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    Mass Times
Saturday, 4:00 PM St. Ann

Sunday, 8:30 AM St. Zepherin
Sunday, 10:30 AM St. Ann

Confession
Saturday, 3:00 –3:45 PM

St. Ann 
(or by appointment)

    Weekday Masses
   Monday—Tuesday

  9:00 AM St. Ann
  Wednesday—Friday

    9:00 AM St. Zepherin

Mass Intentions
SATURDAY, JULY 25

4:00 PM
MARY ERDIS (LIVING—HEALING)

SUNDAY, JULY 26
8:30 AM

THE PEOPLE OF 
GOOD SHEPHERD PARISH

10:30 AM
BUD BERGIN

WEDNESDAY, JULY 29
9:00 AM

MILLIE CHOINSKI
RUTH (CHOINSKI) FORNES

THURSDAY, JULY 30
9:00 AM

SPECIAL INTENTION REQUESTED

FRIDAY, JULY 31
9:00 AM

MANUEL M. COSTA

GOOD SHEPHERD PARISH VISION STATEMENT
Good Shepherd Parish strives to be a vibrant, welcoming community where every person can experience the Father’s love.  Through the 
Gospel proclamation, prayer, and joyous sacramental celebration, Good Shepherd Parish will inspire parishioners to discern and live out their 
vocations and to actively evangelize the world.  As we bear witness to the Risen Christ, Our Lord and Savior, we aspire to serve our parish 
community.  We will seek to welcome home the new, the lost, and the disheartened by using the gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit..

GOOD SHEPHERD PARISH MISSION STATEMENT
We, the Roman Catholic community of Good Shepherd Parish, strive to be a living sign of Christ’s love in and for the world.
In response to our Baptismal call, nourished by the Eucharist and guided by the values of the Second Vatican Council, we seek to continue 
the mission of Jesus Christ by welcoming, supporting and guiding all through prayer, sacramental celebration, service and education.

Parish Calendar
TUESDAYS OF 

JULY & AUGUST
NO 9:00 AM DAILY MASS

WEDNESDAY, JULY 29
7:00 PM

ROSARY GROUP
AT THE PARISH CENTER

(CALL THE OFFICE FOR DETAILS)

WHEN THE PARISH OFFICE 
IS OPEN, 

SO IS ST. ZEPHERIN CHURCH 
PLEASE FEEL FREE TO STOP IN 

FOR A BIT TO PRAY! 

ST. ANN CHURCH, 134  COCHITUATE  RD, WAYLAND, MA

ST. ZEPHERIN CHURCH, 99 MAIN ST, WAYLAND, MA

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday—Thursday

9 AM—3 PM
Friday  9 AM—12 PM

Parish Office: (508) 650—3545                           99 Main Street, Wayland, MA
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The Honored Ambassador Before God (Part VI) . . . 
 
There’s a moment in the movie Gravity when the Sandra 
Bullock character, facing the reality of her own death, muses—
half to herself and half to the George Clooney character—“Will 
you say a prayer for me? Or is it too late . . . ah, I mean I'd say 
one for myself but I've never prayed in my life. Nobody ever 
taught me how . . .” 
 
As sad and forlorn as that admission is, what she doesn’t 
realize is that the impulse to want to pray is itself a prayer. 
Granted, a fumbling, unconscious prayer, but a prayer all the 
same. The desire to lift one’s voice and heart to God is the 
essence of prayer. It’s not something that one needs to be 
taught, as she mistakenly thinks; it’s a gift that God has placed 
in each person’s heart. Yes, one’s prayer can be formed, 
developed, made more explicit, but the “raw material” of 
prayer is simply this desire. 
 
When we don’t properly address this desire, it remains a void 
in our heart and an incompletion of our self-realization, as the 
movie character discovered, lamenting that it might be “too 
late” because the vacuum has been left unfilled for so long. (As 
a point of clarification: it’s never too late to begin to pray.) Or 
we try to fill that empty space with obsessions that are less than 
God, and therefore beneath the dignity of the human heart. “So 
long as man remains free he strives for nothing so incessantly 
and so painfully as to find someone to worship,” observes Ivan 
Karamazov, the cynical, atheistic sibling in Fydor 
Dostoevsky’s novel The Brothers Karamazov

 God but instead pursued personal 
power, he goes insane before the end of the book. 
 
The gift of this innate desire to pray is a gift God gives for one 
obvious but startling reason: He desires us. “In this is love,” 
John says in his first letter in the New Testament; “not that we 
have loved God but that He loved us, and sent His Son as 
expiation for our sins.” Many of the Church Fathers in the first 
few centuries of Christianity interpreted the Old-Testament 
Book the Song of Solomon

 female beloved searching for each other—as 
being an allegory for God’s relentless desire for union with us. 
 
