
Welcome to our worship 
The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost, Year A, Proper 12 

July 26, 2026     9:00 a.m.     Rite II 
 
Welcome to St Paul’s Episcopal Church.  We hope that your worship with us will be meaningful and a 
source of blessing and peace.  Please take a moment to silence all electronic devices as a way to quiet 
the business of the world in favor of finding yourself in the presence of God.  If you need to depart early, 
or arrive late, please exit during the hymns discreetly so as not to disturb the worship experience for 
others.   
 
The music in our service is generally found in the blue Hymnal 1982 (listed as “Hymnal”).  Service music 
(e.g. S-278) is found in the front section of the Hymnal. Additional hymns may be found in the green 
hymnal Worship and Rejoice,(listed as “Worship”). 
 
PRELUDE: A Mighty Fortress is our God  Luther   
  
SURELY THE PRESENCE  Worship #131 
  
OPENING ACCLAMATION 
Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People   And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Celebrant  
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
SONG OF PRAISE: TRISAGION  Hymnal S-102   
Holy God, 
Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One,  
Have mercy upon us. 
 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us pray. 
O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy: 
Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may so pass 
through things temporal, that we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

 
 



FIRST READING: Genesis 29:15-28  
The story in this reading seems so outrageous.  We should not be so surprised because it was common in ancient times for sisters to be 
married to the same husband.  The key to this story may be found in a previous verse (29:1) where Jacob journeyed "to the land of the 
people of the east."  The roots of this story may be the combining of ancestral legends of ancient Israel explaining their family histories.                 
 

Then Laban said to Jacob, "Because you are my kinsman, should you therefore serve me for nothing?  
Tell me, what shall your wages be?"  Now Laban had two daughters; the name of the elder was Leah, 
and the name of the younger was Rachel.  Leah's eyes were lovely, and Rachel was graceful and 
beautiful.  Jacob loved Rachel; so he said, "I will serve you seven years for your younger daughter 
Rachel."  Laban said, "It is better that I give her to you than that I should give her to any other man; 
stay with me."  So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and they seemed to him but a few days 
because of the love he had for her.  Then Jacob said to Laban, "Give me my wife that I may go in to 
her, for my time is completed."  So Laban gathered together all the people of the place, and made a 
feast.  But in the evening he took his daughter Leah and brought her to Jacob; and he went in to her.  
(Laban gave his maid Zilpah to his daughter Leah to be her maid.)  When morning came, it was Leah!  
And Jacob said to Laban, "What is this you have done to me?  Did I not serve with you for Rachel?  
Why then have you deceived me?"  Laban said, "This is not done in our country--giving the younger 
before the firstborn.  Complete the week of this one, and we will give you the other also in return 
for serving me another seven years."  Jacob did so, and completed her week; then Laban gave him 
his daughter Rachel as a wife. 
 
 
 

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 

from Psalm 105  (from The Book of Common Prayer)  

This psalm recites the national ideology and covenant doctrine as clearly as any passage in the Old Testament.  This opening segment 
and concluding doxology introduce the foundational theme that underlies all of the Hebrew scriptures:  The Lord is not only Israel's God, 
worthy of praise, but the architect of its history.    
 

1  Give thanks to the LORD and call upon his Name; * 
 make known his deeds among the peoples. 
2  Sing to him, sing praises to him, *  
 and speak of all his marvelous works. 
3  Glory in his holy Name; *  
 let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice. 
4  Search for the LORD and his strength; *  
 continually seek his face. 
5  Remember the marvels he has done, *  
 his wonders and the judgments of his mouth, 
6  O offspring of Abraham his servant, *  
 O children of Jacob his chosen. 
7  He is the LORD our God; *  
 his judgments prevail in all the world. 
8  He has always been mindful of his covenant, *  
 the promise he made for a thousand generations: 
9  The covenant he made with Abraham, *  

 
 



 the oath that he swore to Isaac, 
10  Which he established as a statute for Jacob, *  
 an everlasting covenant for Israel, 
11  Saying, “To you will I give the land of Canaan *  
 to be your allotted inheritance.” 
 
SECOND READING: Romans 8.26-39 
Paul dealt in very succinct, even lyrical, sentences with several subjects of utmost significance:  prayer, the assurance of salvation, 
predestination, the sovereignty of divine love, the unbreakable spiritual bond between the believer and God.  This passage should be 
approached not as systematic theology but as the experience of profound faith.       
 

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that 
very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words.  And God, who searches the heart, knows what 
is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.  We 
know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his 
purpose.  For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, 
in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family.  And those whom he predestined he 
also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified.  
What then are we to say about these things?  If God is for us, who is against us?  He who did not 
withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else?  
Who will bring any charge against God's elect?  It is God who justifies.  Who is to condemn?  It is 
Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes 
for us.  Who will separate us from the love of Christ?  Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  As it is written, "For your sake we are being killed all day 
long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered."  No, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him who loved us.  For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything 
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
GRADUAL HYMN: Fairest Lord, Jesus  Hymnal #383:1   
 
GOSPEL READING: Matthew 13.31-33, 44-52  
These parables of the kingdom point out various characteristics of God s reign in human affairs.  Many scholars look at these isolated 
instances as presaging the time when all humanity will be governed by God s love.  Heaven” refers not so much as a place to which the 
faithful go beyond death, but to a future experience of the whole universe.   
 
