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GOOD SHEPHERD PARISH VISION STATEMENT
Good Shepherd Parish strives to be a vibrant, welcoming community where every person can experience the Father’s love.

Through the Gospel proclamation, prayer, and joyous sacramental celebration, Good Shepherd Parish will inspire
parishioners to discern and live out their vocations and to actively evangelize the world. As we bear witness to the Risen

Christ, Our Lord and Savior, we aspire to serve our parish community. We will seek to welcome home the new, the lost, and
the disheartened by using the gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit..

GOOD SHEPHERD PARISH MISSION STATEMENT
We, the Roman Catholic community of Good Shepherd Parish, strive to be a living sign of Christ’s love in and for
the world. In response to our Baptismal call, nourished by the Eucharist and guided by the values of the Second

Vatican Council, we seek to continue the mission of Jesus Christ by welcoming, supporting and guiding all
through prayer, sacramental celebration, service and education.

Mass Intentions
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12

4:00 PM
CHERYL KANE & RICHARD KANE, JR.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
8:30 AM

PATRICK E. DOHERTY
10:30 AM

PEOPLE OF GOOD SHEPHERD PARISH
MONDAY,  SEPTEMBER 14

9:00 AM
JAMES LAWTON

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16
9:00 AM

BARBARA CUGGINE DEBIASE
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17

9:00 AM
MILLIE CHOINSKI &

RUTH (CHOINSKI) FORNES
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 18

9:00 AM
VARKEY VATTAPPARA

Parish Calendar
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15

10:00 - 11:00 AM
BIBLE STUDY WITH PHEME

PARISH CENTER
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16

7:00 - 8:30 PM
EMMAUS READERS GROUP

PARISH CENTER

GOOD SHEPHERD PARISH 2 WAYLAND, MA

Parish Office: (508) 650—3545 99 Main Street, Wayland, MA

PARISH STAFF
Pastor:
Fr. Laurence “Ren” Tocci Ext. 14
frren@goodshepherdwayland.org

Senior Priest in Residence:
Rev. Austin H. Fleming, M.A.
fraustin@goodshepherdwayland.org
Fr. Fleming’s daily blog:
ConcordPastor.blogspot.com

Permanent Deacon:
Deacon Colm McGarry
cmcgarry@goodshepherdwayland.org

Finance & Operations Manager :
Liliana Lucas Ext. 18
llucas@goodshepherdwayland.org

Coordinator of Faith Formation:
Debora S. Robertson Ext.12
dspairani@goodshepherdwayland.org

Associate Coordinator of Faith Formation:
Kim Bowler Ext. 22
GSP-
ReligiousEd@goodshepherdwayland.org

Music Director
Bethany Ratcliff Ext. 33
musicdirector@goodshepherdwayland.org

Director of My Brother’s Table:
Laurie Hojlo
happyhojlos@verizon.net

Administrative Assistant:
Vina Sousa Ext. 10
vsousa@goodshepherdwayland.org

Facilities Staff:
Steve McCarthy & Julio Pazmino Ext. 18

Mass Times
Saturday, 4:00 PM St. Ann

Sunday, 8:30 AM St. Zepherin
Sunday, 10:30 AM St. Ann

Sunday, 5:30 PM St. Zepherin
Confession

Saturday, 3:00 –3:45 PM
St. Ann

or by appointment,
CALL 508-650-3545 EXT. 14

Weekday Masses
Monday

9:00 AM St. Ann
NO TUESDAY MASS
Wednesday—Friday
9:00 AM St. Zepherin

PARISH OFFICE HOURS:
MONDAY - THURSDAY

9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
FRIDAY

9:00 AM - 12:00 NOON
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The Honored Ambassador Before God (Part XIII) . . .

I still have the same picture of Jesus on my bedroom wall
that my mother had hung at the foot of my bed when I was
a child. It’s Warner Sallman’s “Head of Christ,” and it’s
been with me at every single apartment, condo, and
rectory I’ve ever lived at—including my room at seminary.
The frame’s beat up and the picture itself is split at the
corners, but, by jiminy, I still have it. (It may even end up in
the casket with me when my time comes; I haven’t
decided yet.)

Iconography and religious art can also be great subjects
for prayerful meditation. In fact, stained glass windows
were first incorporated in churches so that people who
couldn’t read could reflect (no pun intended) on key
scenes from the Scriptures depicted on the windows. And
the Stations of the Cross are still a powerful Lenten
devotion, following Jesus in meditation on the Via
Dolorosa.

Icons, a particular genre of religious art, have been an
essential part of Orthodox spirituality from the earliest
days of Christianity. Having a distinct aesthetic
unmistakably all its own, icons are said to be “written,” not
painted. The iconographer first enters into prayer, signing
him-/herself with the sign of the cross, invoking the Trinity,
forgiving any enemies, and transitioning into a sacred
mental space before beginning work. Many people find
meditating on icons deeply spiritual experiences. In our
chapel at the rectory at St. Ann Father Fleming has an icon
of the beloved disciple John resting his head on Jesus’s
shoulder, as described in the fourth gospel’s account of
the Last Supper.

