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GOOD SHEPHERD PARISH VISION STATEMENT
Good Shepherd Parish strives to be a vibrant, welcoming community where every person can experience the Father’s love.

Through the Gospel proclamation, prayer, and joyous sacramental celebration, Good Shepherd Parish will inspire
parishioners to discern and live out their vocations and to actively evangelize the world. As we bear witness to the Risen

Christ, Our Lord and Savior, we aspire to serve our parish community. We will seek to welcome home the new, the lost, and
the disheartened by using the gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit..

GOOD SHEPHERD PARISH MISSION STATEMENT
We, the Roman Catholic community of Good Shepherd Parish, strive to be a living sign of Christ’s love in and for
the world. In response to our Baptismal call, nourished by the Eucharist and guided by the values of the Second

Vatican Council, we seek to continue the mission of Jesus Christ by welcoming, supporting and guiding all
through prayer, sacramental celebration, service and education.

Mass Intentions

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20
8:30 AM

SLAHERTY FAMILY
(WILLIAM, DOROTHY, PATRICIA)

5:30 PM
PEOPLE OF GOOD SHEPHERD PARISH

MONDAY,  SEPTEMBER 21
9:00 AM

MILLIE CHOINSKI &
RUTH (CHOINSKI) FORNES

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
9:00 AM

MILLIE CHOINSKI &
RUTH (CHOINSKI) FORNES

Parish Calendar
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22

10:00 - 11:00 AM
BIBLE STUDY WITH PHEME

PARISH CENTER
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23

7:00 - 8:30 PM
EMMAUS READERS GROUP

PARISH CENTER
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24

7:00 - 8:00 PM
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

ST. ANN CHURCH
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26

6:00 - 10:00 PM
K OF C MUSIC BINGO

ST. ANN’S HALL

GOOD SHEPHERD PARISH 2 WAYLAND, MA

Parish Office: (508) 650—3545 99 Main Street, Wayland, MA

PARISH STAFF
Pastor:
Fr. Laurence “Ren” Tocci Ext. 14
frren@goodshepherdwayland.org

Senior Priest in Residence:
Rev. Austin H. Fleming, M.A.
fraustin@goodshepherdwayland.org
Fr. Fleming’s daily blog:
ConcordPastor.blogspot.com

Permanent Deacon:
Deacon Colm McGarry
cmcgarry@goodshepherdwayland.org

Finance & Operations Manager :
Liliana Lucas Ext. 18
llucas@goodshepherdwayland.org

Coordinator of Faith Formation:
Debora S. Robertson Ext.12
dspairani@goodshepherdwayland.org

Associate Coordinator of Faith Formation:
Kim Bowler Ext. 22
GSP-
ReligiousEd@goodshepherdwayland.org

Music Director
Bethany Ratcliff Ext. 33
musicdirector@goodshepherdwayland.org

Director of My Brother’s Table:
Laurie Hojlo
happyhojlos@verizon.net

Administrative Assistant:
Vina Sousa Ext. 10
vsousa@goodshepherdwayland.org

Facilities Staff:
Steve McCarthy & Julio Pazmino Ext. 18

Mass Times
Saturday, 4:00 PM St. Ann

Sunday, 8:30 AM St. Zepherin
Sunday, 10:30 AM St. Ann

Sunday, 5:30 PM St. Zepherin
Confession

Saturday, 3:00 –3:45 PM
St. Ann

or by appointment,
CALL 508-650-3545 EXT. 14

Weekday Masses
Monday

9:00 AM St. Ann
NO TUESDAY MASS
Wednesday—Friday
9:00 AM St. Zepherin

PARISH OFFICE HOURS:
MONDAY - THURSDAY

9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
FRIDAY

9:00 AM - 12:00 NOON
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The Honored Ambassador Before God (Part XIV) . . .

