
St. Paul	the	Apostle
2233 Waldron Road, Corpus Christi, Texas 78418 • 361-937-3864 • Fax: 361-939-7774

E-mail: office@stpaultheapostlecc.com   Website: www.stpaultheapostlecc.com
St. Paul the Apostle Parish Community exists for the sole purpose of carrying out the Mission of Jesus the Christ, 

 the salvation	of	all	Humankind,	by	living	and	spreading	the	Good	News.

PARISH STAFF

Pastor: Rev. Tomasz Kozub 

Deacon: Rev. Deacon Gary Robinson                               
 Director of Religious Ed: Mrs Kayla Davila                            
Youth Ministry Dir: Ms Jessica Lobato                          
Parish Secretary: Mrs Rhodora Martin                         
Bookkeeper: Mrs Cheryl Hooper                                   
 
Pastoral Council Meeting: Meetings are open to all parishioners
and announced as scheduled. 

Knights of Columbus Council 8170: Meetings are held on the
second Tuesday of each month at 7:00PM in the Parish Hall.

Legion of Mary: Meetings are held on Mondays at 5:00PM in
Room “A”.

Catholic Daughters of the Americas Court #2692: First
Tuesday of each month 6:00PM in the Parish Hall.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: Contact the Parish Office. Baptisms
will be on the first and last Sunday of the month after the 11:00AM
Mass. Parents must be registered parishioners of St. Paul the
Apostle. The child’s birth certificate is required. No Baptisms
during Advent and Lenten season. 

SACRAMENTS OF MARRIAGE: By appointment only and with
notice of six months before the desired date of marriage.
Weddings may take place on weekdays at any time and on
Saturdays no later then 2:00 PM.

SACRAMENT OF THE ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Anytime on
request.

Weekday Masses
First Friday and First Saturday - 8:00AM

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday - 8:00AM
Wednesday, First Fridays and Holy Days - 6:00PM

Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:00PM
Sunday Masses: 8:30AM. 11:00AM and 6:00PM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
(Confessions):
Saturdays from 3:30 to 4:30 PM, Wednesdays, First Fridays
and Eve of Holy Day from 5:00 to 5:45PM and also by
appointment.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION	CHAPEL:
Monday through Friday - 9:00AM - 5:00PM

If you wish to sign up for a particular hour to visit with Jesus
every week, please call the Parish Office at         361-937-3864

OFFICE HOURS: Monday through Thursday  9:00AM -
5:00PM & Friday 9:00AM to 12 noon.

BULLETIN E-MAIL:     Office@stpaultheapostlecc.com
             Deadline  - Tuesday at Noon

REGISTRATION FOR NEW PARISHIONERS: We warmly
welcome new parishioners and visitors. If you have any
questions about our Parish feel free to call the Rectory Office
during working hours. New parishioners please register at
the Church Office or Online. Anyone who moves out of the
parish, or has a change of address, please let us know.

 

937-3864

937-3864
937-5875
937-5875
937-3864
937-3864

Follow us	on	social	media:
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5:00PM March 28
D Reddick
H Reddick ans Sr. Araceli
8:30AM March 29
K of C
K of C
11:00AM March 29
J Dancy
D Gundersen and J Dancy
6:00 PM March 29
L Truelove
D Campbel and R Ortiz
N Gonzales and A Turnbaugh
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Ministers of	the	Altar

Mass Intentions for the Week  

 

Saturday
Lector:
EMs 
Sunday
Lector:
EMs :
Sunday
Lector:
EMs:
Sunday
Lector:
EMs:
Homebound:

Monday March 23: Saint Turibius of Mogrovejo, Bishop
  8:00 AM  † Rudy Barrera ~ Rocha Family
Tuesday March 24: Saint Oscar Romero, Bishop and Martyr
  8:00 AM  † Suk Hi Jun ~ Buni Moreno
Wednesday March 25: The Annunciation of the Lord
  6:00 PM † Mary Ann Dennehy, † Josel Dimalanta, † Tita Bullock, 
  † Mary Richards
  General: Ricky Rocha, Rhiannon Rocha, Randy and Nora Atwood
  Healing: Melissa Brooks, Donnie Anderson, Deacon Gary Robinson
  Birthday: Jaylon Rocha, London Rocha, Iris Apiado, Hendrix Soliz,
  Almie Abalos
  

