


JOY OF SALVATION
Romans 5:8-11

John Wesley’s father Sameul was a pastor in England.  He grew up in a Christian family and was ordained as a pastor at the age of 25 and served for two years with his father.  A few years later went as a missionary with his brother Charles to the Province of Georgia in the American colonies where they ministered to the Indians.  After two years he returned to England.  

He was depressed when he attended a service on the evening of May 24, 1738. Wesley recounted his Aldersgate experience in his journal:  "In the evening, I went very unwillingly to a society 
in Aldersgate Street, where one was reading Luther's Preface to the Epistle to the Romans. About a quarter before nine, while he was describing the change which God works in the heart through faith in Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone for salvation, and an assurance was given me that he had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from 
                              the law of sin and death."

         Spurgeon – “Salvation is all of the grace of God;
                  damnation is all of the will of man.”

No one would choose to believe Christ died for them to be forgiven if God didn’t move in their heart to believe.
It is out of God’s love that he chose to forgive us.

GOD’S LOVE      :8
In creation, God shows his hand, in salvation his heart.

Shows (KJB commended, NIV demonstrates, Berk. proves) – Gk. to put or bring together.  The literal meaning was to introduce one person to another person. In Scripture it is used to put one idea alongside another idea so there is a comparison between them.
3:5 Our unrighteousness serves to show the righteousness of God. 

God showed how great his love for us was by having his 
only Son to die for those who were neither righteous in 
keeping his law or good in their behavior.

Matthew 9:13 Jesus said, “I did not come to call the righteous, 
                         but sinners to repentance.”
Luke 19:10 I came to seek and to save those who were lost.

Pink – “No sinner was ever saved by giving his heart to God.
We are not saved by our giving; we are saved by God’s giving.”

Still (KJB yet) – Gk. that which continues to exist even now.
The point is: nothing in our sinful nature had changed.
· We still resisted God’s love.
· We still continue to break God’s law.
· We still did what we desired to do.

Sinners – Gk. those who continue to break God’s law.
They break God’s law either willingly or unwillingly so they are guilty before God and therefore are to be punished for it.

I Timothy 1:9 The law is not laid down for the just but for 
the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and sinners.
1:15 Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners.

Christ died – in the plan and purpose of God for our sins.
· Not that we asked him to die for us.
· Not that we cared about him dying for us.
· Not that we accepted his death for us.

It isn’t that we deserve God’s help and salvation, but that God wants to save us because he loves us.  Christ died for us while we were still sinful, even before we desired to be free from our sin.

Calvin – “We come to Christ, being lost in ourselves, 
              we may obtain salvation from him.”
OUR SALVATION      :9
Since therefore (KJB Much more then) – is Paul’s conclusion to the fact Jesus died for us even though we were still sinners.

Been justified – Gk. to declare or pronounce someone to be just.
They are pardoned for their crime and no longer held accountable.
In legal terms it is to acquit someone of their guilt.
They are set free from the punishment they deserved.

Aorist tense means at a point in time which was when Christ died.
John 19:30 On the cross Jesus said, “It is finished.”
Barclay – He died with an exclamation “of triumph on his lips.  
He did not say, ‘It is finished,’ in defeat; he said it as one who shouts for joy.  He seemed to be broken . . . but he knew that 
                               his victory was won.”  

Christ satisfied God’s justice by dying to pay the penalty for the sins of all who would believe in him.  These sins can never be punished again since that would violate the justice of God.

How can a just and holy God declare a sinner to be justified?
Only through the blood of Jesus Christ.  On the cross, Jesus took our sin, our guilt and our punishment on himself.  The punishment that we were due fell on him so that we could be forgiven.

Wrath – Gk. anger not passion or extreme anger, but God’s purpose in judgment for sin.  God would punish them because 
they rejected his mercy and refused to repent of their sins.

Saved from God’s wrath – over our sins at God’s final judgment.
Revelation 20:11-15 At the great white throne judgment everyone will be judged.  Anyone whose name is not written in the book of life will be put into the lake of fire as punishment for their sins.   

Since God has declared us to be righteous through Christ,
we will not suffer any future punishment.

OUR RECONCILATION      :10
For if – sets up a contrast of before we were a believer in Christ 
as our Savior and after we have accepted Christ as our Savior. 

Enemies – because we rebelled against his law.  We chose to 
do what we wanted without caring about what God required. 

Reconciled – Gk. to change completely or to exchange.
The word was used especially of exchanging money.
Matthew 21:12 Jesus entered the temple and . . . 
he overturned the tables of the money-changers.
They changed Roman coins for Jewish shekels. 

