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We are delighted God has brought you to this special place. 

What do you need to know about worship? Everything you need for your worship today is in the 
booklet you are holding. Our service is based on the Book of Common Prayer, using music from sources 
including the Hymnal 1982 and Taizé. 

Are you worshiping with us for the first time? We would love to get to know you! Please email our 
office at christchurchspartanc@gmail.com with your name and contact information, and let us know if 
we can call you, answer questions, or pray for you. And know that wherever you are on your journey of 
faith, there is a place for you at Christ Church. 

Newsletter: Sign-up today to receive our electronic newsletter, the weekly Good News & Notes. Email the 
church office at christchurchspartanc@gmail.com.  

Do you need prayer? We have an active prayer ministry here at Christ Church. If prayer would be 
helpful to you, please fill out a prayer request card (found in the pew back), making sure you include 
your name and contact information (email and/or phone). We’ll include you in our weekly prayers. Just 
complete the card & put it in the offering plate during the Offertory or share your request with the 
greeter.  

We extend special thanks today to: 
Kathy Sugishita for serving as musician and for being so generous with her talents,  

 Marybeth Lentz for opening the Parish Hall and making coffee,  
 Arnold & Rebecca Gain for providing coffee hour refreshments, and 
 The 25th Anniversary Team for the beautiful flowers in loving memory of  

founding member, Jesse Williams. 

Please enter the Sanctuary in silence to respect those who are preparing for worship. Save 
conversations, whispered or out loud, for outside or Coffee Hour. 

Please silence your cell phone, too 

Christ Episcopal Church 
2543 US Highway 21 South  

PO Box 1866  
Sparta, North Carolina 28675 

Office: 336.372.7983 
Priest cell: 828.638.0533  

Email: christchurchspartanc@gmail.com (NEW) 
Priest Email: priest.christchurchspartanc@gmail.com 

Website: www.christchurchalleghany.org 
Online giving link: https: https://onrealm.org/CCEpiscopal/give/now 

Office hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 8:00-1:00, Wednesday remote 
Music used by permission CCLI License #11138616 

Cover art: Jesus and the Canaanite Woman by Brother Martin Erspamer, OSB 

Welcome to Christ Episcopal Church 

mailto:christchurchspartanc@gmail.com
mailto:christchurchspartanc@gmail.com
mailto:christchurchspartanc@gmail.com
mailto:priest.christchurchspartanc@gmail.com
https://onrealm.org/CCEpiscopal/give/now
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The Gathering 
Prelude  Kathy Sugishita 

Announcements  Larry Seckel 

Please stand, as able. 

Processional Hymn #493 O for a thousand tongues to sing  

Remain standing, as able.  

Opening Acclamation 
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.  

Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Gloria: S280 (sung by all) 
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The Collect 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray, 

Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice for sin, and also an example 
of godly life: Give us grace to receive thankfully the fruits of his redeeming work, and to follow 
daily in the blessed steps of his most holy life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Liturgy of the Word 

First Reading: A reading from Genesis 45:1-15 
Joseph could no longer control himself before all those who stood by him, and he cried out, 
“Send everyone away from me.” So no one stayed with him when Joseph made himself known 
to his brothers. And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard it, and the household of 
Pharaoh heard it. Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his 
brothers could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence. 

Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He said, “I am 
your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not be distressed, or angry with 
yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. For the 
famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five more years in which there will 
be neither plowing nor harvest. God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on 
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earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. So it was not you who sent me here, but God; 
he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of 
Egypt. Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made 
me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. You shall settle in the land of Goshen, 
and you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s children, as well as your 
flocks, your herds, and all that you have. I will provide for you there—since there are five more 
years of famine to come—so that you and your household, and all that you have, will not come 
to poverty.’ And now your eyes and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see that it is my own 
mouth that speaks to you. You must tell my father how greatly I am honored in Egypt, and all 
that you have seen. Hurry and bring my father down here.” Then he fell upon his brother 
Benjamin’s neck and wept, while Benjamin wept upon his neck. And he kissed all his brothers 
and wept upon them; and after that his brothers talked with him. 

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

The Response 
Psalm 133 

Oh, how good and pleasant it is, * 
when brethren live together in unity! 

It is like fine oil upon the head * 
that runs down upon the beard, 

Upon the beard of Aaron, * 
and runs down upon the collar of his robe. 

It is like the dew of Hermon * 
that falls upon the hills of Zion. 

For there the LORD has ordained the blessing: * 
life for evermore. 

The Second Reading: A reading from Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of 
Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. 

For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. Just as you were once disobedient to God but 
have now received mercy because of their disobedience, so they have now been disobedient in order 
that, by the mercy shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. For God has imprisoned all in 
disobedience so that he may be merciful to all. 

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

Please stand, as able. 

