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GOOD SHEPHERD PARISH 2 WAYLAND, MA

Deacon Colm, Fr Dave, Deacon Geoff, Rev Dr Stephanie 
at Wayland HS Stand Out Rally12/22/22

PARISH STAFF 
Pastor:
Fr. Laurence “Ren” Tocci
Ext. 14
frren@goodshepherdwayland.org

Senior Priest in Residence:
Rev. Austin H. Fleming, M.A.
fraustin@goodshepherdwayland.org
Fr. Fleming’s daily blog: 
ConcordPastor.blogspot.com 

Permanent Deacon:  
Deacon Colm McGarry  Ext. 22
Director of Youth Ministry
cmcgarry@goodshepherdwayland.org
youthministrywayland@gmail.com

Finance & Operations Manager :
Liliana Lucas Ext. 18
llucas@goodshepherdwayland.org

Faith Formation Director (K-5):
Debora S. Robertson Ext.12
dspairani@goodshepherdwayland.org

Music Director
Bethany Ratcliff Ext. 33
musicdirector@goodshepherdwayland.org

Director of My Brother’s Table:
Laurie Hojlo
happyhojlos@verizon.net

Communications & Sacramental Records:
Kat Holmstrom  Ext. 13
kholmstrom@goodshepherdwayland.org

Administrative Assistant:
Vina Sousa Ext. 10
vsousa@goodshepherdwayland.org

Facilities Staff: 
Steve McCarthy & Julio Pazmino  Ext. 18

    Mass Times
Saturday, 4:00 PM St. Ann

Sunday, 8:30 AM St. Zepherin
Sunday, 10:30 AM St. Ann

Sunday, 5:30 PM St. Zepherin

Confession
Saturday, 3:00 –3:45 PM

St. Ann 
(or by appointment)

    Weekday Masses
   Monday—Tuesday

  9:00 AM St. Ann
  Wednesday—Friday

    9:00 AM St. Zepherin

Mass Intentions
SATURDAY, JANUARY 17

4:00 PM
NORA MULROONEY (LIVING)

SUNDAY, JANUARY 18
8:30 AM

RAYMOND PAGEAU
10:30 AM

PEOPLE OF 
GOOD SHEPHERD PARISH

5:30 PM
WALTER BYRON

MONDAY, JANUARY 19
9:00 AM

JEANETTE GHAREEB
TUESDAY, JANUARY 20

9:00 AM
JANE ELIZABETH CONAWAY
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 21

9:00 AM
FRANCES RUSSO

THURSDAY, JANUARY 22
9:00 AM

MILLIE CHOINSKI &
RUTH (CHOINSKI) FORNES 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 23
9:00 AM

LAURIE HOJLO (LIVING)

GOOD SHEPHERD PARISH VISION STATEMENT
Good Shepherd Parish strives to be a vibrant, welcoming community where every person can experience the Father’s love.  Through the 
Gospel proclamation, prayer, and joyous sacramental celebration, Good Shepherd Parish will inspire parishioners to discern and live out their 
vocations and to actively evangelize the world.  As we bear witness to the Risen Christ, Our Lord and Savior, we aspire to serve our parish 
community.  We will seek to welcome home the new, the lost, and the disheartened by using the gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit..

GOOD SHEPHERD PARISH MISSION STATEMENT
We, the Roman Catholic community of Good Shepherd Parish, strive to be a living sign of Christ’s love in and for the world.
In response to our Baptismal call, nourished by the Eucharist and guided by the values of the Second Vatican Council, we seek to continue 
the mission of Jesus Christ by welcoming, supporting and guiding all through prayer, sacramental celebration, service and education.

Parish Calendar
MONDAY, JANUARY 19, 2026

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED
MLK JR. OBSERVANCE

TUESDAY, JANUARY 20, 2026
BIBLE STUDY WITH PHEME RESUMES

10:00 AM
PARISH CENTER

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 21, 2026
BIBLE STUDY GROUP

7:00 PM
PARISH CENTER

THURSDAY, JANUARY 22, 2026
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

7:00 PM
ST. ANN CHURCH

FRIDAY, JANUARY 23, 2026
HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE

7:00 PM
ST. ANN CHURCH

(DEACONS FOR LIFE)

National March for Life
January 23, 2026
Washington, D.C. 

