BE WATCHFUL
Revelation 22:12-17

‘Twas the night Jesus came and all through the house
Not a person was praying, not one in the house.
The Bibles were left on the shelf without care,
For no one thought that Jesus would come there.

The children were dressing to crawl into bed,
Not once ever kneeling or bowing a head.
And mom in her rocker with baby in her lap
was watching the Late Show while I took a nap.

When out of the east there rose such a clatter,
I sprang to my feet so see what was the matter.
Away to the window I flew like a flash
Tore open the shutters and lifted the sash!

When what to my wondering eyes should appear,
But angels proclaiming that Jesus was here!
The light of his face made me cover my head –
It was Jesus returning, just as he said.

In the Book of Life which he held in his hand,
Was written the name of every saved man.
He spoke not a word as he searched for my name;
When he said, “It’s not here” my head hung in shame.

The people whose names had been written in love,
He gathered to take to his Father above.
With those who were ready he rose without a sound,
While all the rest were left standing around.

I fell to my knees, but it was too late;
I had waited too long and thus sealed my fate.
I stood and I cried as they rose out of sight;
Oh, if only I’d known that this was the night.

There are over 1800 verses in the Bible about the second coming of Christ and the end of the world. Jesus promised he would return. Here we have the final warning as the Book of Revelation ends.

ANTICIPATION      :12
  Return
This statement confirms the promise of Christ’s return.
Coming soon (KJB quickly) – his coming is imminent (:7,20).
Jesus could come back at any time that is why believers throughout church history have thought he might come back in their lifetime.

Even though it has been over 2,000 years and Christ has 
not returned, God does not count time as we count time. 
II Peter 3:8 Do not overlook this one fact, that with the Lord 
one day is as a thousand years and a thousand years as a day.

  Application
Am I anticipating the return of the Lord?
Matthew 25:1-13 Jesus told a parable about ten virgins who were waiting for a wedding to take place.  Five were not prepared as they did not bring enough oil for their lamps, while five others were prepared as they waited for the bridegroom.

Am I living as if Jesus could return anytime?
Titus 2:12-13 Live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in
the present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing 
   of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ.

  Reckoning 
Recompense (KJB reward) – Gk. the pay given for service.
Luke 10:7 The laborer deserves his wages (he is to be paid).
Here it means both reward for good and punishment for evil.

Matthew 25:14-30 Jesus told a parable of a master who gave each of his servants a large sum of money as he went on a trip.  When he returned, he rewarded the two servants who used their talents 
to gain more, but punished the servant who didn’t use the talent which he had been given.

John Gill – “A reward of punishment which shall be righteously given to wicked men for their sin and there is a reward of grace
  which is no other than the gift of eternal life to his people.”

  Application
Each person will be accountable to God for what they have done.
Romans 14:12 Each of us will give an account of himself to God.
· What we do – make godly choices.
We naturally make decisions to please ourselves.
Make decisions that will always honor God.

· What we say – watch your language.
Think before you speak so you don’t say something
you will regret and have to ask for forgiveness. 

· What we think – guard your mind.
Evil thoughts may come, but don’t dwell on them.
Train yourself to think about what is good.

REVELATION      :13
Alpha and Omega – the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet.
First and last – the one who created the world and is eternal.
Beginning and end – these three phrases emphasize the fact: 
           Jesus Christ is the eternal everlasting one.
He has always existed and will continue to exist forever.

John Gill – “These three phrases are a statement of the 
deity, eternity, infinity (endless) and perfection of Christ.”

SALVATION      :14-15
  Blessed      :14
Washed their robes – dirty garments symbolize defilement of sin. Forgiveness of sin is pictured as being washed like a garment.
Titus 3:5 God saved us . . . by the washing of regeneration.
Regeneration – Gk. new birth or new life.

Here forgiveness is being cleansed by the blood of Christ. 
I John 1:7 The blood of Jesus cleanses us from all sin.

KJB do his commandments – obey the ten commandments which
show they honor the Lord who has forgiven them of their sins.

Tree of life – which gives us eternal life (:2).
Adam and Eve were put out of the Garden of Eden after they sinned so that they would not be able to eat of the tree of life 
and live forever in their sin (Genesis 3:22-23).

Here that curse is reversed for those who have confessed their sins
and trusted Christ as their Savior are now given eternal life.  They may now come into the holy city New Jerusalem to live forever.

  Cursed      :15
Outside of the city are those who will not give up their sins.
Dogs – were scavengers and viewed as worthless creatures.  
It was symbolically used of people who were depraved. 

Sorcerers – includes witchcraft and mediums.
Sexually immoral – any sex outside of marriage.
Murderers – those who kill innocent people.
Idolaters – those who worship false gods.

