The Church of St. Mark and All Saints, Galloway

Christmas Day
December 25t
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*QOur worship begins... BCP — Page 355
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The Collect

B, T

Almighty God, you have given your only-begotten Son to take our nature upon him, and to
be born [this day] of a pure virgin: Grant that we, who have been born again and made your
children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit; through our
Lord Jesus Christ, to whom with you and the same Spirit be honor and glory, now and for
ever. Amen.
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Old Testament
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Isaiah 52:7-10

T

How beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet of the messenger who announces peace,
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who brings good news,
who announces salvation,
who says to Zion, "Your God reigns."
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Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices,
together they sing for joy;

P B AN

for in plain sight they see

E the return of the LORD to Zion.

q Break forth together into singing,

E you ruins of Jerusalem;

¢ for the LORD has comforted his people,

‘2 he has redeemed Jerusalem.

‘ The LORD has bared his holy arm

E before the eyes of all the nations;

ﬁ and all the ends of the earth shall see

E the salvation of our God.

E The Psalm

{

‘; Psalm 98

;5 Cantate Domino
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1 Sing to the LORD a new song, *
for he has done marvelous things.

2 With his right hand and his holy arm *
has he won for himself the victory.
3 The LORD has made known his victory; *
his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations.
4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, *
and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.
5 Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; *
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.
6 Sing to the LORD with the harp, *
with the harp and the voice of song.
7 With trumpets and the sound of the horn *
shout with joy before the King, the LORD.
8 Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, *
the lands and those who dwell therein.

9 Let the rivers clap their hands, *
and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD,
when he comes to judge the earth.

10 In righteousness shall he judge the world *
and the peoples with equity.

The New Testament

Hebrews 1:1-4,(5-12)

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in
these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through
whom he also created the worlds. He is the reflection of God's glory and the exact imprint
of God's very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as
much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.

[For to which of the angels did God ever say,

"You are my Son;
today I have begotten you"?

Or again,

"I will be his Father,
and he will be my Son"?

And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says,
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"Let all God's angels worship him."
Of the angels he says,

"He makes his angels winds,
and his servants flames of fire."

But of the Son he says,

"Your throne, O God, is forever and ever,
and the righteous scepter is the scepter of your kingdom.

You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness;

therefore God, your God, has anointed you
with the oil of gladness beyond your companions."

And,
"In the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth,
and the heavens are the work of your hands;
they will perish, but you remain;
they will all wear out like clothing;
like a cloak you will roll them up, and like clothing they will be cha
nged.
But you are the same,
and your years will never end."]
The Gospel

John 1:1-14

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He
was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him
not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was
the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome
it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to
the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to
testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not
know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all
who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God,
who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of
a father's only son, full of grace and truth.
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The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from
the Book of Common Prayer, 1979.

Prayers of the People
Officiant: Let us pray to God, who came among us in the birth of Jesus:

Intercessor: Gracious God, as a star rose, and drew people from great distances to
Bethlehem that they might greet the Christ-child; Draw us, your Church, and all of your
people to you — that we might be the Church and the People who you call us to be.
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

As you gave Mary your Holy Spirit, filling her with the delight of your Presence; Fill us
with your Spirit, and renew our lives.
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

As Gentiles streamed to Jesus’ Light, and Kings to the brightness of his rising; Draw our
nation, our President, and all in authority, to His brightness.
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

As angels sang ‘gloria’s’ to you and proclaimed peace on earth, and goodwill among all
peoples; Bring us your peace, and bring an end to terror and strife.
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

As shepherds were drawn away from their flocks by night; Draw those who do not know
you yet to the knowledge and love of you.
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

As Jesus was born in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn; Be
especially present with those who have nowhere to lay their heads, those who are
vulnerable, and those who are hungry.

Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

As the Holy Family gathered together in Bethlehem, and traveled together to far off
lands; Bless all families, especially the families of our parish, and protect those who
travel.

Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

As your son came to proclaim the forgiveness of sins, and the gift of Life Eternal; Give to
the departed eternal rest and let Light perpetual shine on them.
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Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.

For those who are sick, especially those on our prayer list as well as those we name
before you now:

For those who are serving in our armed forces. (Pause to allow people to share names.)

For those who have died [especially 1.

Celebrant: O Lord our God, may the Light and Hope of this season, and of your Son’s
Incarnation, reassure our hearts that you are among us, that you hear our prayer, and
that you will be with us always, even to the end of the age. In the ame of Jesus of
Nazareth we pray. Amen.

From: December 20, 2010
by Fr. Rick Morley

Eucharistic Prayer B— BCP — Page 367
The Lord’s Prayer & The Breaking of the Bread — BCP — Page 364

Post-Communion Prayer & Dismissal — BCP — Page 366

Please joic as for fellowskip ad lpht refreshments ix the Furich Hall
A Blessed and Merry Christuas to you and gours! God bless,
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http://www.rickmorley.com/archives/191
http://www.rickmorley.com/archives/author/fr-rick-morley
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