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GOOD SHEPHERD PARISH 2 WAYLAND, MA

Deacon Colm, Fr Dave, Deacon Geoff, Rev Dr Stephanie 
at Wayland HS Stand Out Rally12/22/22

PARISH STAFF 
Pastor:
Fr. Laurence “Ren” Tocci
Ext. 14
frren@goodshepherdwayland.org

Senior Priest in Residence:
Rev. Austin H. Fleming, M.A.
fraustin@goodshepherdwayland.org
Fr. Fleming’s daily blog: 
ConcordPastor.blogspot.com 

Permanent Deacon:  
Deacon Colm McGarry  Ext. 22
Director of Youth Ministry
cmcgarry@goodshepherdwayland.org
youthministrywayland@gmail.com

Finance & Operations Manager :
Liliana Lucas Ext. 18
llucas@goodshepherdwayland.org

Faith Formation Director (K-5):
Debora S. Robertson Ext.12
dspairani@goodshepherdwayland.org

Music Director
Bethany Ratcliff Ext. 33
musicdirector@goodshepherdwayland.org

Director of My Brother’s Table:
Laurie Hojlo
happyhojlos@verizon.net

Communications & Sacramental Records:
Kat Holmstrom  Ext. 13
kholmstrom@goodshepherdwayland.org

Administrative Assistant:
Vina Sousa Ext. 10
vsousa@goodshepherdwayland.org

Facilities Staff: 
Steve McCarthy & Julio Pazmino  Ext. 18

    Mass Times
Saturday, 4:00 PM St. Ann

Sunday, 8:30 AM St. Zepherin
Sunday, 10:30 AM St. Ann

Sunday, 5:30 PM St. Zepherin

Confession
Saturday, 3:00 –3:45 PM

St. Ann 
(or by appointment)

    Weekday Masses
   Monday—Tuesday

  9:00 AM St. Ann
  Wednesday—Friday

    9:00 AM St. Zepherin

Mass Intentions
SATURDAY, JANUARY 24

4:00 PM
PHILIP BYRON

SUNDAY, JANUARY 25
10:30 AM

MICHAEL & ELIZABETH KIELTY
5:30 PM

PEOPLE OF 
GOOD SHEPHERD PARISH

MONDAY, JANUARY 26
9:00 AM

MILLIE CHOINSKI &
RUTH (CHOINSKI) FORNES 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 27
9:00 AM

GRETTA ROZARIO

THURSDAY, JANUARY 29
9:00 AM

MARIA ROSA COLLINS

GOOD SHEPHERD PARISH VISION STATEMENT
Good Shepherd Parish strives to be a vibrant, welcoming community where every person can experience the Father’s love.  Through the 
Gospel proclamation, prayer, and joyous sacramental celebration, Good Shepherd Parish will inspire parishioners to discern and live out their 
vocations and to actively evangelize the world.  As we bear witness to the Risen Christ, Our Lord and Savior, we aspire to serve our parish 
community.  We will seek to welcome home the new, the lost, and the disheartened by using the gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit..

GOOD SHEPHERD PARISH MISSION STATEMENT
We, the Roman Catholic community of Good Shepherd Parish, strive to be a living sign of Christ’s love in and for the world.
In response to our Baptismal call, nourished by the Eucharist and guided by the values of the Second Vatican Council, we seek to continue 
the mission of Jesus Christ by welcoming, supporting and guiding all through prayer, sacramental celebration, service and education.

Parish Calendar
TUESDAY, JANUARY 26

BIBLE STUDY WITH PHEME 
10:00 AM

PARISH CENTER

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 27
BIBLE STUDY GROUP

7:00 PM
PARISH CENTER

SATURDAY, JANUARY 31
VIRTUS TRAINING

9 AM—12 PM
PARISH CENTER

REGISTER ONLINE PRIOR TO 
SATURDAY 

Weekend of 
January 31st—February 1st

Blessing of the Throats
St. Blaise Feast Day 

February 3rd 

ST. ANN CHURCH, 134  COCHITUATE  RD, WAYLAND, MA

ST. ZEPHERIN CHURCH, 99 MAIN ST, WAYLAND, MA

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday—Thursday

9 AM—3 PM
Friday  9 AM—12 PM

Parish Office: (508) 650—3545                           99 Main Street, Wayland, MA
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mailto:fraustin@goodshepherdwayland.org
mailto:cmcgarry@goodshepherdwayland.org
mailto:youthministrywayland@gmail.com
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mailto:dspairani@goodshepherdwayland.org
mailto:musicdirector@goodshepherdwayland.org
mailto:happyhojlos@verizon.net
mailto:kholmstrom@goodshepherdwayland.org
mailto:vsousa@goodshepherdwayland.org
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The Evangelical Counsels and the Beatitudes 
(Part II-a) . . . 
 