This is an amazing revelation to come to, and it deserves to be 
absorbed deeply enough to take firm hold of our heart. It will 
change our very understanding of God. He desires us, He 
ardently desires communion with us. Not just the general us—
the human race as a whole; but each one of us. He desires you  
Because the God who created you desires a personal, 
communal relationship with you, He placed in your heart this 
need for prayer. He placed it in my heart. He placed it in each 
person’s heart. If only we paid close enough attention to it to 
recognize it for what it is—our desirous need for God—and 
name it outright.  
 
Jesus captures this mutual need in a powerful moment just 
before His Passion. “If only this day you knew what makes for 
peace,” He says in Luke’s gospel, as He looks out over 
Jerusalem with tears in His eyes. And in Matthew’s recording 
of the same scene the Lord muses, “how many times I longed 
to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her young 

under her wings, but you were unwilling.” Luke emphasizes 
our need for communion with God, while Matthew underscores 
God’s yearning for communion with us—but our obstinacy to 
entrust ourselves to Him. 
 
Closer to our own day, Henri Nouwen observed that “It is 
God’s passionate pursuit of us that calls us to prayer. Prayer 
comes from God’s initiative, not ours. It might sound shocking, 
but it is biblical to say: God wants us more than we want God!” 
 
God wants us more than we want God . . . this is not only 
shocking, it’s sad. God, who needs nothing, desires us more 
passionately than we—who need God so desperately—desire 
Him. He’s there knocking at the door of our heart, and we’re 
vegging out watching TV or absently doom scrolling. 
 
“Life becomes an unbearable burden whenever we lose touch 
with the presence of a loving Savior,” Nouwen writes in 
another place. How true is this proving itself to be in the world 
around us today? What makes such a life an unbearable burden 
is that it is lived in contradiction to reality, every bit as much so 
as someone trying to walk on a fractured ankle. It leaves us as 
lonely and hopeless, feeling as unworthy and empty, as the 
Sandra Bullock character in Gravity  If only she knew what 
makes for peace . . . that God still longs to gather us together 
like a mother hen . . . if only we knew this, too. 
 
How radically things would change, how revolutionary our 
view of the world would be, if we really allowed ourselves to 
be convinced of this fundamental truth: that God wants us—
that He actually wants us more than we want Him. That He 
wants us, not as a possession, but as a beloved child. How this 
would change our approach to prayer, our understanding of 
prayer, our desire to pray, and how it would change the very 
substance of our prayers themselves.  
 
But what if we first changed our understanding of prayer? If we 
approached our prayer as if we were convinced that we were 
drawing near to the God who is passionately pursuing us? 
Could that change our relationship with Him? Could that lead 
us to discover how desirously He does want us? No, Ms. 
Bullock, it’s not too late. The honored ambassador is always 
ready to stand before God for us.  

                                                                           Fr. Ren 
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Update on the Offertory  
Envelopes  

Our company that handles 
envelope distribution is 

continuing to experience delays 
on their end.   

 
We are very sorry for this 

inconvenience— 
we have provided extra 

envelopes in the churches  
for you!  
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Please contact Laurie Hojlo at 
happyhojlos@verizon.nett  

on how to volunteer at our food pantry 
or if you are in need of services!

DONATION COOLERS ARE LOCATED AT 
BOTH CHURCHES:

ST.. ANN:: 2NDD DOORR ONN YOURR LEFTT ASS 
YOUU DRIVEE INTOO THEE PARKINGG LOTT ANDD 

HEADD TOWARDSS THEE REARR  
OFF THEE CHURCHH 

 
ST.. ZEPHERIN:: ATT THEE DOUBLEE DOORR 

FACINGG MAINN STREETT  

mailto:happyhojlos@verizon.net
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INAUGURATION PRAYER 

 
We all know that the inauguration of a president 
includes prayer, poetry and a solemn oath to carry 
out one’s constitutional duties “so help me God”. 
Today’s first reading (1 Kings 3:5, 7-12) has been 
taken from the installation of Solomon to succeed 
David as King of Israel. Not a smooth transition. 
Factions from within David’s family and that of 
Saul, the ruler David displaced, fought to secure the 
throne. Solomon has blood on his hands in the fight. 
He also pulled off a diplomatic coups by marrying 
Pharaoh’s daughter (1 Kgs 3:1). So quite a bit has 
happened before this dream-vision exchange 
between the new king and God.  
 
Anyone who reads folklore will recognize that when 
a god or genie turns up and extends that “ask 
something of me and I will give it you” promise, 
there’s a trap involved. Choosing the ordinary 
passions of power will result in disaster. Solomon 
avoids doing so by acknowledging that God’s loyalty 
to his father, David, has given him the throne. He 
lacks what will be most important in ruling God’s 
people: “…an understanding heart to judge your 
people and to distinguish right from wrong,” (v. 9).  
 
