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The mission of the Mississippi Council on Economic Education (MCEE) is to increase
economic and financial literacy in Mississippi by providing resources and training to K-
12 educators, promoting workforce development and empowering students to create
a more prosperous future for themselves and Mississippi. 

MCEE’s purpose is to enhance the quality of instruction in economics,
entrepreneurship, and personal finance to Mississippi’s K-12 students in ways that are
academically sound and nonpartisan.  We train educators  to be proficient in teaching
students a demonstrated understanding of economic and financial literacy in order to
make informed financial decisions throughout their lives.

All students (K-12) need to learn grade-appropriate skills in economic and financial
literacy, as well as entrepreneurial skills. One of the primary goals of MCEE is to
ensure demonstrated progress in improving the competency of Mississippi’s
educators and their ability to enhance their students’ understanding of financial and
economic literacy. 

MCEE strives to provide the best possible economics, financial literacy, and
entrepreneurial education in Mississippi, working together with the national Council for
Economic Education, Mississippi Department of Education, Centers on Economic
Education, and its additional partners in the education and business communities
throughout the state. MCEE will be guided by integrity, fiscal soundness, good
stewardship of the funding, and believing in educators and students enough to achieve
their optimal level of financial understanding. 

Mission and Purpose
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The FY26 Executive Committee of the Mississippi Council on Economic Education
Board of Directors with staff.
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2025 Forum on American Enterprise

Selena
Swartzfager

Welcome
Jim Perry, MCEE Chairman of the Board

Invocation
Deonte Oscar, MCEE Board Member

Introduction of Moderator - Mississippi Treasurer David
McRae
Jim Perry, MCEE Chairman of the Board

Economics in Real Time Panel
Mississippi Treasurer David McRae (moderator)
Tell Alessio, Treasurer, Cadence Bank
Jackie Benson, VP & Economist, Wells Fargo
Nate Smith, PhD, Economist, Sweet Briar College

Introduction of the Mississippi Economics Teacher of the Year
by Alan McCormick, MCEE Board Member 

Kevin Allemand, Master Teacher of Economics, Hancock
High School

Mississippi goes to Japan
Selena Swartzfager, MCEE President (moderator)
Kenneth Nelson, Master Teacher of Economics, Personal
Finance and Entrepreneurship, MCEE Faculty, E.P.I.C
Academy
Tate Bragg, Germantown High School
Amelia Boulton, Northwest Rankin High School
Tracy Nelson, E.P.I.C. Academy

Closing
Jim Perry, MCEE Chairman of the Board



Treasurer David McRae

David McRae’s family has called Mississippi home for
generations. His great-grandfather, Sam McRae, grew up on
a farm in Rankin County and opened his first S.P. McRae
department store in Jackson at the turn of the century.
Dedicated to customer service, the store remained one of
the premier department store chains in the southeast for
more than 100 years. 

That same customer-service mindset is at the center of
what McRae is working to accomplish as State Treasurer. 

His primary responsibility is to manage the cash flow that
keeps state agencies operating on a daily basis, but the job
also comes with a seat on 17 different boards and
commissions. 

Additionally, McRae has prioritized the distribution of
unclaimed property within the Office of the State Treasurer,
returning millions of dollars during his first year in office.
McRae also oversees the Mississippi College and Career
Savings department, helping lift the financial burden of a
college education for thousands of young people.

During his tenure as Treasurer, McRae has been selected by
his peers to serve on the Board of Directors for both the
National Association of State Treasurers (NAST) and the
National Association of State Auditors, Comptrollers and
Treasurers (NASACT). Governor Tate Reeves also appointed
McRae to the Balanced Budget Interstate Compact.

Prior to serving as State Treasurer, McRae was involved in
the family business, serving as Managing Partner of McRae
Investments. He is active in civic and community
organizations, including Habitat for Humanity, Friends of
Children’s Hospital, and the American Heart Association. 

