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 Jesus said to his disciples: 
….  “You are the light of the world. A city set on a mountain cannot be hidden.  
Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a bushel basket; it is set on a lampstand, 
where it gives light to all in the house.”      Matthew 5: 15 

The Sermon of the Beatitudes by James Tissot  
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Deacon Colm, Fr Dave, Deacon Geoff, Rev Dr Stephanie 
at Wayland HS Stand Out Rally12/22/22

PARISH STAFF 
Pastor:
Fr. Laurence “Ren” Tocci
Ext. 14
frren@goodshepherdwayland.org

Senior Priest in Residence:
Rev. Austin H. Fleming, M.A.
fraustin@goodshepherdwayland.org
Fr. Fleming’s daily blog: 
ConcordPastor.blogspot.com 

Permanent Deacon:  
Deacon Colm McGarry  Ext. 22
Director of Youth Ministry
cmcgarry@goodshepherdwayland.org
youthministrywayland@gmail.com

Finance & Operations Manager :
Liliana Lucas Ext. 18
llucas@goodshepherdwayland.org

Faith Formation Director (K-5):
Debora S. Robertson Ext.12
dspairani@goodshepherdwayland.org

Music Director
Bethany Ratcliff Ext. 33
musicdirector@goodshepherdwayland.org

Director of My Brother’s Table:
Laurie Hojlo
happyhojlos@verizon.net

Communications & Sacramental Records:
Kat Holmstrom  Ext. 13
kholmstrom@goodshepherdwayland.org

Administrative Assistant:
Vina Sousa Ext. 10
vsousa@goodshepherdwayland.org

Facilities Staff: 
Steve McCarthy & Julio Pazmino  Ext. 18

    Mass Times
Saturday, 4:00 PM St. Ann

Sunday, 8:30 AM St. Zepherin
Sunday, 10:30 AM St. Ann

Sunday, 5:30 PM St. Zepherin

Confession
Saturday, 3:00 –3:45 PM

St. Ann 
(or by appointment)

    Weekday Masses
   Monday—Tuesday

  9:00 AM St. Ann
  Wednesday—Friday

    9:00 AM St. Zepherin

Mass Intentions
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7

4:00 PM
VARKEY VATTAPPARA

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8
8:30 AM

PEOPLE OF 
GOOD SHEPHERD PARISH

10:30 AM
MARY BYRON RODKEY

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 11 
9:00 AM

MILLIE CHOINSKI & 
RUTH (CHOINSKI) FORNES

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 13
9:00 AM

EILEEN BIRCH

GOOD SHEPHERD PARISH VISION STATEMENT
Good Shepherd Parish strives to be a vibrant, welcoming community where every person can experience the Father’s love.  Through the 
Gospel proclamation, prayer, and joyous sacramental celebration, Good Shepherd Parish will inspire parishioners to discern and live out their 
vocations and to actively evangelize the world.  As we bear witness to the Risen Christ, Our Lord and Savior, we aspire to serve our parish 
community.  We will seek to welcome home the new, the lost, and the disheartened by using the gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit..

GOOD SHEPHERD PARISH MISSION STATEMENT
We, the Roman Catholic community of Good Shepherd Parish, strive to be a living sign of Christ’s love in and for the world.
In response to our Baptismal call, nourished by the Eucharist and guided by the values of the Second Vatican Council, we seek to continue 
the mission of Jesus Christ by welcoming, supporting and guiding all through prayer, sacramental celebration, service and education.

Parish Calendar
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 10

BIBLE STUDY WITH PHEME 
10:00 AM

PARISH CENTER

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 10
MEN’S GROUP (HEART TO HEART)

6:30 PM
ST. ANN’S LIBRARY

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12 
(MOVED FROM FEB. 5)
MY BROTHER’S TABLE 
FOOD DISTRIBUTION
7:00 AM—11:00 AM

ST. ANN’S HALL

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

7:00 PM—8:00 PM
ST. ZEPHERIN

ST. ANN CHURCH, 134  COCHITUATE  RD, WAYLAND, MA

ST. ZEPHERIN CHURCH, 99 MAIN ST, WAYLAND, MA

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday—Thursday

9 AM—3 PM
Friday  9 AM—12 PM

Parish Office: (508) 650—3545                           99 Main Street, Wayland, MA
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The Evangelical Counsels and the Beatitudes (Part III) . . . 
 