As folktale requires, Solomon’s request for the 
wisdom a king requires is granted. But so too is the 
catalogue of items that powerful rulers typically 
expect from the nation’s gods: long life for yourself, 
riches and honor, there will not be any king like you 
(vv. 10, 13). Though one item in the typical royal 
ask, “the life of your enemies”, God does not 
promise. And another, “long life for yourself” is 
contingent upon Solomon remaining faithful to 
God’s statutes and commandments. Israel’s kings 
will repeatedly fall short of these ideals. In Hebrew 
an “understanding heart” is one that listens. Often, 
we speak of getting “a hearing” before X when 
justice is at stake. But like ancient Israelites or the 
crowds listening to Jesus speak about the Kingdom 
of God, we rarely credit judges with Solomon’s 
wisdom.  

Pheme Perkins, PH.D. 
Joseph Professor Emerita 
of Catholic Spirituality 
Boston College 
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Reminder:   Our Livestreamed Masses may be 
accessed via our website: 
goodshepherdwayland.org  

and our  
YouTube channel:  

Good Shepherd Wayland  
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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"All music herein is reprinted and streamed with permission 
under One License #A-727074.  All rights reserved." 

AAMENN 
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Call 1-844-320-4506

Save up-to*

+ Free gutter inspection, quote good for 1 year

Promotion exp: 8/31/2026.

Goodbye Clogged Gutters

Saveup to35%
*S

u
p

er Sum m e r Sale

Promo code: 285

CALL NOW
1.833.791.9968 Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change 

and vary by dealer. Expires 12/27/26.

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free 
Installation.

©2026 ShelfGenie SPC LLC. All rights reserved. Locally owned and operated franchise. Offer valid at participating locations only. Limit one offer per household. *Applies to Classic and Designer line. EXP 12/31/26.

SCHEDULE NOW: 
1-855-625-9032

AS SEEN IN

• FREE no-obligation design consultation
• 
• 
• 

• FREE no-obligation design
consultation

• CUSTOM-BUILT

• FAST,
• LIFETIME WARRANTY*

50% OFF
EXPERT INSTALLATION
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St. Mary’s Cemetery | 1 Wellesley Avenue,
Needham, MA 02494

ST. MARY’S CEMETERY

For information, call the cemetery staff  at Mary 
Immaculate of Lourdes Church at 781-235-1841.

St Mary’s Cemetery in Needham, founded 
in the 1870’s, is the parish cemetery of Mary 
Immaculate of Lourdes. Th e Cemetery is 
a reverent resting place for those awaiting 
reunion with the Risen Lord. Th e decision
to pre-plan and purchase interment rights is 
a responsible and thoughtful gesture, sparing 
loved ones the stress of making diffi  cult 
decisions during a time of grief and loss.

Steven Conroy - Owner
www.lugaway.com | info@lugaway.com

Home Cleanouts
Garage Cleanouts

Storage Unit Cleanouts
Estate Cleanouts
Furniture 
Appliances
Televisions  
Yard Waste
Construction Debris
Demolition
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ROOFING | SIDING | GUTTERS | WINDOWS & DOORS

Safety that lets 
you enjoy the 
little things.

Call Now to Redeem 
Over $230 in Savings! 

1 (855) 444-3698
Call 617-841-4985 to schedule
 your free quote today!

FALL COURSES

REGISTRATION OPEN

mailto:info@lugaway.com
www.lugaway.com
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Trusted Painting & Construction ServicesTrusted Painting & Construction Services
617-787-1907 • www.lavelleco.com

Tamburrini

Painting

Inc 

• Residential � Commercial

• Interior � Exterior

• Deck � Porches

• Pressure Washing

• Cabinet Refinishing

Jamie Tamburruni
617-694-8001

scan for all services

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

Complete auto repair for domestic 
and foreign vehicles.

135 W. Central St. Natick
508-433-6777 

www.twentyfivemotors.com

Family Owned Business • Parishioner of Good Shepherd
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508-735-4833
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John C. Bryant Funeral Home
“Serving families and individuals as we would be served.”

56 Pemberton Road • Wayland, Massachusetts 01778

508-653-4220
Cynthia F. Bryant, Director

Geoffrey Bryant Leard, Director
www.johncbryantfuneralhome.com

“Be a Servant” Matthew 20:26

“He has risen.” Matt 28:6

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

*Includes labor and product; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This 
promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. 
This offer expires 9/30/26. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. 

dealers only. See your dealer for details. ©2026 Bath Concepts Industries.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

(844) 300-2419CALL 
NOW

$1,500 OFF*

OFFER EXPIRES 9/30/2026

ZERO Interest, ZERO Payments 
for 12 Months**

PLUS

WE’VE 
GOT YOU 
COVERED

LICENSED 
& INSURED 

ROOFER
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www.lavelleco.com
www.twentyfivemotors.com
www.johncbryantfuneralhome.com