McRae earned his law degree from Mississippi College,
during which time he served as Chief Justice of the Honor
Court. He is an active member of the Mississippi Bar
Association. He lives in Ridgeland with his wife, Katherine,
and their three children.



Tell Alessio, Treasurer at Cadence Bank, spent his early
career learning life insurance products on an actuarial
team at Protective Life, followed by several years of
forecasting and profitability management at SouthTrust
Bank through Y2K and a growing balance sheet from $20
to $53 Billion. In 2007 at Compass Bank, Alessio built an
interest rate derivatives business to smaller financial
institutions across the southeast, providing interest rate
risk management consulting, managing derivative credit
risk through the financial crisis, and navigating regulatory
change post Dodd-Frank. In 2010, he moved his attention
to fixed income markets with responsibility for sales and
trading, and expanding distribution of BBVA’s debt capital
market’s origination.

In 2014, Alessio joined Cadence Bank as Treasurer putting
his career experience and skills to use developing a top
class performing treasury team. What Alessio is most
proud of is the relationships he has cultivated over the
years and the continued connectivity to those many
indispensable resources.

Jackie Benson is a vice president and economist with
Wells Fargo’s Corporate and Investment Bank. Based in
Charlotte, N.C., she covers the U.S. macroeconomy, 
including residential housing, commercial real estate,
construction and regional economies. She regularly writes
economic indicator reports and contributes to the 
group’s Weekly Economic & Financial Commentary.

Prior to joining Wells Fargo in 2022, Jackie served as a
senior economist at the U.S. Senate Joint Economic
Committee. Before that, she was a policy director at the 
American Action Forum, a policy research organization in
Washington, D.C.

Jackie holds an M.S. in applied economics from Johns
Hopkins University. Previously, 
she earned a B.S. in economics and a B.A. in political
science from the University of 
Florida



Nathaniel Smith teaches macroeconomics,
international trade, and economic history at Sweet
Briar College in Central Virginia. His research
explores the relationship between government and
the entrepreneur, with an emphasis on trade policy
and the economics of war and peace. Dr. Smith's
paper, "A Robust Analysis of Trade Policy," is in The
Journal of Entrepreneurship and Public Policy. His
"Trade as a Peace Project" is forthcoming in the
Oxford Handbook of Private Enterprise. In Dr. Smith’s
free time, he enjoys hiking and playing strategy
games with his family.

2025
Mississippi Economics 

Teacher of the Year

Kevin Allemand

Master Teacher of
Economics, 

Hancock High School



Thank you to our lead sponsors

The Blue Chip

The New Yorker



AT&T Merrill Lynch x 2 Regions Bank

CFA Society of Mississippi Mississippi Professional
Educators

Structural Steel Services,
Inc.

Community Bank of
Mississippi Paul & Voncile Breazeale SuperTalk Mississippi

Media

CREATE Foundation Mark & Kit Fields Trustmark National Bank

Foundation for the Mid South,
Inc. Penn Street Investments Watkins & Eager

Guaranty Bank Priority One Bank Wells Fargo Corporate &
Investment Banking

Horne, LLP

The American

Jordan
& Jim
Perry

The Broker

The Investor

BarbourHurst Aleesha
Hudson Tom Johnson

Mississippi
Public
Broadcasting

Southern
Farm Bureau
Life Insurance

Clearwater
Group

International
Paper

Madison
County
Business
League &
Foundation

Ricki Garrett
United Way
Of The
Capital Area
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MCEE Leadership

Selena
Swartzfager

President of the Mississippi
Council on Economic Education
(MCEE)

01

Jim Perry

Chair, MCEE Board of Directors 
Chair-elect, MCEE Board of
Directors

Managing Director and Head of
Structured Finance for the
Municipal Products Group at
Wells Fargo Securities

Daniel Elliott

Chair-elect, MCEE Board of
Directors

President, Rankin County Market
at Cadence Bank
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Master Teacher Programs

