
 
 
 
 
 

 

TITLE OF POLICY: Alawa Primary School’s SunSmart / Sun protection / UV protection 

EFFECTIVE DATE: November 2025 

REVIEW DATE: 2027

 
This policy applies to all school activities and events on and off-site. 
 
Purpose  
Our Sun Smart Policy aims to ensure all students, staff, parents and visitors attending Alawa Primary School 
are protected from skin damage caused by harmful ultraviolet (UV) radiation from the sun.  
 
This policy provides guidelines to: 

• ensure all students and staff are protected from over-exposure to UV radiation;  

• ensure the outdoor environment provides shade for students and staff;  
• ensure students are encouraged and supported to develop independent sun protection skills  

• support duty of care requirements; and 

• support appropriate Work Health and Safety (WH&S) strategies to minimise UV risk and associated 
harm for staff and visitors. 

 
Background 
The sun’s ultraviolet (UV) radiation can’t be seen or felt and generally peaks during the middle of the day.  
Whatever the weather, it’s important for people of all skin types to use sun protection whenever UV levels are 
three and above.  
 
Too much of the sun’s UV can cause sunburn, skin and eye damage and skin cancer. Australia has one of the 
highest rates of skin cancer in the world, with two in three Australians developing some form of skin cancer in 
their lifetime. UV damage accumulated during childhood and adolescence is strongly associated with an 
increased risk of skin cancer in later life. 
 
Given students and staff attend school at times when UV levels can be damaging, schools can play a major role 
in providing an environment where policies and procedures can positively influence long-term SunSmart 
behaviour. 

Legislation and Standards 
This policy aligns with the following legislation, standards, and frameworks that guide health, safety and 
wellbeing in educational environments across the Northern Territory: 

• Work Health and Safety Act 2011 (NT) 
https://legislation.nt.gov.au/Legislation/WORK-HEALTH-AND-SAFETY-ACT-2011 

• Work Health and Safety Regulations 2011 (NT) 
https://legislation.nt.gov.au/Legislation/WORK-HEALTH-AND-SAFETY-REGULATIONS-2011 

• Education Act 2015 (NT) 
https://legislation.nt.gov.au/Legislation/EDUCATION-ACT-2015 

• Education Regulations 2015 (NT) 
https://legislation.nt.gov.au/Legislation/EDUCATION-REGULATIONS-2015 

• Northern Territory Department of Education – Health and Safety Policy Framework 
https://education.nt.gov.au/policies/health-and-safety 
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• Cancer Council Australia – SunSmart Schools and Early Childhood Program Guidelines 
https://www.cancer.org.au/cancer-information/causes-and-prevention/sun-safety/be-
sunsmart/sunsmart-in-schools 

• Australian/New Zealand Standard AS/NZS 4399:2020 – Sun Protective Clothing: Evaluation and 
Classification 
https://infostore.saiglobal.com/en-au/standards/as-nzs-4399-2020-122857_saig_as_as_256403/ 

• Australian Standard AS/NZS 1067.1:2016 – Eye and Face Protection: Sunglasses and Fashion 
Spectacles 
https://infostore.saiglobal.com/en-au/standards/as-nzs-1067-1-2016-106003_saig_as_as_225744/ 

 
Procedures  
The sun protection times are a forecast for the time of day that UV levels are predicted to reach three and 
above. To assist with the implementation of this policy, staff and students are encouraged to access and display 
the daily local sun protection times via the SunSmart widget on the school’s website, the free SunSmart Global 
UV app, myUV.com.au or the Bureau of Meteorology website.  
 
Cancer Council’s advice is to promote physical activity and active play while being SunSmart. UV levels reach 
three or above year-round in some parts of Australia and most months in others. Average annual, monthly and 
seasonal values of the UV Index are available on the Bureau of Meteorology website. Further advice specific to 
states and territories is available on the Cancer Council website.  
 
UV levels peak in the middle of the day when the sun is directly overhead. Where possible, outdoor activities 
should be scheduled away from times when UV levels are most damaging. When outdoor activities are 
scheduled at times when the UV Index is forecast to be three or above, maximum use of shade, sun protective 
hats should be applied to protect children and staff. 
 
The sun protection measures listed below are used for all outdoor activities during the daily local sun 
protection forecast times.  

 
1. Slip on sun protective clothing  
 
2. Slop on sunscreen 

• Students provide their own SPF50 or SPF50+ broad-spectrum, water-resistant sunscreen.  

• ONLY for school camps, excursions and special events sunscreen will be provided by the school, a 
photo will be taken of the sunscreen bottle, label and ingredients list prior to use.  

