
Welcome to our worship 
The Fifth Sunday of Easter, Year A 
May 3, 2026     9:00 a.m.     Rite II 

 
Welcome to St Paul’s Episcopal Church.  We hope that your worship with us will be meaningful and a 
source of blessing and peace.  Please take a moment to silence all electronic devices as a way to quiet 
the business of the world in favor of finding yourself in the presence of God.  If you need to depart early, 
or arrive late, please exit during the hymns discreetly so as not to disturb the worship experience for 
others.   
 
The music in our service is generally found in the blue Hymnal 1982 (listed as “Hymnal”).  Service music 
(e.g. S-278) is found in the front section of the Hymnal. Additional hymns may be found in the green 
hymnal Worship and Rejoice,(listed as “Worship”). 
 
PRELUDE: Arise, O Sleeper   Haugen   
  
SURELY THE PRESENCE  Worship #131 
  
PROCESSIONAL HYMN: Holy God we praise thy name  Hymnal #366     
 
OPENING ACCLAMATION 
Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
People   The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 
Celebrant  
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
SONG OF PRAISE: Gloria   
Refrain 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we 
praise you for your glory. Refrain 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 
world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
Refrain 
 



For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus 
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. Refrain 
 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us pray. 
Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life:  Grant us so perfectly to know your Son Jesus 
Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the way that 
leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.   Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: Acts 7.55-60 
Stephen's martyrdom introduces the young man Saul, soon to be converted to become the apostle Paul.  But the main character of the 
whole narrative of The Acts of the Apostles is the Holy Spirit.  The real agent of God's mission in the world is still, as always, the Spirit of 
God who was in Christ.                 
 

But filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God.  "Look," he said, "I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man 
standing at the right hand of God!"  But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed 
together against him.  Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and the 
witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul.  While they were stoning Stephen, 
he prayed, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit."  Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, "Lord, 
do not hold this sin against them."  When he had said this, he died. 
 
Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
  
from Psalm 31  (from The Book of Common Prayer)  

Do not the words of this cry for deliverance recall the previous passage in Acts 7 describing the death of Stephen?  As their only scriptures, 
the Old Testament was the source and model which the writers of the New Testament adapted freely in narrating the Gospel story.   
 

1  In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; * 
  deliver me in your righteousness. 
2  Incline your ear to me; * 
  make haste to deliver me. 
3  Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; * 
  for the sake of your Name, lead me and guide me. 
4  Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, * 
  for you are my tower of strength. 
5  Into your hands I commend my spirit, *  
 for you have redeemed me, O LORD, O God of truth. 
15  My times are in your hand; * 
  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me. 
16  Make your face to shine upon your servant, * 
  and in your loving-kindness save me.” 
 
SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2.2-10 

 
 



Again, Old Testament references were the source for understanding Jesus as a person and the nature of the new community created 
through faith in him.  The Temple of Jerusalem had been the center of Israel's religious heritage.  Built first by Solomon in the 10th 
century BCE, it was razed and rebuilt twice before its final destruction by the Romans.  This passage reflects a time after its destruction 
in 70 CE when the Christian community was finding an existence totally separated from Judaism.        
 

Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation--if 
indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.  Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals 
yet chosen and precious in God's sight, and like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual 
house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  
For it stands in scripture:  "See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and 
whoever believes in him will not be put to shame."  To you then who believe, he is precious; but for 
those who do not believe, "The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the 
corner," and "A stone that makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall."  They stumble 
because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.  But you are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, God's own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him 
who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.  Once you were not a people, but now you 
are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
 
Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
GRADUAL HYMN: O God, our help in ages past  Hymnal #680  
 
GOSPEL READING: John 14.1-14  
We have reached the season of Easter when our focus turns from what God has done to what God is doing.  In today s reading Jesus speaks 
of his departure.  With our post-resurrection faith we understand this departure to be his ascension to the Father s right hand, which 
makes way for a new Spirit-led age of faith. 
 
Celebrant  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
[Jesus said,] "Do not let your hearts be troubled.  Believe in God, believe also in me.  In my Father's 
house there are many dwelling places.  If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a 
place for you?  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, 
so that where I am, there you may be also.  And you know the way to the place where I am going."  
Thomas said to him, "Lord, we do not know where you are going.  How can we know the way?"  Jesus 
said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through 
me.  If you know me, you will know my Father also.  From now on you do know him and have seen 
him."  Philip said to him, "Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied."  Jesus said to him, 
"Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me?  Whoever has seen me has 
seen the Father.  How can you say, 'Show us the Father'?  Do you not believe that I am in the Father 
and the Father is in me?  The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who 
dwells in me does his works.  Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you 
do not, then believe me because of the works themselves.  Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes 
in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am 
going to the Father.  I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in 
the Son.  If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it. 



