


GOOD SHEPHERD PARISH VISION STATEMENT
Good Shepherd Parish strives to be a vibrant, welcoming community where every person can experience the Father’s love.

Through the Gospel proclamation, prayer, and joyous sacramental celebration, Good Shepherd Parish will inspire
parishioners to discern and live out their vocations and to actively evangelize the world. As we bear witness to the Risen

Christ, Our Lord and Savior, we aspire to serve our parish community. We will seek to welcome home the new, the lost, and
the disheartened by using the gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit..

GOOD SHEPHERD PARISH MISSION STATEMENT
We, the Roman Catholic community of Good Shepherd Parish, strive to be a living sign of Christ’s love in and for
the world. In response to our Baptismal call, nourished by the Eucharist and guided by the values of the Second

Vatican Council, we seek to continue the mission of Jesus Christ by welcoming, supporting and guiding all
through prayer, sacramental celebration, service and education.

GOOD SHEPHERD PARISH 2 WAYLAND, MA

Parish Office: (508) 650—3545 99 Main Street, Wayland, MA

PARISH STAFF
Pastor:
Fr. Laurence “Ren” Tocci Ext. 14
frren@goodshepherdwayland.org

Senior Priest in Residence:
Rev. Austin H. Fleming, M.A.
fraustin@goodshepherdwayland.org
Fr. Fleming’s daily blog:
ConcordPastor.blogspot.com

Permanent Deacon:
Deacon Colm McGarry
cmcgarry@goodshepherdwayland.org

Finance & Operations Manager :
Liliana Lucas Ext. 18
llucas@goodshepherdwayland.org

Faith Formation Director (K-8):
Debora S. Robertson Ext.12
dspairani@goodshepherdwayland.org

Pastoral Associate/Associate Coordinator of
Faith Formation:
Kim Bowler Ext. 22
GSP-ReligiousEd@goodshepherdwayland.org

Music Director
Bethany Ratcliff Ext. 33
musicdirector@goodshepherdwayland.org

Director of My Brother’s Table:
Laurie Hojlo
happyhojlos@verizon.net

Administrative Assistant:
Vina Sousa Ext. 10
vsousa@goodshepherdwayland.org

Communications & Sacramental Records:
Kat Holmstrom Ext. 13
kholmstrom@goodshepherdwayland.org

Facilities Staff:
Steve McCarthy & Julio Pazmino Ext. 18

Mass Intentions
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5

4:00 PM
GEORGE & MARY GENNARO

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6
8:30 AM

THE PEOPLE OF
GOOD SHEPHERD PARISH

10:30 AM
ANN ACCONCIA

MONDAY,  SEPTEMBER 7
9:00 AM

GSP MEMORIAL SOCIETY
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9

9:00 AM
MILLIE CHOINSKI &

RUTH (CHOINSKI) FORNES
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10

9:00 AM
EILEEN CIANCI

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 11
9:00 AM

ELIZABETH MINGOLELLI

Mass Times
Saturday, 4:00 PM St. Ann

Sunday, 8:30 AM St. Zepherin
Sunday, 10:30 AM St. Ann

Confession
Saturday, 3:00 –3:45 PM

St. Ann
or by appointment,

CALL 508-650-3545 EXT. 14

Weekday Masses
Mondays

9:00 AM St. Ann
NO TUESDAY MASS DURING

SUMMER
Wednesday—Friday
9:00 AM St. Zepherin

Parish Calendar
TUESDAYS OF

AUGUST & SEPTEMBER
NO 9:00 AM DAILY MASS

IN OBSERVANCE OF LABOR
DAY:

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 4TH

& MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 7TH

Parish Office Hours:
Monday—Thursday

9 AM—3 PM
Friday 9 AM—12 PM
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The Honored Ambassador Before God (Part XII) . . .

My brother once revealed to our mother that he liked
the Psalms because they were consoling, but that he
stayed away from the Book of Proverbs because they
convicted his conscience too badly. Setting aside for
the moment the fact that this is a perilous way to
approach Scripture, deliberating avoiding the parts
that challenge oneself to ongoing conversion; but that
aside, there also is a fair amount of Psalms that are
something less than comforting.

Pope Benedict XVI has called the Book of Psalms the
book of prayer par excellence. They are a collection of
poems—or to be more accurate: song lyrics—in the Old
Testament; and are among the richest veins of the Bible
to pray with. “This Book expresses the entire human
experience with its multiple facets and the whole range
of sentiments that accompany human existence,” the
late pope explains; “In the Psalms are expressed and
interwoven with joy and suffering, the longing for God
and the perception of our own unworthiness,
happiness and the feeling of abandonment, trust in
God and sorrowful loneliness, fullness of life and fear
of death. The whole reality of the believer converges in
these prayers.”