Thursday March 26:
  8:00 AM  † David Vargas ~ Alice Vargas
Friday March 27:
  8:00 AM  David Escalante ~ Birthday  ~ Ange Rocha

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord

Saturday March 28:
  5:00 PM  Melissa Brooks ~ L Burns
Sunday March 29:
  8:30 AM  † Christopher “Stew” Robert Stewart ~ Friends
  11:00 AM Parishioners of St. Paul the Apostle
  6:00 PM  † Donald Chapman ~ Roos Family

“I am the resurrection and the life; whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.” John 11: 45 

Dear Parishioners, 
We’re a week away from the start of Holy Week. 
Our Lord now has his sights set on Jerusalem, and the pace is
quickening. In these next two weeks, we’re living just one part of
the Gospel passage from today: an encounter with the reality of
suffering and death. Jesus is asking us to have faith in him.
In today’s First Reading the prophet Ezekiel reminds us of the
Lord’s promise to not only to bring us back to life but to bring us
home. It doesn’t take theology or catechism to realize that death is
the biggest “game over” we experience in life. Even believing in the
Resurrection does not spare us from fearing the fact that we have
to be resurrected from something intrinsically unpleasant: death.
Even as we lower our loved ones into the tomb, we are
encouraged by the promise of the Lord that death will not have the
last word. We’ll not only be restored to life; we’ll be brought home
and returned to those we love.
In today’s Second Reading Paul reminds us that faith in being
restored to life is not enough. We have to believe that we have to
bear Christ within us to that the Spirit may restore us to life. If we
just believe in reincarnation or being absorbed into some cosmic
energy, or just living on in the memory of those we leave behind or
some cold stone monument, God’s power cannot restore us to life.
When we receive baptism, we die in Christ. We go under the water
to represent descending into death, but we also bind our fate with
that of Christ’s and rise from the waters of death into new life.
Next Sunday we’ll remember Christ’s journey from Incarnation to
Passion and Death, and we’ll participate in that. However, in faith
and in Christ, we know that was not the end of Our Lord’s story,
and it will not be the end of ours either.
In the Gospel today, Jesus shows us our faith combined with him is
something much more. It is not just a passive faith that takes the
shots as they come. Through Martha’s faith in Christ, we see the
power of belief conjoined to God. When news reaches him that
Lazarus was sick, he didn’t go hurrying to Bethany and said the
illness would not end in death. However, he also added something
a little more mysterious, something the disciples didn’t pick up on:
the illness was “for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be
glorified through it.”
In our life of faith, we have to be attentive to Our Lord’s words,
because often at first glance we can pass over what he is trying to
say to us. Faith is not just an assent to something presented to us
as credible. It is also a source of light. We can go back to Our
Lord’s words over and over in faith and find new light and new
meaning.
No one expected Our Lord would be able to bring back someone
who’d been dead for days. All the other people he’d raised from the
dead had only recently died. When Jesus told Martha her brother
would rise, she knew, but she just thought Jesus was consoling her
with the Jewish belief – even before Christ’s Resurrection – that
Lazarus would be raised with everyone else on the last day.
Martha’s faith had been strong enough to withstand not seeing
Jesus for days and watching her brother die. It was strong enough
to be the instrument for the sign he wanted to work for many other
believers: the raising of her brother from death. So he invited her to
believe that even those who believed and died would live. She put
her faith in him, not just the Jewish teaching about a future
resurrection.
When Jesus ordered the tomb to be opened, Martha’s faith was
rewarded, and the power of God through those who believe was
shown.

Sincerely,
Rev. TK
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Christus Spohn Care Van for Women’s
OB And Gynecological Services 

Christus Spohn Care Van for Women’s OB
And Gynecological Services

(medical care for the uninsured)
Will next be here at St. Paul’s on April 15th

and April 21 .st

To schedule an appointment from 9:00AM -3:00PM 
call 877-3547

St. Paul the Apostle Church March 22, 2026, Volume 28 
Issue 12

2233 Waldron 78418 937-3864 Fax: 939-7774 
office@stpaultheapostlecc.com  

Religious EducationReligious Education
March 22 

First Communion Parent Meeting after 11 am
mass in the St. Michael building. 