ST. ANN CHURCH, 134  COCHITUATE  RD, WAYLAND, MA

ST. ZEPHERIN CHURCH, 99 MAIN ST, WAYLAND, MA

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday—Thursday

9 AM—3 PM
Friday  9 AM—12 PM

Parish Office: (508) 650—3545                           99 Main Street, Wayland, MA

mailto:frren@goodshepherdwayland.org
mailto:fraustin@goodshepherdwayland.org
mailto:cmcgarry@goodshepherdwayland.org
mailto:youthministrywayland@gmail.com
mailto:llucas@goodshepherdwayland.org
mailto:dspairani@goodshepherdwayland.org
mailto:musicdirector@goodshepherdwayland.org
mailto:happyhojlos@verizon.net
mailto:kholmstrom@goodshepherdwayland.org
mailto:vsousa@goodshepherdwayland.org
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The Evangelical Counsels and the Beatitudes (Part I) . . . 
 
There are certain things a house needs in order to be a house. 
Walls, support beams, a roof, insulation, doors, windows, floors . . 
. these are requisite for a house. Window curtains, wall-to-wall 
carpeting, crown molding, a kitchen island . . . these things aren’t 
essential, but they make a house warm and more perfectly what it 
should be: a home. 
 
Comparably, there are certain habits and disciplines that are non-
negotiable for eternal life. Obeying the Ten Commandments is 
necessary for obtaining Heaven. However, there also are virtues 
that go beyond the minimum requirements, dispositions that per-
fect us in holiness and prepare us more fully for the life of grace—
habits that develop more expansively our love for God and love 
for neighbor. 
 
Jesus often challenged His followers to a more radically holy life-
style, and the choices He challenged them to make can be boiled 
down to three basic principles: poverty, chastity, and obedience. In 
traditional Catholic parlance these are known as the evangelical 
counsels. They are virtues that, if embraced and practiced with 
seriousness-of-purpose, perfect the human person so (s)he be-
comes more completely what (s)he is called to be—a child of God, 
marked by holiness of life. In a word: a saint. 
 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit,” Jesus declares in the Sermon on 
the Mount; “for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.” There’s the 
paradox of possessing an entire Kingdom by means of dispos-
sessing oneself of stuff: the mystery of the King of kings who 
came to serve, not to be served. Later in His mission, Jesus invites 
a rich young man to embrace this ethic. When the cat asks what he 
must do to inherit eternal life (or in other words, obtain the King-
dom of Heaven), Jesus tells him to obey the Commandments. 
When the kid says he has done this his whole life long, indicating 
that he’s hungering for greater holiness, Jesus tells him to sell all 
his belongings and to follow Him. The Lord was inviting him to 
embrace the evangelical counsel of poverty. 
 
Now, let’s be clear here. There’s poverty, and then there’s pov-
erty. When we speak of poverty in the ordinary sense—meaning 
deprivation and want; lack of necessities, that destitute condition 
which diminishes the basic dignity of the human person—that’s a 
bad thing. It’s a grave injustice and a serious evil that demands us 
to alleviate it. 
 
But the evangelical counsel of poverty is the willing choice to live 
a spartan existence. When St. Ignatius of Loyola speaks of detach-
ment in his spiritual exercises, he’s talking about the evangelical 
counsel of poverty. It’s the recognition that “man does not live on 
bread alone.” 
 
The world we live in today is marked by materialism and an ob-
session with comfort. Pope Leo XIV— following his immediate 
predecessors Francis, Benedict XVI, and John Paul II—has spo-
ken out against the radical capitalism that fuels this sort of life-
style. Not to be confused with a free-market economy (of which 
they expressly approve), when these pontiffs criticize capitalism, 
they’re cautioning humanity about a worldview that reduces every 
aspect of life to an exchange in the marketplace. People are treated 
purely as consumers, as if that were our essential identity; the cul-
ture perpetuates the lie that material comfort and possessions are 
the basis for a happy life and personal fulfillment. I worry that AI 
will only further this delusion as it generates automatic answers to 
any query—thereby eliminating the true appropriation of 

knowledge that comes only with a deep interrogation of the most 
fundamental questions of life. therefore, fabricates illusionary rela-
tionships, it will turn even personal interactions into the utilization 
of a commodity; after all, an “AI companion” doesn’t have any 
rights or dignity, and therefore doesn’t require our respect, so can 
be used and manipulated at our convenience without pangs of con-
science. 
 