Celebrant  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
GRADUAL HYMN: O God, our help in ages past  Hymnal #680  
 
THE SERMON 
  
THE NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin 
Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through 
the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
the world to come. Amen. 
  
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy.” 
 
For the peace from above, for the loving kindness of God, and for the salvation of our souls, let us 
pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the holy Church of God, especially The Church of 
North India (United), and for the unity of all peoples, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For our Sarah, the Archbishop of Canterbury; Sean, our Presiding Bishop; Doug, our Bishop; Tom, 
our Rector; Mary, our Deacon; and for all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, and those who advise 
them, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For this city, for every city and community, and for those who live in them, let us pray to the Lord. 



Lord, have mercy. 
 
For seasonable weather, and for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let us pray 
to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For those who travel on land, on water, or in the air, or through outer space, especially our winter 
visitor as they travel home, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the suffering, let us pray 
to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For ___________ , let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and captives, 
and for all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without reproach, let us pray to 
the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Defend us, deliver us, and in thy compassion protect us, O Lord, by thy grace. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Almighty God, who created us in your own image: Grant us grace fearlessly to contend against evil 
and to make no peace with oppression; and, that we may reverently use our freedom, help us to 
employ it in the maintenance of justice in our communities and among the nations, and nurture 
victims of violence and warfare throughout your world, to the glory of your Name. 
 
In the communion of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Blessed Joseph, Blessed Paul, and of all the saints, let 
us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life, to Christ our God. 
To thee, O Lord our God. 
 
THE PEACE 



 
Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People   And also with you. 
 
Holy Communion in the Episcopal Church is open to all baptized Christians who receive it in 
faith as the presence of our Lord among us. 
 
The Holy Communion 
   
OFFERTORY: Goodness of God  Johnson     
            
DOXOLOGY: Praise God from whom all blessings flow                 Old 100th 
  
The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer A 
 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People   We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord. 
People   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious 
resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed 
for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his 
rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices 
with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to 
proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
SANCTUS 
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of hosts. 
Heaven and ears are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen 
into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and 
eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God 
and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your 
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when 
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 



After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy 
Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and 
unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve 
you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of 
your eternal kingdom. 
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 
THE GREAT AMEN.  Worship #744 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  Worship #740 
   
DISTRIBUTION OF THE HOLY COMMUNION  
  
COMMUNION HYMN: The Gift of Love   Worship #397       
  
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son 
our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body 
and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love 
and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
BLESSING 
  
POST-COMMUNION HYMN: Rock of Ages  Worship# 685          
  
 
Let us pray. 
 
Almighty and everlasting God, make our parish of St Paul's truly a community of prayer and 
belonging. Raise up in our midst the resources and leadership which will enable us to act 



upon what you would have us do, in this place and in a ministry of love and concern for 
others. Open my mind and heart to discern what you would have me do; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
People     Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 
 

Welcome visitors! 
We are glad you have joined us for worship today. Please join us for coffee and fellowship in 
Trinity Hall after the service. 
 
Celebrant and Preacher  The Rev. Dr. Tom Thoeni 
Deacon    The Rev. Dr. Mary Abrams 
Eucharistic Minister/Altar  Linda Connelly 
Eucharistic/Chalice   Judy Cimaglia 
Lector/Intercessor   Steve Carnell 
Usher(s)    Rosemary & Gary Porembo 
 
Active Altar Guild Members: Philip Lindquist, Joan Allison, Diane Augustus, Rose Porembo, Mia 
Tajawandee, & Cindy Tysiak. 
 
Rector     The Rev. Dr. Thomas Thoeni 
Deacon    The Rev. Dr. Mary Abrams, seasonal 
Administrative Assistant  Betty Hernandez 
Sexton     Gary Dickerson 
Music Director   Jacquie Scaduto 
 
Vestry 
Senior Warden Diane Augustus               Junior Warden     Julio Albino                 
Secretary   Jeannie Smith    Treasurer Rose Porembo 
Members:  Mary Lou Dogoloff,  Paul Nelson,  Charlene Connolly, Douglas Olsen , Linda Connelly 
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