FY25 - 67 teachers
PTD* - 998 teachers
Program = 75 hours

100% increase in
preparedness to
teach economics

FY25 - 31 teachers
PTD* - 354 teachers
Program = 75 hours

80% increase in
preparedness to
teach personal

finance

FY25 - 13 teachers
PTD* - 381 teachers
Program = 75 hours

80% increase in
preparedness to

teach
entrepreneurship

FY25 - 40 teachers
PTD* - 379 teachers
Program = 75 hours

80% increase in
preparedness to
teach college &
career readiness

FY25 - Not offered
due to lack of funding
PTD* - 105 teachers
Program = 40 hours

80% increase in
preparedness to

teach career
readiness (SPED)

*PTD - Program to date

15,100
Students impacted by teachers

that received master teacher
instruction in FY25
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Master Teacher Programs
Completions in FY25



Avoiding Scams webinar series (with FTC)
Council for Economic Education webinars (with
CEE)
Danny Dollar- Make Your Own Money
Election Economics (with FEE)
Economics and the MS Music Industry
NGPF webinars
Stock Market Game
Striking the Right Chord in the Music Industry
Summer Institute (with CEE)
Swiftnomics
Teaching the Trade
Teaching the Economics of Asia in Middle and
High School (with NCTA)
The Realities of Socialism Part 2 (with FTE)
TV to GDP: Laurel’s Economic Turnaround (with
FRB ATL)
Winter Institute (with CEE)

Workshops &
Webinars - FY25

759
Teachers reached with
programs

75,900
Students impacted by teachers that
received instruction this year
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Danny Dollar Academy
Danny Dollar Academy is a reading and financial literacy program designed to educate
young students about money management, entrepreneurship, and economics. The
program is named after the character Danny Dollar, the protagonist of a children’s book
series by Ty Allan Jackson. The academy uses interactive lessons and activities to teach
kids important financial concepts in a fun and engaging way, aiming to empower them
with the knowledge to make informed financial decisions throughout their lives.  

Author Ty Allen Jackson and Danny Dollar made classroom visits to talk with students
after they read the book.  
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980
Students participated in FY25

38%
Increase in student knowledge 

during program

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLNcVnFrJSbUMKkzwfVQMNRxcs8hHJW4S4


2025 Economics Challenge
This is a competition designed to test and promote students' understanding of
economics for high school students who compete in teams to answer questions related
to various economic concepts and theories. The challenge covers topics such as
microeconomics, macroeconomics, international economics, and current events.
Economics is a required course for high school graduation in Mississippi.  

For the second time, in 2025 this event was held at Mississippi Public Broadcasting
(MPB) and the Quiz Bowl round was filmed for airing on MPB.  

Annual Report

1,417
Students participated this year

#2
in the nation for the number of students that

competed in the National Economics
Challenge

$9,500
College scholarships awarded 

David Ricardo Student of the Year - Canon
Caldwell (Magnolia Heights) with State Farm

Agents Robin Covington & Jason Quin

Adam Smith Student of the Year - Clark Estess
(Germantown High) with State Farm Agent

Robin Covington

127%
Increase in participation

numbers over previous year



2025 Economics Challenge
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Adam Smith Div. - Germantown High Adam Smith Div. - Northwest Rankin High

David Ricardo Div. - Northwest Rankin High David Ricardo Div. - Hancock High 

1st place teams 2nd place teams

Access Zone - E.P.I.C. AcademyAccess Zone - Okalona High



2025 Personal Finance Challenge

This is a competition designed to test and promote students' understanding of personal
finance for middle and high school students who compete in teams to answer questions
related to various personal finance concepts and theories. The challenge covers topics
such as budgeting, saving, investing, and debt reduction.  Personal finance is a required
course for high school graduation in Mississippi as part of the College & Career Ready
Course.  Mississippi was the 7th state in the nation to require one semester of personal
finance education.  

