July 12, 2026

St. Paul the postle

2233 Waldron Road, Corpus Christi, Texas 78418 « 361-937-3864 « Fax: 361-939-7774
E-mail: office@stpaultheapostlecc.com Website: www.stpaultheapostlecc.com

St. Paul the Apostle Parish Community exists for the sole purpose of carrying out the Mission of Jesus the Christ,
the salvation of all Humankind, by living and spreading the Good News.

PARISH STAFF
Pastor: Rev. Tomasz Kozub 937-3864
Deacon: Rev. Deacon Gary Robinson 937-3864
Director of Religious Ed: Mrs Kayla Davila 937-5875
Youth Ministry Dir: Ms Jessica Lobato 937-5875
Parish Secretary: Mrs Rhodora Martin 937-3864
Bookkeeper: Mrs Cheryl Hooper 937-3864

Pastoral Council Meeting: Meetings are open to all parishioners
and announced as scheduled.

Knights of Columbus Council 8170: Meetings are held on the
second Tuesday of each month at 7:00PM in the Parish Hall.

Legion of Mary: Meetings are held on Mondays at 5:00PM in
Room A",

Catholic Daughters of the Americas Court #2692: Second
Tuesday of each month 6:00PM in the St Michael Room

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: Please contact the Parish Office to
schedule a baptism. Baptisms are celebrated on the first and last
Sunday of each month following the 11:00 a.m. Mass. A copy of the
child's birth certificate is required.

SACRAMENTS OF MARRIAGE: Weddings are available by
appointment only and must be scheduled at least six months
before the desired wedding date. Ceremonies may be held on
weekdays at any time and on Saturdays no later than 2:00 p.m.

SACRAMENT OF THE ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Anytime on
request and every first Friday of the month at 6:00pm.

Weekday Masses
First Friday and First Saturday - 8:00AM
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday - 8:00AM
Wednesday, First Fridays and Holy Days - 6:00PM
Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:00PM
Sunday Masses: 8:30AM. 11:00AM and 6:00PM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

(Confessions):

Saturdays from 3:30 to 4:30 PM, Wednesdays, First Fridays
and Eve of Holy Day from 5:00 to 5:45PM and also by
appointment.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION CHAPEL:
Monday through Friday - 9:00AM - 5:00PM

If you wish to sign up for a particular hour to visit with Jesus
every week, please call the Parish Office at 361-937-3864

OFFICE HOURS: Monday through Thursday 9:00AM -
5:00PM & Friday 9:00AM to 12 noon.

BULLETIN E-MAIL: Office@stpaultheapostlecc.com
Deadline - Tuesday at Noon

REGISTRATION FOR NEW PARISHIONERS: We warmly
welcome new parishioners and visitors. If you have any
questions about our Parish feel free to call the Rectory Office
during working hours. New parishioners please register at
the Church Office or Online. Anyone who moves out of the
parish, or has a change of address, please let us know.

Follow us on social media:
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St Paul the Apostle

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

July 12,2026

“So shall my word be that goes forth from my mouth; my word shall not return to me void, but shall do my will.” Isaiah 55:11

Mass Intentions for the Week

Monday July 13: Saint Henry,
8:00 AM David Midyett ~ Yun Nam Sun

Tuesday July 14: Saint Kateri Tekakwitha, Virgin
8:00 AM 1 Shawn Christopher ~ Family

Wednesday July 15: Saint Bonaventure, Bishop and Doctor of the
Church
6:00 PM 1 Mary Ann Dennehy, T Lee Suk Kang, 1 Juanita Lusson,
T Gloria Marie Sierra Garza, T Garcia Family, T Nicholson Family,
1 Israel Salinas, T Amanda Rizon Oville, T Leon Ernest Cadeuix,
T Teodora Avinante, T Bayani Mesina, T Cirilo Villegas,
1 Dorothy Reid, T Leilani B. Smith
Birthday: Emmanuel Cuevas, Edelabeth Shield
General: Garcia Family, Nicholson Family, Rhiannon Rocha,
Ricky Rocha
Healing: Deacon Gary Robinson, Juan Garza

