Sunday, April 26, 2026

Fourth Sunday of Easter
As you enter, you are invited into a time
to silently reflect and center for worship
Services are live-streamed on YouTube and Facebook

each week. Welcome to all to view.

PRELUDE
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING

GATHERING HYMN ELW 520 “Dearest Jesus at Your Word"

GREETING

P/ The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.

R/ And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety through the valleys
of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in certainty and security to the joyous
feast prepared in your house, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING Acts 2:42-47

> The baptized devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking
of bread and the prayers.

** Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were being done through the
apostles. “* All who believed were together and had all things in common; ** they would sell
their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. “° Day by day,
as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food
with glad and generous hearts, *’ praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And
day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.

L/Word of God, Word of Life R/Thanks Be to God



PSALM Psalm 23
'The Loro is my shepherd;
| shall not be in want.
’The Loro makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.
*You restore my soul, O Loro,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
“Though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
°You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
°Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and | will dwell in the house of the Lorp forever.

SECOND READING 1 Peter 2:19-25

’1t is a commendable thing if, being aware of God, a person endures pain while suffering
unjustly. “ If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you
endure when you do good and suffer for it, this is a commendable thing before God. ** For to
this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that
you should follow in his steps.

*’“He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.”

*When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but he
entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. * He himself bore our sins in his body on the
cross, so that, having died to sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have
been healed. *” For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the
shepherd and guardian of your souls.

L/Word of God, Word of Life R/Thanks Be to God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW pg. 102
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GOSPEL John 10:1-10

P/ The Holy Gospel according to John the 10th chapter. R/Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said: ' “Very truly, | tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but
climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. * The one who enters by the gate is the
shepherd of the sheep. ° The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice.
He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. “ When he has brought out all his own, he
goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. ° They will not
follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.”
®Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying
to them.

’So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, | tell you, | am the gate for the sheep. * All who
came before me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not listen to them. ° | am the gate.
Whoever enters by me will be saved and will come in and go out and find pasture. '’ The thief
comes only to steal and kill and destroy. | came that they may have life and have it abundantly:.

”

P/ The Gospel of the Lord R/ Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 502 “ The King of Love My Shepherd Is”

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand
of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
P/ Lord, in your mercy R/ Hear our prayer.
SHARING OF THE PEACE
MEAL

OFFERING

OFFERING HYMN: ELW 764 “ Have No Fear, Little Flock”

OFFERING PRAYER:
God of healing and hope, you bless those who are hungry, promising to fill them with good
things. Fulfill that promise through us and these your gifts. Nourish us with the abundance of
your feast and unite us into the blessed body of Jesus Christ our Savior, now and forever.
Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING:

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to our God. It is right to offer our thanks and praise.

PREFACE & HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
P/...... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.



LAMB OF GOD ELW pg. 112-113
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

Lord God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by
paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage,
not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us, and your love supporting

ELW 780 “Shepherd Me, O God"
ELW 492 “Eat This Bread, Drink This Cup”

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER :

us, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

BENEDICTION

SENDING

SENDING HYMN ELW 789 “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”

DISMISSAL

P/ Go in peace. Serve the Lord. R/Thanks be to God.

Worship Leader: Barb Bunk

Musician: Lorrie Brandt

Office Number: (715) 442-3213
Pastoral Care call/text): (715) 309-9640
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