Former Gov. Haroid LeVander,
who served from 1567 to 1971.

Republican who

Harcld LeVander, a
served one terﬂ as governor of Min-
nesota from 1967 to 1971, died Mon-
day at Midway Hospital in St. Paul.
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L

LeVander, 81, 2 South St. Paul law-
yer, had been ill for several years. He
died of complications from Parkin-
son’s disease, family members said.

As governor he was forced to accept
the state’s first general sales tax, wit-
nessed the state’s first $1 billicn an-
nual budget and oversaw the birth of
such agencies as the Metropolitan
Councll, the Pollution Control Agen-
¢y and the Human Rights Depart-

ment.
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Governor -elect Harold LeVander at a budget hearing m 1966. He called
pubiic service “‘an honorabie but tamporary privilege.”

I eVander/ Often blamed
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er year.

LeVander, a tall, affable man with a
gravelly voice and considerable ora-
torical skills, was the state’s 32nd
governor, one of the few who entered
office without prior state elective ser-
vice.

Gov. Arne Carison ordered flags at
the State Capitol 10 be flown at half-
staff u after memorial services
Friday at Glo“a Dei Lutheran
Church in St. Paul. He called LeVan-
der “a distinguished governor wno
was gracious, kind and committed to
the church and community.”

Though LeVander's era was marked
by social turmoil across the country,
the enduring political mark of his
four years as governor was the impo-
sition of the sales tax in 1967.
Though he vetoed saic tax bills
twice, many Minnesotan:
tax on him, often calmg the three-
on a $1 purchase “LeVan-

der penni

He surprised the state’s political es-
tablishment in 1970 when he abrupt-
ly announced less than a month be-
fore precinct caucuses that he would
not seck re-glection.

He called pubiic service “an honor-
able but temporary privilege.”

“He never looked on political service
as a long-term or lifetime obliga-
tion,” said hic son, Harold (Hap)
LeVander Jr. “It was something that
citizens should do, if they were able,
for a period of time.”

U.3. Sen. Dave Durenberger, R-
Minn., who practiced law with Le-
Vander and later became the gover-
nor’s executive secretary, said Le-
Vander saw public service “as an

m private life, not a

Sen. zhes, DFL-Maple-
wood, was elected to the state Senate
the same year L“V ander became gov-
ernor. “He was very sensitive to the
necds of people of the state,” said
Hughes, now Senate’s most sen-
ior member. to talk
1o people on both sides of the {legis-
iative) aisle.”

It was with the chLb‘icm side of
the aisle that LeVander had his great-
st political confrontation,

iegislators (then called
res) were committed to
fes tax. LeVander had
on the eve of the
1o veto any sales tax

The 1967

scssion, his first as gover-
nor, focused on the tax as a way t©
raisc additional state revenue and
provide property tax relief. Over the
tions of DFLers (then called
Liberals), Republicans who con-
Lrollcd bu 4] houscs musnﬂd ﬁroum

ended before the Senate could act.

Without a tax bill, LeVander was
forced to call a special session. Again.
the Legislature sent him the sales tax
bill and again he vetoed it. This time,
both houses overrode the veto.

The state agencies created during Le-
Vander’s tenure were resented by ru-
ral residents, who saw St. Paul forc-
ing bursaucratic controls on them.
LeVander further alienated some in
rural Minnesota when he released a
speech that said some small towns
would die, adding that some “should
die,” a recognition of economic ven-
ties in a changing state.

Reporters who covered him joked in
mock fear of traveling with him by
air. During his election campaign, a
helicopter in which he was flving at
night made an emergency landing in
a farm vyard when ali its lights went
out. On another trip, a w«c-eng'nc
ulanﬂ in which he was riding made a
Iy xancmg at the Willmar airport
1 the pilot forgot to lower the
landing gear.

LeVander had been active in Dakota
County politics for years, but was not
well-known statewide before launch-
ing his campaign for governor in De-
cember 1965. He won Republican
endorsement on the 16th ballot, de-
feating John Pilisbury of Minneapo-
lis.