Thursday July 16: Our Lady of Mount Carmel
8:00 AM 1 Margaret Hoelscher ~ Family

Friday July 17:
8:00 AM 1 Milagros Bagnas ~ Olaes Family

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Saturday July 18:
5:00 PM T Ernest Poore ~ Family
Sunday July 19:
8:30 AM { Maria Phoung Tran
11:00 AM Parishioners of St. Paul the Apostle
6:00 PM T David Gonzales ~ Family
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MATTHEW 133

Dear parishioners,

Christ's words have power. Immense crowds press
{ upon him as he teaches. The crowd was so hig,
Jesus actually got into a fishing boat and used the
lake as his speaking platform, so that he could
address everyone gathered on the shore. Crowds
like this hung on his every word wherever he went.
He could easily have turned them into a
revolutionary army and manipulated them for any
number of purposes. But instead, he simply invites
them to change their hearts. Jesus truly is the Lord,
but he refuses to bully us into following him. He is
the "sower" of the parable, spreading God's Word
and announcing God's invitation, but never forcing
hearts to welcome it. This combination of
eagerness to win over disciples, but respect for his
listeners' freedom is especially evident in Jesus'
use of parables.

A parable is a simple comparison between a hard-
to-understand divine truth, a truth about God and

15TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Ministers of the Altar

Saturday 5:00PM July 18

Lector: Sr Araceli

EMs M Borgmeyer and T Borgmeyer
Sunday 8:30AM July 19

Lector: R Gilson

EMs : S Crawford and J Crawford
Sunday 11:00AM July 19

Lector: CDA

EMs: CDA

Sunday 6:00PM July 19

Lector: B ALonzo

EMs: L Truelove and B Truelove
Homebound: B Netek and J Robinson

RICH SOIL AND
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his plan of salvation, and a well-known earthly
reality. Some interpreters say that Jesus used
these stories and comparisons to conceal his
meaning from his opponents. But there is also
another way to look at it. Sometimes people don't
want to accept the plain truth, because it means
they have to change.

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus taught the plain
truth. But many didn't accept it. So now he takes a
more roundabout way to convince them. The
parables offer his listeners a chance to accept
certain truths in the abstract, before seeing how
they apply to them personally. It's a way of
sneaking uncomfortable truths through his listener's
mental defense mechanisms, penetrating indirectly
the minds that have closed themselves to his direct
proclamations. Jesus always respects our freedom,
but he never gives up on convincing us to use that
freedom well. Pope Benedict XVI once said: "It is
necessary that each person freely accept the truth
of the love of God. He is Love and Truth, and love
as well as truth never impose themselves: They
knock on the door of the heart and mind and,
where they enter, bring peace and joy. This is the
way God reigns; this is his plan of salvation."

Sincerely,
Rev.TK 2



St Paul the Apostle

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

July 12, 2026

“So shall my word be that goes forth from my mouth; my word shall not return to me void, but shall do my will,.” Isaiah 55:11

Volunteers are Needed for Media M.‘nis*ry
This is the ministlry that makes it possible for
you fo see the prayers and hymn grics on the
walls a’urin? mass. zf you are inferested Please

call office af (361) 9371-386L.
Tmr'ning will be Frow'a'ea[

CAn Plowr of CAAoration

Please join us for one hour of Adoration, praise, worship,
and prayer as we offer our thanksgiving and petitions.
Come and spend this blessed hour in the presence of the
Lord.

All are welcome.
Every Thursday 11:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.
in the Chapel

at Sunset on the Beach %
Sat., July 25, 2026

Bring your own chair, cooler,
and snacks.

At the Learning Center,

your child will experience
academics, faith formation
and physical developmentin

a safe and loving environment
under the administration of the
Dorminican Sisters.

For more information, come
and see us at our location
behind St. Paul the Apostle
or call | email
Sr Guada (361) 939-9847
olres199@gmail.com

Enroliment is now open for
children aged 18months to
5 years old.