For the second time, in 2025 this event was held at Mississippi Public Broadcasting
(MPB) and the Quiz Bowl round was filmed for airing on MPB.  
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1,925
Students participated this year

#3
in the nation for the number of
students that competed in the

National Personal Finance
Challenge

$9,500
College scholarships awarded 

High School Personal Finance Student of
the Year - Elijah Edwards (Bogue Chitto

Attendance Center)

Middle School Personal Finance Student of the
Year - Andie Hall (Wayne Academy)



Personal Finance Challenge
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High School Div. 1 - Germantown High High School Div. 1 - Madison Central

High School Div. 2 - Canton High School High School Div. 2 - Ridgeland High

Middle School Div. - Wayne Academy Middle School Div. - Bogue Chitto
Attendance Center

1st place teams 2nd place teams



Stock Market Game
The Stock Market Game (SMG) is an educational simulation for 4th - 12th grade where
students use a virtual $100,000 to invest in real-time stock market equities, fostering an
understanding of economics, finance, and investment strategies. It integrates STEM
education by involving mathematics for calculating profits and analyzing data,
technology for accessing financial information and executing trades, and critical thinking
for developing and adjusting investment strategies. Through this engaging, hands-on
approach, students enhance their financial literacy while building essential skills in
research, data analysis, and collaborative problem-solving.
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8,057
Students participated 

in FY25

$32,490
teacher incentives paid to

encourage the incorporation of
the SMG in the classroom

19%
increase in participation over

FY24
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Family Financial Fun Night
Family Financial Fun Nights are events designed to educate families about financial
literacy in an engaging and enjoyable way. These events include interactive activities that
teach participants about budgeting, saving, investing, risk management and other
important financial topics. The goal is to make learning about finances accessible and
entertaining for both adults and children, helping families to better manage their money
and make informed financial decisions.  MCEE offers these events for K-5th grade
students and 6th -12th grade students.

The events this year took place at the Boys & Girls Club in Gulfport, Vicksburg Youth
Development Center (in partnership with United Way of West Central Mississippi) and
Hinds Community College - Vicksburg (in partnership with Future Kings).  MCEE faculty
member, Kenneth Nelson, Master Teacher of Economics is the facilitator for these
events.
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90
Families served in three events



Mississippi goes to Japan
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A group of students and a teacher from Mississippi traveled to Japan as honored guests
of the Council for Economic Education Japan to take part in the Junior Economic Forum
at Tokyo University. This unique opportunity allowed the students to engage in cross-
cultural learning and explore global economic issues alongside peers from Japan.
Representing their state and country, the Mississippi delegation participated in
discussions focused on economic literacy and innovation. Their visit not only deepened
their understanding of international economics but also fostered lasting friendships and
cultural exchange.

The Mississippi Delegation visited with administrators and students at
Rakuo Elementary School in Kyoto, Japan.

Mississippi teacher, Kenneth Nelson and
Mississippi students with two elementary

students from Japan at the Junior Economic
Forum at Tokyo University.

Cultural learning took
place at important

landmarks in Kyoto.

Dignitaries from Japan that judged the student submissions for the
Junior Economic Forum at Tokyo University.



Rockin’ Financial Freedom
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Funding the Future’s Financial Literacy Tour has reached nearly 308,000 students across 36
U.S. states, Washington, D.C., and two Canadian provinces. Through dynamic, music-driven
performances, they inspire young audiences and equip them with practical financial tools to
succeed, pursue their dreams, and transform their lives.  This year’s event was sponsored by
Cadence Bank and we were hosted by Tougaloo College.  Students from Jackson benefitted
from this unique way of receiving a personal finance lesson.
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Executive Committee 

Mr. Jim Perry, Chair
Managing Director/Head of the
Southern Region for the Public

Finance Department 
Wells Fargo 

Mr. Daniel Elliott, Chair-elect
Rankin County President 

Cadence Bank 

Ms. Christy Holyfield, Past-
Chair

Regional Support Officer 
Citizens National Bank 

Ms. Natella Boulton 
VP, Senior Financial Advisor 

Merrill Lynch Wealth
Management 

Mr. Joe Donovan 
Chief Financial Officer

Mississippi Cold Drip Coffee &
Tea Co.