I’m always puzzled whenever I pass someone (usually a teen-
ager) who’s wearing a T-shirt or sweatshirt emblazoned with a 
single word—OBEY. How much different that is from what I 
would have had as a slogan on my shirts when I was in high 
school! I finally did a little research into the matter and 
discovered that it’s actually a brand name of clothing started by 
a former street artist whose fashion lines are now sold at 
Nordstrom. (An interesting example of how last week’s rebel 
becomes yesterday’s mainstreamer and today’s haute couture
entrepreneur.) 
 
Obedience isn’t a very popular concept for us these days, not 
since western society has surrendered itself to cultural 
relativism and radical individualism. There’s a kneejerk 
revulsion we have at the notion of obedience, as if obduracy 
were its own virtue. We’ve become a culture of Marlon 
Brandos  from the movie The Wild One  Murphy 
asks him what he’s rebelling against, he replies “Whadda ya 
got?” The actual value in question is irrelevant; only the 
deviation from it matters. Groucho Marx puts it somewhat 
differently in a song from Horsefeathers  matter what it is 
or who commenced it/I’m against it.” 
 
But this is to get obedience wrong. It’s a child’s understanding 
of obedience, not the evangelical counsel of obedience. 
 
We can see the difference in the Sermon on the Mount. In the 
Beatitudes Jesus proclaims, “Blessed are the meek, for they 
shall inherit the earth.” He doesn’t seem to be advocating 
timidity or an effete temperament; after all, He identifies 
Himself as being “meek and humble of heart,” and He certainly 
was no shrinking violet. But He was obedient to the Father’s 
will. 
 
The root of the word obey  in Latin, means “to listen to.” I 
think this is key to understanding the evangelical counsel. It’s 
about listening to and coming to understand the vision of the 
one in authority. But it’s a legitimate authority: an authority 
freely acknowledged and embraced by the one bound by 
obedience—bound by personal choice. At the Last Supper 
Jesus informs His disciples, “I no longer call you slaves 
because a slave doesn’t know what his master is doing. I call 
you friends because I have made known to you everything I 
have heard from My Father.” But this explanation comes 
immediately after He tells them, “you are my friends if you do 
what I command you.” Obedience here means the recognition 
of a mutual purpose, and that each party has a particular 
responsibility in fulfilling that purpose.  
 
Evangelical obedience is the humility to grasp that my 
immediate or self-interested desires are of minor importance as 
compared to a chosen and shared mission. It’s to harness one’s 
drives and direct them toward a cooperative goal that one 
shares with others. This meekness is not the docility of 
weakness, but the supple will of one who is all in on the 
purpose (s)he has dedicated him-/herself to. It’s the acceptance 
of a responsibility, and a necessary trait for the readiness to 
sacrifice for the sake of a higher good. Fundamentally, it’s 
about trust. It’s patterned after our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, 

whose life-sustenance came from doing His Father’s will.  
 
Ideally, the trust between the parties allows for inter-
communication. When I was at seminary, one of my classmates 
was a Benedictine monk from St. Joseph’s Abbey in Spencer. 
He had approached his abbot on three separate occasions 
during his decades-long time in the abbey, requesting to apply 
to seminary, believing that God was calling him to be a priest. 
Three times the abbot turned him down, and three times my 
friend dutifully went about his appointed tasks. After time had 
passed, he determined that he would broach the subject with his 
abbot one last time, resolving in his mind that if he were 
rejected this time, he would assume it wasn’t God’s will that he 
become a priest. He sat down and made his case to the abbot, 
who replied, “If I say No this time, I’d be saying No to the 
Holy Spirit.” Brother Emmanuel was the first guy in my class 
to be ordained to the priesthood. 
 
This is the evangelical counsel of obedience at its finest. 
Emmanuel was not afraid to continue to speak with his abbot 
about what he felt to be his vocation; but he accepted the 
response each time. For his part, the abbot clearly had listened 
earnestly to my friend’s request, hearing him out as he made 
his case, and each time remaining genuinely open to the 
possibility. How easy it would have been for him—especially 
that fourth time—to have closed his mind, agree to sit patiently 
with Emmanuel just to pacify him but entering the conversation 
having already made up his mind beforehand. The relationship 
between the two monks, grounded in mutual trust and (I 
presume) respect, gave Emmanuel the confidence to renew his 
request and opened the mind of the abbot to sincerely listen to 
and take seriously the request. 
 