~ 6:00pm every 1* Thursday

All parishioners are
invited to join us for:
Holy Hour in the
Chapel every I and 3™
Monday of the montli,
from
7:00-8:00pm.

All are invited to attend

r- Adoration for Vocations

§ every 2" and 4" Thursday

' of each month from 5:00-
7:00pm in the chapel.

Join us for hoﬁ“ﬂy devotion'to
honor the body angékjod of
our Lord Jesus from 5:00 -

~the month in the Chapel

P X

A
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O GOD, MASTER OF THIS PASSING WORLD, HEAR
THE HUMBLE VOICES OF YOUR CHILDREN. THE SEA
OF GALILEE OBEYED YOUR ORDER' AND-R R
TO ITS FORMER QUIETUDE. WE L VE

.-OFTHE GULF OF MEXICO, A G
-~WE HAVE NO CONTROL. O LOVING

US FROM STORMS AND HU

" POWER INTO PRAISE OF YOUR GOODNE

THIS THROUGH OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, YOUR -
SON, WHO LIVES AND REIGNS WITH YOU AND THE
HOLY SPIRIT, GOD FOREVER AND EVER. AMEN

Take this assessment to find out if you're ready for this year's hurricane season!

For more information about Hurricane E 21 y
Preparedness please call | text: jg=.13

Rick Olivares
(361) 500-1947+

Scan QR Code for full flyer




St Paul the Apostle

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time July 12,2026

“So shall my word be that goes forth from my mouth; my word shall not return to me void, but shall do my will.” Isaiah 55:11
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Religious Education Knights of Columbus
Council #8170
Religious Education registration is now open!
Classes begin on Sunday, September 13.
. . Pray; daily. God loves you.
Scan the QR code for either returning students or a new <><Tld \ _
student registration for our 3 years old - 6th grade class. <>< Knights meeting July 14, Rosary before at 6:30pm.
g y g <>< July 25. Catholic Daughters Bonfire and Rosary at
v All registration classes including middle school and ¢ Sunset on the Beach. Start at 6:00pm with Rosary at
p confirmation available at stpaultheapostlecc.com under ¢ 7:45pm. Mile Marker 215-217.
religious education. <>< July 26, 8:30am Knights Mass; Rosary before at
8:00am. Lector, Ushers and EMs needed. Team 3
breakfast after.
<>< Knights Officer meeting, August 4 at 6:30am.
“Brothers and sisters: | consider that the sufferings of this
present time are as nothing compared with the glory to be
Student QR revealed for us.” Romans. 8:18
» Py %

" Catholic Daughters

Corner
: )

St. Paul the Apostle Church July 5, 2026, Volume 28
Issue 27

s

ot 2233 Waldron 78418 937-3864 Fax: 939-7774
. office@stpaultheapostlecc.com
Catholic Daughters Mass
Sunday, July 19 _ —_— 1|
@© Rosary: 10:30 AM — " . .
% Mass: 11:00 AM Youth nght!
We encourage all members to JOin us evel‘y Othel‘ WedneSday at
Jjoin us as we pray and worship together. ® St. Michael’s BU|Id|ng
sfar | ) 6:00-8:00 PM
Bonfire and Rosary & Come hang out with us for a night full of:
at Sunset on the Beach J, Faith# Games € Snacks(> '
Sat., July 25, 2026 Real Talk" ’ New Friendships
® Time: 6pm Bring your friends & good vibes —
) Rosary 7:45 pm. we can’'t wait to see you!
Q@ Mile Marker 215-217 You belong here.
Bring vour own chair, cooler, and snacks. _//
"!"‘ l__-—-—-—'-'-_'=—_ -
NEXT MEETING - AUGUST 11, 2026
goo St. Michael Building .
ooo The Catholic Daughters will not meet in July. Chrlstus Sp Ohn Care Van for Women’s
* 6:30 PM - Reflection by Deacon Frank . .
—— O 7.00-8:30 PM - CDA Mecting OB And Gynecological Services
. ~< OURMOTTO >~ | )\ | sy | Christus Spohn Care Van for Women's OB
@ Unity and Charity @ = And GynECO|Ogica| Services
o (medical care for the uninsured)
. M BIBLE VERSE & Will next be here at St. Paul’s on July15"
“Let all r.hl\;r'li:::.:fr.l be dome our Mother, and Ju|y2181
{1 Corinthians 16:14 o pray forus To schedule an appointment from 9:00AM -3:00PM
Ll call 877-3547


