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The Night Sky is Wilderness

The Wilderness Center is proud to announce the launch of a
new program called Community Conservation. At present this
program consists of two initiatives, Backyard Habitat and Dark
Sky Conservation, each focused on educating and supporting
our community in making small changes at home to support a
larger conservation effort.

Artificial light at night has revolutionized the way we live and
work outdoors, but it has come at a steep price. Artificial lights
are now overpowering the darkness; our cities and surrounding
urban and industrial developments glow at night. Light can be
a pollutant. When used indiscriminately, outdoor lighting can
disrupt wildlife, impact human health, waste money and energy,

contribute to climate change, and block our view of the universe.

It is estimated that half of all species on Earth start their daily
activities at sundown. Animals and plants depend on Earth’s
daily cycle of light and dark. This rhythm governs all their life
sustaining behaviors such as eating, sleeping, reproduction and
protection from predators.

Artificial light at night is having negative and deadly effects on
many creatures including birds, mammals, amphibians, and
insects. For instance, glare from artificial lights can impact
wetland habitats that are home to amphibians such as frogs
and toads. The nighttime croaking of these creatures is part

of their breeding ritual. Artificial lights disrupt this activity,

interfering with reproduction resulting in declining populations.

Birds that migrate or hunt at night use moonlight and starlight
to navigate. Artificial light at night is having a devastating
effect on these birds. Every year the unnecessary light from
brightly lit buildings and towers leads to the death of millions
of birds by collision with these buildings. Migrating birds
depend on seasonal cues to begin their migration. Artificial
lights can cause them to
migrate too early or too
late causing them to miss
ideal climate conditions
for nesting, foraging

and other behaviors. In
ecosystems everything is
connected. Insects are at
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the heart of every food web.

Research is showing that insect populations around the world
are declining and that artificial light at night is an important and
often overlooked contributor to this decline. Artificial light at
night also affects plants. Light at night can cause trees to miss the
seasonal cues for their leaves to change color in the fall.

It is estimated that at least 30 percent of all outdoor lighting

in the U.S is wasted, mostly by lights that aren’t shielded. This
waste adds up to $3.3 billion and the release of 21 million tons of
carbon dioxide per year. To offset this amount of carbon dioxide
875 million trees would need to be planted annually.

Studies have shown that 99% of the US population live under
light polluted skies. Today, millions of people have never seen the
Milky Way. The night sky is our heritage. It has inspired science,
religion, philosophy, art, and literature. Experiencing the night
sky provides perspective and inspiration and leads us to reflect on
our humanity and our place in the universe.

Per the Skyglow Project, “Light Pollution, also known as Skyglow,
may not appear to be the most urgent problem facing the

planet, but it may be the most indicative of humanity’s growing
separation from nature.”

TWC is uniquely situated to take on this initiative as it has a long
history of conservation projects, and wildlife and astronomy
education. It fits TWC'’s mission of conserving natural

resources and practicing environmental stewardship. This
initiative will make TWC a showcase for dark sky conservation
efforts and will educate our community on how we can make a
difference in combating light pollution and help return the dark
of night to our wilderness and reclaim our extremely rich night
sky heritage.

Light pollution is one problem the average citizen can do
something about. If you would like to learn more about light
pollution and what you can do, TWC is hosting its first Dark Sky
Conservation Conference on Saturday, November 14. For more
information about the conference visit TWC's webpage or
Facebook page.

Wiatch our next newsletter for more information on the Backyard
Habitat initiative and Community Conservation.
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Remembering
Alan Dolan

- J

Alan Dolan was a champion — a tireless advocate for birds,
the environment, and the people who shared his passion.
He was also an incredibly kind man and a complementary
half of a dedicated couple with his wife, Lee.

Alan and Lee joined The Wilderness Center in 1975.

The Canton Audubon Society was instrumental in the
formation of The Wilderness Center and has representation
on the TWC board of directors. Alan became president of
the Canton Audubon Society in 1976 and joined TWC's
board of directors in 1977. Forty-three years of service!

