Week of March 22
Sun.: 9:00 am - Sunday School Music
9:00 am - Adult Bible Class- Acts
10:00 am - Divine Service
12:00 pm - Lao Bible Class
1:00 pm - Lao Divine Service

Mon.: 6:00 pm - Confirmation
6:30 pm - Handbells
Tues.: 9:00 am - Christians In Action
4:00 pm - Food Pantry
Wed.: 5:15 pm - Lenten Supper
6:30 pm - Lenten Service
Sun.: 9:00 am - Sunday School Music
9:00 am - Adult Bible Class- Acts
10:00 am - Divine Service with Communion
12:00 pm - Lao Bible Class
1:00 pm - Lao Divine Service with Communion

THOSE SERVING THIS SUNDAY: (Mar.22)
Elders/Ushers: Rick Rasmussen, Ryan Irvin, Darryl Pagel
Greeters: Rick & Alayne Rasmussen

Audio/Visual: Jasmine/Lila Venegas

Screens: Jo Reaman

Organist: Diane Doering

Altar: Lavonne Breitenkamp

THOSE SERVING WEDNESDAY: (Mar.25)
Elders: Rick George

Audio/Visual: Will Breitenkamp

Organist: Lavonne Breitenkamp

Altar: Lavonne Breitenkamp

THOSE SERVING NEXT SUNDAY: (Mar.29)
Elders/Ushers: Dale Blue, John Vulgamott, Harrison Hayes
Greeters: Emily Bochmann & Nancy Long

Audio/Visual: Renate Venegas

Screens: Nancy Long

Organist: Lavonne Breitenkamp

Altar: Lavonne Breitenkamp

Attendance: 41 Lao: 0 Offering:$3432.81

UNABLE TO WORSHIP IN PERSON: Join us via live
broadcast over KQWC 95.7 FM or live streaming on St.
Paul’s Website, Facebook, or Youtube.

WELCOME to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church! We are glad that
you are here to join us in worship this morning. If you are a
guest, we would love to get to know you.

Please take a moment to sign the record of

fellowship folder at the end of the pew and

introduce yourself to Pastor Pierson. Finally, if there is any
way we can be a blessing to you, please let us know!

PRAYER CONCERNS: Wayne & Marlene Jackson, Lila Venegas,
Melvin Longhenry, Family of Doris Gommels, Family Of Ken
Graves, Family of Sheila Johnson, Susan Hanken, Neil Bromm,
all our homebound members, persecuted and endangered
Christians throughout the world.
If you have someone you wish to add to or remove from the
Prayer List, feel free to call the church office.

MARCH FOOD PANTRY REQUEST: canned fruits, pasta, pasta
sauce and toothbrushes. Thank you to everyone for your dona-
tions and help volunteering!

The same weekend of April 2024, when IDW was hit by a mas-
sive storm front, including the funnel that destroyed most of
Minden, IA, another EF3 tornado ripped through Sulphur, OK,
hometown of DCE Jonathon Bailey of Redeemer, Sioux City. It
flattened the entire east side of town, sadly took the life of one
individual, while more than 30 others were injured and re-
quired medical care. At this time, the community of Sulphur is
still trying to rebuild! The people who could afford to repair
their homes or had insurance have already completed those
repairs. There are, however, people who cannot afford to pur-
chase materials or hire people to help. Redeemer Lutheran
Church of Sioux City will be taking a group of 25 youth and
adults on a mission trip, basing out of Hope Lutheran Church in
Sulphur, in June of this year, and is trying to raise $18,000 to
cover travel expenses as well as materials for the people who
need help. If you choose to support this project, please send
donations by May 31st to the district office - c/o
Julie Mann memo “OK Mission Trip”. Thank you and God Bless.
Julie Mann (IOWAY Director)

Baptized Today: Charlotte Ann Hayes, daughter of Harrison
and Adalie Hayes. Sponsors: Kaden Schwandt, Hunter Hayes

Camp Okoboji: Registration is now open! Camp Okoboji is our
LCMS church camp, with programs for kids and families of all
ages. To check dates and details or to register, go
to campokoboji.org. St. Paul's is blessed to offer financial as-
sistance to families from our church to send their kids to camp.
Please contact Pastor if you are interested or if you have any
questions.