March 22 
Third Scrutiny for our catechumens at the 11 am

mass 

Please continue to bring in cans to support our
40 cans for Lent drive. All donations will be

donated to St. Paul's Food Pantry. Each class is
collecting any monetary donations for rice bowls

throughout Lent. Thank you for all you do!

March 22 
First Communion Parent Meeting after 11 am

mass in the St. Michael building. 

March 22 
Third Scrutiny for our catechumens at the 11 am

mass 

Please continue to bring in cans to support our
40 cans for Lent drive. All donations will be

donated to St. Paul's Food Pantry. Each class is
collecting any monetary donations for rice bowls

throughout Lent. Thank you for all you do!

Knights of Columbus
Council #8170 

<>< March 24 at 6:30 pm, Penance service. Thank you 
       Jesus for the awesome gift of forgiveness.
<>< March 29, 8:30am Knights Mass. No breakfast after.
<>< Fridays during Lent, Walk with Jesus through the
       Stations of the Cross starting at 6:00pm.  
<>< Fish fry’s continue to be a wonderful success. Thank
       you to all the wonderful volunteers working so diligently.
<>< Knights scholarship application deadline March 27. 
       Check https://www.stpaultheapostlecc.com for eligibility.
<>< Knights Officer meeting, April 7 at 6:30pm.

“With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption.”
Psalm 130

Golden Fish Fry Plate Sponsor
$500

The Knights of Columbus Council #8170

 

would like to thank the following Fish Fry sponsors:

Golden Fish Fry Plate Sponsor
$500

Silver Fish Fry Plate Sponsor
$300

Industrial Piping & Steel
333 45th Street

Corpus Christi, TX 78405
361.884.1677 voice

361.765.8463 cell
361.884.0430 fax

Golden Fish Fry Plate Sponsor
$500
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In the month of March a portion of your tithes will go to
help aid Timon’s Ministries, Mission of Mercy Clinic and
St Paul’s Works of Mercy, The Catholic Relief Services

Collection.

Stewardship of Treasure
March 15, 2026

Thank you for sharing your 
time with us.

Saturday 5:00PM    
Sunday 8:30 AM   
Sunday 11:00 AM  
Sunday 6:00 PM
Children

$         
$         
$          
771

Sunday Offering: 
Online/Mail-in: 
Total (Thank You) 
Total Attendance: 

175
163
289
144

$
$
$
$ 
$

5,976.46
3,525.16
9,501.62

981.00
1,743.00
1,718.00

876.46
658.00

The Mission of Mercy Medical
Center

 

2421 Ayers Street 
Provides medical care for the uninsured. 
Call 361-883-5500 Monday thru Friday 

From 9:00AM to 5:00 PM to make an appointment 

Do Your Share for Our Parish
We are in partnership with St. Peter’s by the Sea UMC and Lord of
Life Lutheran Church to distribute food monthly through the
Coastal Bend Food Bank to households in Flour Bluff. Volunteers
are needed to help with the distribution which takes place at St.
Peter’s by the Sea. Sign up sheets are on the table in the
vestibule. 
Volunteer to help if you can. 
The next food distribution date will take place on April 9  from 3:30
to 5:30pm. Distribution days are the 2  Thursday of each month
St. Peter’s by the Sea UMC. 

th

nd

Finance Corner
Word of Appreciation

Your continued support through out the year helps our parish
greatly. Our parish is open seven days a week and serves
many people in the area with our prayers and through our
Works of Mercy. To those who are homebound, keep us
informed of your needs. Your gifts are greatly appreciated.

Thank you and God Bless 

 SAFE ENVIRONMENT

 THANK YOU FOR VOLUNTEERING

If you are a new Volunteer or in a Ministry at St Paul’s
Please ask about our safe environment trainings.

This training is required for all volunteers from the Diocese
of Corpus Christi

and will stay valid for 3 years. The training can be done
online, link is below.

