MEEKNESS and MAJESTY
Revelation 5:5-6

The lion is called the “king of the jungle” due to its majestic persona and commanding presence, which symbolize strength.
This title is the result of historical and cultural symbolism rather than the lion’s actual habitat, as lion’s do not typically live in jungles.  Additionally, lions are considered apex predators which further contributes to their regal status in the animal kingdom.

Judges 14:18 Samson said, “What is stronger than a lion?”
Proverbs 30:30 The lion, which is mightiest among beasts 
    and does not turn back before any other animal.

Because of their majesty many kings have adopted them as symbols of power and royalty throughout history.  David in making a tribute to Saul and Jonathan when they died in battle 
fighting the Philistines used the symbolism of lions to describe their strength in battle.

II Samuel 1:23 Saul and Jonathan, beloved and lovely in life and 
in death they were not divided; they were swifter than eagles;
                    they were stronger than lions.
Henry – “In the pursuit of the enemy, never were men more bold, more brave; they were swifter than eagles and stronger than lions.”

I Kings 10:19-20 Solomon’s throne had two lions standing beside the armrests and two lions on each of the six steps to the throne. 

The lion hunt of king Ashurbanipal is a series of engraved pictures from the palace in Nineveh during his reign between 645-635 BC.  The pictures show the king hunting lions, which signified his power even over the greatest king of the jungle.

Disney made a musical drama titled, The Lion King, in 2019
In the Pride Lands of Tanzania, a pride of lion’s rule over the kingdom from Pride Rock. King Mufasa and Queen Sarabi's newborn son, Simba, is presented to the gathering animals.

Background :1-4
God held in his hand a scroll which no one was worthy to open.
John despaired because no one was found worthy to open it.

LION’S POWER      :5
  Person
Lion of the tribe of Judah – a ruler from the tribe.
The root of David (22:16) – the ruler would come from the line of David.  This reference goes back to Jacob’s blessings on his sons.
Genesis 49:9 Judah is a lion’s cub; from the prey, my son, 
you have gone up.  He stooped down; he crouched as a lion.

There are overtones of power and majesty and victory in the image of Judah as a lion – but there is also violence that is a problem in this context.  It is striking that in the preceding verses, Jacob just rebuked Simeon and Levi for their violence in killing all the men of Shechem (Genesis 49:5-7).

Judah raising from the prey is symbolic of Joseph’s brothers attacking him and selling him as a slave (Genesis 37).

The prophecy looks forward to Judah becoming the leader and king of the nation of Israel.  Saul was the people’s choice and the first king, but after his failure God choose David from Judah.
 
:10 The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff
              from between his feet, until tribute comes to him.

Scepter – staff which a king held in their hand as a sign of their authority, like our Presidential seal is to the President.
The scepter of royalty would not be taken from Judah as long 
as the kingdom of Israel would last. 

Rulers staff (KJB lawgiver) – Heb. one who enacts or issues decrees.  The leader who issues laws for the nation and holds people accountable to keep them. 

God choose the tribe of Judah even though they were small compared to other tribes to display his greatness not their strength.
  Victory
Has conquered (KJB prevailed) – Gk. overcome or be victorious.  John 16:33 Jesus said, “I have overcome the world.”  By his death 
and resurrection Jesus defeated the whole world evil system which is controlled by Satan who influences us to sin.

Here it means Jesus has conquered death and now is alive.
1:18 I am the living one. I died and behold I am alive forevermore.
The aorist tense means what happened in the past, it is history.
Christ defeated sin by his death on the cross and he defeated 
death by his resurrection from the grave.

Calvin – “He was always the living God, and ever will be; and he is now alive as man, and will forever continue so . . . to his glory; and he is alive to the benefit and advantage of his redeemed ones,
    for whom he died and lives to make intercession for them.”

  Application
Jesus is a lion who defeated sin on the cross.
He died not for his own sins, but for our sins.
His death was the perfect sacrifice which God accepted.
There is nothing we can do, but accept his death for us.

Jesus is a lion who defeated death by his resurrection.
This life is not all that there is – eternal life is our hope.
Those who believe in Jesus will one day be raised from the dead.
We will see loved ones who died and will be raised to life.

  Majesty
Jack Hayford wrote, Majesty, which describes Jesus’ exaltation. 
Majesty, worship his majesty;
Unto Jesus be all glory, honor, and praise.
Majesty, kingdom authority,
Flow from his throne unto his own, his anthem raise.