Gospel Hymn #692 I heard the voice of Jesus say 
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Proulx Alleluia (sung twice) 

 

Please remain standing, as able. 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

The Gospel 
Matthew 15:21-28 

Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just then a Canaanite woman 
from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my 
daughter is tormented by a demon.” But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and 
urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” He answered, “I was sent only 
to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help 
me.” He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” She said, 
“Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” Then Jesus 
answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter 
was healed instantly. 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Proulx Alleluia (sung once) 

 

All are seated. 

The Sermon The Rev Karla Woggon 
A time of silence following the sermon. 

Please stand, as able. 

The Nicene Creed  
We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
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    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
  by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
       He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
       and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Please stand or kneel, as able. 

Prayers of the People  BCP, Form III, pg 387  

Leader Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
People That we all may be one. 

Leader Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
People That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

Leader We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; especially Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Sarah, our Presiding Bishop, Sean, our Bishop Search Committee, 
and our Priest in Charge, Karla. 

People That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

Leader We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
People That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

Leader Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
People That our works may find favor in your sight. 

Leader Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
People That they may be delivered from their distress. 
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Leader Give to the departed eternal rest. 
People Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

Leader We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
People May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

Leader Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. Please add your own petitions  
silently or aloud. 

Silence 

Confession of Sin 

Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
All Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 
are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 
in eternal life. Amen. 

Please stand, as able. 

The Peace 
Celebrant The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 

Please greet one another in a way that is comfortable as a sign of our participation in Christ’s reconciling 
work in the world. 

Please be seated. 

Offertory Music  Kathy Sugishita  

Please stand, as able. 

Doxology 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heav'nly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving 
BCP, Eucharistic Prayer A, pgs 361-365 

Presider  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
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Presider  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  

Proper Preface of the day 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus: 129 (sung by all) 

 

 

 

 

Please stand or kneel, as able. 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had 
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your 
only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to 
you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: 
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 
for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
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Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 
holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day 
bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 

The Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread  

A period of silence is kept. 

Fraction: S154 (sung by all) 
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The Invitation to Holy Communion 
All who seek God and are drawn to Christ are welcome at the Lord’s Table. 

If you are gluten allergic, please ask for a rice wafer at the distribution. 

Please be seated. 

Communion Music   Kathy Sugishita 

Surely the Presence of the Lord 
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place, 
I can feel God’s mighty power and God’s grace, 
I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, 
 I see glory on each face. 
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. 

Please stand or kneel, as able. 

Prayer after Communion   

Celebrant Let us pray, 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son 
our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body 
and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love 
and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Blessing  The Rev Karla Woggon 

Please stand, as able. 

Recessional Hymn #347  Go forth for God  

The Dismissal 

Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia. 
People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia. 

Postlude   Kathy Sugishita 
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Prayer List 
Intercessions:  
Allan Joyce, Buck Hunnicutt, Chris, Denise Seckel, Diana Asher (Les’ friend), Donald & 
Audrey Carter (Denise & Larry’s friend), Erin Mohr & her family, Jeff (community friend), 
Jeff (community friend), John & Pat Bassett, Karen & Dick Dewald (Erin’s parents), Linda 
Williams & David Williams & family, Louise Law, Marybeth Lentz and her family, Mindy 
(Vanessa’s friend), Rita Woodruff, Shannan Roark, and Steve (Vanessa’s friend). We also 
pray for all those impacted by violence, war and/or weather disasters, our local neighbors 
that fear detention, and Christ Church, its leaders & ministry teams. 
Long-term prayers: 
Angelia Miller, Antje & Bill, Brenda Weems, Carl & Carol Greer, Cathy Davis (The Rev), 
Coralie & her mother, Mary, Donna & Mike Hohnstine, Edwin (Nancy’s brother), Gary 
Medley, Gwen (Ann), Inza & Blair, Isabel, Janice Harrison, Jonathan, Linda/Cindy/Trent, 
Lynn Ellis, Lynn & Ajit, Margaret, Raymond Hindman, Rudy McKnight, Susan & Jim 
Doss (The Rev), Tom & Kate Warndorf, and Vanita. 
Departed: Suzanne Conlon Wolar (Aug 7) 
Birthdays:  
Wedding Anniversaries & Thanksgivings:  
Sarah, Archbishop of Canterbury, Sean, Presiding Bishop, our Bishop Search 
Committee, and Karla, our Priest-in-Charge 
In the Anglican Community: the Church in Wales 
In the Diocese of WNC: All students, faculty & staff returning to school; College & 
Campus Ministries at ASU, WCU, UNC-A 
In Alleghany County: The Hispanic Baptist Mission of Sparta 

Coming Lessons 
Exodus 1:8 – 2:10 

Psalm 124 
Romans 12:1-8 

Matthew 16:13-20 
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The following people are assisting with the services 

Role This Sunday Next Sunday 
Altar Guild Nancy Wilson Nancy Wilson 

Chalice Bearer Bruce Smith Jeanne Green 
Lector I Jann Boggs Barbara Halsey 
Lector II Jann Boggs Barbara Halsey 
Prayers of the People Jann Boggs Barbara Halsey 
Greeter/Usher(s) Patti Phelps & Ruthie Maxwell Patti Phelps & Ruthie Maxwell 