But this sort of instant gratification, custom tailoring of life to ide-
ally suit one’s own tastes, and the notion that the good life can be 
put on my credit card only limits our engagement with reality to 
the surface-most level. When we indulge our senses with new in-
novations, the latest gizmo, and the next novel form of stimula-
tion, we leave the deepest and most diaphanous part of our self 
unattended. Our soul—that most precious and beautiful aspect of 
our humanity, that which makes each of us a unique person—goes 
unnourished. It’s rather akin to taking shallow breaths: yes, it 
keeps us alive and maintains the cycle of exhaling carbon dioxide 
while inhaling oxygen; but that doesn’t fill our lungs like expan-
sive, deep breathing does. So too when we focus on our sensuous 
nature in neglect of our soul, we restrict our life to its thinnest ve-
neer. 
 
Evangelical poverty, the conscious and willing detachment of our 
affections from the things of this world, counters this spiritual im-
poverishment. In the first place, reducing the inventory of posses-
sions in our life allows more resources for us to extend to those in 
material poverty. The less we accumulate for ourselves, the more 
we have to assist those in true need. We recognize the true riches 
of this world are human beings being able to flourish in the full-
ness of their humanity. 
 
But equally important, evangelical poverty clears space in our 
heart and mind for the finer things of life. It gives us time to read, 
to expose ourselves to the great works of civilization that reveal to 
us more profoundly what it means to be human. It opens a field in 
which we have room to pray: to sit quietly and still so we can lift 
our minds to God. We slow down and take time to contemplate 
beauty, either in nature or in art; we turn our attention to reflection 
on the Word of God; I go deep within my inner-most self to ex-
plore who I am at my core and to lift this true self up to God in 
silent prayer. 
 
Evangelical poverty doesn’t mean we need to live like paupers. 
We can enjoy the good things this world has to offer; but evangeli-
cal poverty does liberate us from needing the baubles that the 
world around us insists are the things that will make our life rich. 
We can use our possessions in proper moderation, without letting 
our attachment to them get out of hand and become essential to 
our happiness.  
 
In short, evangelical poverty allows us to manage our own life, 
rather than let the busy-ness of life to control us. And it frees us to 
recognize what is true, good, and beautiful, and to arrange our life 
so that truth, goodness, and beauty are our central occupation. It 
empties our arms of stuff so that we can embrace the Kingdom of 
Heaven that is ours if we reach out for it. 
                                                           
 — Fr. Ren  

Christ and the Rich Young Ruler by 
Heinrich Hofmann, 1889 
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DESIGN FLAWS? 

 
At every Mass, the priest extends an invitation to 
Communion with the words, “Behold, the Lamb of 
God. Behold him who takes away the sins of the 
world. Blessed are those called to the supper of the 
Lamb.” In today’s gospel when John the Baptist, 
sees Jesus approaching and says to those around 
him, “Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the 
sin of the world” (Jn 1:19), we already have an idea 
of how this system is designed. John 3:16 has “God 
so loved the world that he gave his only Son that 
everyone who believes in Him shall not perish but 
have eternal life.” And in John 10:14-18 Jesus 
proclaims that he is the Good Shepherd beloved by 
God because he willingly lays down his life for the 
sheep.  
 
As a kid I protested that dead shepherds increased 
the possibility of dead sheep. After learning Greek 
in school, oddities of John 1:19 emerged. The Greek 
kosmos sometimes means the whole human 
community, but usually it refers to order, to 
ornamentation, or to a part of creation not exactly 
heaven and earth. And hamartia, “sin”, to missing 
the mark, making a mistake or getting things wrong 
in a broader sense than breaking God’s rules. Is 
Jesus like the astronaut repairing flaws in the 
Hubble Telescope?  
 
