
Welcome to our Sunday Worship 
The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 22, Year A 

October 4, 2026     9:00 a.m.     Rite II 
  
Welcome to St Paul’s Episcopal Church.  We hope that your worship with us will be meaningful and a 
source of blessing and peace.  Please take a moment to silence all electronic devices as a way to quiet 
the business of the world in favor of finding yourself in the presence of God.  If you need to depart early, 
or arrive late, please exit during the hymns discreetly so as not to disturb the worship experience for 
others.   
 
The music in our service is generally found in the blue Hymnal 1982 (listed as “Blue Hymnal”).  Service 
music (e.g. S-278) is found in the front section of the Hymnal. Additional hymns may be found in the 
green hymnal Worship and Rejoice,(listed as “Green Hymnal”). 
 
 
 For the fruit of this creation  Keeseecker       
  
•The congregation stands 
 
 Surely the presence  Worship #131 (Green hymnal) 
 Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place, 
 I can feel His mighty power and his grace. 
 I can hear the brush of angel's wings 
 I see glory on each face; 
 Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. 
  
 Opening Acclamation 
 Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
 People   And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 Song of Praise  Hymnal S-280 (Blue Hymnal)   
 Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
 Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you 

thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the 

sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 

 For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
 Celebrant  The Lord be with you 



 People   And also with you. 
 Celebrant  Let us pray. 
 
 Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and to give 

more than we either desire or deserve:  Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving 
us those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for which we 
are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior; who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
•The congregation is seated 
 
 The First Reading: Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20  
 Of all passages in the Bible, this may be the most familiar.  This Decalogue set forth the eternal covenant relationships between 

God and Israel, and between human beings in a relatively small community.  Yet the constitutions and laws of many modern 
nations are based on this ancient code, particularly the last six commandments.                           

 

 Then God spoke all these words:  I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of 
Egypt, out of  the house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before me.  You shall not make 
for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the 
earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth.    …You shall not make wrongful use of 
the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not  acquit anyone who misuses his name.  
Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy.  Six days you shall labor and do all your work.    
…Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the LORD 
your God is giving you.  You shall not murder.  You shall not commit adultery.  You shall not 
steal.  You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.  You shall not covet your 
neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or 
donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.  When all the people witnessed the thunder and 
lightning, the sound of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking, they were afraid and trembled and stood 
at a distance,  and said to Moses, "You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let God speak to us, or 
we will die.”  Moses said to the people, "Do not be afraid; for God has come only to test you and to put 
the fear of him upon you so that you do not sin." 

 
 Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
 People   Thanks be to God. 
 
•The psalm is said responsively, by whole verse. The congregation’s verses are bolded. 
 
 Psalm 19  (from The Book of Common Prayer)  
 The creative power of God in nature and God's sacred covenant with humanity expressed in the Torah became the centerpiece 

of Israel's religious heritage as set forth in this psalm.    
 

 1  The heavens declare the glory of God, * 
  and the firmament shows his handiwork. 
 2  One day tells its tale to another, *  
  and one night imparts knowledge to another. 
 3  Although they have no words or language, *  
  and their voices are not heard, 
 4  Their sound has gone out into all lands, *  
  and their message to the ends of the world. 
 5  In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; *  

 it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; it rejoices like a champion to run its 
course. 



 6  It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end of it 
again; *   nothing is hidden from its burning heat. 

 7  The law of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; * 
  the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the innocent. 
 8  The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; * 
  the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes. 
 9  The fear of the LORD is clean and endures for ever; * 
  the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 
 10  More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, * 
  sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb. 
 11  By them also is your servant enlightened, *  
  and in keeping them there is great reward. 
 12  Who can tell how often he offends? *  
  cleanse me from my secret faults. 
 13  Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion over me; * 
  then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense. 
 14  Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your  

sight, *   O LORD, my strength and my redeemer. 
 
 The Second Reading: Philippians 3.4b-14  
 Although as a Pharisee Paul was familiar with the Torah, he rested his spiritual authority on his experience of, and obedience 

to, Jesus Christ, not on his achievements in keeping the moral code of Israel.  Knowing and following Christ above all was his 
only  goal, a purpose for which he had made great sacrifice.       

 

 If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more:  circumcised on the eighth 
day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as 
to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, 
blameless.  Yet whatever gains I had, these  I have come to regard as loss because of Christ.  
More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ 
Jesus my Lord.  For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, 
in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that 
comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God 
based on faith.  I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his 
sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the 
dead.  Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to 
make it my own, because Christ Jesus  has made me his own.  Beloved, I do not consider that 
I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward 
to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ 
Jesus. 

 
 Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
 People   Thanks be to God. 
 
•The congregation stands 
 Gradual Hymn: Breathe on me breath of God                #461 vvs 1&2 (The Green Hymnal) 
 
 The Gospel Reading: Matthew 21.33-46  
 Jesus tells a devastatingly obvious parable against the religious authorities who so obstinately opposed him.  The parable, and 

the pointed accusation which followed, would resonate with the members of Matthew's own community when Jewish Christians 
were being driven from the synagogues in the latter part of the first century.    

 



 Gospeler  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
 People   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 [Jesus said,]  "Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a 

fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower.  Then he leased it to tenants and 
went to another country.  When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants 
to collect his produce.  But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned 
another.  Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same way.  
Finally he sent his son to them, saying, 'They will respect my son.'  But when the tenants saw 
the son, they said to themselves, 'This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance."  
So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him.  Now when the owner of the 
vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?"  They said to him, "He will put those wretches 
to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at 
the harvest time."  Jesus said to them, "Have you never read in the scriptures:  'The stone that 
the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord's doing, and it is amazing 
in our eyes'?  Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to 
a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom.  The one who falls on this stone will be broken 
to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls."  When the chief priests and the Pharisees 
heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking about them.  They wanted to arrest him, 
but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet. 