It’s precisely the raw humanity expressed in them that
makes these poems so powerful. The particular
conditions of the Israelite people in the various stages
of their history are captured in the lyrics. We’re swept
into their joy over the glory of the temple and Mount
Zion or a majestic parade of victory. We’re drawn into
their distress when they see that same temple
profaned by an invading conqueror, or their depression
at being driven into exile from their home. Their sorrow
for sins committed, their elation at experiencing God’s
pardon, their exhaustion with waiting for God to act in
vindication of them, their struggle to maintain hope in
God in the face of catastrophe, their awe at the wonder
of God’s creation, their urgent pleading to God for help
or salvation, their confidence in God’s providence, their
recognition of their frailty when pursued by an enemy
or maliciously lied about . . . all of this is shared with us
when we enter into the Psalms.

The brilliance of these lyrics is that one need not know
the original context in which they were written to
experience their resonance. The theme of each psalm is
universal enough that anybody, in any cultural
moment, can recognize him/herself in the song. It takes
only a little imagination to apply the verses to one’s

own particular life-circumstances, whatever they may be.
One can easily see oneself saying these same words to
God—or hearing in them an eloquence and honesty that
perfectly expresses one’s own feelings when the right
words failed us. Yes! that’s exactly right! we might find
ourselves thinking; I wish I could’ve put it that way! We
might even discover in the psalm a depth in ourselves that
we never saw before.

The Church also recognizes the voice of Christ in the
Psalms—most particularly as He references them from the
Cross: “I thirst,” echoes Psalm 42 (“Athirst is my soul for
the living God”); “My God, my God, why have You forsaken
me?” is the opening cry of Psalm 22; and “Into Your Hands I
commend my spirit” is a direct quotation from Psalm 31.

But it’s not only those moments when Jesus expressly
quotes the psalms that we hear His voice. The Church
Fathers from Christianity’s earliest days identified certain
psalms as being expressions of Jesus’s inner life, capturing
those thoughts and feelings that are left undescribed in
the gospels. St. Jerome, for instance, applied the 56
psalm to Jesus’s Passion; and St. Augustine found the
same in Psalm 57. When we extend our imagination to think
of Jesus’s suffering as we pray these psalms of lament, we
can develop a richer appreciation for our faith and a
deeper gratitude to our Lord for his sacrifice for us.

th

In the Psalms, the Word of God and the words of mankind
converge. God’s words come down to us, and the script of
our human condition rises to Him. The Catechism says of
the Psalms that this “prayer is inseparably personal and
communal; it concerns both those who are praying and all
men. […] Prayed by Christ and fulfilled in Him, the Psalms
remain essential to the prayer of the Church.”

All this being true, the Psalms are an excellent starting
point for the practice of Lectio Divina. Most of them are
short, and even the longer psalms are divided into more
bite-size units. But what they lack in length they more than
make up for in depth. As such, praying with the Psalms is a
beautiful way to begin to assimilate the Word of God into
your own inner-life, letting the sacred Word become an
expression of your own personal word.

— Fr. Ren
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Lord on this Labor Day,
we thank You for the blessing of work.

We ask for strength to complete each day.
We ask that You be with those whose faces
we might never see but who work tirelessly

each day for the good of us all.
Amen.

The COR program
resumes this fall at
St. Ann’s Library

from 6:30 - 8:00 PM

Tuesday evenings:
September 8th
October 13th
November 10th

ALL CATHOLIC MEN,
18 AND OLDER,

ARE ENCOURAGED
TO ATTEND!

The COR program
resumes this fall at
St. Ann’s Library

from 6:30 - 8:00 PM

Tuesday evenings:
September 8th
October 13th
November 10th

ALL CATAA HOLIC MEN,
18 AND OLDER,

ARE ENCOURAGED
TO ATAA TEND!
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we might never see but who work tirelessly

each day for the good of us all.
Amen.
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WILDWEST

School starting has dropped many youngsters into
new social environments where they are sorting out
rules of the road, figuring out a stranger’s behavior,
and hopefully settling into a supporting group of
friends. The six-year-old already has very definite
views about good/bad actors … a bit tricky since her
momworks at the same school! Imagining today’s
Scripture readings addressed to the dilemma of
figuring out the wild west of first grade opens up new
perspectives. Ezekiel needs to know when to issue a
warning, aka. get the teacher (Ezek 33:7-9). For a child
brought up with variants of the “love your neighbor,”
and “do no harm to people or animals” (Rom 13:8-
10),responding to aggressions suffered is a problem
that does need discussion (Matt 18:15-20).

Ezekiel’s prophecies about the devastation by
Babylonian armies that destroyed God’s temple and
drove the Jewish elite, including the prophet, into
exile had come true (ca. 587 BCE). So, some people
might have concluded that God’s anger signaled an
end to His covenant love for Israel. And, the prophet,
himself, may have felt like checking out with the “I
told you so” of a first-grader. Instead, the prophet
who had done his duty as God’s warning siren, will
remain on duty for a repentance and promises of
future salvation/restoration. Talking a child out of
that pleasure in deserved punishment takes some
effort.

