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The Honored Ambassador Before God (Part X) . . .

As kids my brother and I used to play Robin Hood and
Little John. Our Aunt Laura knitted bycocket hats for us;
and my sister, who worked at a movie cinema, scored the
cardboard castle display piece used to advertise the Walt
Disney movie; our parents got us suction-cup bow and
arrow sets. (I pestered them day and night, but they
wouldn’t get me a real bow and arrow—it scarred me for
life!) The props made the role-playing more vivid for us.
These childhood games, I’m sure, fueled my pursuit of a
career in the theatre. And then, later on, helped me
cultivate a religious worldview.

When St. Ignatius of Loyola advocated developing a
sanctified imagination, he wasn’t thinking of children
playing make-believe. It’s not about making a fantasy life
seem real; rather, a holy imagination is a mature
imagination: the sort of imagination that can appreciate
invisible realities that, although unseen and ethereal, are
nonetheless real. It’s the kind of imagination that
philosophers and theoretical physicists exercise,
recognizing that not all truth can be quantified or
experienced through sense-perception.

Any religious awareness will require some degree of this
sort of holy imagination. At Mass we announce the
mystery of faith, and the Lord Himself relied heavily on
paradox to evoke imaginative thinking about the Kingdom
of God. The parables themselves tapped into his listeners’
imagination. The sense of the numinous requires an
expanded mind, a sensitivity to the sublime realities that
transcend the familiarity of the things of this world, and a
desire for the mind, heart, and soul to lift up to the eternal
realms. “We look not at what can be seen but at what
cannot be seen,” the apostle Paul urges; “for what can be
seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal.”

But this sanctified imagination is not a fanciful
imagination. It’s not a matter of shaping our
understanding of God’s Kingdom according to our
conjuring, but instead of letting the Word of God shape
our imagination. God graciously gave us divine revelation
precisely so as to invite us to develop our appreciation for
the numinous accurately, and not simply leave us to our
own devices. Quite frequently, when we read the Bible, we
do so to get information; we approach the Word
exclusively on concrete, mundane terms, and as a result—
although with the best of intentions—bring Heaven down
to our level. However, the Bible is meant to raise our
thoughts up to God. And for this to happen, we need to
hone our imagination.

A healthy imagination—a mature imagination—coordinates
all the human faculties. Rational thought, the inquisitive
mind, the heart, our affections and desires, and our lived
experience of reality all cooperate with each other when
we engage our imagination. When applied to religious
subjects, it functions as a holy imagination. And this is
meditative prayer. We move from passively reading the
Bible to dynamically praying the Scriptures. We engage
the Word with our very self, and we allow the Word to
engage us on every level of our being.

This is why entering into silence at the beginning of our
prayer is so essential. It clears from our mind the
commonplace things of the everyday world and opens up
space for God to reach down to us and lift us up to Him.
This meditative encounter with the Lord stirs the heart,
engages us in dialogue with the object of our meditation,
and deepens our affection for the sacred, moving us to
fuller conversion. And when this occurs, prayer becomes
not only personal, but inter-personal: a lived experience of
God’s presence, and true communion.

— Fr. Ren

St Ignatius of Loyola’s Vision of Christ and God the Father at La Storta
by Domenichino
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RESTRICTED ACCESS?

What happens with the government official who
controls access to the king or president is fired? In
today’s world electronic codes rather than robes of
office, signet rings or keys mark the transition. Isaiah
22:19-23 condemns Shebna, who will be replaced by
Eliakim. How changing royal officials fit into the Judean
political situation ca. 701 BCE isn’t clear. Eliakim will be
“a father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem”. He will use of
those keys to both open and restrict access to the
“House of David” in a way that meets with God’s
approval. When Christians told the story of Jesus
handing “keys to the Kingdom of Heaven” to Peter in
Matt 16:13-20, they remembered this passage from
Isaiah.

Later legends make Peter the gate-keeper checking
souls into heaven, but that is not the point Matthew
has in mind. Jesus nicknamed Simon bar Jonah, stone
or rock, “Cephas” in Aramaic, which is the name St. Paul
uses for him (cf. Gal 1:18). Here Jesus explains that
nickname. Peter will become the indestructible rock
foundation of a new community of believers. The
Sermon on the Mount ends with a reminder, “whoever
hears these words and does them will be like a wise
man who built his house on rock. And the floods
came…” (Matt 7:24-25). And Jesus charges the scribes
and Pharisees with locking up the gates to the Kingdom
so that no one gets in (23:13-14).