http://stpaultheapostlecc.com/
http://stpaultheapostlecc.com/

St Paul the Apostle

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

July 12, 2026

“So shall my word be that goes forth from my mouth; my word shall not return to me void, but shall do my will.” Isaiah 55:11

Stewardship of Treasure

July 06, 2026

Sunday Offering: $ 5,978.09
Online/Mail-in: $ 3,859.91
Total (Thank You) $ 9,838.00
Total Attendance: 581

Saturday 5:00PM 105 $ 1,858.00
Sunday 8:30 AM 164 $ 2,022.00
Sunday 11:00 AM 157 $ 1,021.25
Sunday 6:00 PM 155 $ 973.84
Children $ 103.00

Thank you for sharing your
time with us.

In the month of May a portion of your tithes will go to
help aid Timon’s Ministries, Mission of Mercy Clinic,
St Paul's Works of Mercy and Solidarity Fund for the

Church in Africa.

Finance Corner
Word of Appreciation

Your continued support through out the year helps our parish

greatly. Our parish is open seven days a week and serves

many people in the area with our prayers and through our

Works of Mercy. To those who are homebound, keep us

informed of your needs. Your gifts are greatly appreciated.
Thank you and God Bless

Bishop s@
Stewar ship

Bishop's Stewardship Appeal: We have successfully reached
our goal of $33,474.00, with total pledges reaching
$35,999.00 and $17,024.00 paid to date. Your generous
participation is a true blessing to our Church and Diocese.

Thank you for your commitment to supporting the vital
ministries funded by this appeal.

for the Diocese
of Corpus Christi

0@(:&’6?{/6@' %ng

L All are invited to pray,
githe Chaplet of the Divine
Mercy every Wednesday

: \‘i\and Friday at 3: OOpm
gt mg the Exposition of
Milie Blessed Sacrament

i

Do Your Share for Our Parish

We are in partnership with St. Peter's by the Sea UMC and Lord of
Life Lutheran Church to distribute food monthly through the
Coastal Bend Food Bank to households in Flour Bluff. Volunteers
are needed to help with the distribution which takes place at St.
Peter's by the Sea. Sign up sheets are on the table in the
vestibule.

Volunteer to help if you can.

The next food distribution date will take place on Aug 13" from
3:30 to 5:30pm. Distribution days are the 2" Thursday of each
month St. Peter’s by the Sea UMC.

The Mission of Mercy Medical
Center

2421 Ayers Street
Provides medical care for the uninsured.
Call 361-883-5500 Monday thru Friday
From 9:00AM to 5:00 PM to make an appointment

God is Calling You

St Paul offers many different opportunities for
“returning our gifts of time and talent to God.
ewards of God-given skills and abilities,
lunteering in a ministry or organization
providesa way to thank God, share

with others and enhance our community.

Three important ones: Lectoring,
Minister of the Eucharist and Homebound Ministries
are in need of assistance.

If you feel you are being called to one or more of these
very satisfying ministries, please contact
Deacon Gary Robinson at (361) 548-4152 or
the office at (361) 937-3864 for more information.