Our gospel has Jesus providing rules for grown-up
Christians belonging to the several “house churches”
in the city of Rome. Some, like Paul, who were Jewish
might recognize in the first step, work it out privately
an echo of Lev 19:17, “…you shall not have hate in your
heart…reprove your neighbor,” and of Deut 19:15b, “…
only on the evidence of two or three witnesses shall a
charge be sustained.” Of course, for kids, dragging
friends into the dispute isn’t desired, unless perhaps
an older sibling helps. But the “did you ask why they
said/did that?” is often our response. Our worst-case
conclusion, “keep away…” is also Matthew’s (v. 17).
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September is the
month of the

Seven Sorrows
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HOLY HOLY HOLY

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION B

LAMB OF GOD

WWAAYYAA LLAANNDD, MM

HOLY HOLY HOLY

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION B

LLAAMMBB OOFF GGOODD



For Advertising call 617-779-3771 Pilot Bulletins Good Shepherd, Wayland, MA 20268

CALL NOW
1.833.791.9968

Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change 
and vary by dealer. Expires 12/27/26.
Licenses at JBRLicenses.com.

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free 
Installation.

©2026 ShelfGenie SPC LLC. All rights reserved. Locally owned and operated franchise. Offer valid at participating locations only. Limit one offer per household. *Applies to Classic and Designer line. EXP 12/31/26.

SCHEDULE NOW: 
1-855-625-9032

AS SEEN IN

• FREE no-obligation design consultation
• 
• 
• 

• FREE no-obligation design
consultation

• CUSTOM-BUILT

• FAST,
• LIFETIME WARRANTY*

50% OFF
EXPERT INSTALLATION
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St. Mary’s Cemetery | 1 Wellesley Avenue,
Needham, MA 02494

ST. MARY’S CEMETERY

For information, call the cemetery staff  at Mary 
Immaculate of Lourdes Church at 781-235-1841.

St Mary’s Cemetery in Needham, founded 
in the 1870’s, is the parish cemetery of Mary 
Immaculate of Lourdes. Th e Cemetery is 
a reverent resting place for those awaiting 
reunion with the Risen Lord. Th e decision
to pre-plan and purchase interment rights is 
a responsible and thoughtful gesture, sparing 
loved ones the stress of making diffi  cult 
decisions during a time of grief and loss.

Steven Conroy - Owner
www.lugaway.com | info@lugaway.com

Home Cleanouts
Garage Cleanouts

Storage Unit Cleanouts
Estate Cleanouts
Furniture 
Appliances
Televisions  
Yard Waste
Construction Debris
Demolition
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FALL COURSES

REGISTRATION OPEN

RENEWAL BY ANDERSEN

Scan or call 866-931-0908
by 9/30 for a FREE consultation!

Buy One, Get One

40% OFF Windows and Doors*

MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4

PLUS
$200 OFF Your Entire Purchase*

MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4

INSTALLATION
IS ALWAYS
INCLUDED!

“Jesus Wept.”John 11:35 

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

mailto:info@lugaway.com
www.lugaway.com
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Trusted Painting & Construction ServicesTrusted Painting & Construction Services
617-787-1907 • www.lavelleco.com

Tamburrini

Painting

Inc 

• Residential � Commercial

• Interior � Exterior

• Deck � Porches

• Pressure Washing

• Cabinet Refinishing

Jamie Tamburruni
617-694-8001

scan for all services

Complete auto repair for domestic 
and foreign vehicles.

135 W. Central St. Natick
508-433-6777 

www.twentyfivemotors.com

Family Owned Business • Parishioner of Good Shepherd
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REALTOR®
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508-735-4833
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John C. Bryant Funeral Home
“Serving families and individuals as we would be served.”

56 Pemberton Road • Wayland, Massachusetts 01778

508-653-4220
Cynthia F. Bryant, Director

Geoffrey Bryant Leard, Director
www.johncbryantfuneralhome.com

“Be a Servant” Matthew 20:26

“He has risen.” Matt 28:6

WE’VE 
GOT YOU 
COVERED

LICENSED 
& INSURED 

ROOFER

WAYLAND, MASSACHUSETTS

Today
Protecting what

you’re building now.

Tomorrow
A plan if you can’t
decide for yourself.

After
Sparing your family
the hardest parts.

Wills · Trusts · Estate and Tax Planning
Probate & Trust Administration · Business Formation & Succession

njameslaw.com

ROOFING | SIDING | GUTTERS | WINDOWS & DOORS

REQUEST ESTIMATE: 781-444-7577REQUEST ESTIMATE: 781-444-7577
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www.lavelleco.com
www.twentyfivemotors.com
www.johncbryantfuneralhome.com