For Peter to use his keys to enable access to the
Kingdom of God, he must be like “a father to the
inhabitants” or as Jesus put it to Peter in Jn 21:16-17,
“Do you love me? … Feed my sheep.” Of course, the
shepherd images must restrict access to thieves or
wolves who seek to harm the sheep. Or in today’s
gospel hold back the “gates of the netherworld”.
“Netherworld” is not simply the realm of the dead. It
represents the locale from which demonic powers can
burst out (Rev 9:1-11). Peter already experienced
frightening power during the storm at sea (Matt 14:22-
33). His faith will become like rock.
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Call 1-844-320-4506

Save up-to*

+ Free gutter inspection, quote good for 1 year

Promotion exp: 8/31/2026.

Goodbye Clogged Gutters

Saveup to35%
*S

u
p

er Sum m e r Sale

Promo code: 285

CALL NOW
1.833.791.9968

Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change 
and vary by dealer. Expires 12/27/26.
Licenses at JBRLicenses.com.

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free 
Installation.

©2026 ShelfGenie SPC LLC. All rights reserved. Locally owned and operated franchise. Offer valid at participating locations only. Limit one offer per household. *Applies to Classic and Designer line. EXP 12/31/26.

SCHEDULE NOW: 
1-855-625-9032

AS SEEN IN

• FREE no-obligation design consultation
• 
• 
• 

• FREE no-obligation design
consultation

• CUSTOM-BUILT

• FAST,
• LIFETIME WARRANTY*

50% OFF
EXPERT INSTALLATION
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St. Mary’s Cemetery | 1 Wellesley Avenue,
Needham, MA 02494

ST. MARY’S CEMETERY

For information, call the cemetery staff  at Mary 
Immaculate of Lourdes Church at 781-235-1841.

St Mary’s Cemetery in Needham, founded 
in the 1870’s, is the parish cemetery of Mary 
Immaculate of Lourdes. Th e Cemetery is 
a reverent resting place for those awaiting 
reunion with the Risen Lord. Th e decision
to pre-plan and purchase interment rights is 
a responsible and thoughtful gesture, sparing 
loved ones the stress of making diffi  cult 
decisions during a time of grief and loss.

Steven Conroy - Owner
www.lugaway.com | info@lugaway.com

Home Cleanouts
Garage Cleanouts

Storage Unit Cleanouts
Estate Cleanouts
Furniture 
Appliances
Televisions  
Yard Waste
Construction Debris
Demolition
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FALL COURSES

REGISTRATION OPEN

RENEWAL BY ANDERSEN

Scan or call 866-931-0908
by 9/30 for a FREE consultation!

Buy One, Get One

40% OFF Windows and Doors*

MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4

PLUS
$200 OFF Your Entire Purchase*

MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4

INSTALLATION
IS ALWAYS
INCLUDED!

“Jesus Wept.”John 11:35 

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

mailto:info@lugaway.com
www.lugaway.com
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Trusted Painting & Construction ServicesTrusted Painting & Construction Services
617-787-1907 • www.lavelleco.com

Tamburrini

Painting

Inc 

• Residential � Commercial

• Interior � Exterior

• Deck � Porches

• Pressure Washing

• Cabinet Refinishing

Jamie Tamburruni
617-694-8001

scan for all services

Complete auto repair for domestic 
and foreign vehicles.

135 W. Central St. Natick
508-433-6777 

www.twentyfivemotors.com

Family Owned Business • Parishioner of Good Shepherd
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REALTOR®
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508-735-4833
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John C. Bryant Funeral Home
“Serving families and individuals as we would be served.”

56 Pemberton Road • Wayland, Massachusetts 01778

508-653-4220
Cynthia F. Bryant, Director

Geoffrey Bryant Leard, Director
www.johncbryantfuneralhome.com

“Be a Servant” Matthew 20:26

“He has risen.” Matt 28:6

WE’VE 
GOT YOU 
COVERED

LICENSED 
& INSURED 

ROOFER

WAYLAND, MASSACHUSETTS

Today
Protecting what

you’re building now.

Tomorrow
A plan if you can’t
decide for yourself.

After
Sparing your family
the hardest parts.

Wills · Trusts · Estate and Tax Planning
Probate & Trust Administration · Business Formation & Succession

njameslaw.com

ROOFING | SIDING | GUTTERS | WINDOWS & DOORS

REQUEST ESTIMATE: 781-444-7577REQUEST ESTIMATE: 781-444-7577
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www.lavelleco.com
www.twentyfivemotors.com
www.johncbryantfuneralhome.com