Here it is used to show the change in relationship between 
people, from being an enemy of God to being a friend of God.
Colossians 1:20 God reconciled to himself all things by making
                    peace through Christ’s blood.

Much more – if when we were enemies with God, he made us his friends, then certainly now that we are his friends how much more will he continually demonstrate his kindness and love to us.

Shall be saved – Gk. future tense meaning protected or kept safe from God’s judgment upon our sins when he punishes sin.

By his life – the power of his resurrection from the dead.
As believers in his death and resurrection we will experience 
the power new spiritual life like he had and will share in his resurrection when he comes again to take us to be with him.

  Application
1. We are delivered from the power of sin to control our life.  
The power of Christ given to us through the Holy Spirit helps us overcome the enticement to sin.  The Spirit of God continually works to purify us, so we become more like Christ.

2. The death of Jesus satisfied God’s judgment for our punishment; the life of Jesus perfects the work he began in us to be like him.
Christ died to save us from our sins,
now he lives to make us holy like himself.

OUR REJOICING       :11
More than that – being forgiven of our sins, and having the hope 
of eternal life when Christ returns, we have joy now.

Rejoice (KJB joy) – Gk. glory in or on account of something.
 :2 We rejoice in hope of the glory of God.
 :3 We rejoice (KJB glory) in our sufferings . . . 

It is to: boast, elevate, exalt, glory or magnify something.
James 1:9 Let the lowly brother boast (rejoice) in his exaltation.
Because he is now part of the family of God.

In God – because God loved us and sent his son to die for us.
John 3:16 God so loved the world that he sent his only 
begotten Son that whosoever believes in him should 
         not perish but have everlasting life.

R.C. Sproul – “The Christian life from beginning to end is meant to be a life of joy.  Never stop reminding yourself of what God 
                         has done for you in Jesus Christ.”
We are called to rejoice in the goodness of God to us.
         Psalm 34:3 Oh, magnify the Lord with me 
            and let us exalt his name together!

APPLICATION
We do not rejoice in our sin, instead we despise it.
  We grieve over our sin and desire not to sin.
  We pray that we will not continue to sin.

We rejoice in our salvation through Jesus Christ.
  We rejoice in our forgiveness, because we are no longer guilty.
  We praise God that our sins have been forgiven.
ILLUSTRATION
John Bunyan (d.1688) in Pilgrim’s Progress describes Christian’s coming to the cross and the burden of his sin falling from him:
“Then was Christian glad and lightsome, and said with a merry heart, ‘He hath given me rest by his sorrow, and life by his death.’
Then he stood still awhile to look and wonder, for it was very surprising to him that the sight of the Cross should thus ease him 
of his Burden.  He went, therefore, and looked again, even till the springs that were in his head sent the waters down his cheeks.”

Something of the experience of being forgiven of our sins should return to us each time we kneel at the cross and remember Christ died for us to be forgiven and restored to become a child of God.

Psalm 51:12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation.
GNB – Give me again the joy that comes from your salvation.
Spurgeon – “Pardon from God will give him double joy.  
The joy of pardon has a voice louder than the voice of sin.  God’s vice speaking peace is the sweetest music an ear can hear.”

CONCLUSION
The hymn, I Will Sing Of My Redeemer, was written by Phillip Bliss.  It was discovered in his trunk on December 29, 1876, after 
a fiery train wreck in which he died trying to save his wife.

I will sing of my Redeemer and His wondrous love to me;
On the cruel cross He suffered from the curse He set me free.

I will tell the wondrous story how my lost estate, To save.
In His boundless love and mercy, He, the ransom freely gave.

I will sing of my Redeemer and His heavenly love for me,
How from death to life hath brought me, 
Son of God with Him to be.

Sing, Oh sing of my Redeemer with His blood, 
He purchased me, on the cross, He sealed my pardon, 
Paid the debt and made me free.
PRAYER
Psalm 51 written by David – 
after his sin of adultery and murder.

Have mercy on me, O God,
    according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy
    blot out my transgressions.
2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
    and cleanse me from my sin!
3 For I know my transgressions,
    and my sin is ever before me.
4 Against you, you only, have I sinned
    and done what is evil in your sight,
so that you may be justified in your words
    and blameless in your judgment.

7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
    wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.
8 Let me hear joy and gladness;
    let the bones that you have broken rejoice.
9 Hide your face from my sins,
    and blot out all my iniquities.
10 Create in me a clean heart, O God,
    and renew a right spirit within me.
12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
    and uphold me with a willing spirit.