Trust is at a minimum in our world today. Whether this is due 
to a mistrust of media outlets, who we fear may be spreading 
fake news to advance their own private agenda, or the peril we 
constantly face of falling victim to cancel culture for speaking 
our mind openly to a friend who might over-react, there’s a 
growing guardedness in our relationships. Perhaps it’s the 
natural consequence of having too many divergent opinions on 
social media, each claiming authoritative knowledge, 
competing for our attention, or the translation of our social life 
from personal interaction to abstract online milieus. And 
certainly, AI will only further erode our trust factor—we can’t 
even know if the video clip we’re watching is a genuine record 
of a real incident or a generated facsimile. In such a world, the 
evangelical counsel of obedience that professed religious 
pledge themselves to is a vital seed of mutual trust, one that can 
help those of us in the larger outside world learn how to 
reclaim relationships built on a strong and solid base. Those 
who have a will supple enough to trust oneself to another’s 
counsel in order to direct his/her actions in pursuit of a noble 
goal are far more likely to achieve that goal, make a lasting 
difference in the world—and by that impact inherit the earth.          
 
 
 — Fr. Ren  

St. Benedict Restores Life to a Young 
Monk  by Giovanni del Biondo 
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SEARCH LIGHT 
 

“Where did she disappear to?” In the scramble to 
sort passengers, car seats, hats, coats and boots 
when heading back to MA from a family 
gathering in NH, the 2 ½ year old vanished. 
Outside the back door she had discovered a 
hollow in the snow/ice. Using her mini flashlight 
from Santa, she was creating fascinating bluish 
waves on the edges. No need to arm adults with 
those bright search lights that come out when a 
child is missing in the woods. Not that she was 
willingly abandoned in her explorations, of 
course. What about Jesus’ you are the light of the 
world? A city on a mountain like the search light? 
Or a household oil lamp, 1candle power, like the 
flashlight? 
 
Isaiah’s image of daylight breaking out when the 
hungry are fed, the homeless sheltered, the naked 
clothed, and people do not turn their back on 
those in need (Isa 58:7-10) inspired Jesus’ 
teaching in the Sermon on the Mount. Remove 
oppression, false accusation, malicious speech 
and “…the gloom shall become for you like 
midday,” (v. 10). The prophet’s words for a 
people hoping to return to past “days of glory 
under King David” come with a warning. God 
ignores the rich and powerful. St. Paul insists that 
he didn’t use “media consultants” to push the 
gospel. Rather his own weakness copied Jesus’ 
own death on the cross (1 Cor 2:1-5).  
 
Don’t expect human expertise to transform 
society. That would be as dumb as lighting a lamp 
and then putting a basket over it. But since the 
household oil lamp has the lumens of a mini 
flashlight, and not a search light, that “light the 
world” task has a different scale. What 
opportunities to heal the world around us are 
waiting to be discovered? By whom? A pause in 
the “grab child and insert into car seat” response, 
showed me something that only a very curious 
small person could discover.  
 
Pheme Perkins, Ph.D. 
Joseph Professor 
Of Catholic Spirituality 
Boston College 
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"All music herein is reprinted and streamed with permission under One License #A-727074.  All rights reserved."  

GLORIA  
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Get a FREE full gutter inspection
and estimate: 1-844-320-4506

Start the new 
year clog-free!

Promo: 285
Get a FREE full gutter inspection and estimate:
1-844-320-4506

*

We install year-round!

15% OFF + 10%
LeafFilter** Discount For 

Seniors + Military

Claim by: 2/28/2026

Better Shelves. 
Custom Solutions.
Say goodbye to clutter and frustration–wherever it lives. 
From kitchens and pantries to bathrooms and laundry rooms, 
ShelfGenie® custom pull-out shelves bring smart, accessible 
storage to every space in your home.

Schedule Now by Calling 
1-855-625-9032

© 2025 ShelfGenie SPC LLC. All rights reserved. Locally owned and operated franchise. Offer valid at 
participating locations only. Limit one offer per household. *Applies to Classic and Designer line. 

EXP 1/31/2026. MA HIC License #165040

FREE EXPERT 
DESIGN CONSULTATION

A 
$250 VALUE

CALL NOW
1.833.791.9968 Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change 

and vary by dealer. Expires 12/27/26.

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free 
Installation.

