i]d iiunilr', f0otloall ,md
:ie. C:r::d i,,londat'night at aije 67 after
rl :lars.ri',e beari atlaek :lt fds Eagill
,iClll.

ijire o,' the most popi:I:u \rikiugs
j-lr l'ire ieim,s g10r)' dals of ihe late
riri.J:r :[o ei]rll' '7i]s, Iiassull<e Nas p':r-
h:il: e'.iuJ'i rdnrire.i iof his abilit-t to
oliil rjl;ir a 1973 irotorcycle accidout
:h:il ei:ricd iits r:arccr zlnd iall: him par-
a,',ze{l I'on ths rJhest dolln.

i.ass:l1ic }ns -lrarai:ized 1or il5 yetrs
i:ui mvsl colplainei, Sue Kilssulte,
:i:r :i i1" oirt Ur*'a, saici'ftrcsda\'.

'', it. , :c 1r...r u trrl lultr- [lrull
iiiii-n..iilsr a \von(iotful guli' Suc ,.ud.
''r ri:iii reii 1!lt licu, )ruch I'!n going io
nii-s iliirr. lr\err'.hfug inat happened
ir Lrf,:. he nevcl asi{ed, '!Vhy me?' Ile
.ii.lir'i cec about thai. Ilc iusi wantcd
r. lirf ids life i0 the iilllest."

tri:Jsl"Jii.i sirent aLl 1il -vears 0i his
i'li.L {rixc.l". wi'.h ',rhe Vikings, iiom
ilqijr-'il. i'i.i sttried iI :hs teaur's i970
lllpei 3cu'1 klss ic l{ansas (lih, erd
,. r.: li,inrC to the Pr! Bolr'l 1]le ibll0',r-
r:r! ri.rrrsilll.

'-'-.,.'ntr ttP,,n11,llh'frI'lrl
-, h! i'tr:.,sere irnd clean yow clocli."
s:|ii ir)rfief tcinnmate Jim l\riaffhitl, a
|;iil or iame diiensive cnil. "Ile rvould
lit arrl' time and d.-v \r4]e.rc. i-la was
i'.irhc:i ieai as a y;la-vci: '

irt)riref tca,xnate Carl Ol1er, also a

h:ii ri lairie Ccicilsi..'e encl renre:r-
ircrr:d iiissuliie :rs a p|aciicai jolier
:rii hii:rinirsed slrcng sdici\l
'i'li'::nboth kii'cd t.o irai'e hinl

:['o'eni," llller said. "I just iixolv Lh:ri
irc rras tlle ldrid ol guy ]'ou $,mted L'n

,r,oul tmm. iie was Iuq but he did an]'-
tljlg vorr asked him to on the fleld."

;.1{.Ll:i \\':: Ot. lLs Ia-' t ,1:aiLrittS

.anp -i'Den lxs pl e]-ing cal'eer came t0
xi1 eod 0n Julv 24, 1973, in the accide[l
lir Iriersiate 4!14 .ear hlttmetonka
lturierari. Hc iias a passenger on the
rlir-Lor i:r(lie he oi\ne(

"T-h,i iirs'. rreeiing (ccach) Bud
r-:i;.ril ireld," former teanmate Bob
l,ifts:lra sa;d, "be lyas cn siagc. itn.l
r1.:: 'r,.:rfe in seats. Hr: saitl. '\''rb hai e to

t)i:r1, iof .)'.^ Ci,lUr toalmiitgs.'Brtl
jirsf lrfr)lie iorrn. Hc just lohlv itrolie
iil':1.
'"lhrt broug)ri teals ito all oi lt:],

ns;lll incindeti
'"Tirni t.'lls.\Jou e\cqtiring- alloui a
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aisr. lleleiliie when tsud SVes that -soil
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Fornrer Vikings safety i{arl Kassslke flashes ihe 'rictory sign tc the \4etroocliter Stadium crowd before a Norr.25,
)l'71. Vzre ;:ains'- C'rrcaqo, ;c.jr rf,nt.s ai-e i mcto-cyc.e a::icien". le{r h q oalaivzed {-or ' lc chesl oowr'
The V I ngs oec'iraied tne grme to Kassulke, anrj they won ll-ll. For more photos, see twiniitles'clm.
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of testinrolrjai lo ore of his plet'els.
tit:rt sr sJreciril."

l,riLtsr:nrl recalicd ih:it liassulhcs
itUr ."':r._,;::11: iti,.n r.it: n I :i./
sironlr aftcl lhe accident.

i\h, n r., ,.:-i ilr ;hr 11 .,.ili.
u'ouid g..ir pia;r' carci-s \viil1 him :ri lea-.i
lhrec iirnes a { eek, at the Ll1i1'cl'si1!'
of iliiirnoscla." lnlftsen]a -ciri'1. "iie

oir:etlme moire:, md then be acreai lilie
he trqot. lilic her lL:rd mcnorl lot:s "

I,u'lscn1:r said hc iast s:llv.l{assuilie
tlrir [ee]il rga, aI the iinrrd L]i tor-
ine| r-ealrma:e \l?i1-r' Higclii-.i:rr.
"iie r':s haiing lrouble Trih lis

slrr',t,o,r-.;;-l ll t!d'.i\ tf';:t l.il.
rurr lt. ar': 1r., i.lq ';1:. -:utserr., :;:iL
"Ejn and 'Ciieap Slror Thli\" '"

going rl ir.s. abir:t thi- gooci oi' tia;1's.
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Vg&iwaffis ffitrffiffitr seeiltr&&Kxe$rss ffm Rammmff mfftrmw$s
e l(arl l{assulke, the former sa{ety known for his 1earless p1ay, r,v as

paralyzed in a motorrycle accident in. 1973.