St Paul the Apostle Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time July 12,2026

“So shall my word be that goes forth from my mouth; my word shall not return to me void, but shall do my will.” Isaiah 55:11

OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL
July 16

é& Today's feast dates back to the 14th century, when it was
» ) instituted by the Carmelite order in celebration of the pope’s
approval of its name and constitutions. It is celebrated on July
16" because Carmelite tradition states that Our Lady
‘ appeared to Simon Stock and gave him the scapular on that

day. Hermits lived on Mount Carmel in northern Israel in the

12" century and by the 13th century they became known as
the “Brothers of Our Lady of Mount Carmel.” The Carmelites have a long
standing reputation for being especially devoted to Mary and have promoted
devotion to her throughout the centuries. Saint Teresa of Avila even called
them “the Order of the Virgin”. The scapular they wear, and invite all of us to
wear as well, symbolizes her special protection and calls us to prayer and
penance. Now this feast is celebrated all over the world, from Spain to Peru
and beyond. Our Lady lovingly covers us with her mantle of protection and
calls us into a deeper relationship with Our Lord. Let us answer that call
today.

—Tami Urcia

i

Scripture Readings
For the Week of July 12, 2026

Sunday Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Is 55:10-11; Ps 65:10, 11, 12-13, 14; Rom 8:18-23; Mt
13:1-23 or Mt 13:1-9

Monday Saint Henry
Is 1:10-17; Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21, 23; Mt 10:34-11:1

Tuesday Memorial of Saint Kateri Tekakwitha, Virgin
Is 7:1-9; Ps 48:2-3a, 3b-4, 5-6, 7-8; Mt 11:20-24

Wednesday Memorial of Saint Bonaventure, Bishop and Doctor
of the Church
Is 10:5-7, 13b-16; Ps 94:5-6, 7-8, 9-10, 14-15;
Mt 11:25-27
Thursday  Hos 11:1-4, 8e-9; Ps 80:2ac, 3b, 15-16; Mt 10:7-15
Friday Is 38:1-6, 21-22, 7-8; Is 38:10, 11, 12abcd, 16; Mt 12:1-8
Saturday  Mi 2:1-5; Ps 10:1-2, 3-4, 7-8, 14; Mt 12:14-21
Sunday Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Wis 12:13, 16-19; Ps 86:5-6, 9-10, 15-16; Rom 8:26-27;
Mt 13:24-43 or Mt 13:24-30

SAFE ENVIRONMENT
THANK YOU FOR VOLUNTEERING

If you are a new Volunteer or in a Ministry at St Paul’s
Please ask about our safe environment trainings.
This training is required for all volunteers from the Diocese

of Corpus Christi and will stay valid for 3 years.

The training can be done online, link is below.

If unable to do online contact:
Denise Campbell at 361-813-9428
https://diocesecc.safeenvironment.org 5

"lgy, DROP OFF YOUR DONATED ITEMS
“8 DURING PANTRY HOURS ONLY.
Uinen Ta % PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE ANYTHING
A '._{% OUTSIDE OF THE BUILDING.

o) 5T :’IUL
/

¥
Pl PROUD PARTNER OF
g E-ﬂ PANTRY astalBend
& Mg, o
o g, e, FoodBank
MAP FOR DIRECTIONS AMERica

%

Thank you for you for stepping up to support our
St Paul the Apostle Works of Mercy Food Pantry.
Because of your generous contributions, our
shelves are well stocked and prepared for our
student recipients this summer break.

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Parables, Anyone?

Jesus threw out parables like a farmer sowing seeds. Some of them
fell on the ears of those who would be disciples. But most fell on the
ears of people not ready to understand. The path, the rocky ground,
and the thorns are all metaphors for how his teachings were received.
So how do we receive his word?

Do we hear it without understanding, letting it go in one ear and out
the other? Do we hear it joyfully, but then forget it when troubles or
difficulties come along? Do we listen to the word but ignore it in the
face of later temptation?

If we want the word to grow strong in us, we can take steps to help
ourselves understand it. We can come to church early and spend a
few minutes with the readings before Mass. After Mass we can talk
about the readings or the homily with our family over breakfast. We
can pick out one practical point to practice that week.