If unable to do online contact: Denise Campbell 
At 361-813-9428

https://diocesecc.safeenvironment.org 

 

God	is	Calling	You
 

St Paul offers many different opportunities for 
returning our gifts of time and talent to God. 
As stewards of God-given skills and abilities, 

volunteering in a ministry or organization provides 
a way to thank God, share our faith with others, 

and enhance our community.  
Three important ones: Lectoring, 

Minister of the Eucharist and Homebound Ministries 
are in need of assistance. If you feel you are being 

called to one or more of these very satisfying ministries, 
please contact 

Deacon Gary Robinson at (361) 548-4152 or 
the office at (361) 937-3864 for more information. 
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“The souls of the just are in the hand of God, and no torment shall touch them.” Wisdom 3:1

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

HOLY WEEK AND THE PASCHAL TRIDUUM
Sunday, March 28 - Sunday, April 4, 2010

“The days of Jesus’ life-giving death and glorious resurrection are
approaching, the hour he triumphed over Satan’s pride, the time we
celebrate the great event of our redemption” (Preface of the Lord’s Passion
II, Sacramentary). Thus the Church begins the one week of the year that we
formally designate as “Holy.” Simple rituals can link the domestic church to
parish church and Church universal. Enthrone Sunday’s palms where you
pray, behind the family crucifix, even as part of front door decorations:
“Christ reigns here,” they proclaim; “all are welcome!” During the first three
days of Holy Week, ready Easter clothes, prepare festival foods, clean the
house, and beautify the yard. Late Holy Thursday afternoon, share Lent’s
final meal before the Lord’s Supper Mass. Pitcher, bowl, and towel make a
fitting centerpiece; perhaps conclude the meal by washing each other’s feet.
On Good Friday, observe the paschal fast from food—from TV and
computer, too! Then come to Holy Saturday’s Vigil with mind clear, stomach
empty, and heart full of “holy anticipation” that bursts into living flame when
the new fire is kindled.
—Peter Scagnelli
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Sunday        

SScripture Readings
For the Week of March 22, 2026

 

 

For check donations, please make check payable to St Paul the
Apostle and on the memo, write food pantry. Drop off the check 

at the Parish Office or in the collection basket during mass. 
For cash donations, please drop off at the Parish Office.

 Fifth Sunday of Lent
 Greater Than You Expect

 Sometimes a prophet says more than he intended. Ezekiel in the first
reading is talking about restoring Israel after the Babylonian exile. The
Jews saw the Exile as punishment for their sins. God demonstrates
forgiveness by bringing them back to Israel; God also shows them
divine power and glory so that they return to the Lord for their
protection.
 Jesus came to show us God in a new way and to fulfill the promises of
all previous prophecies. Notice how the first reading repeats two
phrases: “open your graves” and “know that I am the Lord.”Jesus
demonstrates that God’s promise is much greater than anything
Ezekiel expected.
 When Jesus went to the tomb of Lazarus, he knew that he was going
to raise Lazarus from death to help his disciples believe. So why was
he “perturbed and deeply troubled”? It could be that he was
disappointed that his friends did not seem to believe that he could do
this. Like Ezekiel, the people of Jesus’ time did not expect him literally
to raise the dead. But God used the prophet’s message to prepare for
Jesus’ message that not only would he rise from the dead, but we will
also. And like the friends and relatives of Lazarus, we too may
question how it could be possible. Fortunately, Jesus helps with that,
too.
 Look at the second reading to the Romans. Because we have God’s
Spirit living in us, we who are sinners can be raised to new life by that
Spirit. When our sins are forgiven, we begin to live a new life by loving
the people we hurt by our sins, forgiving people who have hurt us,
being more concerned for the poor than for our own comfort. We are
freed from worrying about the future, all because we have experienced
the new life of God’s Spirit and, as Ezekiel says, know that God is the
Lord.
Tom Schmidt
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All parishioners are
invited to join us for
Holy Hour in the
Chapel every Monday 
from 7:00-8:00 PM 

All parishioners are
invited to join us for
Holy Hour in the
Chapel every Monday 
from 7:00-8:00 PM 

Fifth Sunday of Lent
Ez 37:12-14; Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8; Rm 8:8-11; 
Jn 11:1-45 or Jn 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45

Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or 13:41c-62; 
Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6; Jn 8:1-11

21:4-9; Ps 102:2-3, 16-18, 19-21; Jn 8:21-30

Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord
Is 7:10-14; 8:10; Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 11; Heb 10:4-10;
Lk 1:26-38

Gen 17:3-9; Ps 105:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; Jn 8:51-59

Jer 20:10-13; Ps 18:2-3a, 3bc-4, 5-6, 7; Jn 10:31-42

Ez 37:21-28; Jer 31:10, 11-12abcd, 13; Jn 11:45-56

Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion
Mt 21:1-11; Is 50:4-7; Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24;
Phil 2:6-11; Mt 26:14-27:66 or Mt 27:11-54



Legion of Mary

 

To Celebrate or Remember 
The intention book for 2026 is open for mass intentions. Also, our large

vigil lights can be lit for a week in honor of a friend, a birthday, a
graduation, an anniversary, or to remember someone you have loved

and lost. 
Contact the office to reserve the date you want. The usual mass

offering is five dollars. To schedule a special week for the vigil light(s)
the offering for Infant Jesus light is $5 per week and the offering for the

two chapel lights is $10. 

