                                            ETERNAL LIFE   
                                            Revelation 22:1-5

In 1864 in New York city a typhoid epidemic of contaminated food and water was raging which resulted in 1425 people dying. 
One hot July day during a heatwave in the midst of the epidemic
pastor Robert Lowry thought about his many friends and loved ones who had recently died.  Exhausted and sick he remembered the passage in Revelation 22:1 about the river of life in heaven.  

He asked himself why do hymn writers focus so much on the mournful river of death we must cross, but so little on the delightful river of life that Christians will enjoy in heaven?

As a result, he wrote the hymn We Shall Gather at the River.
Shall we gather at the river, where bright angel feet had trod,
With its crystal tide forever flowing by the throne of God?

When we reach that shinning river, we’ll lay every burden down,
Grace our spirits will deliver and will receive our robe and crown.

Yes, we’ll gather at the river, the beautiful, beautiful river,
Gather with the saints at the river that flows from the throne of God.

For the Christian our hope is centered in Christ who has gone to heaven to prepare a place for us to live with him for all eternity.

As we look at the inside of the New Jerusalem it seems to be like 
a beautiful garden which reminds us of the Garden of Eden in Genesis 2:10-14 where everything was perfect before sin entered.
The blessings of heaven will restore what we lost because of sin.

FROM GOD      :1
Water of life – symbol of eternal life given to us by God. 
John 4:13-14 Jesus said to the woman at the well, “Everyone 
who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but whoever 
drinks of the water that I give him will become in him 
      a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”

The spiritual life which Christ gives those who believe in him continues to develop until it reaches its perfection in eternal life.
Bright as crystal – like everything else in heaven it reflects the glory of God so that we might honor and worship him continually.
This river continually flows from the throne of God to give eternal life to those in heaven like water gives life to everything on earth.

  Application
1. Here on earth death is a continual reminder of the consequences of sin both in the world in which we live and in our own lives.

2. In heaven we will be reunited forever with fellow believers 
who have died and gone to be with the Lord.

3. For those who have trusted Christ as their Savior death is not 
the end of their life, but a new beginning of eternal life with God.

FOR HEALING      :2
The tree of life – is mentioned 3 times in Genesis chapter 2, 
once in Revelation 2:7 and then 3 times again in 22:2,14,19.

In the Garden of Eden, the tree seemed to be the source of physical life, after Adam and Eve sinned, they were prohibited from eating of the tree of life so that they might not live forever after sinning. 

In heaven we will have access to the tree because the curse of sin which resulted in sorrow and suffering and consequences of sin which resulted in physical and spiritual separation from God will be removed so we can now live forever.

Since we have been redeemed from our sins and restored to perfect
fellowship with God once again we can now live forever with him.

There is more than one tree because they are on both sides of the river.  There are two rows of trees lining each side of the river.  These trees do not produce just one crop a year, but a crop every month revealing the blessings of eternal life.

John MacArthur – “The term month does not refer to time, since this is the eternal state and time is no more.  It is an expression 
of the joyous provision of eternity spoken in the terms of time.”
 The river of life and the tree of life symbolize the fact that heaven will be a place of eternal life.  There we will experience life as 
God intended it to be: full, rich and complete with him forever.

Healing – Gk. medical word used for physical healing.
Luke 9:11 Jesus healed those who needed healing.

Healing of the nations – believers from around the world.
We will not need physical healing in heaven because we will have perfect spiritual bodies that will no longer be subject to disease.

John Gill – “These leaves will be for the preserving 
and continuing the health of the people of God in this state, 
as the tree of life in Eden’s garden was for the preservation 
                 of the health and life of Adam.”

  Application
1. We will be healed physically from all illness and sickness.
We will not experience arthritis, colds, the flue or any other illness. 

2.  We will be healed emotionally from anxiety, depression, 
fear and worry which sometimes now control our thoughts.

3.  We will be healed spiritually from sin within us which causes us to be angry, arrogant, jealous, prideful, and selfish. 

Christopher Idle wrote the hymn, I Saw a New Heaven and Earth.
I saw by the sacred throne flowing water, crystal clear,
And the tree of life with its healing leaves,
And its fruit growing all the year.
So the worshipers of the Lamb
Bear his name and see his face;
And they reign and serve and forever live
To the praise of His glorious grace.

WITHOUT SIN      :3
Accursed (KJB no more curse) – the curse was the consequence 
of Adam and Eve’s sin of disobeying God’s command not to eat 
of the tree in the midst of the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3:1-7).
The curse included: pain in childbearing (:16), painful toil (:17), 
thorns and thistles (:18), difficult work and death (:19).

Jonathan Edwards in The Glory of Heaven – “It is a place where the curse of sin and all of its effects have been removed from all who dwell there.  Sin is the cause of all the misery in the world.  Sin is the reason we experience pain, sickness and even death.”

 All the sorrow we experience in this life is because of sin.
In heaven where there is no sin there will be no sorrow.