The most violent part of a rocket launch is its initial ascent
to, and escape from, the atmosphere. It takes a massive
amount of fuel, while the stress and heat can wreak havoc
on the exterior body of the vessel. This is why, if you’ve
ever watched a launch (and what little boy has never sat
fascinated by the sight?), you’ll see various parts of the
rocket separate as it breaks through. The spent fuel tanks,
having already fulfilled their function of providing fuel for
the initial take-off, are shed, as is the fairing: the outer-
most protective shell of the rocket. This fairing is designed
precisely to protect the payload from damage during this
turbulent launch; once the atmosphere is pierced, this
fairing is no longer necessary, so is sloughed off. What
remains is a comparatively compact unit, much smaller
than the enormous missile that rumbles, quakes, and
scorches the earth that it’s leaving behind. This essential
remainder then wafts buoyantly in the tranquil darkness
of outer space—a suspension entirely different from the
eruptive take-off.

As the heart and mind ascend closer to God, they too
shed the external material that’s so indispensable for the
“lower” (for lack of a better word) tiers of prayer. The pre-
occupation with immediate concerns that shape prayer of
petition and intercession; the reflection on earthly
blessings that prompts prayers of thanksgiving; even the
concentration on Sacred Scripture or religious art that is
subject of Christian meditation . . . all of this gets left
behind at this point. This is contemplative prayer.

St. Theresa of Avila, the great sixteenth-century
Carmelite mystic, describes contemplative prayer as
“nothing else than a close sharing between friends; it
means taking time frequently to be alone with Him who we
know loves us.” Catapulted by meditation on texts or
images, contemplation lets these mental aids fade into
the background as the soul simply rests in a quiet and
indescribable sense of God’s holy presence.

The history of the Church is blessed with the example and
witness of quite a few sublime mystics: Theresa, St. John
of the Cross, St. Julian of Norwich, St. Faustina Kowalska,
Padre Pio, and St. Thomas Aquinas (yes: in addition to
being a brilliant theologian, Thomas also had amazing
mystical experiences that often caused him to levitate—
no mean feat for the “dumb ox,” as the corpulent saint
was nicknamed!). These heroes of the faith, specially
touched by God’s grace for this charism (that is, gift) have
left us beautiful and potent records of their mystical
marriage with the Lord.

Apart from these mystics, though, contemplative prayer is
a rare treat of devotion: such invisible glances at God’s
love are infrequent and most often fleeting. Occasionally,
while I’m seriously at prayer, I’ll have a small taste of
contemplation: a sudden awareness that I have “broken

through the atmosphere,” so to speak, of mental
cogitation and have been brushed by the mysterious sense
of God’s presence. They’re far more infrequent than I
would like (I get caught up in my own head way too much!),
they rarely last very long (maybe a few moments), and
they never come when I’m most convinced that I need
them. But when they do come, I know I’ve received a
tremendous gift from my Lord.

I’m content to have these few precious gems of
contemplation, largely because I know that even the
apostle Paul got dragged away from contemplation. After
relating to the Corinthian Christians a story about a man
(most scholars agree he was talking about himself) who
was caught up to Paradise where he heard inexpressible
things, he immediately talks about being dragged back
down to mundane life by a “thorn in the flesh.”

So if contemplation doesn’t come, or if doesn’t stick
around long after it has dropped by, don’t get
discouraged. Even the great apostle himself got waylaid by
the distractions of life in the here-and-now. But the more
one cultivates a disciplined habit of prayer, setting aside
time daily to dwell with the Lord, the more we till the soil
of our soul to prepare it to receive the seed of
contemplation.

A wonderful, practical way to open yourself up for
contemplative prayer is Eucharistic Adoration. Making a
holy hour, sitting silently before Christ in the Blessed
Sacrament exposed on the altar, allows us to gaze on His
Eucharistic presence and begin to sense a mysterious
encounter with Him. St. John Vianney was fond of telling
the story of a poor and simple farmer in his parish who
came into church every morning to just sit in front of the
tabernacle. When curiosity finally got the better of
Vianney, he approached the man and asked what he does
in that time. “I look at the good God,” came the simple
answer, “and He looks at me.” Neither Theresa of Avila nor
John of the Cross, in all their eloquence, could describe
contemplative prayer better.

Sometimes the honored ambassador before God doesn’t
have any message at all to deliver. He just draws near to
the Throne and stays there.