Alan and Lee made positive impacts throughout our
community with their tireless energy. They were constant
volunteers for TWC events, while also volunteering for
Stark Parks and Canton Audubon Society, and Alan served
as regional director for the National Audubon Society

for eight years. He somehow even found time to hone his
photography skills as an avid member of the TWC Nature
Photography Club.

Alan believed in the importance of nature education,
serving as a member of TWC’s Education Committee.

Each fall, Alan and Lee were a driving force behind our
Nature Fest Arts and Crafts Show. Arriving early and
staying late, they quite literally did the heavy lifting to make
this benefit for the Education Department a success, year
after year. Alan did all of this with a positive energy and
genuine drive to be of service, which was an inspiration to
those around him.

We will miss our friend Alan. His support, his passion, and
his kindness left an indelible mark on TWC - and all of us.

Sign Up Now
“For Wilderness Sake!”
Virtual Benefit Auction

As the days grow shorter and temperatures begin to drop,
The Wilderness Center will warm the evening with friendship
and fun at our “For Wilderness Sake,” Fall Auction Benefit.
Although we will miss seeing you in person, we invite you to
connect with us via a festive, live streaming Zoom gathering,
auction and benefit on Saturday, November 21, at 7:00 pm.

This year more than ever, your support is critically important
to The Wilderness Center’s mission of education, conservation
and community. Now more than ever, we are relying on you to
help us cross the funding gap created by COVID-19. The funds
we raise at the Fall Auction Benefit will allow us to continue
adapting to our changing environment in order to meet the
needs of our community, developing outstanding online
programming for people throughout all walks of life, restoring
and protecting woodlands, wetlands, grasslands and even our
dark skies for all to enjoy and bringing people together through
their love of nature.

Although it has been a challenging year, there is still much to
celebrate, namely the bounty of nature and support of friends
like you. Registration is free but donations are gratefully
accepted. Please register by calling (330) 359-5235 or online at
wildernesscenter.org. Special thanks to event sponsors to date
(as of 10/20/20), the E.A. Mahoney Family Foundation and
Wheeling and Lake Erie Railway. Thank you also to our many,
generous auction item donors.
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A Sense of Place -
Readings in Natural History
Coming in February

The Wilderness Center is partnering with the
Environmental Learning Center in Vero Beach Florida,
Montana Audubon in Helena Montana, and Pajarito
Environmental Learning Center at Los Alamos Nature
Center in Los Alamos New Mexico to offer a virtual
reading and discussion group this winter.

Join others from across the country in discussing how
we develop a sense of place. Each week, a partner nature
center will offer natural history readings centered in
their region and lead a discussion. This class provides a
chance to connect with others from different ecoregions
to discuss our connection with nature, learn about
different places, and share our own experiences. Watch
our website and social media for coming details!
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Story Time: Bunches of Bats

Wednesday, November 4, 10:00-11:00

Thursday, November 12, 10:00-11:00

How would you like to sleep hanging upside-down or eat while
flying through the sky? Bats can do it! These busy night creatures
eat bugs like candy and even sneeze like you. Come explore the
night with bats in books.

Hot Topics in Astronomy Webinar: The Milky Way — Our
Intimate Neighborhood in Space

Friday, November 6, 7:00 pm

Our solar system lies in a vast neighborhood of stars called the
Milky Way. In this talk we will look at our evolving picture of the
Milky Way, our place in it, and where we fit in among the rest of the
known universe.

Cost: $5.00 per person.

Family Papermaking

Saturday, November 7, 11:00-12:00

Experience a recycling project! We'll reuse scrap paper to make
unique new paper projects: an artsy picture, one-of-a kind
stationery, a wildflower seed card or you own design.

Ohio Geology — In-person class

Tuesday, November 10 and Wednesday November 11, 11:00-2:00
Two days of indoor and outdoor exploration of rocks! Tuesday
introduces plate tectonics and we hike to the natural spring at
TWC and learn Ohio geologic history along the way. The second
day includes a hike to Dundee Falls and a closer look at the rock
cycle This is an adult program but is suitable for middle school
and high school homeschool students. This program is limited to 9
participants, must register for both days.