Schedule 
Sunday, August 16 – The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
10:30 am – Holy Eucharist with The Rev Karla Woggon 
Coffee hour follows the service 
2:00 pm – Graveside service for Jesse Williams 

Monday, August 17 
10:00 am – Vestry meeting 

Tuesday, August 18 
9:30 am – 2:00 pm – Volunteers are at SRFC 
1:00 pm – Centering Prayer group 
2:00 pm – Book Discussion group 

Wednesday, August 19 
9:30 am – 2:00 pm – Volunteers are at SRFC 

Sunday, August 23 – The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
10:30 am – Holy Eucharist with The Rev George Greer 
Coffee hour follows the service 

Tuesday, August 25 
9:30 am – 2:00 pm – Volunteers are at SRFC 
1:00 pm – Centering Prayer group 
2:00 pm – Book Discussion group 
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Wednesday, August 26 
9:30 am – 2:00 pm – Volunteers are at SRFC 

Sunday, August 30 – The Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
10:30 am – Holy Eucharist with The Rev Karla Woggon 
Coffee hour follows the service 
12:00 – 1:00 pm – Living & Dying Well 

Announcements 

Living & Dying Well – Sundays: Aug 30, Sept 27, and Oct 25 from 12:00 – 1:00 pm 
What does it mean to live well, even as we near the end of life? Have you made 
arrangements for your funeral? Does your family know where all your important 
documents are? Do you know where your parents’ or loved ones’ important documents 
are? Or what their wishes are? 

Join us for a three-week series exploring the acclaimed PBS Frontline documentary Being 
Mortal, based on surgeon and writer Atul Gawande's bestselling book. Through intimate 
stories of patients, families, and doctors, the film asks hard but important questions about 
aging, illness, autonomy, and what truly matters when time is limited. The first two 
sessions include a portion of the film followed by open, faith-grounded conversation. The 
third session will include practical handouts for planning your funeral and making sure 
your family has all the documents they need. You're welcome to attend one or all three 
weeks. This is a gentle, thoughtful space to reflect on mortality, care for loved ones, and 
hope. Led by The Rev Karla Woggon.  

Our Annual Picnic is scheduled for Sunday, Sept 13 here at Christ Church following 
the service. Details will follow soon. 

The Centering Prayer/Book Discussion groups continue on Tuesdays at 1:00 pm and 
2:00 pm The Centering Prayer group will use The Enneagram of the Soul by Nhien Vuong 
to continue learning more about the enneagram. If you have any questions, contact Patti 
Phelps at frankandpatti@yahoo.com. All are welcome to join either or both groups. 

If you have a pastoral need or would like home communion or a visit when you are 
sick or homebound, please contact Karla at priest.christchurchspartanc@gmail.com or 
828.638.0533. 

The Prayer Shawls & Lap Blankets are available for you to give someone who needs 
our Christ Church love and support. For more information, read the GNN. 

mailto:frankandpatti@yahoo.com
mailto:priest.christchurchspartanc@gmail.com
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The first Sunday of the month we collect money gifts, nonperishable food and/or 
personal care items for our local food closet, Solid Rock Food Closet (SRFC). You can 
share non-perishable food and/or personal care items (most in need right now are toilet 
paper, laundry detergent, and/or sweet individually-wrapped treats for the Summer 
Backpack Pals Program). All donated items can be put in the red wagon in the narthex 
and they’ll be delivered the following week. We also accept and encourage money gifts 
on this Sunday. If you opt to give cash, use an offering envelope (in the pew back) and 
make sure to write SRFC on it. If you write a check, make sure you write SRFC on the 
memo line. Every gift helps so give as generously as you’re able! 

 

 

Monthly Altar Flowers and Coffee Hour sign-ups: 

Date Altar Flowers Coffee Guild Coffee Hour 
Aug 16 Anniversary team Marybeth Lentz Arnold & Rebecca Gain 
Aug 23 Marybeth Lentz Jim Halsey Barbara Halsey 
Aug 30 Cynthia Grant Rod Pace Cynthia Grant 
Sept 6 Wanda McKnight Rod Pace Wanda McKnight 
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Ten Thousand Villages items for sale NEXT 
Sunday, August 23rd! 

Christ Church Episcopal will have a sale of items from Ten Thousand Villages 
beginning Sunday, August 23rd. {Cash or checks only.} Proceeds will go to the Outreach 
Committee which uses the funds to benefit our community, especially through support 
of the food closet and the CARES’ programs for fuel assistance and medicine. If you 
have any questions, please check in with Patti Phelps, Outreach Committee Leader; 
she’s here most Sundays or you can email her at frankandpatti@yahoo.com. 

You can purchase items at a greatly reduced price and contribute to outreach at the same 
time. These make beautiful gifts – Christmas will be here soon! 

Ten Thousand Villages provides an outlet for ethical source, environmental 
responsible, hand-crafted items from all over the world. 

mailto:frankandpatti@yahoo.com