Practices falsehood (KJB lying) – delight in telling lies.
One lie they tell is that Jesus is not the promised Messiah.
Therefore, they refuse to acknowledge Jesus as their Savior.
Romans 10:9-10 If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead,
 you will be saved.  For with the one believes and is justified, 
and with the mouth one confesses and is saved.

  Application
Scripture is clear that to be forgiven of your sins against God a person must publicly say they believe Jesus is God and believe God raised him from the dead after dying for their sins.
Are you a believer?  Have you made a public confession?
One public way is to be baptized as a profession of your faith.

DESCRIPTION      :16
Sent my angel – to confirm the divine authority of this book.
For the churches – the seven churches which were written to 
in chapters 2-3 and to all the other churches in succeeding ages. 


  Family line
Root – source of David’s family in giving them life.
In other words, Jesus is Lord over the family of David.

Descendant of David – a thousand years after David.
Matthew 1:1 The genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David.
Verses 6-16 give us the genealogy from David to Jesus.
Twenty-five descents are listed from David to Jesus.

Jesus is both David’s Lord and David’s son (Mat. 22:42-45).
He is both divine and human – he is the God-man.

  Future kingdom
Bright morning star – appears just before the sunrise. 
It announces the beginning of a new day before the sun arises.
Bright – indicates Christ is dominant over all.
Morning – indicates the dawn of a new era. 

Ever since Jesus went back to heaven some 2,000 years ago,
The world has become increasingly dark as sin reigns.  Jesus will soon return to issue in a new day of holiness and righteousness.

INVITATION      :17
  Christ’s return
The Spirit – which indwells each believer.
The bride – all believers who compose the church.
Come – response to the promise of the return of Christ (:12).
Believers desire the Lord to return so they will be with him.

The one who hears – the words of this prophecy read to him.
Rev. 1:3 Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy and blessed are those who hear and keep what is written.
To hear the book read is a blessing because it reveals that God reigns and is in control of the future.  The promise is that he will protect his people and come again for them one day in the future.

  Sinner’s repentance
God forgives sinners if they recognize they have sinned, repent 
of their sins and believe that Christ died for them to be forgiven.
John 7:37 If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink.
This was an invitation to relieve the inner desires longings of 
our heart and spirit.  We were made to have a relationship with Christ, but it was ruined because of sin.  It can be restored when we confess our sins and believe Christ died for them.

One thirsty – here is an unlimited offer of forgiveness to all who desire to have their thirsty souls quenched with God’s forgiveness.
Water of life (:1) – is offered to without cost to anyone who believes because Jesus paid the price for by his death on the cross.

This statement is a summary of the promise from Isaiah 55:1
         Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters, 
           and he who has no money, come, buy and eat.
  Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 

God offers his grace and forgiveness freely to anyone.
People have to respond in faith believing God will forgive.

PROMISE      :20
Surely – Gk. truly or yes meaning you can certainly count on this. It is a strong affirmation or the statement to follow.
John 21:16 Peter said, “Yes, Lord you know that I love you.” 

Soon (KJB quickly) – Gk. shortly meaning without delay.
Christ’s second coming is imminent – he could come anytime.
II Peter 3:8 Do not overlook this one fact, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.

CONCLUSION
James Black was a layman teaching young people in Pennsylvania. One evening when members answered roll call by repeating a verse one girl did not respond.  That night he spoke about what a shame it would be when our names are called from the Lamb’s book of Life, if one of us should be absent and he said, “O God, when my name is called up yonder, may I be there to respond.” 




At the end of the service, he tried to find a song about having our named called, but could not find one.  When he got home, he wrote the words to When The Roll Is Called Up Yonder (1890’s).

When the trumpet of the Lord shall sound and time shall be
no more, and the morning breaks eternal, bright and fair –
When the saved of earth shall gather over on the other shore.
And the roll is called up yonder – I’ll be there.

Let us labor for the Master from the dawn till setting sun,
Let us talk of all his wonderous love and care;
Then when all of life is over and our work on earth is done,
And the roll is called up yonder – I’ll be there.

PRAYER
Our Heavenly Father, 
We thank you for the promise of our Lord and Savor Jesus Christ’s return to take us to be with you forever and ever.

 It is not for us or the angels to know the hour of Christ’s coming, you have only called us to watch and believe that the end of all things is near. We join our voices with saints from centuries 
gone by and cry, “Maranatha! Come, Lord Jesus!”

Fill our hearts with faith as we look for the blessed hope and the glorious appearing of our Savior on that great and glorious day. 

May we hold loosely to the things of the world as we wait 
for the glory that will last forever and ever.

May we hold the promise of his return as our central hope
so that we do not lose heart as we wait for him to come and 
take us to be with you forever where there will be no night
or sorrow or sin, but joy and celebration as we worship
our Lord and Savor Jesus Christ forever and ever.