Questions about whether God is playing with the 
“go fast and break things” Musk school of 
engineering show up in the Bible. God’s suffering 
servant/prophet asked it in Isa 49. In an episode of 
self-doubt he feels that his mission has been useless, 
a complete waste of strength (v. 4). The reading for 
Sunday leaves that verse out! God’s reply expands 
the servant’s mission (vv. 5-6). Suffering rejection 
by the people furthers a much grander vision than 
returning post-exilic Judah to glory among nations. 
That’s what those mocking Jesus on the cross 
thought the “messiah” would do. Definitely design 
flaws if that’s the mission. Instead, the task is 
nothing less than a global embrace, salvation for 
everyone.  
 
 
Pheme Perkins, Ph.D. 
Joseph Professor 
Of Catholic Spirituality 
Boston College 
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"All music herein is reprinted and streamed with permission under One License #A-727074.  All rights reserved."  

GLORIA  
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Good Shepherd Parish welcomes 
our new Music Director: 
Bethany Crochet Ratcliff

Bethany's journey in sacred music began unexpectedly 
when she joined the music ministry as a cantor and 
guitarist, stepping in during a temporary absence of the 
music director at her home church, St. Elizabeth Catholic 
Church. This experience ignited a passion within her, 
leading her to serve in several churches throughout her 
undergraduate years.

After earning her bachelor's degree in music with a focus on 
bassoon and organ from the University of Southern 
Mississippi, Bethany continued her service at her home 
church in Louisiana as a cantor as well as serving as the 
organist/pianist at Houma First United Methodist Church. 
Balancing her ministry work, Bethany spent three years 
sharing her love of music as an elementary music teacher in 
Baton Rouge, LA.

Guided by faith and prayer, Bethany's path led her to New 
England, where she is currently completing her master's 
degree in sacred music at Rider University. She shares her 
life with her supportive husband, Noah, and their three cats, 
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Get a FREE full gutter inspection
and estimate: 1-844-320-4506

Start the new 
year clog-free!

Promo: 285
Get a FREE full gutter inspection and estimate:
1-844-320-4506

*

We install year-round!

15% OFF + 10%
LeafFilter** Discount For 

Seniors + Military

Claim by: 2/28/2026

Better Shelves. 
Custom Solutions.
Say goodbye to clutter and frustration–wherever it lives. 
From kitchens and pantries to bathrooms and laundry rooms, 
ShelfGenie® custom pull-out shelves bring smart, accessible 
storage to every space in your home.

Schedule Now by Calling 
1-855-625-9032

© 2025 ShelfGenie SPC LLC. All rights reserved. Locally owned and operated franchise. Offer valid at 
participating locations only. Limit one offer per household. *Applies to Classic and Designer line. 

EXP 1/31/2026. MA HIC License #165040

FREE EXPERT 
DESIGN CONSULTATION

A 
$250 VALUE

CALL NOW
1.833.791.9968 Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change 

and vary by dealer. Expires 12/27/26.

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free 
Installation.

“He has risen.” Matt 28:6
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St. Mary’s Cemetery | 1 Wellesley Avenue,
Needham, MA 02494

ST. MARY’S CEMETERY

For information, call the cemetery staff  at Mary 
Immaculate of Lourdes Church at 781-235-1841.

St Mary’s Cemetery in Needham, founded 
in the 1870’s, is the parish cemetery of Mary 
Immaculate of Lourdes. Th e Cemetery is 
a reverent resting place for those awaiting 
reunion with the Risen Lord. Th e decision
to pre-plan and purchase interment rights is 
a responsible and thoughtful gesture, sparing 
loved ones the stress of making diffi  cult 
decisions during a time of grief and loss.

Steven Conroy - Owner
www.lugaway.com | info@lugaway.com

Home Cleanouts
Garage Cleanouts

Storage Unit Cleanouts
Estate Cleanouts
Furniture 
Appliances
Televisions  
Yard Waste
Construction Debris
Demolition
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30 Boston Post Rd., Wayland
Visit our website: www.besslerkang.com

Barry Bessler, DMD • 508-358-2336

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY | SMILE MAKEOVERS

FULL MOUTH RECONSTRUCTION & MORE

REVIEWS:

$349.99 FREE
TEETH

WHITENING
COMPREHENSIVE 
CONSULTATION—

VALUED AT $880 VALUED AT 
OVER $1200

&
Mention this advertisement for the discount.