— Fr. Ren

(P.S.:

Here at Good Shepherd we have Eucharistic Adoration on
the second Thursday of the month at St. Zepherin from
7:00-8:00 PM; every fourth Thursday at St. Ann from
7:00-8:00 PM; and every single Friday after daily Mass at
St. Zepherin, from 9:30-10:30 AM. Come take a look at the
good God and let Him look at you!)

he Honored Ambassador Befrr orff e God (Prr art XIV) . . .

he most violent part of a rocket launch is its initial ascent
, and escape from, the atmosphere. It takes a massive

mount of fuel, while the stress and heat can wreak havoc
n the exterior body of the vessel. This is why,yy if you’ve
ver watched a launch (and what little boy has never sat
scinated by the sight?), you’ll see various parts of the
cket separate as it breaks through. The spent fuel tanks,

aving already fulfilled their function of providing fuel for
e initial take-off,ff are shed, as is the fairing: the outer-
ost protective shell of the rocket. This fairing is designed

recisely to protect the payload from damage during this
rbulent launch; once the atmosphere is pierced, this
iring is no longer necessary,yy so is sloughed off.ff What
mains is a comparatively compact unit, much smaller
an the enormous missile that rumbles, quakes, and
orches the earth that it’s leaving behind. This essential
mainder then wafts buoyantly in the tranquil darkness
outer space—a suspension entirely different from the

uptive take-off.ff

s the heart and mind ascend closer to God, they too
ed the external material that’s so indispensable for the

ower” (for lack of a better word) tiers of prayer.rr The pre-
ccupation with immediate concerns that shape prayer of
etition and intercession; the reflection on earthly
essings that prompts prayers of thanksgiving; even the

oncentration on Sacred Scripture or religious art that is
bject of Christian meditation . . . all of this gets left

ehind at this point. This is contemplative prayer.rr

t. Theresa of Avila, the great sixteenth-century
armelite mystic, describes contemplative prayer as
othing else than a close sharing between friends; it
eans taking time frequently to be alone with Him who we
ow loves us.” Catapulted by meditation on texts or

mages, contemplation lets these mental aids fade into
e background as the soul simply rests in a quiet and
describable sense of God’s holy presence.

he history of the Church is blessed with the example and
tness of quite a few sublime mystics: Theresa, St. John
the Cross, St. Julian of Norwich, St. Faustina Kowalska,

adre Pio, and St. Thomas Aquinas (yes: in addition to
eing a brilliant theologian, Thomas also had amazing
ystical experiences that oftff en caused him to levitate—

o mean feat for the “dumb ox,” as the corpulent saint
as nicknamed!). These heroes of the faith, specially
uched by God’s grace for this charism (that is, giftff ) have
ftff us beautiful and potent records of their mystical
arriage with the Lord.

part from these mystics, though, contemplative prayer is
rare treat of devotion: such invisible glances at God’s
ve are infrequent and most often fleeting. Occasionally,yy
hile I’m seriously at prayer,rr I’ll have a small taste of

through the atmosphere,” so to speak, of mental
cogitation and have been brushed by the mysterious sen
of God’s presence. They’re far more infrequent than I
would like (I get caught up in my own head way too much
they rarely last very long (maybe a few moments), and
they never come when I’m most convinced that I need
them. But when they do come, I know I’ve received a
tremendous gift from my Lord.

I’m content to have these few precious gems of
contemplation, largely because I know that even the
apostle Paul got dragged away from contemplation. Afte
relating to the Corinthian Christians a story about a man
(most scholars agree he was talking about himself) who
was caught up to Paradise where he heard inexpressible
things, he immediately talks about being dragged back
down to mundane life by a “thorn in the flesh.”

So if contemplation doesn’t come, or if doesn’t stick
around long after it has dropped by, don’t get
discouraged. Even the great apostle himself got waylaid 
the distractions of life in the here-and-now. But the more
one cultivates a disciplined habit of prayer, setting aside
time daily to dwell with the Lord, the more we till the soi
of our soul to prepare it to receive the seed of
contemplation.