I have to confess: personally, I don’t get anything out of
icons. They just don’t grab me. But I do find other forms of
religious art beautiful and meditative. I especially like the
religious paintings of Carl Bloch, a Danish artist. His
portraits “Agony in the Garden” and “The Resurrection”
are particular favorites of mine. The colors are rich and
vibrant, and Jesus is always the light source in the picture.

Any religious art that speaks to you is a fit subject for
meditation. It could be a Caravaggio painting, or a Fra
Angelico, or a Rembrandt. (Henri Nouwen wrote a
beautiful book detailing his meditation on Rembrandt’s
“The Return of the Prodigal Son.”) Any artwork that draws
you into the scene, brings you closer to the experience of
the Gospel, makes Jesus more real for you, highlights a
feature of our Lord’s life or passion that you hadn’t
considered before, or simply inspires a humble gratitude
or loving devotion to our good and gracious God . . . any
such artwork is great for meditation.

And of course, God’s original revelation of Himself to us—
creation—is an awesome theme of meditation. The Church
calls the majesty of the natural order “the book of
creation,” suggesting that we can “read” God’s message to
us when we pause to seriously take in its beauty. The
ocean does that for me. I’m always humbled into a placid
awe when I look out on the enormity of the sea: it’s
shimmering, rippling surface . . . the shades of blue
darkening to green as the ocean’s depths stretch out into
the horizon . . . the rhythmic crashing of the waves against
the beach . . . it all reminds me of the magnificence of the
God who created it.

Other people find the mountains a stunning vista that
recalls their own smallness and finitude in the face of a
mountain range’s towering ancientness. Still others finds
God’s presence in woodlands; for others, the tranquility of
an undisturbed lake is God-touched; and again, others
recognize God’s majestic artistry in a gorgeous sunrise or
sunset. The night sky, speckled with stars, lifts another
person’s mind to wondrous thoughts of its Creator.

“The earth is the Lord’s, and all that is in it,” the psalmist
observes in Psalm 24. This being so, anything properly
belonging to His created order is packed with meaning that
is ripe for meditation. We can find traces of God in His
handiwork, and those traces can call us into a mental
repose that draws us ever upward to the transcendent and
numinous*. St. Augustine figured this out centuries ago,
and phrased it far more eloquently:

“Question the beauty of the earth, the beauty of the sea,
the beauty of the wide air around you, the beauty of the
sky; question the order of the stars, the sun whose
brightness lights the days, the moon whose splendor
softens the gloom of night; question the living creatures
that move in the waters, that roam upon the earth, that fly
through the air; the spirit that lies hidden, the matter that
is manifest; the visible things that are ruled, the invisible
things that rule them; question all these. They will answer
you: "Behold and see, we are beautiful." Their beauty is
their confession to God. Who made these beautiful
changing things, if not one who is beautiful and changeth
not?”

And that quotation in and of itself is worthy of meditation!
Whatever reflects beauty, truth, and goodness contains
within in a hint of God, who is Beauty, Truth, and the Good
par excellence. Our reverent meditation on such things
and their visible loveliness rise up to the invisible Throne
of God as an honored ambassador, carrying with it our
message of praise.

— Fr. Ren
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The COR program
resumes this fall at
St. Ann’s Library

from 6:30 - 8:00 PM

Tuesday evenings:
October 13th
November 10th

ALL CATHOLIC MEN,
18 AND OLDER,

ARE ENCOURAGED
TO ATTEND!

The COR program
resumes this fall at
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from 6:30 - 8:00 PM

Tuesday evenings:
October 13th
November 10th

ALL CATAA HOLIC MEN,
18 AND OLDER,
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September 14

September 15
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HEART FAILURES

We often think that Jesus’ instruction to pray, “…forgive
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us…” (Matt 6:12) represent a religious innovation
rather than a fundamental insight of his Jewish religion.
Today’s first reading from the wisdom teaching of a 2
century BCE Jerusalem scribe makes the same point,
“forgive your neighbor’s injustice; then when you pray
your own sins will be forgiven,” (Sir 28:2-4). Like Jesus’
parable about the servant who fails to translate mercy
received into showing it to others, Sirach warns those
who are not merciful will not receive it from God. And
the final line, “…hate not your neighbor; remember the
Most High’s covenant, and overlook faults,” (v. 7) refers
to the “love your neighbor as yourself” command in Lev
19:18b, which Jesus affirmed as summarizing the Law
and the prophets (Matt 22:39-40).

nd

Both Sirach and Jesus also underline the seriousness of
showing mercy and forgiveness for the possibilities of
life with God – or not – after death (Sir 28:5; Matt 18:35).
But whether it is the young men training to be Torah
scribes addressed by Sirach or the crowds of hard-
working Galileans listening to Jesus, anger or festering
resentment are typical of the human heart. Our social
media environment has expanded the possibilities for
such heart failures. Rather than repeat traditional
teachings like Sirach, Jesus engages our imagination by
telling a story, “the Kingdom of Heaven may be likened
to a king, who …” (Matt 18:23-34).