We're getting ready to celebrate Easter Breakfast, and the
Board of Education would love your help to make it a feast! If
you can sign up for items used to make our favorite breakfast
casserole, a dozen fresh pastries, or a bowl of seasonal fruit
you'd like to share, please use the poster in the Fellowship Hall
to let us know what you're brining. Whether it's savory, sweet,
or just a gallon of juice, your contribution makes this morning
of fellowship truly special. We will have an Easter Egg Hunt
following breakfast. There will be NO Sunday School on Easter
morning. We can't wait to celebrate with everyone!

®

Precious in the sight | of the LORD*
is the death | of his saints.
I love the LORD, because | he has heard*
my voice and my pleas for | mercy.
Because he inclined his | ear to me,*
therefore | will call on him as long | as | live.

The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid | hold

on me;*
| suffered distress and | anguish.
Then | called on the name | of the LORD:*
“O LoRbD, | pray, deliv- | er my soul!”
For you have delivered my | soul from death,*
my eyes from tears, my feet from | stumbling.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Pastor Joseph Pierson
1005 Beach Street - Webster City, lowa 50595
Office: (515) 832-3043
Fifth Sunday in Lent

March 22, 2026


http://campokoboji.org/

Old Testament Reading

Ezekiel 37:1-14

"The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the LORD and
set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. 2And he led me around among
them, and behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley, and behold, they
were very dry. 3And he said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And | answered, “O
Lord Gob, you know.” “Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O
dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. *Thus says the Lord GobD to these bones: Behold, |
will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. ®And I will lay sinews upon you, and will
cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall
live, and you shall know that | am the LorRD.”

’So | prophesied as | was commanded. And as | prophesied, there was a sound, and be-
hold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8And I looked, and behold,
there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them.
But there was no breath in them. °Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy,
son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord Gob: Come from the four winds, O
breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.” 1°So | prophesied as he commanded
me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, an exceedingly
great army.

" Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold,
they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are clean cut off.” **Therefore
prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord Gobp: Behold, | will open your graves and
raise you from your graves, O my people. And | will bring you into the land of Israel. **And
you shall know that | am the LORD, when | open your graves, and raise you from your
graves, O my people. **And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and | will place
you in your own land. Then you shall know that | am the LORD; | have spoken, and | will do
it, declares the LORD.”

Romans 8:1-11

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of
the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. *For God has
done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, %in order that the right-
eous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh
but according to the Spirit. °For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the
things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things
of the Spirit. °To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life
and peace. ’For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to
God’s law; indeed, it cannot. 8Those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

%You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you.
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. '°But if Christ is in
you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. “If
the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus
from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.

Holy Gospel

John 11:1-45

'Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. It
was Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother
Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” “But when
Jesus heard it he said, “This illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so that the
Son of God may be glorified through it.”

*Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6S.o, when he heard that Lazarus wasiill,
he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. "Then after this he said to the disciples,
“Let us go to Judea again.” ®The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking to
stone you, and are you going there again?” *Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the
day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world.
Byt if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.” "'After saying
these things, he said to them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but | go to awaken him.”
2The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recover.” BNow Jesus had spo-
ken of his death, but they thought that he meant taking rest in sleep. **Then Jesus told them
plainly, “Lazarus has died, *and for your sake | am glad that | was not there, so that you may
believe. But let us go to him.” %50 Thomas, called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us
also go, that we may die with him.”

Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days.
!8Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, **and many of the Jews had come to Martha
and Mary to console them concerning their brother. 2°So when Martha heard that Jesus was
coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained seated in the house. “Martha said to Jesus,
“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22gyt even now | know that what-
ever you ask from God, God will give you.” **Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”
**Martha said to him, “l know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” ZJesus
said to her, “l am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall
he live, **and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” Yshe
said to him, “Yes, Lord; | believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the
world.”

2\When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in private, “The Teacher
is here and is calling for you.” >>And when she heard it, she rose quickly and went to him. **Now
Jesus had not yet come into the village, but was still in the place where Martha had met him.
31When the Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and go
out, they followed her, supposing that she was going to the tomb to weep there. *Now when
Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you had
been here, my brother would not have died.” 3When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who
had come with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. **And
he said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” **Jesus wept. **So
the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 3’But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the
eyes of the blind man also have kept this man from dying?”

*Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against it.
)esus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by
this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four days.” “Jesus said to her, “Did | not
tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” *'So they took away the stone.
And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, | thank you that you have heard me. **I knew that
you always hear me, but | said this on account of the people standing around, that they may
believe that you sent me.” “When he had said these things, he cried out with a loud voice,
“Lazarus, come out.” *The man who had died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen
strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”
45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what he did, believed in
him.
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