A wonderful, practical way to open yourself up for
contemplative prayer is Eucharistic Adoration. Making a
holy hour, sitting silently before Christ in the Blessed
Sacrament exposed on the altar, allows us to gaze on His
Eucharistic presence and begin to sense a mysterious
encounter with Him. St. John Vianney was fond of telling
the story of a poor and simple farmer in his parish who
came into church every morning to just sit in front of the
tabernacle. When curiosity finally got the better of
Vianney, he approached the man and asked what he doe
in that time. “I look at the good God,” came the simple
answer, “and He looks at me.” Neither Theresa of Avila no
John of the Cross, in all their eloquence, could describe
contemplative prayer better.

Sometimes the honored ambassador before God doesn’t
have any message at all to deliver. He just draws near to
the Throne and stays there.

— FrFF . ReRR nee

(P.S.:

Here at Good Shepherd we have Eucharistic Adoration o
the second Thursday of the month at St. Zepherin from
7:00-8:00 PM; every fourth Thursday at St. Ann from
7:00-8:00 PM; and every single Friday after daily Mass a
St. Zepherin, from 9:30-10:30 AM. Come take a look at th



GOOD SHEPHERD PARISH 4 WAYLAND, MAOOD SHEPHERD PARISH



GOOD SHEPHERD PARISH 5 WAYLAND, MA



GOOD SHEPHERD PARISH 6 WAYLAND, MA

Our parish collections are crucial to ensuring the current and future
health, wellness, and retirement needs of our priests.

The Clergy Trust special second collection is this weekend,
September 19/20, 2026. We are so grateful for your support!

Many thanks to the First Parish Church in Wayland
for their donation of fresh produce to My Brother’s

Table Food Pantry.

WAYA LAND, M

Many thanks to the FiFF rii srr t Parirr sii h ChCC urcrr h in Waylan
for their donation of fresh produce to My Brother

Table Food Pantry
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HOLY HOLY HOLY

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION B

LAMB OF GOD

Hymns in Missal

Tend the Ground 625

The Lord is Near to All Who Call Upon Him p203

You Are Near 448

Unless a Grain of Wheat 499

Sing to the Mountains 585

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION BMEMORIAL ACCLAMATION B

LLAAMMBB OOFF GGOODD

HyH myy ns inii Misii sal

TeTT nd thtt e Grorr und 625

ThTT e Lordrr isii Near to Allll WhWW o Callll UpUU on HiHH mii p203

YoYY u Arerr Near 448

UnUU less a Grarr inii of WhWW eat 499

Sinii g to thtt e Mountatt inii s 585

HOLY HOLY HOLY
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GOD AUDIT?
“It would have been me except that Tuesday
meeting in NYC was cancelled” or “I decided to go
in late because…” typical comments from family or
friends not in the Twin Towers 25 years ago.
Remembering those events last week also included
the heroic and tedious efforts to find fragments of
those who died. “What do I do with this? Get mad,
stomp on it?” one worker reported her response to
identifying a hijacker’s pieces. Or more to the point,
what would the generous, merciful God of our first
reading do? “Let the scoundrel forsake his way … let
him turn to the Lord for mercy; to our God who is
generous and forgiving,” (Isa 55:6-7).

Most of us will never be faced with such a dramatic
challenge: mercy or righteous fury? Jesus draws on
routine life in Galilee to illustrate the difference
between God’s mercy as just and human
accounting (Matt 20:1-16a). His audience knew
prophets who depicted God as owner of the
vineyard, Israel, that did not yield good fruit (Isa
5:1-7). Jesus’ parables have a comic touch. Central
figures like this vineyard owner have flaws. Given
the repeated trips to hire workers, he either
radically misjudged what it would take to harvest
those grapes, or that the harvest season was very
bad. Ordinarily for harvest season, anyone who
could work would be hired early.

The owner paid the standard day’s wage and met
the Law’s requirement to pay laborers at day’s end
(Lev 19:13). But then he blows up the “what’s just
pay” by giving each worker the same pay. Even a
six-year-old would protest that such an outcome is
NOT FAIR! Why does the owner insist that such a
response permits envy (literally, “your evil eye”) to
triumph over generosity (lit. “good”). On a human
scale, in a bad harvest time the whole community
will suffer if many receive no pay. God’s generous
accounting system calculates the “common good”
for all of His beloved creatures.
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CALL NOW
1.833.791.9968

Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change 
and vary by dealer. Expires 12/27/26.
Licenses at JBRLicenses.com.