Cost: $45 per person members, $55 per person non-members.

Winter Ways

Friday, November 13, 11:00

Saturday, November 21, 11:00

Meet two Ohio mammals, compare their different winter survival
strategies and make a pinecone bird feeder.

Online Dark Sky Conference

Saturday, November 14, 10:30-3:00

Human health, wildlife, plants and even our sense of wonder rely
on dark skies. Learn about the Dark Sky movement and how you
can make a difference in your home and neighborhood from local
and national experts to help spread the word about this important
mission.

Cost: $20 per single-use log-in code

Foxfield Preserve Virtual Info Session

Thursday, November 19, 7:00 pm

Conservation burial is an environmentally friendly alternative

to modern burial leaving a permanent legacy for your family,
community and the natural world. Join us for a virtual information
session to learn more. Visit foxfieldpreserve.org to register, or call
330.359.5235.
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Story Time: Turkey Time

Friday, November 20, 10:00-11:00

Tuesday, November 24, 10:00-11:00

Let’s pretend to be a turkey! Strut your tail feathers, protect your
nest, look for food, and find a place to sleep. Join us for a gobble-
gobble good time.

Story Time: Outer Space Adventure

Wednesday, December 2, 10:00-11:00

Thursday, December 10, 10:00-11:00

Let’s imagine we are space travelers as we read stories and sing
about the stars, moon and planets. We'll even launch some mini
rocket ships! How high will they blast off?

Making Tracks

Thursday, December 3, 11:00

Saturday, December 12. 11:00

Look for tracks and make a plaster cast of it. Learn about the
active animals of winter.

Hot Topics in Astronomy Webinar: The Big Picture

Friday, December 4, 7:00 pm

The past 30 years have seen cosmology progress from a mostly
theoretical science to one with precision measurements possible
to validate theories. Learn the story of how we have come to our
current model of the universe, its origin and future.

Cost: $5.00 per person.

Story Time: Exploring Light

Friday, December 18, 10:00-11:00

Tuesday, December 22, 10:00-11:00

Light comes from many places, but mostly from the sun. Explore
how people have learned to use, make and celebrate with light.

Solstice Celebration

Saturday, December 19, 11:00

Make a yule log and learn about the traditions surrounding it.
Discover why the solstice has the shortest daylight of the year!
Cost: $10 per yule log for members, $15 per yule log for
nonmembers includes registration for 1-3 people.

COVID-19 Precautions

The Wilderness Center is conducting in-person programs
in accordance with the guidelines outlined by the CDC
and local health agencies. Our group size is limited to

9, so participants must register in advance by calling
330-359-5235 to reserve your spot. When indoors, masks
are required for all appropriate ages. When distancing
outdoors cannot be at least 6 feet, masks are also required.

For the safety of all, please note that The Wilderness
Center reserves the right to cancel programs if the
circumstances regarding pandemic restrictions changes.
In the event of a cancellation, a full refund will be issued.
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Tree of Life

The Wilderness Center’s Tree of Life program is a way to create a vital, living memorial that grows
stronger and more beautiful with each passing year. People donate Trees of Life for a variety of life
events - births, deaths, weddings, birthdays, anniversaries, graduations and more.

Honor a loved one with a Tree of Life by calling 330.359.5235 or visit wildernesscenter.org/give.
Your thoughtfulness today will benefit future generations tomorrow.

