
Welcome to our Sunday Worship 

The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 18, Year A 
September 6, 2026  9:00 a.m.      

 
 
Welcome to St Paul’s Episcopal Church.  We hope that your worship with us will be meaningful and a source 
of blessing and peace.  Please take a moment to silence all electronic devices as a way to quiet the business of 
the world in favor of finding yourself in the presence of God.  If you need to depart early, or arrive late, please 
exit during the hymns discreetly so as not to disturb the worship experience for others.   
 
The music in our service is generally found in the blue Hymnal 1982 (listed as “Hymnal”).  Service music (e.g. 
S-278) is found in the front section of the Hymnal. Additional hymns may be found in the green hymnal 
Worship and Rejoice,(listed as “Worship”). 
  
PRELUDE: Sing a joyful song to the Lord  Farrell      
  
Surely the presence  Worship #131   
 
OPENING ACCLAMATION 
Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.. 
People   And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
GLORIA:   Hymnal S-280 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise 
you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you 
People   And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us pray. 



Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always resist the proud who confide in their 
own strength, so you never forsake those who make their boast of your mercy; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 

The First Reading          Exodus 12.1-14  
Here we have the roots of the Passover feast, the family ritual associated with its celebration has lasted for thousands of years.  It became the 
memorial of the historical event which shaped the awareness of Israel as God's chosen people.  Thus, it has become not merely a religious rite, 
mandated by scripture and still practiced by most Jewish families, but a formative rite of Jewish identity.                    
 

The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt:  This month shall mark for you the beginning of 
months; it shall be the first month of the year for you.  Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the 
tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each household.  If a household is too 
small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in 
proportion to the number of people who eat of it.  Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you 
may take it from the sheep or from the goats.  You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then 
the whole assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight.  They shall take some of the blood 
and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it.  They shall eat the lamb 
that same night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs.  Do not eat 
any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, with its head, legs, and inner organs.  You shall 
let none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall burn.  This is 
how you shall eat it:  your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall 
eat it hurriedly.  It is the passover of the LORD.  For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will 
strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I 
will execute judgments:  I am the LORD.  The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live:  
when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.  
This day shall be a day of remembrance for you.  You shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD; throughout 
your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance. 
 
Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 149  (from The Book of Common Prayer)  

The strains of fervent nationalism ring through this psalm, one of five so-called "hallelujah psalms" ending the Psalter.  No one can accurately 
determine its origins or early uses.      
 

1  Hallelujah!  Sing to the LORD a new song; * 
 sing his praise in the congregation of the faithful. 
2  Let Israel rejoice in his Maker; *  
 let the children of Zion be joyful in their King. 
3  Let them praise his Name in the dance; *  
 let them sing praise to him with timbrel and harp. 
4  For the LORD takes pleasure in his people *  
 and adorns the poor with victory. 
5  Let the faithful rejoice in triumph; *  
 let them be joyful on their beds. 
6  Let the praises of God be in their throat *  
 and a two-edged sword in their hand; 
7  To wreak vengeance on the nations *  
 and punishment on the peoples; 



8  To bind their kings in chains *  
 and their nobles with links of iron; 
9  To inflict on them the judgment decreed; *  
 this is glory for all his faithful people.  Hallelujah! 

 
THE SECOND READING Romans 13.8-14 
This brief excerpt continues the theme of personal moral conduct expected of Christians.           
 

Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law.  The 
commandments, "You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not 
covet"; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, "Love your neighbor as yourself."  Love 
does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.  Besides this, you know what time 
it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep.  For salvation is nearer to us now than when 
we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near.  Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and 
put on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in 
debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy.  Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 
Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
GRADUAL HYMN: Lord Jesus, think on me  Hymnal #641        
 
GOSPEL READING:  Matthew 18.15-20  
How do Christians settle their conflicts?  This passage offers practical advice when congregational disputes arise. 
 
Celebrant  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
[Jesus said,] "If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when the two of 
you are alone.  If the member listens to you, you have regained that one.  But if you are not listened to, take 
one or two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three 
witnesses.  If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen 
even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.  Truly I tell you, whatever you 
bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.  Again, 
truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in 
heaven.  For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them." 
 
Gospeler  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
GRADUAL HYMN: Lord Jesus, think on me  Hymnal #641        
 
THE SERMON 
 
THE NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. 



 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the 
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our 
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he 
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 
will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness 
of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy.” 
 
