
Welcome to our Sunday Worship 
Trinity Sunday, Year A 

May 31, 2026     9:00 a.m.     Rite I 
 
Welcome to St Paul’s Episcopal Church.  We hope that your worship with us will be meaningful and a 
source of blessing and peace.  Please take a moment to silence all electronic devices as a way to quiet 
the business of the world in favor of finding yourself in the presence of God.  If you need to depart early, 
or arrive late, please exit during the hymns discreetly so as not to disturb the worship experience for 
others.   
 
The music in our service is generally found in the blue Hymnal 1982 (listed as “Hymnal”).  Service music 
(e.g. S-278) is found in the front section of the Hymnal. Additional hymns may be found in the green 
hymnal Worship and Rejoice,(listed as “Worship”). 
 
PRELUDE: All Things Bright and Beautiful   Rutter  
 
Surely the presence   Worship #131  
 
OPENING ACCLAMATION 
Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People   And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: 
Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This 
is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself. On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets. 
 
GLORIA  Hymnal S-280 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we 
praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 
world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 



For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus 
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People   And with thy spirit. 
Let us pray 
Almighty and everlasting God, you have given to us your servants grace, by the confession of a true 
faith, to acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity, and in the power of your divine Majesty to 
worship the Unity:  Keep us steadfast in this faith and worship, and bring us at last to see you in 
your one and eternal glory, O Father; who with the Son and the Holy Spirit live and reign, one God, 
for ever and ever.    Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: Genesis 1.1-2.4a 
While science may be able to give us some understanding of how and when the universe came into being, it cannot explain the mystery 
of the beginning to God's gracious spiritual purpose as this passage does.  That theme is found in the repeated refrain, "And God saw that 
it was good."                  
 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and 
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters.  
Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light.  And God saw that the light was good; and 
God separated the light from the darkness.  God called the light Day, and the darkness he called 
Night.  And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.  And God said, "Let there be a 
dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters."  So God made the 
dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the 
dome.  And it was so.  God called the dome Sky.  And there was evening and there was morning, the 
second day.  And God said, "Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and 
let the dry land appear."  And it was so.  God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were 
gathered together he called Seas.  And God saw that it was good.  Then God said, "Let the earth put 
forth vegetation:  plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the 
seed in it."  And it was so.  The earth brought forth vegetation:  plants yielding seed of every kind, 
and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it.  And God saw that it was good.  And there 
was evening and there was morning, the third day.  And God said, "Let there be lights in the dome 
of the sky to separate the day from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days 
and years, and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth."  And it was so.  
God made the two great lights--the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night-
-and the stars.  God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, to rule over the day 
and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness.  And God saw that it was good.  And 
there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day.  And God said, "Let the waters bring forth 
swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky."  So God 
created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the 
waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind.  And God saw that it was good.  God blessed 
them, saying, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the 
earth."  And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day.  And God said, "Let the earth 
bring forth living creatures of every kind:  cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth 



of every kind."  And it was so.  God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle 
of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind.  And God saw that it was 
good.  Then God said, "Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them 
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all 
the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth."  So God 
created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created 
them.  God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and 
subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every 
living thing that moves upon the earth."  God said, "See, I have given you every plant yielding seed 
that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for 
food.  And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on 
the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food."  And it was 
so.  God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good.  And there was evening and 
there was morning, the sixth day.  Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their 
multitude.  And on the seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the 
seventh day from all the work that he had done.  So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, 
because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in creation.  These are the generations 
of the heavens and the earth when they were created. 
 
Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
  
Psalm 8  (from The Book of Common Prayer)  
Reiterating the majesty of the passage above, this psalm reflects on what God has done, and still does, in the universe in which we live.  
More than that, it states how we humans fit into the plan of God as conscious stewards of creation.   
 

1  O LORD our Governor, * 
  how exalted is your Name in all the world! 
2  Out of the mouths of infants and children * 
  your majesty is praised above the heavens. 
3  You have set up a stronghold against your adversaries, * 
  to quell the enemy and the avenger. 
4  When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, * 
  the moon and the stars you have set in their courses, 
5  What is man that you should be mindful of him? * 
  the son of man that you should seek him out? 
6  You have made him but little lower than the angels; * 
  you adorn him with glory and honor; 
7  You give him mastery over the works of your hands; * 
  you put all things under his feet: 
8  All sheep and oxen, * 
  even the wild beasts of the field, 
9  The birds of the air, the fish of the sea, * 
  and whatsoever walks in the paths of the sea. 
10 O LORD our Governor, * 



  how exalted is your Name in all the world! 
 
SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 13.11-13 
The Corinthians had many fights among themselves and with Paul.  He ended this letter, however, with an appeal to them to live 
peaceably with one another so that they may truly experience the love and peace of God.    
 

Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell.  Put things in order, listen to my appeal, agree with one 
another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you.  Greet one another with a holy 
kiss.  All the saints greet you.  The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with all of you. 
 
GRADUAL HYMN: Jesus loves me   Worship #437  
 
GOSPEL READING: Matthew 5:13-20 
This passage brings Matthew s Gospel to a fitting conclusion.  The Church has used this commission as an effective mission statement 
ever since.  The words confirm the tradition shared by both the Gospels of Luke and John and Acts, that Jesus commissioned the disciples 
to carry on his ministry in the world.   
 
Celebrant  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People   Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
 
Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them.  When 
they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted.  And Jesus came and said to them, "All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 
them to obey everything that I have commanded you.  And remember, I am with you always, to the 
end of the age.” 
 
Celebrant  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People   Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
  
GRADUAL HYMN: Jesus loves me   Worship #437  
 
THE SERMON 
  
THE NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin 
Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 



 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through 
the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
the world to come. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church and the world. 
 
Almighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make prayers, and 
supplications, and to give thanks for all men: Receive these our prayers which we offer unto thy 
divine Majesty, beseeching thee to inspire continually the Universal Church, especially The Province 
of the Anglican Church of Rwanda, with the spirit of truth, unity, and concord; and grant that all 
those who do confess thy holy Name may agree in the truth of thy holy Word, and live in unity and 
godly love. 
 
Give grace, O heavenly Father to Sarah, the Archbishop of Canterbury-elect; Sean, our Presiding 
Bishop; Doug, our Bishop; Tom, our Rector; Mary, our deacon; and to all bishops and other 
ministers, that they may, both by their life and doctrine, set forth thy true and lively Word, and 
rightly and duly administer thy holy Sacraments. 
 
And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation here present; that, 
with meek heart and due reverence, they may hear and receive thy holy Word, truly serving thee in 
holiness and righteousness all the days of their life. 
 
We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of our President; our Governor; our County 
Commissioners; all those who advise our leaders; and of those who bear the authority of 
government in this and every land, that they may be led to wise decisions and right actions for the 
welfare and peace of the world. 
 
Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works, that, rejoicing in 
thy whole creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and be faithful stewards of thy 
bounty; remembering those who celebrate the anniversary of their births, especially Marcia Entner; 
and those celebrating the anniversary of their marriage, especially Gary and Rosemary Porembo. 
 
 And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor all those who, in 
this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity. 
 
And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith and fear, 
beseeching thee to grant them continual growth in thy love and service; and to grant us grace so to 
follow the good examples of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Blessed Joseph, Blessed Paul and of all thy 
saints, that with them we may be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom. 
Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 



 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 
 
Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, maker of all things, judge of all men: We 
acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness, which we from time to time most 
grievously have committed, by thought, word, and deed, against thy divine Majesty, 
provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against us. We do earnestly repent, and are 
heartily sorry for these our misdoings; the remembrance of them is grievous unto us, the 
burden of them is intolerable. Have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us, most merciful 
Father; for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ's sake, forgive us all that is past; and grant that we 
may ever hereafter serve and please thee in newness of life, to the honor and glory of thy 
Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of sins to all 
those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy upon you, pardon and 
deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to 
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him. If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the perfect offering for our sins, and not for ours only, 
but for the sins of the whole world. 
 
THE PEACE 
Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People   And with thy spirit. 
  
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Offertory Anthem: Holy is His Name  Talbot  
 
THE HOLY COMMUNION 
   
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People   And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People   We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People   It is meet and right so to do. 
 
Celebrant 
It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, give thanks 
unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God, for with thy co-eternal Son and Holy Spirit, 



thou art one God, one Lord, in Trinity of Persons and in Unity of Substance; and we celebrate the 
one and equal glory of thee, O Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Therefore with Angels 
and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; 
evermore praising thee, and saying, 
 
SANCTUS: Hymnal S-130   
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full, full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and earth, and didst make us 
in thine own image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to take our 
nature upon him, and to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption. He made there a full and 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to 
continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again. 
 
For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks to thee, he 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. Do 
this in remembrance of me.” 
 
Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, 
“Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you, and for many, 
for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 
Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and make, with these thy holy 
gifts which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to make; having in 
remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and glorious 
ascension; and looking for his coming again with power and great glory. 
 
And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, 
to bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that they may be unto us the Body and Blood of 
thy dearly-beloved Son Jesus Christ. 
 
And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
whereby we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies. Grant, we beseech 
thee, that all who partake of this Holy Communion may worthily receive the most precious Body 
and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, and be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction; and also 
that we and all thy whole Church may be made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we 
in him; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord; 
 



By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor and glory be unto 
thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. AMEN. 
 
GREAT AMEN  Worship #744 
  
THE LORD’S PRAYER  Worship #740   
 
DISTRIBUTION OF THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 
COMMUNION HYMN: On Eagles Wings  Worship #438   
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
 
Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in these 
holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our 
Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and 
that we are very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company 
of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we 
humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue 
in that holy fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, 
world without end.  
 
 
BLESSING 
  
FINAL HYMN: Holy, Holy, Holy  Hymnal #362   
 
Let us pray. 
Almighty and everlasting God, make our parish of St Paul's truly a community of prayer and 
belonging. Raise up in our midst the resources and leadership which will enable us to act 
upon what you would have us do, in this place and in a ministry of love and concern for 
others. Open my mind and heart to discern what you would have me do; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
People     Thanks be to God. 
  



Welcome visitors! 
We are glad you have joined us for worship today. Please join us for coffee and fellowship in 
Trinity Hall after the service. 
 
Celebrant and Preacher  The Rev. Dr. Tom Thoeni 
Deacon    The Rev. Dr. Mary Abrams 
Eucharistic Minister/Altar  Linda Connelly 
Eucharistic/Chalice   Steve Carnell 
Lector/Intercessor   Steve Carnell 
Usher(s)    Judy Martin 
 
Active Altar Guild Members: Philip Lindquist, Joan Allison, Diane Augustus, Rose Porembo, Mia 
Tajawandee, & Cindy Tysiak. 
 
Rector     The Rev. Dr. Thomas Thoeni 
Deacon    The Rev. Dr. Mary Abrams, seasonal 
Administrative Assistant  Betty Hernandez 
Sexton     Gary Dickerson 
Music Director   Jacquie Scaduto 
 
Vestry 
Senior Warden Diane Augustus               Junior Warden     Julio Albino                 
Secretary   Jeannie Smith    Treasurer Rose Porembo 
Members:  Mary Lou Dogoloff,  Paul Nelson,  Charlene Connolly, Douglas Olsen , Linda Connelly 
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