Celebrant  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
[Jesus] put before them another parable:  "The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that 
someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is 
the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its 
branches."  He told them another parable:  "The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took 
and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.     …The kingdom of heaven is 



like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all 
that he has and buys that field.  Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine 
pearls; on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.  Again, the 
kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; when it 
was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad.  So it 
will be at the end of the age.  The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous and 
throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  Have you 
understood all this?"  They answered, "Yes."  And he said to them, "Therefore every scribe who has 
been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his 
treasure what is new and what is old." 
 
Celebrant  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
GRADUAL HYMN: Fairest Lord, Jesus  Hymnal #383:3   
 
THE SERMON 
  
THE NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin 
Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through 
the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
the world to come. Amen. 
  
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy.” 
 
For the peace from above, for the loving kindness of God, and for the salvation of our souls, let us 
pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 



For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the holy Church of God, especially The Anglican 
Church of Tanzania, and for the unity of all peoples, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For our Sarah, the Archbishop of Canterbury; Sean, our Presiding Bishop; Doug, our Bishop; Tom, 
our Rector; Mary, our Deacon; and for all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, and those who advise 
them, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For this city, for every city and community, and for those who live in them, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For seasonable weather, and for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let us pray 
to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For those who travel on land, on water, or in the air, or through outer space, especially our winter 
visitor as they travel home, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the suffering, let us 
pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For those celebrating the anniversary of their birth, especially Connie Guensch; and those 
celebrating the anniversary of their marriage, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and captives, 
and for all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without reproach, let us pray to 
the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 



 
Defend us, deliver us, and in thy compassion protect us, O Lord, by thy grace. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Almighty God, who created us in your own image: Grant us grace fearlessly to contend against evil 
and to make no peace with oppression; and, that we may reverently use our freedom, help us to 
employ it in the maintenance of justice in our communities and among the nations, and nurture 
victims of violence and warfare throughout your world, to the glory of your Name. 
 
In the communion of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Blessed Joseph, Blessed Paul, and of all the saints, 
let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life, to Christ our God. 
To thee, O Lord our God. 
 
THE PEACE 
 
Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People   And also with you. 
 
Holy Communion in the Episcopal Church is open to all baptized Christians who receive it in 
faith as the presence of our Lord among us. 
 
The Holy Communion 
   
OFFERTORY ANTHEM: Christ in Me Arise  Thomson     
            
DOXOLOGY: Praise God from whom all blessings flow                 Old 100th 
  
The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer B 
 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People   We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord. 
People   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, for you are the source of light and life; you made us in your 
image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices 
with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to 
proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
SANCTUS 
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of hosts. 
Heaven and ears are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 



 
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and 
above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us 
from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into 
truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
 
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given 
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore, 
according to his command, O Father, 
 
We remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await his coming in glory; 
 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from 
your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon 
these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. 
Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the 
Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that 
heavenly country where, with the Blessed Virgin Mary, Blessed Joseph, Blessed Paul, and all your 
saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 
Father, now and for ever. AMEN 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  Worship #740 
   
DISTRIBUTION OF THE HOLY COMMUNION  
  
COMMUNION HYMN: Be thou my vision  Hymnal #488      
  
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son 
our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body 
and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love 
and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
BLESSING 



  
POST-COMMUNION HYMN: When morning guilds the skies  Hymnal #427          
  
Let us pray. 
Almighty and everlasting God, make our parish of St Paul's truly a community of prayer and 
belonging. Raise up in our midst the resources and leadership which will enable us to act 
upon what you would have us do, in this place and in a ministry of love and concern for 
others. Open my mind and heart to discern what you would have me do; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
People     Thanks be to God.  
 

Welcome visitors! 
 
We are glad you have joined us for worship today. Please join us for coffee and fellowship in Trinity 
Hall after the service. 
 
Celebrant and Preacher  The Rev. Dr. Tom Thoeni 
Deacon    The Rev. Dr. Mary Abrams 
Eucharistic Minister/Altar  Linda Connelly 
Eucharistic/Chalice   Steve Carnell 
Lector/Intercessor   Steve Carnell 
Usher(s)    Barb & Dave Abernethy 
 
Active Altar Guild Members:   Joan Allison, Diane Augustus, Rose Porembo, Mia Tajawandee,  
& Cindy Tysiak. 
 
Rector     The Rev. Dr. Thomas Thoeni 
Deacon    The Rev. Dr. Mary Abrams, seasonal 
Administrative Assistant  Betty Hernandez 
Sexton       
Music Director   Jacquie Scaduto 
 
Vestry 
Senior Warden Diane Augustus               Junior Warden     Julio Albino                 
Secretary   Jeannie Smith    Treasurer Rose Porembo 
Members:  Mary Lou Dogoloff,  Paul Nelson,  Charlene Connolly,  Linda Connelly 
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