Chapel Vigil Lights 
† Beryl Hathcock

 

The Infant Jesus Statue Light 
† Beryl Hathcock

Do you want to serve God more but don't know how? Do you
want to grow closer to Jesus and his Mother? Do you want to
deepen your spiritual life? The Legion of Mary meets on
Mondays at 5:00 PM in Room A. All practicing Catholics, 18 and
older are invited to come. 
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We	would	like	to	take	this	opportunity	to	thank	all	of	our	bulletin
sponsors	and	advertisers	for	providing	our	weekly	bulletin	at	no	cost	to
our	parish.	We	are	grateful	for	your	continued	support	of	St.	Paul.	As	it	is
now	time	to	renew	and	acquire	new	advertisements,	we	ask	that	you

prayerfully	consider	sponsoring	an	advertisement	in	the	weekly	digital
and	printed	church	bulletin.	You	can	advertise	your	business,	promote

your	parish	organization	or	place	a	personal	ad	such	as	"Pray	for
Vocations",	"Pray	the	Rosary",	"In	Memory	of	a	Loved	One",	etc.

Whenever	you	are	in	the	market	for	goods	and	services,	please	consider
using	the	business	and	mention	that	you	saw	their	ad	in	St.	Paul's

bulletin,	and	thank	them	for	their	support.			

We would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our bulletin
sponsors and advertisers for providing our weekly bulletin at no cost to
our parish. We are grateful for your continued support of St. Paul. As it is
now time to renew and acquire new advertisements, we ask that you

prayerfully consider sponsoring an advertisement in the weekly digital
and printed church bulletin. You can advertise your business, promote

your parish organization or place a personal ad such as "Pray for
Vocations", "Pray the Rosary", "In Memory of a Loved One", etc.

Whenever you are in the market for goods and services, please consider
using the business and mention that you saw their ad in St. Paul's

bulletin, and thank them for their support. 		

If	you	are	interested	in	advertising	your	business,	organization,	or	a	personal	ad	on	our	bulletin,	please	contact
	Javier	Aguilera	at	512-694-4989	or	jaguilera@Diocesan.com	

for	more	information.	

If you are interested in advertising your business, organization, or a personal ad on our bulletin, please contact
 Javier Aguilera at 512-694-4989 or jaguilera@Diocesan.com 

for more information. 

Pest Patrol

Sponsor of the week

Please remember those who live in need of prayers: 

Freddie Acuna, Linda Acuna, Alexander Family, Kenny Alexander, 
Donnie Anderson, Nicholas Anderson, Sam Anderson, Lupe Arredondo,

Janie Ayala, George Ayala, Alex Ayala, Abel Bentancourt, 
Esther Bentancourt, Joel Bentancourt, Melissa Brooks,Janet Buhidar, 

Max Borgmeyer, Chris Burns, Chuck Burns, Heather Burns, 
Manuel Bustos, Andrea Cabrera, Antonio Cabrera, Maria Cabrera, 

Claudia Cardenas, Rachel Casanova, Kathy Casey, Isaac Cavasos, 
Miko Cerrone, Petra Cisneros, Brandon Clark, Scott Clark, 

Annabelle Concert, Paul Concert, Jay and Jacqueline Dancy, Diana Diaz, 
Lidia Ducote, Denny David Eaton, Gerald Escamilla, Aida Escobar, 

David Escobar, Elvira Falcon, Laura Farrish, Abel Flores, Gamez Family, 
Justin and Teresa Gamez, Jose Gamez, Amanda Garcia, Cindy Garcia,
Joe Garcia, Debbie Garcia, Mia Garcia, Sergio Garza, Grace Geeding,