Revelation 21:4 Death shall be no more, neither shall there mourning (over death), nor crying (emotional sorrow), 
nor (physical) pain for the former things have passed away.
In heaven instead of evil, sin, suffering and death there will be: contentment, joy, holiness, peace, worship and eternal life.

  Worship
Throne of God and the Lamb – they will rule instead of sin.
In the presence of God there will be no darkness which is symbolic of sin, evil, wickedness, immorality, idolatry or falsehood.  Instead
the presence of God will light the city with all of his glory.   

Instead of seeking to please ourselves we will worship them.
Worship (KJB serve) – Gk. religious act of service or worship.
In Hebrews it refers to the work of the priests who offered sacrifices and incense in the temple (8:5; 9:9; 10:2).

It is giving a sacrifice or praising God for what he had done.
Here it will be to serve God and enjoy his presence in doing so.

Rev. 7:15 Those who came out of the great tribulation are before the throne of God and serve him day and night in his temple.
They will worship God for delivering them out of the tribulation and sending Christ to be their Savior.

WITH GOD      :4
Christ, who died to save us from our sins so we can go to heaven, will be center of our attention and we will see him face-to-face.
Exodus 33:18,22,23 When Moses asked the Lord, “Show me your glory,” The Lord answered, “When my glory passes by, I will put you in a cleft in the rock and cover you with my hand until I have passed by.  Then I will remove my hand and you will see my back;
                             but my face must not be seen.”

God is spirit and therefore we cannot see his face, but his glory.
In heaven we will behold the glory of God and see the face of Jesus our Savior.  Song writers have described what it will be like: 
               When by His grace I shall look on His face, 
                     that will be glory, be glory for me!

         What a day that will be, when my Jesus I shall see,
And I look upon His face, the One who saved me by His grace.

Name on their foreheads – comes from the fact that the high priest wore a turban on his head that read “Holy to the Lord” when he went into the tabernacle to minister to the Lord (Exodus 39:30-31).

Oswald Sanders – “The plate on the turban of the high priest marked him out as a holy man, totally dedicated to serve God and 
                  one who was to be like him in character.”

God’s name on your forehead means you belong to him.
Rev. 7:2-3 God told the angels who were to bring his judgments on the world, “Do not harm the earth or the sea or the trees until 
   we have sealed the servants our God on their foreheads.”

  Application
The name of God represents His perfect character, so to bear His name means we will be holy like him.  In heaven we will never again struggle with sin but will reflect the beauty of His holiness.

Paul wrote about his own struggle with sin in his life.
Romans 7:18-19 I have the desire to do what is right, but not
     the ability to carry it out.  I do not do the good I want, 
        but the evil I do not want is what I keep doing.


FOREVER      :5
The repetition of no night (21:25) reveals the certainty of it.
There will be no night because the glory of God and the Lamb 
will continually shine for all to see and to worship them forever.

There will be no need of artificial light (lamp) or natural light (sun)
because the light will come directly from God himself so we will clearly understand the truth about the character God. 

Reign forever – in addition to the privilege of worshipping Christ
we will have the privilege of sharing with him in his glory.
John 17:24 Jesus had prayed, “Father, I want those who you 
have given me to be with me where I am and to see my glory.”

ILLUSTRATON
Puritan John Owen (d.1683) was a pastor, theologian and prolific writer of Christian books challenging believers to understand the truth of Scripture and not to be conformed to the world.

When he lay on his deathbed his secretary wrote (in his name) to 
a friend, “I am still in the land of the living.”  “Stop” said Owen.
    “Change that and say, “I am yet in the land of the dying, 
           but I hope soon to be in the land of the living.”      
    

The 1971 L.E. Singer wrote the gospel song Finally Home which describes the joy we will experience when we get to heaven.
When surrounded by the blackness of the darkest night,
O how lonely death can be;
At the end of this long tunnel is a shining light,
For death is swallowed up in victory!

Just think of stepping on shore – and finding it heaven!
Of touching a hand – and finding it God’s!
Of breathing new air – and finding it celestial!
Of waking up in glory – and finding it home!
                   



CONCLUSION
Randy Alcorn in, Heaven, wrote, “To be with God – to know him, 
        to see him – is the central, irreducible draw of heaven.”

The song I’ll Fly Away describes our hope of heaven.
Some glad morning when this life is o’er, I’ll fly away;
to a home on God’s celestial shore, I’ll fly away.

Just a few more weary days and then, I’ll fly away;
To a land where joys shall never end, I’ll fly away.

I’ll fly away, O glory, I’ll fly away; when I die,
hallelujah, by and by, I’ll fly away.

PRAYER
The prayer, Earth and Heaven, in the Valley of Vision:
O Lord,
Give me to know that heaven is all love,
  where the eye affects the heart,
  and the continual viewing of thy beauty
  keeps the soul in continual transports of delight.

Give me to know that heaven is all peace,
  where error, pride, rebellion, passion 
    raise no head.

Give me to know that’s heaven is all joy,
  the end of believing, fasting, praying,
  mourning, humbling, watching;
And lead me to it soon.




