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EPISCOPAL CHURCH NAPLES, FLORIDA
Welcome to our Sunday Worship

The Eighth Sunday after Pentecost, Year A
July 19, 2026 9:00 a.m.

Welcome to St Paul’s Episcopal Church. We hope that your worship with us will be meaningful and a
source of blessing and peace. Please take a moment to silence all electronic devices as a way to quiet
the business of the world in favor of finding yourself in the presence of God. If you need to depart early,
or arrive late, please exit during the hymns discreetly so as not to disturb the worship experience for
others.

The music in our service is generally found in the blue Hymnal 1982 (listed as “Hymnal”). Service music
(e.g. S-278) is found in the front section of the Hymnal. Additional hymns may be found in the green
hymnal Worship and Rejoice,(listed as “Worship”).

PRELUDE: Seed scattered and sown Feiten
Surely the presence Worship #131

OPENING ACCLAMATION
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit..
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

GLORIA Hymnal S-280

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we
praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the
world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Celebrant The Lord be with you

People And also with you.

Celebrant Let us pray.



Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, you know our necessities before we ask and our ignorance
in asking: Have compassion on our weakness, and mercifully give us those things which for our
unworthiness we dare not, and for our blindness we cannot ask; through the worthiness of your
Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen.

The First Reading Genesis 28.10-19a

As with all the patriarchal narratives, the Jacob cycle is likely a composite of several sources behind which lay oral traditions many
centuries older. The experience of Jacob's dream confirms Jacob as the ancestor of the nation and thus serves as a symbol of the renewed
covenant relationship between the Lord and Israel.

Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. He came to a certain place and stayed there for the
night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his head and
lay down in that place. And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it
reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the Lorp stood
beside him and said, "I am the Lorp, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land
on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring shall be like the dust of
the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south;
and all the families of the earth shall be blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with
you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for [ will not leave you
until [ have done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, "Surely the
Lorb is in this place--and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, "How awesome is this
place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven." So Jacob rose early
in the morning, and he took the stone that he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and
poured oil on the top of it. He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God.

from Psalm 139 (from The Book of Common Prayer)
If the story of Jacob's dream conveyed the theological message that God could be present to anyone at anytime, anywhere, this psalm
reiterates that message in great poetry. The poem begins with an expression of the individual worshiper'’s deep, but intensely frightening
consciousness of God's awareness of one's actions at all times. This causes the worshipper to flee from the divine presence, a flight that
inevitably fails.
1 Lorp, you have searched me out and known me; *
you know my sitting down and my rising up; you discern my thoughts from afar.
2 You trace my journeys and my resting-places *
and are acquainted with all my ways.
3 Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, *
but you, O Lorp, know it altogether.
4 You press upon me behind and before *
and lay your hand upon me.
5 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; *
it is so high that I cannot attain to it.
6 Where can I go then from your Spirit? *



where can I flee from your presence?
7 If I climb up to heaven, you are there; *
if  make the grave my bed, you are there also.
8 If I take the wings of the morning *
and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,
9 Even there your hand will lead me *
and your right hand hold me fast.
10 IfI say, “Surely the darkness will cover me, *
and the light around me turn to night,”
11 Darkness is not dark to you; the night is as bright as the day; *
darkness and light to you are both alike.

The Second Reading Romans 8.12-25

Paul frequently used the term flesh” to describe human nature, meaning our physical and mortal existence. In this passage Paul
struggled to describe how the moral and spiritual can become the dominant factor in human behavior in this present life and prepare
the believer for eternal, spiritual life with God beyond death.

So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh--for if
you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the
body, you will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not
receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we
cry, "Abba! Father!" it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God,
and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ--if, in fact, we suffer with him so
that we may also be glorified with him. I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not
worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager
longing for the revealing of the children of God; for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its
own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free
from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. We know
that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation, but
we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the
redemption of our bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who
hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God.
GRADUAL HYMN: There is a balm in Gilead Hymnal #676

GOSPEL READING Matthew 13.24-30, 36-43

The parable contained is this passage reveals something about the hostile environment which the early Church encountered. Its original
purpose was likely to be a warning that the circumstances in which the Church was to grow might not be ideal, but the outcome would
be determined in the end when God finally brought history to an end and established the kingdom.

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.



[Jesus] put before them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone
who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds
among the wheat, and then went away. So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds
appeared as well. And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not sow
good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An enemy has
done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But he replied, 'No;
for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. Let both of them grow
together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, “Collect the weeds first and
bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn." ...Then he left the crowds
and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the
weeds of the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the field is
the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil
one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers
are angels. Justas the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age.
The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all
evildoers, and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let
anyone with ears listen!