Among the many stories of conversion and lives of the 
saints cataloged by the Church is the tale of Pelagia: an 
actress/prostitute (the two professions often went hand 
in hand throughout much of history). As the story goes, 
Pelagia, dressed provocatively and followed by an 
entourage of admiring fans, sashayed past a group of 
bishops who were gathered in front of the tomb of St. 
Julian. The bishops all averted their eyes, 
conspicuously trying to display their attempt to pretend 
not to notice her (which, of course, only called the more 
attention to her and to their acute awareness of her 
presence). All the bishops save one, that is. Bishop 
Nonnus remarked on her beauty and particularly on her 
alluring wardrobe. Addressing his fellow prelates, he 
noted that “we have paid no attention to our souls in the 
attempt to adorn them with good habits so that Christ 
may desire to dwell in us. What a reproach to us, seeing 
that we have not taken pains to make ourselves pleasing 
to God nearly as much as this prostitute . . . has taken 
pains to please men.” Then, to go even further, he 
suggested, “Maybe we should even go and become the 
pupils of this lascivious woman.”  
 
The next day Pelagia went to Mass to hear Bishop 
Nonnus preach and became converted. Simply because 
one prelate saw her, and rather than becoming self-
conscious of his own libido, recognized that her desire 
to be sexually attractive should inspire those who desire 
holiness to make themselves spiritually attractive to 
God. This is the evangelical counsel of chastity. 
 
Normally, when we speak of chastity we mean being 
faithful to one’s state in life: a single person should 
remain continent until (s)he marries; a married person 
should remain exclusive to his or her spouse; and a 
consecrated virgin should exercise perfect continence—
that is, remain celibate. However, the evangelical 
counsel of chastity refers specifically to celibacy. 
 
The discipline of celibacy has been a controversial 
issue, all the more so since the sexual revolution has 
catapulted sex into the stratosphere, treating it as if it 
were the highest possible good attainable. It’s been 
blamed for the clergy sex abuse crisis (which is a bum 
rap: schoolteachers and scout leaders, as well as 
ministers from religious traditions that allow their 
clerics to marry have their equal portion of deviants 
who’ve committed this atrocity). A little over six years 
ago, a synod of bishops and consecrated religious 
convened in the Amazon to address the custom of 
priestly celibacy, raising questions as to whether the 

discipline would be abrogated; the synod affirmed the 
long-standing practice. Pope Francis himself remarked 
that he didn’t agree with allowing optional celibacy, 
calling it “a gift for the Church.” 
 
He hit the proverbial nail on the head. Chastity in 
general—according to the first description I just gave 
above—is requisite: the sixth commandment expressly 
prohibits adultery (which is any sexual behavior outside 
of marriage), and the ninth commandment disallows 
lust (one of the seven deadly sins). But the evangelical 
counsel of chastity is a gift that the consecrated celibate 
gives to the Church. 
 
Evangelical chastity frees those who have this vocation 
to be completely open to the other person before them: 
to see the person for him-/herself, to focus more clearly 
and more fully on his or her need, on the particular 
situation, and to engage with the person exclusively as a 
sovereign person, untainted by any potential self-
serving interest. And that interest need not be sexual or 
romantic; there are any number of ways in which our 
egos can be tied up with other people’s lives and so our 
relations with them become (at least in part) colored by 
our own advantage. 
 
“Blessed are the pure of heart,” Jesus announces in the 
Sermon on the Mount; “for they shall see God.” The 
freedom of evangelical chastity clarifies the eyes of the 
soul, enabling the celibate to see God in the person in 
front of him/her. Bishop Nonnus was able to see 
Pelagia’s outer beauty and not be snared in the trap of 
his own lust, but rather to recognize in that loveliness a 
signal of his own need to beautify his soul for God. 
This training of his heart to seek first the Kingdom of 
God equipped him to find in even the most provocative 
of this world’s temptations a challenge to ongoing 
conversion and a spur to increased holiness. No doubt it 
helped him advance in sanctity. It certainly sparked the 
sanctification of the future Saint Pelagia. 
                                                           
 — Fr. Ren  

Saint Pelagia with Saint Nonnus 
Credit: Orthodox Church in America  
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This weekend the blessing of the throat will be available at each Mass: 

miraculous cure associated  
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SAFE DISTANCE 
 

Joseph resettled the holy family in Galilee, not 
Bethlehem of Judea to avoid living in territory ruled 
by Herod’s son Archelaus (Matt 2:22-23). When 
another Herodian, Antipas, imprisoned John, the 
Baptist, Jesus also quits the Jerusalem region to settle 
on the NW shore of the Sea of Galilee in Capernaum 
(Matt 4:12-16). He could not begin announcing the 
news that God’s salvation was at hand without getting 
away from the Jerusalem power center. Why? 
Matthew provides a paraphrase of Isa 9:1-2 to explain 
God’s plan. Salvation/light will begin in a devastated 
Jewish homeland. Its inhabitants are “overshadowed 
by death”, “seated in darkness”.  
 