For the peace from above, for the loving kindness of God, and for the salvation of our souls, let us pray to 
the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the holy Church of God, especially The Episcopal / Anglican 
Province 
of Alexandria, and for the unity of all peoples, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For our Sarah, the Archbishop of Canterbury; Sean, our Presiding Bishop; Doug, our Bishop; Tom, our 
Rector; Mary, our Deacon; and for all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, and those who advise them, let us 
pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For this city, for every city and community, and for those who live in them, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
 
For seasonable weather, and for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For those who travel on land, on water, or in the air, or through outer space, especially our winter visitor 
as they travel home, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 



 
For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the suffering, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For those celebrating the anniversary of their birth, especially Paul Nelson, Diane Kane, and Diane Dick; 
and those celebrating the anniversary of their marriage, especially Ralph and Sarah Lawrence, and Richard 
and Karen Seiler; let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and captives, and for 
all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without reproach, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Defend us, deliver us, and in thy compassion protect us, O Lord, by thy grace. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Almighty God, who created us in your own image: Grant us grace fearlessly to contend against evil and to 
make no peace with oppression; and, that we may reverently use our freedom, help us to employ it in the 
maintenance of justice in our communities and among the nations, and nurture victims of violence and 
warfare throughout your world, to the glory of your Name. 
 
In the communion of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Blessed Joseph, Blessed Paul, and of all the saints, let us 
commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life, to Christ our God. 
To thee, O Lord our God. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake 
of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People   And also with you. 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
The Holy Communion 
   
OFFERTORY: What a beautiful name  Fielding/Ligertwod    
      
DOXOLOGY: Praise God from whom all blessings flow                 Old 100th 
  
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: Eucharistic Prayer C 
 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People   We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord. 
People   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  
God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 
Glory to you for ever and ever. 
 
At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in 
their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 
By your will they were created and have their being. 
 
From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, reason, and 
skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned 
against one another. 
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 
 
Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your righteous Law. 
And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the 
way of freedom and peace. 
By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed. 
 
And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and 
with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in 
their unending hymn: 
 
SANCTUS: Hymnal S-130   
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full, full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 
 



And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and the Spirit, now 
bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
 
On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his friends, 
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the 
new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do 
this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming. 
 
Lord God of our Fathers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open 
our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this 
Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy 
Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name. 
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 
 
Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with you 
and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to generation. AMEN. 
  
THE LORD’S PRAYER  Worship #740   
 
DISTRIBUTION OF THE HOLY COMMUNION 
  
COMMUNION HYMN: There is a balm in Gilead  Hymnal #676          
  
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our 
Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with 
gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
And finally my brothers and sisters, live in harmony and with compassion. Show kindness and humility. 
Return no evil nor slander, but return blessings to all. Bless and do not curse for such is your call in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. And the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit shall be with you this day 
and all the days of your life. Amen. 
  
POST-COMMUNION HYMN: All creatures of our God and King  Hymnal #400    
  
Let us pray. 
Almighty and everlasting God, make our parish of St Paul's truly a community of prayer and 
belonging. Raise up in our midst the resources and leadership which will enable us to act upon what 



you would have us do, in this place and in a ministry of love and concern for others. Open my mind 
and heart to discern what you would have me do; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
People     Thanks be to God.  
 

Welcome visitors! 
We are glad you have joined us for worship today. Please join us for coffee and fellowship in Trinity Hall 
after the service. 
 
Celebrant and Preacher  The Rev. Dr. Tom Thoeni 
Deacon    The Rev. Dr. Mary Abrams 
Eucharistic Minister/Altar  Dick Emerson 
Eucharistic/Chalice   Linda Connelly 
Lector/Intercessor   Pauline Suss 
Usher(s)    Barb & Dave Abernethy 
 
Active Altar Guild Members:   Joan Allison, Diane Augustus, Rose Porembo, Mia Tajawandee, & Cindy 
Tysiak. 
 
Rector     The Rev. Dr. Thomas Thoeni 
Deacon    The Rev. Dr. Mary Abrams, seasonal 
Administrative Assistant  Marybeth Rein 
Sexton       
Music Director   Jacquie Scaduto 
 
Vestry 
Senior Warden Diane Augustus               Junior Warden     Julio Albino                 
Secretary   Jeannie Smith    Treasurer Rose Porembo 
Members:  Mary Lou Dogoloff,  Paul Nelson,  Charlene Connolly,  Linda Connelly 

  