 
 Gospeler  The Gospel of the Lord. 
 People   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 Gradual Hymn: Breathe on me breath of God                #461 vvs 3&4 (The Green Hymnal) 
 
•The congregation is seated 
 
 The Sermon 
 
•The congregation stands, and says in unison 
 
 The Nicene Creed 
 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen. 
 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 
one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance 
with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 
no end. 

 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 

the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken 
through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

  



•The congregation stands, or kneels. Responses are in bold. 
 
 The Prayers of the People 
 Let us pray for the Church and for the world. Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your 

Name may be united in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. 
In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer we pray for The Anglican Episcopal Church of Brazil. 

 Silence 
 Lord, in your mercy Hear our prayer. 
 
 Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we 

may honor one another and serve the common good. 
 Silence 
 Lord, in your mercy Hear our prayer. 
 
 Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly 

in the service of others and to your honor and glory. 
 Silence 
 Lord, in your mercy Hear our prayer. 
 
 Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, 

and love one another as he loves us. We offer thanksgiving for those celebrating the anniversary 
of their birth, especially Charlene Connolly, Phyllis Estes, and Tony Schuler; and for those 
celebrating the anniversary of their marriage. 

 Silence 
 Lord, in your mercy Hear our prayer. 
 
 Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in 

their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. 
 Silence 
 Lord, in your mercy Hear our prayer. 
 
 We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we 

pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. 
 Silence 
 Lord, in your mercy Hear our prayer. 
 
 Grant us grace fearlessly to contend against evil and to make no peace with oppression; and, 

that we may reverently use our freedom, help us to employ it in the maintenance of justice in our 
communities and among the nations, and nurture victims of violence and warfare throughout 
your world, to the glory of your Name, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
 Confession and Absolution 
 Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
 Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we  have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry 



and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
Name. Amen. 

 
 The Peace 
 Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
 People   And also with you. 
 
•The congregation greets each other in peace. 
  
•The congregation is seated for the Offertory.  
  
 Offertory Anthem: This is the day the Lord has made  Haugen     
 
•The congregation stands and sings 
 
 Doxology  
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
 Praise him all creatures here below. 
 Praise him above ye heavenly hosts. 
 Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
  
 The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer A 
 
 Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
 People   And also with you. 
 Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
 People   We lift them to the Lord. 
 Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord. 
 People   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  
 It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, for you are the source of light and life; you made us in 
your image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore we praise you, joining 
our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing 
this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 
• The congregation sings 
 
 SANCTUS 
 Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of hosts. 
 Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
•The congregation stands or kneels 
  
 We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 

creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; 
and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to 
be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have 



delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out 
of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

 
 On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 

thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 
 After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for 
many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

 
 We remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await his coming in glory; 
 
 And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 

from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit 
upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new 
Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being 
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, 
and bring us to that heavenly country where, with the Blessed Virgin Mary, Blessed Joseph, 
Blessed Paul, and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of  your sons 
and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the 
Church, and the author of our salvation. 

 
 By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 

Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 
•The congregation says in unison 
 
 The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
•The congregation sings 
  
 Distribution of Holy Communion 
  
•The congregation is seated, and sings 
 
 Communion Hymn: Gift of Finest Wheat  #705 (Green Hymnal)     
  
•The congregation stands and says in unison  
 
 Postcommunion Prayer 
 Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his 
Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to 
love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 



  
 Blessing 
 And finally my brothers and sisters, live in harmony and with compassion. Show kindness and 

humility.  Return no evil nor slander, but return blessings to all. Bless and do not curse for such 
is your call in Christ Jesus our Lord. And the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit shall be with you this day and all the days of your life. Amen. 

 
•The congregation sings  
 
 Postcommunion Hymn: How great thou art  #51 (Green Hymnal)        
  
 Let us pray. 
 Almighty and everlasting God, make our parish of St Paul's truly a community of prayer 

and belonging. Raise up in our midst the resources and leadership which will enable us 
to act upon what you would have us do, in this place and in a ministry of love and concern 
for others. Open my mind and heart to discern what you would have me do; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.. 

 
 Dismissal 
 Clergy  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 People      Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 



Welcome visitors! 
 

We are glad you have joined us for worship today. Please join us for coffee and fellowship in Trinity 
Hall after the service. 
 
Celebrant and Preacher  The Rev. Dr. Tom Thoeni 
Deacon    The Rev. Dr. Mary Abrams 
Eucharistic Minister/Altar  Linda Connelly 
Eucharistic/Chalice   Steve Carnell 
Lector/Intercessor   Diane Augustus 
Usher(s)    Barb & Dave Abernethy 
 
Active Altar Guild Members:   Joan Allison, Diane Augustus, Rose Porembo, Mia Tajawandee, & 
Cindy Tysiak. 
 
Rector     The Rev. Dr. Thomas Thoeni 
Deacon    The Rev. Dr. Mary Abrams, seasonal 
Administrative Assistant  Marybeth Rein 
Sexton       
Music Director   Jacquie Scaduto 
 
Vestry 
Senior Warden:   Diane Augustus                
Junior Warden:   Julio Albino                 
Secretary:    Jeannie Smith 
Treasurer:    Rose Porembo 
Members:  Mary Lou Dogoloff,  Paul Nelson,  Charlene Connolly,  Linda Connelly 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3901 Davis Blvd. Naples, FL 34104 
Office: 239 643-0197 email: welcome@saintpaulsnaples.org 

Website: www.saintpaulsnaples.org 
 
 

mailto:welcome@saintpaulsnaples.org
http://www.saintpaulsnaples.org/