Galileans were more devoted to Mosaic traditions 
than those who lived in Judah.  
Archaeologists have uncovered Galilee’s synagogues, 
ritual baths, and even household lamps imported from 
Judea. Jesus will argue with locals over what 
faithfulness to God’s command to “keep the Sabbath 
holy” required – every synagogue interpreted Sabbath 
rules differently. Are the crowds pressing Jesus for 
healing suffering from diseases exacerbated by 
poverty? Only digging up 1st century cemeteries could 
answer that. Animal bones prove that Jews did not eat 
pork and that fish from the Mediterranean was 
preferred over the freshwater mullet Peter was 
catching. 
 
We imagine St. Peter’s square with pilgrims from all 
over the globe awaiting Pope Leo’s blessing in the 
words, “I will make you fishers of men.” For an ear 
tuned to the Hebrew prophets like Matthew’s, 
trapping humans has an ominous ring. God is going 
after those who think their evil ways are hidden, 
people who think that they will never pay for 
destroying God’s inheritance (see Jer 16:16-18). To 
bring healing to those suffering from devastation will 
not build a magnificent Temple complex like the one 
Herod, the Great, had done in Jerusalem. It requires 
shining light on the human evils responsible for 
hiding evil in darkness. Or, against kings using the 
dazzling gold and silver on their buildings or clothing 
to blind subjects to power that destroys humanity. 
Jesus withdrew to a safe distance to begin.  
 
 
Pheme Perkins, Ph.D. 
Joseph Professor 
Of Catholic Spirituality 
Boston College 
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"All music herein is reprinted and streamed with permission under One License #A-727074.  All rights reserved."  

GLORIA  
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Reminder:   Our Livestreamed 
Masses may be accessed via our 

website:
goodshepherdwayland.org 

and our 
YouTube channel: 

Good Shepherd Wayland 

  

Good Shepherd Parish 
welcomes our new Music 
Director: 
Bethany Crochet Ratcliff

Bethany's journey in sacred music began 
unexpectedly when she joined the music ministry as a 
cantor and guitarist, stepping in during a temporary 
absence of the music director at her home church, St. 
Elizabeth Catholic Church. This experience ignited a 
passion within her, leading her to serve in several 
churches throughout her undergraduate years.

After earning her bachelor's degree in music with a 
focus on bassoon and organ from the University of 
Southern Mississippi, Bethany continued her service 
at her home church in Louisiana as a cantor as well 
as serving as the organist/pianist at Houma First 
United Methodist Church. Balancing her ministry 
work, Bethany spent three years sharing her love of 
music as an elementary music teacher in Baton 
Rouge, LA.

Guided by faith and prayer, Bethany's path led her to 
New England, where she is currently completing her 
master's degree in sacred music at Rider University. 
She shares her life with her supportive husband, 
Noah, and their three cats, cherishing their love and 
companionship. 
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Get a FREE full gutter inspection
and estimate: 1-844-320-4506

Start the new 
year clog-free!

Promo: 285
Get a FREE full gutter inspection and estimate:
1-844-320-4506

*

We install year-round!

15% OFF + 10%
LeafFilter** Discount For 

Seniors + Military

Claim by: 2/28/2026

Better Shelves. 
Custom Solutions.
Say goodbye to clutter and frustration–wherever it lives. 
From kitchens and pantries to bathrooms and laundry rooms, 
ShelfGenie® custom pull-out shelves bring smart, accessible 
storage to every space in your home.

Schedule Now by Calling 
1-855-625-9032

© 2025 ShelfGenie SPC LLC. All rights reserved. Locally owned and operated franchise. Offer valid at 
participating locations only. Limit one offer per household. *Applies to Classic and Designer line. 

EXP 1/31/2026. MA HIC License #165040

FREE EXPERT 
DESIGN CONSULTATION

A 
$250 VALUE

CALL NOW
1.833.791.9968 Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change 

and vary by dealer. Expires 12/27/26.

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free 
Installation.

“He has risen.”  Matt 28:6
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St. Mary’s Cemetery | 1 Wellesley Avenue,
Needham, MA 02494

ST. MARY’S CEMETERY

For information, call the cemetery staff  at Mary 
Immaculate of Lourdes Church at 781-235-1841.