I{A}TL TtASSI.'LIIE 1941 2OOB

By l(..r1)D ZUI-(iAD and I)Al RICKl{EUSSE
Siil liibwle staiTwriters

lJuL l,ut tsuttta r('r)lcllbers sqLing
l}-rc1 Grant brcak clo.,r,n only once dur-
ing thc slr ).ears he playcd for the Llail
of Frure coach.

The Vikings lvcre set to opentrain-
ing caurp in 1973 when Grant got Lrp

in front of his players. Grant irrformed
the team tbat safcty Karl Kassuike had
been in a tuotorc)'cle accident hours
earlicr arrd could possibly die.

"Bud broke doln ai:rd started to
cry," Lurtse ma said. "f'ears lvere
coluing clowrr my cheeks. You could
l.rear a pin drop. .,. 'Ihat says rnore
for any individual ofbeing the total
package l'crr a coach to respect him
that rnuch."

I(assulke, who was paralyzcd in
that accident, dicd Sunday after suf-
fer-ing :r heart aitack at his Eagan
homc. I{r: u'as (r7. A. rncmber of the Vi-

kilgs liom 1963 to '72, Kassulke is the
sccond rncrrrbcr oftl.re team fiour th;rt
cra to pass arvay in just nrOre tlran:r
uonth. Linebacl<er Waily Hilgenlrerg
O9(rB-79) died aftcr a batrie wirh ALS
in Septe rnber-.

"Il's touglr bccausc Lcsl'r'( icJ
thcrnboth so much as teammates ancl
got to be fiiends with tl.rerr and know
tireir families," saitl Stu Voigt, a tigJrt
cnd rvith the Vikings from 1970 to 'B0.
"WaJly died at 66 and I{arl at 67 llhat
is too young. BLlt they both had a hlil-
kle ir ttreir eye, tvere rnischief-mak-
ers, fun guys ald catalysts f<rr a lot ol
things that happened."

Drafted by the Detroit Lions in thc
lllh round out of Drake in 1963, I(as-
sulke cluickly cntled up with the Vi-
kings. IIe st:rrted iu thc team's Supcr
Bowl loss to Katlsas City in 1970 and
piayed irr tirc l'ru llrrwl thc ltrllrrwirrts
seasoll.

lbamnatcs rcmeuiber Kassulke lbr

I(ai l(asslilhe was one ofthe h:rrdest
liitters lnthe leagLle."lle was without
{ear as a player," Jirn Marsli.all said.

bci|g oDe of the Nlil-'s harderst{ittilrg
safeties. "Ile would corle tql on you
ro nlaltef rvho yon were and clean
your clock," folner Vikilp,s dcfcu-
sive cr:rtl Jirn N{arshall told the te:uu's

website. "He would hit you an),tirne
and anylvhcre. IJc r,v:rs witirout ferar
as a playcr."

Lulisetr. a, i,vho :urit'ed in X.{inle-
sota in 1971 aftcr playing for the Nerv
lbrh Giants, becamc close fiicncis
s ilh l(assulke and tltc two it'ere trairr
itrg canp roomm:rtes.

"1{is l:rugh was just iir[ectious and
totally spectacular," Lurtsema saicl.
"He lr,as a type-A personality a lot
like myself. When .,ve roorncd to-
gethel. afier pr:rctice u'e'cl go bowl-
ing. We had to be doing something
all the tinic."

Aftel his acciclent, Kassulke spent
tirre at the Univcrsitl, of N{in|eso-
ta hospital. Il r,\'as there hc rnet Sue,
lvho was his rehab lursc. The two
ended up married for the past 33
years.

Sue and I(arl becarrre parents to
Ch::is, nolv 29, after ttrr: accident. Karl
also had two oldcr son"s, Iiul t :rncl l(o-
r)', from his first narriagt:, antl there
ate throe grandrlildren.

Suc sa'id lvhat attracted hel to Iiarl
was ihe fact that dcspite his rnisfbr-

tuue he rcnraiued :u eternal cpLi-
rn ist.

"Hc nevet did say, '!\rh)r rne2"'SLri.
saitl. "IIis tpestirin lvas, ii lhey couid
scnd :r mrll to Lhe nroort, r.r4t:ich hap-
penecl iu l96t). r,''hy couldift they fix
hirr? It lras nover', 'Why mc?' I've
knorvn I{arl lbr 35 yeals and been
marricrl 33 ancl the guy never had a
bad dav. [{e lvas so, st: ilpbeat."

Sttc s;riLl ltlr llrsL,:'nJ Irt.l l'.'r'rr irL
goocl hcalt)r, except for a fcw things
that conre with thc paralysis." Kad
hacl recently undergonit a cardiac cr-
am that detectcd rr0 problems. Sr,rt-

said, zurrj lv:rs at the Vikings' victorir
ovel Dciroit on Oct. I2.

"He had scasc't) tickcts to tho Vi-
liings and hc and his br.rdrly fron Ea -

gan rvor.tLl hop the llj;iwatlrn light r aii
line ald go clown ancl u,atclt the honu:
games," Sue -s:rid.

Visitatr'on for Kassulkc rvill be frcuu
4-B p.m. Wetlnesd:ly at Klc:catski, and
Sous Fnneral tlorne in l.iagan. arrd
on Thur-sciay al l0 a.m. aL ll;rli llllls
Church in Eagal, folior"rotl by an ll
a.rn. ftrnctal.



Good suy Kart Kassutke pins a button on Minnurofjoil,rFjiJf:T;'fl::tt
poster girl Rene Horner at a kickoff dinner in 1970. Kassukle was the
campaign director for the St. Paul chapter.