Julia and Ellie, Beryl Hathcock, Benny Herrera, Mike Hernandez, 
Dorethea Landers Jones, Olivia Holt, Maria Holguin, David Kraeer, 

Melinda Kraeer and Richard Kraeer, Rachel Kraeer, Maryann Krohn,
Chuck Krohn Jr., Victor Lara, Stephen Libby, Juan Lorenzo, Jose Luiz,

Aimee Lusson, Juanita and Steve Lusson, Kathryn Maraist, Martin Family,
Muniz Family, Joseph S. Martin Jr., Josefina Martin, Jacob Martinez,

Cynthia Mora, John (Johnny) McCarty, Patricio Mendoza, C. Nicholson III,
Marie Martinez, Richard Nunez Jr., Rogelio Olaes, Esperanza Ortiz, 

Lupe Ortiz, Adam Mathias Ortiz, Oscar Ortiz, Jimmy Parker, John Pelko,
Gloria Perez,  Mary Perez, Katia Perez, Rick Perez, Perea Family, 

Faye Phillips, Marianne Quesada, Deacon Mike Rauen, Eddie Rocha, 
David Rodriguez, Michelle Ruff, Phyllis Ruff, Nati Ruiz, Favian Salazar,
Consuelo Salinas, Elizabeth Sanchez, Hudson Schoene, Kari Strehlow,

Crystal Tannous,  Christina Turelli, Kaiden Turner, Sandra Vargas, 
Dannon Elizabeth Vargas, Mark Walker, Carol Walker, Pam Wondolowski,

Robert Wondolowski, Israel Ybarra

 

Everyone, please look over the prayer list and contact the parish
Office at 361-937-3864 or at 

office@stpaultheapostlecc.com if anyone on the list 
No longer need to be listed  
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	Fifth Sunday of Lent
	March 22, 2026

	Mass Intentions for the Week
	Monday March 23: Saint Turibius of Mogrovejo, Bishop   8:00 AM  † Rudy Barrera ~ Rocha Family Tuesday March 24: Saint Oscar Romero, Bishop and Martyr   8:00 AM  † Suk Hi Jun ~ Buni Moreno
	Wednesday March 25: The Annunciation of the Lord   6:00 PM † Mary Ann Dennehy, † Josel Dimalanta, † Tita Bullock,    † Mary Richards   General: Ricky Rocha, Rhiannon Rocha, Randy and Nora Atwood   Healing: Melissa Brooks, Donnie Anderson, Deacon Gary Robinson   Birthday: Jaylon Rocha, London Rocha, Iris Apiado, Hendrix Soliz,   Almie Abalos
	Thursday March 26:   8:00 AM  † David Vargas ~ Alice Vargas
	Friday March 27:   8:00 AM  David Escalante ~ Birthday  ~ Ange Rocha
	Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
	Saturday March 28:   5:00 PM  Melissa Brooks ~ L Burns
	Sunday March 29:   8:30 AM  † Christopher “Stew” Robert Stewart ~ Friends   11:00 AM Parishioners of St. Paul the Apostle   6:00 PM  † Donald Chapman ~ Roos Family