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free 
Installation.

©2026 ShelfGenie SPC LLC. All rights reserved. Locally owned and operated franchise. Offer valid at participating locations only. Limit one offer per household. *Applies to Classic and Designer line. EXP 12/31/26. HIC # 212231

SCHEDULE NOW: 
1-855-625-9032

AS SEEN IN

• FREE no-obligation design consultation
• 
• 
• 

• FREE no-obligation design
consultation

• CUSTOM-BUILT

• FAST,
• LIFETIME WARRANTY*

50% OFF
EXPERT INSTALLATION

RENEWAL BY ANDERSEN

Scan or call 866-931-0908
by 9/30 for a FREE consultation!

Buy One, Get One

40% OFF Windows and Doors*

MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4

PLUS
$200 OFF Your Entire Purchase*

MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4

INSTALLATION
IS ALWAYS
INCLUDED!
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St. Mary’s Cemetery | 1 Wellesley Avenue,
Needham, MA 02494

ST. MARY’S CEMETERY

For information, call the cemetery staff  at Mary 
Immaculate of Lourdes Church at 781-235-1841.

St Mary’s Cemetery in Needham, founded 
in the 1870’s, is the parish cemetery of Mary 
Immaculate of Lourdes. Th e Cemetery is 
a reverent resting place for those awaiting 
reunion with the Risen Lord. Th e decision
to pre-plan and purchase interment rights is 
a responsible and thoughtful gesture, sparing 
loved ones the stress of making diffi  cult 
decisions during a time of grief and loss.

Steven Conroy - Owner
www.lugaway.com | info@lugaway.com

Home Cleanouts
Garage Cleanouts

Storage Unit Cleanouts
Estate Cleanouts
Furniture 
Appliances
Televisions  
Yard Waste
Construction Debris
Demolition

�������	
��
�����	

���
��������������

Get a FREE full gutter 
inspection and estimate:

Promo: 285

1-844-320-4506

25% OFF     10%
LeafFilter* Discount For 

Seniors + Military

EXPIRES: 11/30/2026 AN ADDITIONAL

+

Stop cleaning-out 
your gutters this 
season

The World’s First Hearing Aids 
With Touchscreen Controls.
No tiny buttons. No apps. 
No prescriptions.

855-802-5528
to get your 45-day risk free trial.
Call

Atom X

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

mailto:info@lugaway.com
www.lugaway.com
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Trusted Painting & Construction ServicesTrusted Painting & Construction Services
617-787-1907 • www.lavelleco.com

Tamburrini

Painting

Inc 

• Residential � Commercial

• Interior � Exterior

• Deck � Porches

• Pressure Washing

• Cabinet Refinishing

Jamie Tamburruni
617-694-8001

scan for all services

Complete auto repair for domestic 
and foreign vehicles.

135 W. Central St. Natick
508-433-6777 

www.twentyfivemotors.com

Family Owned Business • Parishioner of Good Shepherd
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�
REALTOR®
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508-735-4833
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John C. Bryant Funeral Home
“Serving families and individuals as we would be served.”

56 Pemberton Road • Wayland, Massachusetts 01778

508-653-4220
Cynthia F. Bryant, Director

Geoffrey Bryant Leard, Director
www.johncbryantfuneralhome.com

“Be a Servant” Matthew 20:26

“He has risen.” Matt 28:6

WE’VE 
GOT YOU 
COVERED

LICENSED 
& INSURED 

ROOFER

WAYLAND, MASSACHUSETTS

Today
Protecting what

you’re building now.

Tomorrow
A plan if you can’t
decide for yourself.

After
Sparing your family
the hardest parts.

Wills · Trusts · Estate and Tax Planning
Probate & Trust Administration · Business Formation & Succession

njameslaw.com

ROOFING | SIDING | GUTTERS | WINDOWS & DOORS

REQUEST ESTIMATE: 781-444-7577REQUEST ESTIMATE: 781-444-7577
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www.lavelleco.com
www.twentyfivemotors.com
www.johncbryantfuneralhome.com