So exalt, lift up on high the name of Jesus.
Magnify, come glorify Christ Jesus, the King.
Majesty, worship his majesty,
Jesus who died, now glorified, King of all kings.
LAMB’S POSITION      :6
  Power – through weakness
A lamb – Gk. a little or small lamb that would have been a pet.
Note: John uses the word lamb 27 times in Revelation all the way throughout the book (5:1,8,12,13; 6:1.16; 7:9,10,14,17 . . . 22:1).
The revealing of Jesus is the theme of the book and he is most often portrayed as a lamb who was sacrificed for our sins.

God required the Jews to bring the Passover lamb into their homes for four days, essentially making it a pet before it was slain.

Jesus is the true Passover lamb who would die for all our sins.
Isaiah 53:7 He was oppressed and he was afflicted . . . 
      like a lamb that is led to the slaughter. 

John 1:29 John the Baptist said, “Behold, the lamb of God 
         who takes away the sin of the world.”

I Corinthians 5:7 Christ our Passover lamb has been sacrificed. 

Calvin – “The principal office of Christ is clearly stated; that he takes away the sins of the world by the sacrifice of his death, 
and reconciles men to God . . . by appeasing the wrath of God, 
       he makes us to be reckoned holy and righteous.”

  Victory – through sacrifice
Slain – Gk. to butcher an animal for food or a sacrifice.
This statement is used of Christ in: 5:9,12; 6:4,9 & 13:8.
The reason Jesus took on a human body was to die for our sins.

I Peter 1:18-19 Knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the precious 
blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot.

  Application
My forgiveness of sins was because Christ died for them.
Nothing I did or do can cleans me of my sins against God.
God requires I believe Jesus died in my place for my sins.
Any good works I do are to show how grateful I am.
  Perfect tense
John used the perfect tense here to describe a completed action
which produced results that continue into the present time.
The sacrifice of Christ for our sins was all that God required.
Because of his one sacrifice we are forgiven of our all sins.

Hebrews 7:27 Jesus has no need, like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own sins and then for those of the people, since he did this once for all when he offered up himself.

Hebrews 9:26 Jesus has appeared once for all at the end 
of the ages to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.

Once for all – Gk. one time in contrast with many times.  
Aorist tense means the action was complete when it happened.

Calvin – “Expiation (forgiveness of our guilt) has been made 
by the one sacrifice of Christ.  The one sacrifice is eternal 
                          and extends to all ages.”

  Paradox
The song, Meekness and Majesty, was inspired by a moment of revelation while Graham Kendrick was reading the writings of A.W. Tozer. Tozer described God as both meek and majestic 
as seen in Christ. This pairing of words sparked something in Graham. The two words seem to be contradictory, but together they reveal the heart of the gospel.

Graham recalls. “I quickly realized I was dealing with paradoxes. Meekness and majesty are paradoxical in many contexts, but that’s the beauty of it. The indestructible God actually coming among us in frailty is wonderful and deeply moving.”

Meekness and majesty manhood and deity
In perfect harmony the Man who is God . . .
O what a mystery meekness and majesty
Bow down and worship for this is your God.

  
  Power
Horns – always symbolize power because they are used by animals to demonstrate power and inflict wounds in combat.
Seven horns – complete and perfect power.

Unlike other lambs that are defenseless this one has complete sovereign power to accomplish what he desires to do.

CONCLUSION
English pastor Matthew Bridges wrote, Crown Him With Many Crowns, in 1851 from the phrase in Revelation 19:12 On his head are many crowns. The lyrics reflect on the different roles and honors given to Christ.

Crown him with many crowns,
the Lamb upon his throne.
Hark! How the heavenly anthem drowns
all music but its own.
Awake, my soul, and sing of him
who died for thee,
and hail him as thy matchless King
through all eternity.

Crown him the Lord of love,
behold his hands and side,
those wounds, yet visible above,
in beauty glorified.
No angel in the sky
can fully bear that sight,
but downward bends his burning eye
at mysteries so bright.

Crown him the Lord of life,
who triumphed over the grave,
and rose victorious in the strife
for those he came to save.
His glories now we sing,
who died, and rose on high,
who died eternal life to bring,
and lives that death may die.
PRAYER
The prayer, Christ Alone, in the Valley of Vision:
O God, Thy plan and the end of thy will
  is to make Christ glorious and beloved in heaven
  where he is now ascended,
  where one day all the elect will behold his glory
  and love and glorify him forever.

Though here I love him but little,
  may this be my portion at last.
In this world thou hast given me a beginning,
  one day it will be perfected in the realm above.

Thou hast helped me to see and know Christ,
  though obscurely,
  to take him, receive him,
  to possess him, love him,
  to bless him in my heart, mouth and life . . . 

Thou hast led me to place all my nature
  and happiness
  in oneness with Christ,
  in having heart and mind centered only on him . . .
This is my heaven on earth.