	Ministers of the Altar
	Saturday Lector: EMs  Sunday Lector: EMs : Sunday Lector: EMs: Sunday Lector: EMs: Homebound:
	5:00PM March 28 D Reddick H Reddick ans Sr. Araceli 8:30AM March 29 K of C K of C 11:00AM March 29 J Dancy D Gundersen and J Dancy 6:00 PM March 29 L Truelove D Campbel and R Ortiz N Gonzales and A Turnbaugh
	Dear Parishioners,
	We’re a week away from the start of Holy Week.  Our Lord now has his sights set on Jerusalem, and the pace is quickening. In these next two weeks, we’re living just one part of the Gospel passage from today: an encounter with the reality of suffering and death. Jesus is asking us to have faith in him. In today’s First Reading the prophet Ezekiel reminds us of the Lord’s promise to not only to bring us back to life but to bring us home. It doesn’t take theology or catechism to realize that death is the biggest “game over” we experience in life. Even believing in the Resurrection does not spare us from fearing the fact that we have to be resurrected from something intrinsically unpleasant: death. Even as we lower our loved ones into the tomb, we are encouraged by the promise of the Lord that death will not have the last word. We’ll not only be restored to life; we’ll be brought home and returned to those we love. In today’s Second Reading Paul reminds us that faith in being restored to life is not enough. We have to believe that we have to bear Christ within us to that the Spirit may restore us to life. If we just believe in reincarnation or being absorbed into some cosmic energy, or just living on in the memory of those we leave behind or some cold stone monument, God’s power cannot restore us to life. When we receive baptism, we die in Christ. We go under the water to represent descending into death, but we also bind our fate with that of Christ’s and rise from the waters of death into new life. Next Sunday we’ll remember Christ’s journey from Incarnation to Passion and Death, and we’ll participate in that. However, in faith and in Christ, we know that was not the end of Our Lord’s story, and it will not be the end of ours either. In the Gospel today, Jesus shows us our faith combined with him is something much more. It is not just a passive faith that takes the shots as they come. Through Martha’s faith in Christ, we see the power of belief conjoined to God. When news reaches him that Lazarus was sick, he didn’t go hurrying to Bethany and said the illness would not end in death. However, he also added something a little more mysterious, something the disciples didn’t pick up on: the illness was “for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” In our life of faith, we have to be attentive to Our Lord’s words, because often at first glance we can pass over what he is trying to say to us. Faith is not just an assent to something presented to us as credible. It is also a source of light. We can go back to Our Lord’s words over and over in faith and find new light and new meaning. No one expected Our Lord would be able to bring back someone who’d been dead for days. All the other people he’d raised from the dead had only recently died. When Jesus told Martha her brother would rise, she knew, but she just thought Jesus was consoling her with the Jewish belief – even before Christ’s Resurrection – that Lazarus would be raised with everyone else on the last day. Martha’s faith had been strong enough to withstand not seeing Jesus for days and watching her brother die. It was strong enough to be the instrument for the sign he wanted to work for many other believers: the raising of her brother from death. So he invited her to believe that even those who believed and died would live. She put her faith in him, not just the Jewish teaching about a future resurrection. When Jesus ordered the tomb to be opened, Martha’s faith was rewarded, and the power of God through those who believe was shown.
	Sincerely, Rev. TK
	St Paul the Apostle

	Fifth Sunday of Lent
	March 22, 2026
	Fifth Sunday of Lent


	Religious Education
	March 22  Third Scrutiny for our catechumens at the 11 am mass
	March 22  First Communion Parent Meeting after 11 am mass in the St. Michael building.
	Please continue to bring in cans to support our 40 cans for Lent drive. All donations will be donated to St. Paul's Food Pantry. Each class is collecting any monetary donations for rice bowls throughout Lent. Thank you for all you do!
	Knights of Columbus Council #8170
	The Knights of Columbus Council #8170
	would like to thank the following Fish Fry sponsors:

	Fifth Sunday of Lent

	Stewardship of Treasure March 15, 2026
	Saturday 5:00PM     Sunday 8:30 AM    Sunday 11:00 AM   Sunday 6:00 PM Children

	The Mission of Mercy Medical Center
	SAFE ENVIRONMENT  THANK YOU FOR VOLUNTEERING
	If you are a new Volunteer or in a Ministry at St Paul’s Please ask about our safe environment trainings. This training is required for all volunteers from the Diocese of Corpus Christi and will stay valid for 3 years. The training can be done online, link is below. If unable to do online contact: Denise Campbell  At 361-813-9428 https://diocesecc.safeenvironment.org



	God is Calling You
	St Paul the Apostle
	Fifth Sunday of Lent
	March 22, 2026
	“The souls of the just are in the hand of God, and no torment shall touch them.” Wisdom 3:1

	HOLY WEEK AND THE PASCHAL TRIDUUM Sunday, March 28 - Sunday, April 4, 2010
	“The days of Jesus’ life-giving death and glorious resurrection are approaching, the hour he triumphed over Satan’s pride, the time we celebrate the great event of our redemption” (Preface of the Lord’s Passion II, Sacramentary). Thus the Church begins the one week of the year that we formally designate as “Holy.” Simple rituals can link the domestic church to parish church and Church universal. Enthrone Sunday’s palms where you pray, behind the family crucifix, even as part of front door decorations: “Christ reigns here,” they proclaim; “all are welcome!” During the first three days of Holy Week, ready Easter clothes, prepare festival foods, clean the house, and beautify the yard. Late Holy Thursday afternoon, share Lent’s final meal before the Lord’s Supper Mass. Pitcher, bowl, and towel make a fitting centerpiece; perhaps conclude the meal by washing each other’s feet. On Good Friday, observe the paschal fast from food—from TV and computer, too! Then come to Holy Saturday’s Vigil with mind clear, stomach empty, and heart full of “holy anticipation” that bursts into living flame when the new fire is kindled. —Peter Scagnelli