In memory of Barbara Airhart
WIB
In memory of Theodore Roosevelt Allen Jr.
Jeanne Gural
In memory of Theodore Roosevelt Allen Jr.
Kitty Pochman
In memory of Julia "Betty" Aneshansel who
had a deep appreciation and love for trees
Kristi & Gary Liknes
In memory of Rose Marie Angeloni
Joanne Castellaneta
In memory of William "Bill" Ross
Armstrong
Linda Wendling
In memory of our beloved Teddy - constant
companion
Pam Goudy
In memory of Vivian Avril
Melissa, Tom, Kim & Russ
In memory of John J. “Jack” Bailey
Shirlee Krane
In memory of Billy Joe Bennett
The Valentine Family
In memory of Rosemarie A. Benya
Foxfield Preserve
In memory of Angelo Bergomi
Mariapia Bergomi
In memory of Morton Berry
Shafeek Jr., Pat & Roman Shaheen
In memory of Daniel Bishop
Jeanne Gural
In memory of Margaret V. Biss
Deborah Biss
In memory of Rocco Blackwell
Kelly Johnson
In memory of Irvin "Bud" Boney
Cindy & Jim Seaman
In memory of Kirk Boughner
Mike & Amy Stewart
In memory of Lowell G. Bowers
Tom & Diana Springer
In memory of Ronald E. Brahler
Nancy LeMoine& Ed Sheeler
In memory of Jean Briggs
GIFT
In memory of Evelyn Brumbaugh
Paula Yost
In memory of Periann Calloway -
A great mom
Patsy & Chuck Slowikowski
In memory of David Canavan
Jeff & Patti Watson, Shirley Stebbins
& Becky Knight
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In memory of Rocco A. Caporaso
Don & Rachel Berkey
In memory of Donna Clarke
Kim Caldwell
In honor of Clarence William Cole
The Kendall Family
In memory of Betty Jo Collier
Lisa Wolboldt
In memory of Jack Cordier
Robert & Wendy Rasnick
In memory of Swahili - The Crazy Cat
Patsy & Chuck Slowikowski
In memory of William "Bill" Crawn
Kenneth Keller
In memory of James Cugino
Nick & Mary Ann Santarelli
In memory of Henry
Coleen Hales
In memory of James A. Danos
The Farris Family
In memory of William B. Davidson
Phyllis McKinley
In memory of Dolores Deckman
Ted & Karen Stuhldreher
In memory of Best Friend Sammy
Mary & Ray Bongini
In memory of Bob DeLauney
Jan Schaub
In memory of Georgia A. DeNoyer
Marie & Ray Gilreath
In memory of Diana Dodds
Don & Fran Gerber
In memory of Erich Dominick
Gene & Sally Little
In memory of Erich Dominik
Helen Stover
In memory of the life of Lavera Donnelly
Sue & Steve Cook & Kathy Slosman
In memory of Theresa Brady Dorricott
Kitty Johnson
In loving memory Ray Evans, father &
Father-in-law of Todd and Fran Evans &
Family
Barbara & George Bellassai
In memory of Mary Z. Fabian
Joni Ochman & Joe Pisano
In memory of Mark Fearon
Matt, Lia, Cohen & Elle VonKaenel
In memory of Mary Jo Fiegl
Jeff & Patti Watson
In memory of Randall Craig Fleischer
Chip, Shelly Higgins, Bonnie & Seth
Rutledge and Jean Sinclair

In memory of Hal Foster
Cheryl Heckman, Rick Mellinger Sr.
In memory of Jack Frontz
Jeff & Patti Watson
In memory of Jack Frontz
Dalene Forgan & Jim Vincent
In memory of April Gallagher
Irene & Mark Weaver
In memory of Dan Glazier
The Demattio Family Reunion
In memory of Joe Gongos
Sally Little
In memory of Janet Goodwin
Cheryle Baumberger Stallings Family
In memory of Richard G. Graber
Don & Rachel Berkey
In memory of Hervey L. Grantz
Mike Holdford & Lisa Stamford,
Edward Jones Investments
In memory of Robert William Greene
Ruth Robinson
In memory of Elanor L. Griffin
The Patrick Family
In memory of Lorraine F. Harden
Kim Caldwell
In memory of David W. Harkovich
Michalann Curlutu
In memory of Leslie Stuart Harrold, M.D.
The Staff & Board of
The Wilderness Center
In memory of Dr. Leslie Harrold
Bernardine J. Akkerman
In memory of Dr. Leslie Harrold
Marlene Tschudy
In memory of Maryann Harry
The Lowell Church Bunch
In memory of PerLee Hartman
Tim & Rita Palaski
In memory of PerLee Hartman
Susan & Kenneth Keller
In memory of Ida Hawkins
Bethany Nursing Home
In memory of Ida Hawkins
The Babetski, Spera & Wenzel Families &
Aunt Pam & Uncle Al
In memory of Raymond Heintzelman
Ed & Nancy Hare
In memory of Fern Heitholt
Larry & Tootie Million
In memory of Jan R. Heminger
Robert & Patty Nicholas
In memory of Becky Hershberger
Don & Velma Poland