God’s word can be likened to a ball game. We can sit back and
watch, not really involved or caring who wins. Or we can jump in and
participate and make the game ours. Let us ask God how we can

take the word and run with it.
-Tom Schmidt




St Paul the Apostle

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

“So shall my word be that goes forth from my mouth; my word shall not return to me void, but shall do my will.” Isaiah 55:11

Legion of Mary

Do you want to serve God more but don't know how? Do you
want to grow closer to Jesus and his Mother? Do you want to
deepen your spiritual life? The Legion of Mary meets on
Mondays at 5:00 PM in Room A. All practicing Catholics, 18 and
older are invited to come.

Chapel Vigil Lights
Parishioners of St Paul

The Infant Jesus Statue Light
T Leilani B. Smith

To Celebrate or Remember

The intention book for 2026 is open for mass intentions. Also, our large
vigil lights can be lit for a week in honor of a friend, a birthday, a
graduation, an anniversary, or to remember someone you have loved
and lost.

Contact the office to reserve the date you want. The usual mass
offering is five dollars. To schedule a special week for the vigil light(s)
the offering for Infant Jesus light is $5 per week and the offering for the
two chapel lights is $10.

Sponsor of the week

Our Lady of the Rosary Learning Center

Please remember those who live in need of prayers:

Freddie Acuna, Linda Acuna, Alexander Family, Kenny Alexander,
Donnie Anderson, Nicholas Anderson, Sam Anderson, Lupe Arredondo,
Janie Ayala, George Ayala, Alex Ayala, Abel Bentancourt,

Esther Bentancourt, Joel Bentancourt, Stanley and Olga Bienia,
Melissa Brooks, Janet Buhidar, Max Borgmeyer, Chris Burns,
Chuck Burns, Heather Burns, Manuel Bustos, Andrea Cabrera,
Antonio Cabrera, Maria Cabrera, Claudia Cardenas, Kathy Casey,
Isaac Cavasos, Miko Cerrone, Brandon Clark, Annabelle Concert,

Jay and Jacqueline Dancy, Diana Diaz, Lidia Ducote, Denny David Eaton,
Gerald Escamilla, Aida Escobar, David Escobar, Elvira Falcon,
Laura Farrish, Abel Flores, Gamez Family,

Justin and Teresa Gamez, Jose Gamez, Amanda Garcia, Cindy Garcia,
Joe Garcia, Debbie Garcia, Mia Garcia, Sergio Garza, Grace Geeding,
Julia and Ellie, Benny Herrera, Mike Hernandez, Dorethea Landers Jones,
Maria Holguin, David Kraeer, Melinda Kraeer and Richard Kraeer,
Rachel Kraeer, Maryann Krohn, Chuck Krohn Jr., Victor Lara,
Stephen Libby, Juan Lorenzo, Jose Luiz, Aimee Lusson, Steve Lusson,
Kathryn Maraist, Martin Family, Joseph S. Martin Jr., Josefina Martin,
Jacob Martinez, Marie Martinez Cynthia Mora, John (Johnny) McCarty,
Patricio Mendoza, C. Nicholson Ill, Muniz Family, Minnie Nills,
Richard Nunez Jr., Rogelio Olaes, Esperanza Ortiz, Lupe Ortiz,
Adam Mathias Ortiz, Oscar Ortiz, Jimmy Parker, John Pelko, Gloria Perez,
Mary Perez, Katia Perez, Rick Perez, Perea Family, Faye Phillips,
Caleb Poore, Marianne Quesada, Deacon Mike Rauen, Eddie Rocha,
David Rodriguez, Michelle Ruff, Phyllis Ruff, Nati Ruiz, Favian Salazar,
Consuelo Salinas, Elizabeth Sanchez, Hudson Schoene, Kari Strehlow,
Crystal Tannous, Christina Turelli, Kaiden Turner, Sandra Vargas,
Dannon Elizabeth Vargas, Mark Walker, Carol Walker,

Albert Glen Whitehead, Pam Wondolowski, Robert Wondolowski,
Israel Ybarra

Everyone, please look over the prayer list and contact the parish
Office at 361-937-3864 or at
office@stpaultheapostlecc.com if anyone on the list

No longer need to be listed

i y(;u are interested in advertising your business, organization, or a personal ad on our bulletin, please contact
Javier Aguilera at 512-694-4989 or jaguilera@Diocesan.com

for more information.