3. Slap on a hat  

• All students and staff are required to wear hats that protect their face, neck and ears (legionnaire, 
broad-brimmed or bucket hat) whenever they are outside. Peak caps and visors are not considered a 
suitable alternative. 

• Children without a sun protective hat are provided with one where possible. 
 

4. Seek shade 

• The school makes sure there are sufficient shelters and/or trees providing shade in outdoor areas 
particularly in high-use areas e.g. where students have lunch, assemblies, sports outdoor lessons and 
popular play spaces. 

• The availability of shade is considered when planning outdoor activities.  

• Students are encouraged to use available areas of shade when outside.  

• Students who do not have appropriate hats or outdoor clothing are asked to sit and cannot play. 
 

5. Slide on sunglasses [if practical] 

 
Learning and skills 

• Content on sun protection is included in learning programs for all year levels or every second year. 

• Students understand why sun safety is important and learn how to take effective sun protection actions. 

• Teachers and staff are encouraged to complete Cancer Council’s free online learning modules. 
 

Engaging the school community  

• SunSmart behaviour is regularly reinforced and promoted to the whole school community through 
newsletters, school website/intranet, staff and parent meetings, school assemblies, student and teacher 
activities and at student enrolment/new staff orientation.  

https://www.cancer.org.au/cancer-information/causes-and-prevention/sun-safety/be-sunsmart/sunsmart-in-schools?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.cancer.org.au/cancer-information/causes-and-prevention/sun-safety/be-sunsmart/sunsmart-in-schools?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.sunsmart.com.au/resources/uv-widget
https://www.sunsmart.com.au/resources/sunsmart-app
https://www.sunsmart.com.au/resources/sunsmart-app
https://www.myuv.com.au/
http://www.bom.gov.au/jsp/ncc/climate_averages/uv-index/index.jsp
https://cancer.org.au/cancer-information/causes-and-prevention/sun-safety/be-sunsmart/sunsmart-in-schools
https://www.cancer.org.au/cancer-information/causes-and-prevention/sun-safety/be-sunsmart/sunsmart-in-schools/primary-school-resources


 

 

• Students are encouraged to be involved in initiatives to promote and model sun protection measures to 
the whole school community including taking leadership roles in managing sun protection e.g. 
accessing daily UV levels and sun protection times, hat reminders and management of sunscreen. 

 
WH&S and risk management 

• As part of WH&S UV risk controls and role-modelling, staff, families and visitors: 
o wear a sun protective hat, covering clothing and, if practical, sunglasses; 
o seek shade whenever possible.  

• UV radiation exposure is considered as part of a school’s risk management and assessment for all 
outdoor events and activities on and off-site e.g. UV radiation protection strategies (hats, shade, 
sunscreen) are included in school camp activities, excursions, and sports days. 

 
Monitoring and review 

• The school council and staff monitor and review the effectiveness of the Sun Smart policy and revise 
the policy when required (at least once every three years) by completing a policy review.  Sun smart 
policy updates and requirements will be made available to staff, families and visitors. 

 
Next policy review: November 2027 
 
Relevant documents / links 

• Australian Professional Standards for Teachers (APST) – Standard 4.4 and 7.2 

• ARPANSA Radiation Protection Standard for Occupational Exposure to Ultraviolet Radiation (2006) 

• Safe Work Australia: Guide on exposure to solar ultraviolet radiation (UVR) (2019) 

• AS 4174:2018 Knitted and woven shade fabrics  

• AS/NZS 1067.1:2016, Eye and face protection - Sunglasses and fashion spectacles 

• AS/NZS 4399:2020, Sun protective clothing - Evaluation and classification  

• AS/NZS 2604:2012 Sunscreen products - Evaluation and classification 

• Australian Government Therapeutics Goods Administration (TGA) – Australian regulatory guidelines for 
sunscreens 

• AS/NZS 4685.0:2017, Playground equipment and surfacing - Development, installation, inspection, 
maintenance and operation.6.2.1: General considerations, 6.3.9: Shade and sun protection, Appendix A: 
Shade and sun protection 

http://www.aitsl.edu.au/australian-professional-standards-for-teachers/standards/list?fa=4.4!Graduate
http://www.arpansa.gov.au/pubs/rps/rps12.pdf
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/system/files/documents/2001/guide-exposure-solar-ultraviolet-radiation_1.pdf
https://www.tga.gov.au/sites/default/files/australian-regulatory-guidelines-for-sunscreens.pdf
https://www.tga.gov.au/sites/default/files/australian-regulatory-guidelines-for-sunscreens.pdf