In memory of Dr. Ernest Hetrick
Pat & Dick Fuller
In memory of Patricia Bryant Hill
Tom & Diana Springer
In memory of Ursula Hillstrom
Taylor - Webb - Nichols - Bailey
Bible Study
Ed & Nancy Hare, Dan & Nancy
Bailey, Sherry Stiles, Robert
Taylor, Charles & Eva Webb and
Alex Nichols
In memory of Edward Hodgson
Carrie Houmard Powell
In memory of Ken Hogan
Richard & Bobbie Gercken
In memory of Glenn Hostetler
Janice Lingenhoel & Family
In honor of "Uncle Phil"
Karan Knish
In memory of Jim Hummel
Jud & Dawna Compton & Family
In memory of Mrs. Pat Irons
Jeanne Gural
In memory of Norman Jackson
Vicki, Olivia, Meg & Sophia
Valentine
In memory of Ernie Jekubik
Gene & Carolyn Hamilton
In memory of Christine Beth Johnson
Judy Kropf
In loving memory Kristine Keeton
Pat (Leo) Shaheen
In celebration of the Birthday of
Elaine Ketterer
Cecily & Bill Ketterer
In loving memory our dear Paul - R.1.P.
Butch & Donna Conn
In memory of Gerald "Jerry" Kirkland
Catherine Kinik
In memory of Peggy Lou Kirkland
Pat & Bob Taibi
In memory of Kenneth Kish
Kaczmarek Insurance Services
In memory of Kris Kissane
Noreen Steffen
In memory of Katherine M. Klosz
Foxfield Preserve
In memory of Kenneth M Knish
Shirley A. Knish
In memory of Bindi Knode, a beautiful
dog, she knew she was a queen
Dr. Heather
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In memory of Protocol's Fast & Furious