He ran in a year in which the DFL
Party was eqaaged in a nihilistic pri-

mary contest between Gov. Karl Rol-
vaag and Lt. Gov. AM. (Sandy)
Keith. Rolvaag won the primary, but
LeVander beat him in the general
election with the largest vote ever
received up to then by a Republican
candidate for governor.

After leaving office, he returned to
the law firm of LeVander, Gillen and
Miller in South St. Paul. He served as
autorney for, among others, the South
St. Paul Livestock Exchange, the Na-
tional Livestock Exchange and the
Minnesota Association of Electric
Cooperatives.

LeVander was born Oct, 10, 1910, in
Swede Home, Neb., the son of a
Lutheran mxms er who had emigral»
ed from Sweden. When he was
years oid, the family moved to Min-
nesota.

He went to high school in Water-
town. He graduated with honors
from Gustavus Adolphus College in
1932 and from the Univcr;ily of
Minnesota Law School in 1935

Je is survived by his wife, lantha;

two brothers, Theodor LeVander of
Rock Island, I ., and Bernhard Le-
Vander, of his

dren, haml!‘ Powrie (Hap) Le-
Vander, of St. Paul; Jean LeVander
King, of North Oaks, and Dyan Le-
Vander, of Madison, Wis., and four
grandchildren.

FamxI\ services are pr?v te. Burial
1 b“ in _Acacia Park Cemetery in
A 'wcmorm se
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“I can remember going into stores to
and the clerk would say it
was so much for the item and 3 perc‘ent
the ‘Harold Tax,’ ”
1. “At the time
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was LeVander’s chief-of-staff dur-
ing the governor’s term.

The senator thinks his former
boss should be remembered for
such things as establishing the
Poliution Control Agency, the Hu-

man Rights Department and the
ropolitan Council.

“The disappointing aspect of the
salestax was that the majority of
islature was conservative,

irty, and it overrode his
Durenberger remembered.
Durenberger had been an asso-
ciate in LeVander's South St. Paul
law firm for seven years before
the stint at the state Capitol. He
recalled LeVander as “not a great
olitician, but 2 great person who
into politiecs” from a sense of

S. District Judge Paul Magnu-
nother former partner
irm, agreed that LeVander

with members of the state Supreme Court at his inaugural address in

service and then returned to the
private sector,” Magnuson said.
“And that’s what he did ... left
after one term ... feeling that the
majority of the things he felt
strongly about had been accom-
plished or had been set in motion.”

Hap LeVander, a St. Paul law-
ver, said his father thought Mag-
nuson sometimes mumbled in pub-
lic appearances. On Magnuson’s
last day at the office before heing
sworn to the federal bench, LeV-
ander collared the new judge and
insisted, “Now Paul, when you
give your little talk tomorrow,
make sure you speak up.”

His son thinks LeVander’s at-
traction to the spoken word might
have started during his childhood
in Swede Home, Neb., listening to
the preaching of his Swedish im-
migrant father and clergyman,
Peter Magni LeVander. Harold
LeVander was an active lay leader
in the former Lutheran Church in
America throughout his life.

The governor honed his speak-
ing skills at secondary schools in
Atwater and Watertow
before aftending Gusia

winning

phus College and
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tional Peace Oratorical Contest
while there.

Following graduation in 1935
from the University of Minnesota
law school, he joined a South St.
Paul law firm headed by former
Gov. Harold Stassen. LeVander re-
luctantly agreed to interrupt more
than 30 years of law practice in
1965 to go after the governorship.

LeVander was criticized early
and often in his term for being
indecisive. But Durenberger and
Magnuson say the governor was
being himself — prudent and ju-
dicious.

Hap LeVander said the governor
tried to live his life by the inserip-
tion inside the ring his father gave
him, which reads: “To succeed ...
serve.”

In addition to his son, Hap, he is
survived by his wife, Iantha; two
daughters, Jean King of St. Paul

and the Rev. Dyan LeVander, a |

Madison, Wis., pastor; two broth-
ers, Theodor of Roc
and Bernhard of Arder

four grandchildren.




