TRUE WORSHIP
Revelation 4:6-11

Music has been called the universal language because it occurs 
in every culture as it stirs our emotions and lifts our hearts. 

One of our priorities in heaven is that we will worship God.
Our English word worship comes from the old Anglo-Saxon word worthship and over time became our current word worship.
It means “to attribute worth” to something or someone.
In Great Britain they use the title “His worship the Mayor” 
to honor the leading citizen of their town.  In the United States
we have changed the phrase to “His Honor the Mayor.”

To worship God is to ascribe to Him is supreme worth. 
Psalm 96:8 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name.  
Worship is to acknowledge God is holy, just, true and sovereign.

We cannot worship God anyway we choose.  There is a right way and a wrong way.  When Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron the high priest offered unauthorized (KJB strange) fire on the altar,
fire came out from the Lord and consumed them (Lev. 10:1-2).

God demands that we worship him with honor and respect not
casually and anyway that we want to because he is Sovereign.
Today worship has focused on the individual so that they feel 
good about themselves instead of honoring and glorifying God.

Some churches offer lottery tickets to get people to attend, while others offer free tattoos at the altar while the pastor preaches. 
Music is used to attract people so all different kinds of styles
are used such as contemporary, country, jazz or rock. Some churches use a different style for each of their different services. 

Oswald Sanders – “Music will have a prominent place in heaven even as it did in Israel’s tabernacle.  There were more than 
288 musicians engaged in the services of Solomon’s temple. 
The highest activity in heaven will be to ascribe to the triune 
God our spontaneous and unrestricted worship and adoration.”
HUMBLE CREATURES      :6b-7
Around the throne – the four living creatures surround the throne of God so one of them is one each of the four side of the throne. 
They are guarding God’s throne and worshiping him seated on it.

Four living creatures – which Ezekiel 10:15 identifies as cherubim
which are an exalted order of angels associated with God’s power. 
(Ezekiel 1 gives a detailed description of these angelic beings.)

Full of eyes in front and back – which symbolize their awareness, alertness and their comprehensive knowledge of God.  They are
completely devoted to their duty to protect and worship God.

:7 John MacArthur – “These descriptions view the four cherubim in relation to the created world.  The lion represents wild creatures, the calf domestic animals, the eagle flying creatures and man the
                                    pinnacle of creation.”

Psalm 148 All of creation is called to praise the Lord which includes: angels, sun, moon, sea creatures, wild animals, livestock,
mountains, kings, rulers and all the people who live on the earth.
         :13 Let them praise the name of the Lord, 
                     for his name alone is exalted. 

The hymn All Creatures of our God and King written in the 1200’s
like psalm 148 calls on all creation to praise God:
All creatures of our God and King, lift up your voice
and with us sing, Alleluia! Alleuiah!

Let all things their Creator bless, and worship him in humbleness.
O praise him! Alleuliah! Praise, praise the Father . . .  

  Application
Everyone is called to praise and worship the Lord no matter what your age which includes: children, youth, adults and senior adults.

· Worship God sincerely from your heart.
· Focus on God and not on yourself.
· Encourage others to worship God by your example.
HOLINESS ACKNOWLEDGED     :8
Six wings – like the seraphim who surround the throne of God.
Isaiah 6:2-3 With two they covered their face, with two they covered their feet and with two they flew.  And they called to 
one another and said: “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts;
                    the whole earth is full of his glory.

1. They hid their face in reverence of the presence of God.
2. They hid their feet in humility of being in the presence of God.
3. They flew showing their promptness to do the will of God.           
4. They sang almost the same song of praise as in Revelation. 

MacArthur – “Four of their six wings related to worship. 
  Worship is their privilege and permanent occupation.”

Their worship of God focused on three of his characteristics:
  Purity
Holy – Gk. without sin meaning absolutely pure.
Holy, holy, holy – repetition is used for emphasis.
God is absolutely and completely without sin.
MacArthur – “Holiness is the only one of God’s attributes 
repeated in this way, since it is the summation of all that He is.”  

  Application
1. God is absolutely holy therefore he cannot allow sin in his presence.  Unless a person’s sins are forgiven by the blood 
of Christ they cannot be in the presence of God in heaven.

2. We are to respect him by not using his name in vain.
· Don’t use it as a swear word in anger.
· Don’t use it casually in everyday speech.

  Power 
Almighty – Gk. omnipotent meaning all powerful.
It is used 9 times in Rev. 1:8;11:17;15:3;16:7,14;19:6,15.21:22. 
It means God has overpowering strength than no one can oppose.
There is no one who has greater power than God so he is able to control everything that takes place in the world that he created.
A.W. Pink – “We cannot have right conception of God unless we think of Him as all-powerful.  He who cannot do what He will
              and perform all his pleasure cannot be God.”
  
  Application
God is all powerful so there is nothing he is not able to do.
He can change any situation at any time so nothing is hopeless.