July 12,2026
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	July 12, 2026
	St. Paul the Apostle
	2233 Waldron Road, Corpus Christi, Texas 78418 • 361-937-3864 • Fax: 361-939-7774 E-mail: office@stpaultheapostlecc.com   Website: www.stpaultheapostlecc.com
	St. Paul the Apostle Parish Community exists for the sole purpose of carrying out the Mission of Jesus the Christ,   the salvation of all Humankind, by living and spreading the Good News.
	PARISH STAFF
	Follow us on social media:
	St Paul the Apostle

	Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
	July 12, 2026

	Mass Intentions for the Week
	Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
	Dear parishioners,
	Christ's words have power. Immense crowds press upon him as he teaches. The crowd was so big, Jesus actually got into a fishing boat and used the lake as his speaking platform, so that he could address everyone gathered on the shore. Crowds like this hung on his every word wherever he went. He could easily have turned them into a revolutionary army and manipulated them for any number of purposes. But instead, he simply invites them to change their hearts. Jesus truly is the Lord, but he refuses to bully us into following him. He is the "sower" of the parable, spreading God's Word and announcing God's invitation, but never forcing hearts to welcome it. This combination of eagerness to win over disciples, but respect for his listeners' freedom is especially evident in Jesus' use of parables.  A parable is a simple comparison between a hard-to-understand divine truth, a truth about God and his plan of salvation, and a well-known earthly reality. Some interpreters say that Jesus used these stories and comparisons to conceal his meaning from his opponents. But there is also another way to look at it. Sometimes people don't want to accept the plain truth, because it means they have to change. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus taught the plain truth. But many didn't accept it. So now he takes a more roundabout way to convince them. The parables offer his listeners a chance to accept certain truths in the abstract, before seeing how they apply to them personally. It's a way of sneaking uncomfortable truths through his listener's mental defense mechanisms, penetrating indirectly the minds that have closed themselves to his direct proclamations. Jesus always respects our freedom, but he never gives up on convincing us to use that freedom well. Pope Benedict XVI once said: "It is necessary that each person freely accept the truth of the love of God. He is Love and Truth, and love as well as truth never impose themselves: They knock on the door of the heart and mind and, where they enter, bring peace and joy. This is the way God reigns; this is his plan of salvation."
	Sincerely,  Rev.TK


	Ministers of the Altar
	St Paul the Apostle
	Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
	July 12, 2026
	“So shall my word be that goes forth from my mouth; my word shall not return to me void, but shall do my will,.” Isaiah 55:11

	All parishioners are invited to join us for Holy Hour in the Chapel every 1st and 3rd Monday of the month, from  7:00-8:00pm.
	All are invited to attend Adoration for Vocations every 2nd and 4th Thursday of each month from 5:00-7:00pm in the chapel.

	An Hour of Adoration
	Please join us for one hour of Adoration, praise, worship, and prayer as we offer our thanksgiving and petitions. Come and spend this blessed hour in the presence of the Lord.
	All are welcome. Every Thursday 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. in the Chapel
	Join us for hourly devotion to honor the body and blood of our Lord Jesus from 5:00 - 6:00pm every 1st Thursday of the month in the Chapel
	Prayer To Avert Storms And Hurricanes
	O GOD, MASTER OF THIS PASSING WORLD, HEAR THE HUMBLE VOICES OF YOUR CHILDREN. THE SEA OF GALILEE OBEYED YOUR ORDER AND RETURNED TO ITS FORMER QUIETUDE. WE LIVE IN THE SHADOW OF THE GULF OF MEXICO, A DANGER OVER WHICH WE HAVE NO CONTROL. O LOVING FATHER, SPARE US FROM STORMS AND HURRICANES THAT THREATEN US AND TURN OUR FEAR OF YOUR POWER INTO PRAISE OF YOUR GOODNESS. GRANT THIS THROUGH OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, YOUR SON, WHO LIVES AND REIGNS WITH YOU AND THE HOLY SPIRIT, GOD FOREVER AND EVER. AMEN