Ms. Aleesha Hudson 
Region Analyst, IV 

Enbridge 

Mr. Deonte Oscar 
President of Hinds County 

Community Bank 

Mr. Kyle Skene, Treasurer 
Assurance Manager, Public &

Middle Market 
Horne 

Mr. Derick Vance 
Vice President- Commercial

Banking Guaranty Bank 

Mr. Anthony Webb 
President 

Southern Bancorp 

Mr. Royal Ails
Executive Director

Mississippi Public Broadcasting

Mr. Casey Bacon (1)
CEO

Statewide Federal Credit Union

Dr. Bret Becton 
Dean, College of Business & Economic

Development 
University of Southern Mississippi 

Mr. Danny Bolanos 
Commercial Banking Relationship

Manager
Renasant

Mr. Brad Davis
Attorney

Watkins & Eager PLLC

Mr. Lance Evans
State Superintendent

Mississippi Department of Education

Dr. Blakely Fender
Professor of Economics

Millsaps College

Dr. Sean Fox 
Department Chair 

Mississippi State University Department
of Agricultural Economics 

Mr. Greg Frascogna 
Senior Vice President, Investments

Raymond James 

Jack Heidelberg
Director

Magnolia Capitol Advisors

Dr. Joshua Hendrickson 
Chair, Associate Professor of Economics

University of Mississippi 

Ms. Amy Hennessy
Director, Outreach and Economic

Education
Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta

Mr. David Johnson, Past-Chair 
Senior VP, Director of Community

Development 
BankPlus 

Ms. Elizabeth Johnson
Communications Manager

International Paper

Mr. Alan McCormick 
Partner 

Ballew Wealth Management 

Dr. Sheila Porterfield 
Associate Dean, College of Business

Jackson State University 

Mr. Jason Quin 
Agent 

State Farm Insurance 

Ms. Sherry Rainey
VP, Director of Corporate Social

Responsibility
Trustmark Bank

Mr. Johnny Ray 
Executive VP

Bank of Commerce

Ms. Kelly Riley 
Executive Director 

Mississippi Professional Educators 

Mr. Josh Scott
Director of Material Handling

Nissan North America, Inc.

Mr. Jackson Sharp
Wealth Management Analyst

Wealth Partners

Mr. Luke Smith 
Assistant Vice President 

Regions Bank 

Mr. Corley Thaxton (1)
Atmos

Ms. Shirley Tucker
Business Counselor

MS Small Business Development
Center

(1) pending vote at October board
meting

 

Director Emeritus 

Mr. Matt Ballew
Ballew Wealth Management – Retired 

Mr. Paul Breazeale
Saunders & O’Neil, Ltd. - Retired 

Mr. Jerome Brown
Executive VP, Director of Community

Development 
The First 

Mr. Brad Maley
Division President 

Cadence Bank 

Mr. Brooks Mosley
President 

Ballew Wealth Management 

Board of Directors



As a 501(c)3 that does not generate income (all programs are offered
free of charge to Mississippi teachers and students), MCEE only exists
because of your generosity and commitment to our mission.  Thank you
for helping us remove barriers to success for all Mississippi students.

Thank You from the MCEE team

at Millsaps College, 1701 North State St., Jackson, MS 39210

601-974-1325

www.mscee.com 

Annual Report

to support MCEE

Selena Swartzfager, President; Christy Walker, Education Outreach Specialist; Jessica Lewis,
Program Coordinator; and Allie Hudson, Vice-President.

@MsEconEducation