Gospeler The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

GRADUAL HYMN: There is a balm in Gilead Hymnal #676
THE SERMON

THE NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being
with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came
down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin
Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through
the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of
the world to come. Amen.



THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.
Silence

For all people in their daily life and work; For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for
those who are alone.

For this community, the nation, and the world; For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

For the just and proper use of your creation; For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and
oppression.

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; For those who minister to the sick, the
friendless, and the needy.

For the peace and unity of the Church of God, remembering especially the Province of the Episcopal
Church
of Sudan. For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

For Sarah, the Archbishop of Canterbury, Sean, our Presiding Bishop, Doug, our Bishop, Tom, our
Rector, and Mary, our deacon; and for all bishops and other ministers; For all who serve God in
his Church.

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.
Silence
The People may add their own petitions

Hear us, Lord; For your mercy is great.

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. We offering thanksgiving for those celebrating
the anniversary of their birth, especially Lee Barron, Joan Cacchio, Joan Menslage, Judy Snider,
Evelyn Fieroli, and Susie Bartley; and those celebrating the anniversary of their marriage, especially
Roger and Carol Conant.

Silence

The People may add their own thanksgivings

We will exalt you, O God our King; And praise your Name for ever and ever.
We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.

Silence
The People may add their own petitions

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; Who put their trust in you.



Grant us grace fearlessly to contend against evil and to make no peace with oppression; and, that
we may reverently use our freedom, help us to employ it in the maintenance of justice in our
communities and among the nations, and nurture victims of violence and warfare throughout your
world, to the glory of your Name, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we
humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that
we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

THE PEACE

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Holy Communion
OFFERTORY: O God, you search me Farrell
DOXOLOGY: Praise God from whom all blessings flow Old 100th

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: Enriching Our Worship, Prayer 2

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord.

People It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From before time
you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into being:
sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing.

You made us in your image, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and
wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us. Time and
again you called us to live in the fullness of your love.



And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity,
lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing (say):

SANCTUS

Holy, holy, holy—- Holy, holy, holy

Lord God of power and might—- Lord God of power and might
Heaven, heaven and earth—- Heaven, heaven and earth
Are full of your glory— Are full of your glory

Refrain

Sing Hosanna—- Sing Hosanna

Sing Hosanna—- Sing Hosanna

Sing Hosanna— Sing Hosanna

Sing Alleluia— Sing Alleluia

Blessed, blessed is he—- Blessed, blessed is he

Who comes in the name of the Lord— Who comes in the name of the Lord
Refrain

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin and
death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant,
that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God. Living among us, Jesus loved us.
He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor.
He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then,
the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you.

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave thanks to
you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and
said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and
for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, who
was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living
sacrifice.

Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe your
Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for the world
you have made.



In the fullness of time bring us, with the Blessed Virgin Mary, Blessed Joseph, Blessed Paul, and all
your saints, from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared
from the foundation of the world.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory,
and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

THE FRACTION ANTHEM: Father, we thank thee who hast planted Hymnal #302

DISTRIBUTION OF THE HOLY COMMUNION
COMMUNION HYMN: One Bread, One Body Hymnal #689

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray.

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son
our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body
and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love
and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

BLESSING

And finally my brothers and sisters, live in harmony and with compassion. Show kindness and
humility. Return no evil nor slander, but return blessings to all. Bless and do not curse for such is
your call in Christ Jesus our Lord. And the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
shall be with you this day and all the days of your life. Amen.

POST-COMMUNION HYMN: Sent forth by God’s blessing Worship #712

Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, make our parish of St Paul's truly a community of prayer and
belonging. Raise up in our midst the resources and leadership which will enable us to act
upon what you would have us do, in this place and in a ministry of love and concern for
others. Open my mind and heart to discern what you would have me do; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

DISMISSAL
People Thanks be to God.

Welcome visitors!



We are glad you have joined us for worship today. Please join us for coffee and fellowship in
Trinity Hall after the service.

Celebrant and Preacher The Rev. Dr. Tom Thoeni
Deacon The Rev. Dr. Mary Abrams
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Eucharistic/Chalice Linda Connelly
Lector/Intercessor Diane Augustus

Usher(s) Paulette & Gary Dickerson

Active Altar Guild Members: Joan Allison, Diane Augustus, Rose Porembo, Mia Tajawandee, &
Cindy Tysiak.

Rector The Rev. Dr. Thomas Thoeni

Deacon The Rev. Dr. Mary Abrams, seasonal
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