ROOFING | SIDING | GUTTERS | WINDOWS & DOORS

Now Available for Preorder!

Draw Close to Jesus
Award-winning novelist 

Heidi Chiavaroli invites you 

to draw closer to Jesus this 

Lent. Through imaginative 

retellings, Heidi brings to vivid 

life the stories of forty people 

who encountered the Savior 

in the pages of Scripture.

www.heidichiavaroli.com

Schedule your FREE quote!

Offer ends 01/31/2026

down
payment

$

monthly
payment

$

interest
rate

%

for 2 years
Offer ends 01/31/2026

Now’s the best time to 

windows!

*Terms apply
MD MHIC # 124358, VA # 2705178069, DC # 420212000037, Delaware # 
2013601804, PA # 104611, MA HIC # 197968, NJ # 13VH07997100, RI RIGL 
#44067, KS # 9641242, CT HIC # 0661044, WA # WINDONL771PW, OR 
#249065 RI RIGL #44067.

50%
OFF

all window styles*

855-919-2625

Born to ThriveInnovation in childcare
All families are

Providing top-notch childcare, private coaching, and premium products for your children.
857-200-8309 | www.btthrive.com

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

mailto:info@lugaway.com
www.lugaway.com
www.besslerkang.com
www.heidichiavaroli.com
www.heidichiavaroli.com
www.btthrive.com
www.btthrive.com
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(508) 359-7954
www.PaulMacrina.com

Your family electrician.
Trusted Painting & Construction ServicesTrusted Painting & Construction Services

617-787-1907 • www.lavelleco.com

Tamburrini

Painting

Inc 

• Residential � Commercial

• Interior � Exterior

• Deck � Porches

• Pressure Washing

• Cabinet Refinishing

Jamie Tamburruni
617-694-8001

scan for all services AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

67 Beaver St. Framingham
508-872-9452

www.kandsauto.com

A Business Built on 
Quality and Honesty

Since 1992

635 Waverly St. Framingham
www.ronstire.com | 508-872-2266

Large Inventory of All Major Tire Brands & Sizes

Tires • Auto Repair

We offer a variety of commercial 
and residential services from 
WWW
aaan

Fleury Finish Carpentry is owned and operated 
by husband and wife team, Vinny and Adele Fleury.

718-708-9249
www.f leuryfc .com

MA GC License and Fully Insured

Complete auto repair for domestic 
and foreign vehicles.

135 W. Central St. Natick
508-433-6777 

www.twentyfivemotors.com

Family Owned Business • Parishioner of Good Shepherd
���������	�
������
�

REALTOR®
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508-735-4833
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AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

We’ve electrified 1,500+ homes 

with custom system design, 

expert heat pump  installations, 

hassle-free rebate processing & 

dedicated project management.

Give us a call and learn more: 

(617) 720-2286
elephantenergy.com

Ready for a climate-friendly home?

“Jesus Wept.”John 11:35 

John C. Bryant Funeral Home
“Serving families and individuals as we would be served.”

56 Pemberton Road • Wayland, Massachusetts 01778

508-653-4220
Cynthia F. Bryant, Director

Geoffrey Bryant Leard, Director
www.johncbryantfuneralhome.com

Stand Out
Color Advertising

617-779-3771
Visit chestertonimmaculata.org

*Our priority application deadline is January 14

25 Clinton Street, Framingham

 A Joyfully Catholic, Classical High School

Be a Crusader for a Day!
To schedule a Shadow Day, call 508-834-9849

www.PaulMacrina.com
www.lavelleco.com
www.kandsauto.com
www.kandsauto.com
www.ronstire.com
www.ronstire.com
www.fleuryfc.com
www.twentyfivemotors.com
www.johncbryantfuneralhome.com
www.johncbryantfuneralhome.com