It begins in an imagined situation of kings or emperors
and the tax-collector system in which the servant
“owed” the amount of revenue. Our translation simply
saidthat the first man was forgiven “a huge amount”.
However, the sum given 10,000 talents comparable to a
national debt of 40 trillion dollars. Annual revenue of
Herod’s kingdom, ca. 900 talents. The “much smaller
amount” was 100 days wages for a worker. How could an
extraordinary gift of mercy fail to respond with mercy to
an appeal that anyone could manage? A heart without
life!
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HOLY HOLY HOLY

“Make a joyful noise unto the LORD” Psalm 100

HOLY HOLY HOLY



GOOD SHEPHERD PARISH 8 WAYLAND, MA

LAMB OF GOD

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION B

Hymns in Missal

418
Open My Eyes

473
Prayer of St. Francis

663
Loving and Forgiving

424
Be Thou My Vision
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For Advertising call 617-779-3771 Pilot Bulletins Good Shepherd, Wayland, MA 20268

CALL NOW
1.833.791.9968

Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change 
and vary by dealer. Expires 12/27/26.
Licenses at JBRLicenses.com.

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free 
Installation.

©2026 ShelfGenie SPC LLC. All rights reserved. Locally owned and operated franchise. Offer valid at participating locations only. Limit one offer per household. *Applies to Classic and Designer line. EXP 12/31/26.

SCHEDULE NOW: 
1-855-625-9032

AS SEEN IN

• FREE no-obligation design consultation
• 
• 
• 

• FREE no-obligation design
consultation

• CUSTOM-BUILT

• FAST,
• LIFETIME WARRANTY*

50% OFF
EXPERT INSTALLATION
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St. Mary’s Cemetery | 1 Wellesley Avenue,
Needham, MA 02494

ST. MARY’S CEMETERY

For information, call the cemetery staff  at Mary 
Immaculate of Lourdes Church at 781-235-1841.

St Mary’s Cemetery in Needham, founded 
in the 1870’s, is the parish cemetery of Mary 
Immaculate of Lourdes. Th e Cemetery is 
a reverent resting place for those awaiting 
reunion with the Risen Lord. Th e decision
to pre-plan and purchase interment rights is 
a responsible and thoughtful gesture, sparing 
loved ones the stress of making diffi  cult 
decisions during a time of grief and loss.

Steven Conroy - Owner
www.lugaway.com | info@lugaway.com

Home Cleanouts
Garage Cleanouts

Storage Unit Cleanouts
Estate Cleanouts
Furniture 
Appliances
Televisions  
Yard Waste
Construction Debris
Demolition
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FALL COURSES

REGISTRATION OPEN

RENEWAL BY ANDERSEN

Scan or call 866-931-0908
by 9/30 for a FREE consultation!

Buy One, Get One

40% OFF Windows and Doors*

MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4

PLUS
$200 OFF Your Entire Purchase*

MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4

INSTALLATION
IS ALWAYS
INCLUDED!

“Jesus Wept.”John 11:35 

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

mailto:info@lugaway.com
www.lugaway.com
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Trusted Painting & Construction ServicesTrusted Painting & Construction Services
617-787-1907 • www.lavelleco.com

Tamburrini

Painting

Inc 

• Residential � Commercial

• Interior � Exterior

• Deck � Porches

• Pressure Washing

• Cabinet Refinishing

Jamie Tamburruni
617-694-8001

scan for all services

Complete auto repair for domestic 
and foreign vehicles.

135 W. Central St. Natick
508-433-6777 

www.twentyfivemotors.com

Family Owned Business • Parishioner of Good Shepherd
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REALTOR®
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508-735-4833
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John C. Bryant Funeral Home
“Serving families and individuals as we would be served.”

56 Pemberton Road • Wayland, Massachusetts 01778

508-653-4220
Cynthia F. Bryant, Director

Geoffrey Bryant Leard, Director
www.johncbryantfuneralhome.com

“Be a Servant” Matthew 20:26

“He has risen.” Matt 28:6

WE’VE 
GOT YOU 
COVERED

LICENSED 
& INSURED 

ROOFER

WAYLAND, MASSACHUSETTS

Today
Protecting what

you’re building now.

Tomorrow
A plan if you can’t
decide for yourself.

After
Sparing your family
the hardest parts.

Wills · Trusts · Estate and Tax Planning
Probate & Trust Administration · Business Formation & Succession

njameslaw.com

ROOFING | SIDING | GUTTERS | WINDOWS & DOORS

REQUEST ESTIMATE: 781-444-7577REQUEST ESTIMATE: 781-444-7577
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www.lavelleco.com
www.twentyfivemotors.com
www.johncbryantfuneralhome.com