	Rick Olivares (361) 500-1947
	Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time


	Religious Education
	Knights of Columbus Council #8170
	Youth Night!
	Christus Spohn Care Van for Women’s OB And Gynecological Services
	St Paul the Apostle

	Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
	July 12, 2026


	Stewardship of Treasure July 06, 2026
	Sunday Offering:  Online/Mail-in:  Total (Thank You)  Total Attendance:
	$          $          $           581
	5,978.09 3,859.91 9,838.00
	Saturday 5:00PM     Sunday 8:30 AM    Sunday 11:00 AM   Sunday 6:00 PM Children
	105 164 157 155
	1,858.00 2,022.00 1,021.25 973.84 103.00
	Thank you for sharing your  time with us.
	In the month of May a portion of your tithes will go to help aid Timon’s Ministries, Mission of Mercy Clinic,  St Paul’s Works of Mercy and Solidarity Fund for the Church in Africa.
	Finance Corner Word of Appreciation
	Your continued support through out the year helps our parish greatly. Our parish is open seven days a week and serves many people in the area with our prayers and through our Works of Mercy. To those who are homebound, keep us informed of your needs. Your gifts are greatly appreciated. Thank you and God Bless
	Bishop’s Stewardship Appeal: We have successfully reached our goal of $33,474.00, with total pledges reaching $35,999.00 and $17,024.00 paid to date.  Your generous participation is a true blessing to our Church and Diocese. Thank you for your commitment to supporting the vital ministries funded by this appeal.


	Do Your Share for Our Parish
	We are in partnership with St. Peter’s by the Sea UMC and Lord of Life Lutheran Church to distribute food monthly through the Coastal Bend Food Bank to households in Flour Bluff. Volunteers are needed to help with the distribution which takes place at St. Peter’s by the Sea. Sign up sheets are on the table in the vestibule.  Volunteer to help if you can.  The next food distribution date will take place on Aug 13th from 3:30 to 5:30pm. Distribution days are the 2nd Thursday of each month St. Peter’s by the Sea UMC.

	The Mission of Mercy Medical Center
	2421 Ayers Street  Provides medical care for the uninsured.  Call 361-883-5500 Monday thru Friday  From 9:00AM to 5:00 PM to make an appointment


	God is Calling You
	Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
	St Paul the Apostle
	July 12, 2026


	OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL                 July 16
	Scripture Readings For the Week of July 12, 2026
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday
	Sunday
	SAFE ENVIRONMENT  THANK YOU FOR VOLUNTEERING
	If you are a new Volunteer or in a Ministry at St Paul’s Please ask about our safe environment trainings. This training is required for all volunteers from the Diocese of Corpus Christi and will stay valid for 3 years.  The training can be done online, link is below. If unable to do online contact:  Denise Campbell at 361-813-9428 https://diocesecc.safeenvironment.org

	Thank you for you for stepping up to support our St Paul the Apostle Works of Mercy Food Pantry. Because of your generous contributions, our shelves are well stocked and prepared for our student recipients this summer break.

	Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  Parables, Anyone?
	Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

	Legion of Mary
	Chapel Vigil Lights  Parishioners of St Paul The Infant Jesus Statue Light   † Leilani B. Smith
	To Celebrate or Remember
	Sponsor of the week
	Our Lady of the Rosary Learning Center
	We would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our bulletin sponsors and advertisers for providing our weekly bulletin at no cost to our parish. We are grateful for your continued support of St. Paul. As it is now time to renew and acquire new advertisements, we ask that you prayerfully consider sponsoring an advertisement in the weekly digital and printed church bulletin. You can advertise your business, promote your parish organization or place a personal ad such as "Pray for Vocations", "Pray the Rosary", "In Memory of a Loved One", etc.  Whenever you are in the market for goods and services, please consider using the business and mention that you saw their ad in St. Paul's bulletin, and thank them for their support.