	SScripture Readings For the Week of March 22, 2026
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday
	Sunday
	Fifth Sunday of Lent Ez 37:12-14; Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8; Rm 8:8-11;  Jn 11:1-45 or Jn 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45
	Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or 13:41c-62;  Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6; Jn 8:1-11
	21:4-9; Ps 102:2-3, 16-18, 19-21; Jn 8:21-30
	Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord Is 7:10-14; 8:10; Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 11; Heb 10:4-10; Lk 1:26-38
	Gen 17:3-9; Ps 105:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; Jn 8:51-59
	Jer 20:10-13; Ps 18:2-3a, 3bc-4, 5-6, 7; Jn 10:31-42
	Ez 37:21-28; Jer 31:10, 11-12abcd, 13; Jn 11:45-56
	Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion Mt 21:1-11; Is 50:4-7; Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24; Phil 2:6-11; Mt 26:14-27:66 or Mt 27:11-54



	All parishioners are invited to join us for Holy Hour in the Chapel every Monday  from 7:00-8:00 PM
	For check donations, please make check payable to St Paul the Apostle and on the memo, write food pantry. Drop off the check  at the Parish Office or in the collection basket during mass.  For cash donations, please drop off at the Parish Office.
	Fifth Sunday of Lent  Greater Than You Expect
	Sometimes a prophet says more than he intended. Ezekiel in the first reading is talking about restoring Israel after the Babylonian exile. The Jews saw the Exile as punishment for their sins. God demonstrates forgiveness by bringing them back to Israel; God also shows them divine power and glory so that they return to the Lord for their protection.  Jesus came to show us God in a new way and to fulfill the promises of all previous prophecies. Notice how the first reading repeats two phrases: “open your graves” and “know that I am the Lord.”Jesus demonstrates that God’s promise is much greater than anything Ezekiel expected.  When Jesus went to the tomb of Lazarus, he knew that he was going to raise Lazarus from death to help his disciples believe. So why was he “perturbed and deeply troubled”? It could be that he was disappointed that his friends did not seem to believe that he could do this. Like Ezekiel, the people of Jesus’ time did not expect him literally to raise the dead. But God used the prophet’s message to prepare for Jesus’ message that not only would he rise from the dead, but we will also. And like the friends and relatives of Lazarus, we too may question how it could be possible. Fortunately, Jesus helps with that, too.  Look at the second reading to the Romans. Because we have God’s Spirit living in us, we who are sinners can be raised to new life by that Spirit. When our sins are forgiven, we begin to live a new life by loving the people we hurt by our sins, forgiving people who have hurt us, being more concerned for the poor than for our own comfort. We are freed from worrying about the future, all because we have experienced the new life of God’s Spirit and, as Ezekiel says, know that God is the Lord. Tom Schmidt
	St Paul the Apostle

	Fifth Sunday of Lent
	March 22, 2026



	Legion of Mary
	Do you want to serve God more but don't know how? Do you want to grow closer to Jesus and his Mother? Do you want to deepen your spiritual life? The Legion of Mary meets on Mondays at 5:00 PM in Room A. All practicing Catholics, 18 and older are invited to come.

	Chapel Vigil Lights  † Beryl Hathcock
	The Infant Jesus Statue Light  † Beryl Hathcock
	To Celebrate or Remember
	Sponsor of the week
	Pest Patrol
	We would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our bulletin sponsors and advertisers for providing our weekly bulletin at no cost to our parish. We are grateful for your continued support of St. Paul. As it is now time to renew and acquire new advertisements, we ask that you prayerfully consider sponsoring an advertisement in the weekly digital and printed church bulletin. You can advertise your business, promote your parish organization or place a personal ad such as "Pray for Vocations", "Pray the Rosary", "In Memory of a Loved One", etc.  Whenever you are in the market for goods and services, please consider using the business and mention that you saw their ad in St. Paul's bulletin, and thank them for their support.