  Eternity
Who was – has always existed because he is eternal.
  Exodus 3:14 God told Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.”
  The Hebrew means the one who has always existed.
  The one without a beginning or and ending, the eternal one. 
  
  Psalm 90:2 Before the mountains were brought forth, 
or ever you formed the earth and the world, from everlasting 
                         to everlasting you are God.

Is – continues to exist at the present time in our generation.
Joshua 3:10 The living God is among you and he will drive out 
the nations before you the Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites . . . 
The God who had been with Moses for 40 years in the wilderness
would continue to be with Joshua and the next generation of Israel as they entered the Promised Land to defeat the pagan nations. 

And is to come – will continue to exist forever and ever.
Isaiah 40:28 The Lord is the everlasting God.
Calvin – “If God is eternal, he never changes or decays 
and is never liable to change, but always remains the same.”

The eternal God ruled over the past, controls our present world 
and will one day certainly come to reign and rule over all creation. 

  Application
God is eternal which means he is the same today as he was 
in the past because his character does not change with time.
· We can believe he will keep his promises.
· We can know that he is in control of everything.

HUMBLENESS DISPLAYED      :9-10
  Honor      :9
Glory – Gk. doxa from which we get doxology meaning praise.

Honor – Gk. value placed on someone so here means esteem. 

Thanks – Gk. the act of giving gratitude for blessings received.

Lives forever and ever – the eternal everlasting God.

  Worship      :10
The praise of the four living creatures causes the twenty-four
elders to also respond in worship of a holy, all powerful and eternal God who was and is and will be throughout eternity.  

Twenty-four elders – one representing each of the 12 tribes 
of Israel from the OT and each of the 12 apostles in the NT.
Rev. 22:12-14 The heavenly city had twelve gates on which the names of the twelve tribes of Israel were inscribes . . . and twelve foundations and on them were the twelve names of the apostles. 

They represent all believers though out all ages united together in worship of God who created them, cared for them and saved them.

Fall down – Gk. to lay prostrate on the ground.

Worship – Gk. to show reverence by humbling yourself.
It was shown by kneeing down before the one you were honoring.
Among the Persians they kneeled and touched their forehead to the ground as an expression of profound reverence for the person.

  Psalm 95:6 Oh come, let us worship and bow down; 
             let us kneel before the Lord, or Maker!

Lives forever and ever – again repeated from :9 with an emphasis on the fact that God is eternal and will be praised forever and ever. 

In heaven believers will join with the angels in praising God.
We will focus on what he has done, not our own desires.

MacArthur – “The twenty-four elders cast their crowns before 
the throne.  They are not concerned about their own holiness, honor or reward.  All those things pale into insignificance and  
          become meaningless in light of the glory of God.”

           God alone is the complete focus of their worship.

HONOR CELEBRATED      :11
Worthy – Gk. weight meaning having value therefore worth much.
The word was used of the Roman emperor when he marched in a triumphal procession after defeating some country or nation.

The value of God cannot be measured because he was the one who created everything out of his own free will and continues to sustain
his creation for his own glory and purpose.  

MacArthur – “The elders acknowledge that God has the right both to redeem and to judge his creation.  Their song anticipates
                  paradise lost becoming paradise regained.”

APPLICATION
1. Worship of God and Jesus will be our focus in heaven. 
It will be the most important thing which we do there.

2. We need to learn how to worship now so we will be ready.
· Sing from your heart as an expression of your love for God.
· Focus on the words you are singing so they have meaning.
· Read the scripture as we say it responsively.
· Listen attentively as the Word is preached.
 
Puritan Stephen Charnock described true worship when he wrote, 
“We may be truly said to worship God, though we want perfection;
     but we cannot be said to worship Him if we want sincerity.” 

3. We need to worship God privately when he does wonderful things in our life so we develop a heart of worship.  


SUMMARY
Charnock – “When we believe that we should be satisfied rather than God glorified in our worship, then we put God below ourselves as though He had been made for us rather than that 
                    we had been made for Him.”

CONCLUSION
The song, Majesty, was written by Jack Hayford in in 1977.
While he was traveling in Great Britain, he developed interest 
in the actions and symbols of the royal family, relating them 
to Christ and his kingdom. 

He believed we need to cultivate a sense of the majestic presence of God. He is the majestic, holy awesome God of the universe and we need constant reminding not to take His royal presence lightly. In this short song we are called to recognize His majesty and then ascribe the glory due His name.

Majesty, worship his majesty;
Unto Jesus be all glory, honor, and praise.
Majesty, kingdom authority,
Flow from his throne unto his own, his anthem raise.

So exalt, lift up on high the name of Jesus.
Magnify, come glorify Christ Jesus, the King.
Majesty, worship his majesty,
Jesus who died, now glorified, King of all kings.
Jesus who died, now glorified, King of all kings

So exalt, lift up on high the Name of Jesus
Magnify, come glorify, Christ Jesus the King.
Majesty, worship His Majesty;
Jesus who died, now glorified, King of all kings!


