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November 15th, 2026	25th Sunday After Pentecost

Union Congregational Church seeks to create a celebrating, covenanting, affirming, and justice seeking faith community, inspiring people to unite & create a peaceful, loving world.

· We welcome LGBTQ+ people into the full life of the church, as an Open & Affirming Congregation, of the United Church of Christ. 

· Listening devices are available at the rear of the Sanctuary, for enhanced audio accessibility during the service. Ushers can assist.

· For kids: The Pray-ground is in the Vestry (by the chancel ramp). You’ll find a welcoming space for all ages and space for littles with wiggles. All ages are welcome in Sunday School, but we ask a parent/guardian to accompany children under 6.

· Stay connected: Revisit our sermons with our Podcast, CommUnion, available on our website, www.ElkRiverUCC.org/watch, and on most major podcast apps. 

· In scripture, you may see the letters YHWH - the sacred, unpronounced name of God. To honor the mystery of the Divine and as witness to our expansive faith, we invite our liturgists to substitute the title or aspect of God they find most meaningful, such as Holy One, Mother, Lord, Creator, or Spirit. We invite you to listen for these diverse expressions of the Divine as we worship together.

* Indicates to rise            Bold text indicates to speak

Order of Worship








Prelude: Canticle of the Turning by Mark Hayes
	
Welcome: Rev. Nora Elliott	
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May peace be with you
[bookmark: _Hlk88567832]And also, with you.


Centering Breath

Gathering Prayer:
Holy One, gather us today to be real with each other. Not to perform holiness, but to embody compassion. Help us set down our performance. The versions of ourselves we built to survive. Meet us here, in the unedited, unpolished, unprovable truth of who we are: beloved. Amen.

Offering Peace
Please greet each other with "May peace be with you."

*Opening Hymn: Take, O Take Me as I am #698 GtG
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Call to Worship: 
One: We remember those whose names were spoken with disrespect. We recall those told their bodies were wrong and their existence a trend. We honor those driven to the edge by our silence.
Many: We remember them. Help us say their true names and refuse to be silently complicit.
One: We confess, even our hearts, corrupted by the world’s ignorance, has betrayed us at times. 
Many: And yet, the One who calls each of us by name does not demand a purity test. We are forgiven, welcome, and home. Amen

Scripture: Isaiah 56:3-5 & Matthew 19:12

Time with Children: Who gets to decide who you are?

Sermon: There are Those Who are Born That Way

Responsive Hymn: We Are a Gentle, Angry People #170 StLT
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Doxology: Praise God for Whom All Blessings Flow NCH #780 v1
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Special Music: We Are Travelers on a Journey by Mark Hayes

Offering Prayer: 
Generous God, we give what we have, because the work of your kindom requires living water, bread, and a place to be.

Bless this offering and the ones who are not here today for they are grieving, afraid, or still hiding to protect themselves.

Bless us all, each with a unique roll to build your kindom. Amen

[image: ] Community Prayers
…O God, hear our prayers 
Submit prayer requests electronically by scanning the QR code:

Prayer of Jesus: Casa del Sol, by John Philip Newell
Ground of all being, Mother of life, Father of the universe, Your name is sacred, beyond speaking. May we know your presence, may your longings be our longings in heart and in action. Today, may there be food for the human family and for the whole earth community. Forgive us the falseness of what we have done as we forgive those who are untrue to us. Do not forsake us in our time of conflict but lead us into new beginnings. For the light of life, the vitality of life, and the glory of life are yours now and forever.  Amen.




*Closing Hymn: For All the Saints #299 NCH v1-4
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Announcements:

· New Members Class: Part Two — TODAY
Part two of our New Members’ Class meets on Sunday, November 15. This session turns to Union United Church of Christ specifically: how we govern ourselves, what is expected of members, and how we understand our mission in the world. Whether you attend part one or are joining us for the first time, you are welcome.
· Choristers are back preparing for an Advent offering
Contact Karen Sherper Rohs or Pastor Nora to get your 3rd - 8th grader involved after worship.
· Deck the Halls — Sunday, November 22
Stay after worship as we Deck the Halls! We'll hang the greens of Advent and decorate our worship space, preparing our sanctuary for Advent season. Many hands make light work; all are welcome, and no experience needed.
· Advanced Confirmation Fall Meeting — Sunday, November 22
Our Advanced Confirmation class holds its fall meeting on Sunday, November 22. This track is for high schoolers and young adults interested in independent study and possible confirmation in the spring. Contact Pastor Nora for more information about Advanced Confirmation. It will meet in the youth room. A brown bag lunch is recommended.
· Advent Families NEEDED! 
If you and your family would like to light the advent candles during worship some Sunday in December, please contact Pastor Nora or the main office.




Benediction


Postlude: Lord of the Dance by Larry Shackley











Our church calendar is available online at ElkRiverUCC.org, at the bottom of the home page

[bookmark: _Hlk14862317]
Worship Staff & Volunteers

Next Council Meeting: December 3rd
Upcoming Hospitality:     Nov. 22nd | OPEN   Nov. 29th | OPEN
General Questions?
Email the Office at ChurchOffice@ElkRiverUCC.org


Mailing Address
1118 4th St. NW
Elk River, MN 55330

Web Address
www.ElkRiverUCC.org

Office Hours:
Tues. - Thurs. 9:30 AM - 3:30 PM
   


Pastor: Rev. Nora P. Elliott
[bookmark: _Hlk175832637]763-276-7204; RevNora@ElkRiverUCC.org

Music Director: Carson Schneider
Music-Director@ElkRiverUCC.org

Office Manager: Rachel Cangello
[bookmark: _Hlk175832653]763-441-1203; ChurchOffice@ElkRiverUCC.org
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Audio/Video: Keith Stevens
Deacon: Dar Enfield
Hospitality: Centennial
Sunday School: Amanda Hooper
Ushers and Greeters: Ann and Jason Hill
*Please rise in body or in spirit.	          All music and lyrics reprinted under CCLI # 11010370/CCLI # 20051690
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We, the people of Union Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, with our faith
based in the life and ministry of Christ Jesus, choose to be in community with one another
knowing that there is value in the connection between us. We recognize that being in this
faith-based community brings greater joy and meaning to our lives, and brings the gifts and
challenges of differing perspectives, opinions, personalities and priorities. We recognize that
each one of us has value and deserves to speak and be heard. We also recognize that each
of us is imperfect and deserves compassion, comfort and grace. We pledge to demonstrate
our love for each other in how we listen, speak, and act, welcoming disagreement as a
Vehicle for growth and deeper understanding. Just as we seek peace and justice in the
broader world, we also strive for it within our faith community, with the help of God.
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