"Bindi", best friend of Jan Knode
Peggy Abrams

In honor of Phillip D. Koehler
Mike & Gwen and Ron & Shirley

In honor of James & Elaine Koontz
James & Elaine Koontz

In memory of Barbara Jayne Kopatz
Kitty Johnson

In memory of Joel T. Kulish Sr.
Aunt Marcie & Uncle Dean

Gottesman

In memory of Zovinar Lair
Jennifer Twiddy & Dru Pachmayer

In memory of Judy Lake
Wanda Wentling

In memory of Tim Laps
Tom & Melissa Davis

In memory of James Lashley
Janice Lingenhoel

In memory of Robert (Bob) Lewis
David Casasanta

In memory of Mark Alan Little
James Barnett

In memory of Dr. G.W. Lose
Kathleen Fierstos

In memory of Maria Mariea
Doctors & Staff of

Oak Pointe Veterinary Care

In memory of Sara Marshall
Kathy & Sarah Tatarsky

In memory of Roy C. Miller
David & Donna Wilson

In memory of Steve Million
Karen Wilson

In memory of Jamesa Morrison
Tina Loibl

In memory of Jeannine Moss
Michael Daugherty

In memory of Cheryl Murray

The Provo Family

In memory of James I. Myers
Don & Rachel Berkey

In memory of George S. Naves
Gust Callas

In memory of Mary E. Nicholls
Robert & Colleen Jackson

In memory of Mary E. Nicholls
Habrun's Insurance Service

In memory of Mary E. Nicholls
Mr. Timothy Bible

In memory of Leonard Nipper
Michael & Deb Biss

In memory of Donald Oberster
David Valentine

In memory of Betty Owens
Tom, Melissa Cali & Cash Davis

In memory of Sondra & Irwin Pollack
Foxfield Preserve

In memory of Carrie Grethel Purcell
Your Family at Goodyear

In memory of Carrie Grethel Purcell
Your Exec Comp Family

In memory of Junior Lewis Reed
James A. Poczap

In honor of Ron Richards
Jan Schaub

In memory of Roger Riffle
Dennis & Lisa Helterbran

In memory of Roger Riffle
Mary McCoy

In memory of Roger W. Riffle
Gary ] & Candise C. Baker

In memory of Roger Riffle
Judith Carrick

In memory of Roger W. Riffle
Marion Lanham

In memory of Roger W. Riffle
Arthea & Dan Lucas

In memory of Marsha Robinson
Melissa & Tom Davis

In memory of Dave Robinson
Karen Croskey

In memory of Susan Elaine Rohr
Paula Yost

In memory of Josephine Roosh
Jennifer Twiddy & Dru Pachmayer

In memory of Miss Rose
The Bongini's

Tree of Life

In loving memory Jerry Rush
Frances Stermer

In memory of Mary Ellen Ryan
Ed & Nancy Hare

In memory of Christina Saracina
Nick & Mary Santarelli

In memory of Christina Saracina
Michael & Deb Biss

In memory of Phillip D. Schafer
Shirley A. Knish

In memory of James Schaffner, Sr.
Bethany Nursing Home

In memory of James E. Schaffner Sr.
Kim Caldwell

In memory of Mindy Shilling
Matt & Jill Kohler

In memory of Helen Simcic
Stacy & James Carey

In memory of Freda Sinacore
Pam McFarland

In memory of Frieda Sinacore
Michael Abrams

In memory of Rudy Skropits
Gary & Pat Mitchell

In honor of Barb Smith
Ed & Anita DeHoff

In memory of James W. Smith
Stephen & Louise Benedict

In memory of Pepper Smith
Mary & Frank Hoover

In celebration of The Anniversary of

Marvin & Sandra Smith
Ellen Smith

In memory of Teresa Snively
Barb Stocker, Jeff Craig & Janet

In memory of Robert Soehnlen
Tom & Florence Stover

In honor of Jackie Spitale
Ed & Anita DeHoff

In memory of Vivian Springer
Carrie Powell

In memory of Arnold Stern
Shirley McKnight & family
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In memory of Moxie
Lynn Maxheimer
In memory of Rose Cusma Strasser
Dalene Forgan & Jim Vincent
In memory of Adel Tawfik
Don & Rachel Berkey
In memory of Uncle Willie Tharp
Deb Preda & Uncle Tommy
In memory of Ellen Sue Tobin
Kimberly & Kenn Kaufman
In memory of Jack Toomey
The Provo Family
In memory of Darwin "Turk" Turskey
Myron & Karen Croskey
In honor of Nancy Tyburski
Gust Callas
In memory of Faye Umbach
In Honor of Louis Umbach for
Anniversary
Joyce Umbach
In memory of Ray L. Unkefer
Kim Caldwell
In memory of Sadie Mae Utley
Ed & Nancy Hare
In memory of Gracie Faith Utley
Ed & Nancy Hare
In memory of David Vanhoy
Tim Patrick
In memory of Rich Wehling
The Labriolas, Cassidys, Paumiers
& Risalitis
In memory of Vinnie Whipkey
Sonja, Bob & Peeta Clark
In memory of Roger White
Anne Covy
In memory of Joan D. Woodring
Steven & Barb Hostetler
In memory of Joan Woodring
Mike & Francine Shell
In loving memory Fannie D. Yoder
Suzie, Lorna, & Warnie Schaffter
In memory of James C. Zimmerly
Saint Peter's Preschool
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THE WILDERNESS CENTER PO Box 202
Wilmot, OH 44689-0202

SAVE THE DATE

Dark Sky
Conservation
Conference

Nov. 14
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