St Mary’s Cemetery in Needham, founded 
in the 1870’s, is the parish cemetery of Mary 
Immaculate of Lourdes. Th e Cemetery is 
a reverent resting place for those awaiting 
reunion with the Risen Lord. Th e decision
to pre-plan and purchase interment rights is 
a responsible and thoughtful gesture, sparing 
loved ones the stress of making diffi  cult 
decisions during a time of grief and loss.

Steven Conroy - Owner
www.lugaway.com | info@lugaway.com

Home Cleanouts
Garage Cleanouts

Storage Unit Cleanouts
Estate Cleanouts
Furniture 
Appliances
Televisions  
Yard Waste
Construction Debris
Demolition
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30 Boston Post Rd., Wayland
Visit our website: www.besslerkang.com

Barry Bessler, DMD • 508-358-2336

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY | SMILE MAKEOVERS

FULL MOUTH RECONSTRUCTION & MORE

REVIEWS:

$349.99 FREE
TEETH

WHITENING
COMPREHENSIVE 
CONSULTATION—

VALUED AT $880 VALUED AT 
OVER $1200

&
Mention this advertisement for the discount.

ROOFING | SIDING | GUTTERS | WINDOWS & DOORS

Now Available

Draw Close to Jesus
Award-winning novelist 

Heidi Chiavaroli invites you 

to draw closer to Jesus this 

Lent. Through imaginative 

retellings, Heidi brings to vivid 

life the stories of forty people 

who encountered the Savior 

in the pages of Scripture.

www.heidichiavaroli.com

Get windows that lower 
your home utility bills!

Offer Valid on certain models. 4 Window Minimum. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Excludes Labor. Financing 

charges will accrue on your account during the promotional period, as set forth in your Truth in Lending Disclosures, and you 
will not have to pay a monthly payment until the promotional period has ended. If you repay your purchase in full before 

RIGL #44067, KS #9641242, WA UBI No. 605 341 461, POR #249065, WA WINDONL771PW, OR #249065

S C H E D U L E  Y O U R  F R E E  Q U O T E  T O D A Y !

Offer ends 03/31/26

1-855-919-2625

Born to ThriveInnovation in childcare
All families are

Providing top-notch childcare, private coaching, and premium products for your children.
857-200-8309 | www.btthrive.com

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

mailto:info@lugaway.com
www.lugaway.com
www.besslerkang.com
www.heidichiavaroli.com
www.heidichiavaroli.com
www.btthrive.com
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(508) 359-7954
www.PaulMacrina.com

Your family electrician.
Trusted Painting & Construction ServicesTrusted Painting & Construction Services

617-787-1907 • www.lavelleco.com

Tamburrini

Painting

Inc 

• Residential � Commercial

• Interior � Exterior

• Deck � Porches

• Pressure Washing

• Cabinet Refinishing

Jamie Tamburruni
617-694-8001

scan for all services AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

67 Beaver St. Framingham
508-872-9452

www.kandsauto.com

A Business Built on 
Quality and Honesty

Since 1992

635 Waverly St. Framingham
www.ronstire.com | 508-872-2266

Large Inventory of All Major Tire Brands & Sizes

Tires • Auto Repair

We offer a variety of commercial 
and residential services from 
WWW
aaan

Fleury Finish Carpentry is owned and operated 
by husband and wife team, Vinny and Adele Fleury.

718-708-9249
www.f leuryfc .com

MA GC License and Fully Insured

Complete auto repair for domestic 
and foreign vehicles.

135 W. Central St. Natick
508-433-6777 

www.twentyfivemotors.com

Family Owned Business • Parishioner of Good Shepherd
���������	�
������
�
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508-735-4833
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AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

We’ve electrified 1,500+ homes 

with custom system design, 

expert heat pump  installations, 

hassle-free rebate processing & 

dedicated project management.

Give us a call and learn more: 

(617) 720-2286
elephantenergy.com

Ready for a climate-friendly home?

“Jesus Wept.”John 11:35 

John C. Bryant Funeral Home
“Serving families and individuals as we would be served.”

56 Pemberton Road • Wayland, Massachusetts 01778

508-653-4220
Cynthia F. Bryant, Director

Geoffrey Bryant Leard, Director
www.johncbryantfuneralhome.com

Stand Out
Color Advertising

617-779-3771
Visit chestertonimmaculata.org

*Our priority application deadline is January 14

25 Clinton Street, Framingham

 A Joyfully Catholic, Classical High School

Be a Crusader for a Day!
To schedule a Shadow Day, call 508-834-9849

www.PaulMacrina.com
www.lavelleco.com
www.kandsauto.com
www.kandsauto.com
www.ronstire.com
www.ronstire.com
www.fleuryfc.com
www.twentyfivemotors.com
www.johncbryantfuneralhome.com
www.johncbryantfuneralhome.com