“He has risen.”  Matt 28:6
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St. Mary’s Cemetery | 1 Wellesley Avenue,
Needham, MA 02494

ST. MARY’S CEMETERY

For information, call the cemetery staff  at Mary 
Immaculate of Lourdes Church at 781-235-1841.

St Mary’s Cemetery in Needham, founded 
in the 1870’s, is the parish cemetery of Mary 
Immaculate of Lourdes. Th e Cemetery is 
a reverent resting place for those awaiting 
reunion with the Risen Lord. Th e decision
to pre-plan and purchase interment rights is 
a responsible and thoughtful gesture, sparing 
loved ones the stress of making diffi  cult 
decisions during a time of grief and loss.

Steven Conroy - Owner
www.lugaway.com | info@lugaway.com

Home Cleanouts
Garage Cleanouts

Storage Unit Cleanouts
Estate Cleanouts
Furniture 
Appliances
Televisions  
Yard Waste
Construction Debris
Demolition
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30 Boston Post Rd., Wayland
Visit our website: www.besslerkang.com

Barry Bessler, DMD • 508-358-2336

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY | SMILE MAKEOVERS

FULL MOUTH RECONSTRUCTION & MORE

REVIEWS:

$349.99 FREE
TEETH

WHITENING
COMPREHENSIVE 
CONSULTATION—

VALUED AT $880 VALUED AT 
OVER $1200

&
Mention this advertisement for the discount.

ROOFING | SIDING | GUTTERS | WINDOWS & DOORS

Now Available

Draw Close to Jesus
Award-winning novelist 

Heidi Chiavaroli invites you 

to draw closer to Jesus this 

Lent. Through imaginative 

retellings, Heidi brings to vivid 

life the stories of forty people 

who encountered the Savior 

in the pages of Scripture.

www.heidichiavaroli.com

Born to ThriveInnovation in childcare
All families are

Providing top-notch childcare, private coaching, and premium products for your children.
857-200-8309 | www.btthrive.com

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771
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www.btthrive.com
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(508) 359-7954
www.PaulMacrina.com

Your family electrician.
Trusted Painting & Construction ServicesTrusted Painting & Construction Services

617-787-1907 • www.lavelleco.com

Tamburrini

Painting

Inc 

• Residential � Commercial

• Interior � Exterior

• Deck � Porches

• Pressure Washing

• Cabinet Refinishing

Jamie Tamburruni
617-694-8001

scan for all services AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

67 Beaver St. Framingham
508-872-9452

www.kandsauto.com

A Business Built on 
Quality and Honesty

Since 1992

635 Waverly St. Framingham
www.ronstire.com | 508-872-2266

Large Inventory of All Major Tire Brands & Sizes

Tires • Auto Repair

We offer a variety of commercial 
and residential services from 
WWW
aaan

Fleury Finish Carpentry is owned and operated 
by husband and wife team, Vinny and Adele Fleury.

718-708-9249
www.f leuryfc .com

MA GC License and Fully Insured

Complete auto repair for domestic 
and foreign vehicles.

135 W. Central St. Natick
508-433-6777 

www.twentyfivemotors.com

Family Owned Business • Parishioner of Good Shepherd
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508-735-4833
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AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

We’ve electrified 1,500+ homes 

with custom system design, 

expert heat pump  installations, 

hassle-free rebate processing & 

dedicated project management.

Give us a call and learn more: 

(617) 720-2286
elephantenergy.com

Ready for a climate-friendly home?

“Jesus Wept.”John 11:35 

John C. Bryant Funeral Home
“Serving families and individuals as we would be served.”

56 Pemberton Road • Wayland, Massachusetts 01778

508-653-4220
Cynthia F. Bryant, Director

Geoffrey Bryant Leard, Director
www.johncbryantfuneralhome.com

Stand Out
Color Advertising

617-779-3771
Visit chestertonimmaculata.org

*Our priority application deadline is January 14

25 Clinton Street, Framingham

 A Joyfully Catholic, Classical High School

Be a Crusader for a Day!
To schedule a Shadow Day, call 508-834-9849

www.PaulMacrina.com
www.lavelleco.com
www.kandsauto.com
www.kandsauto.com
www.ronstire.com
www.ronstire.com
www.fleuryfc.com
www.twentyfivemotors.com
www.johncbryantfuneralhome.com
www.johncbryantfuneralhome.com

