NEW JERUSALEM
Revelation 21:9-21

William Penn expanded the small town of Philadelphia along the Delaware river to about 2 square miles in 1682.  Streets were laid out in a grid system with the idea that the city would be more like rural English towns rather than the crowed English cities.  The homes would be spread out from one another and surrounded 
with gardens, orchards and parks.  Instead of living in crowed
housing the people would enjoy fresh air and nature.

It was laid out as perfectly as one could want on this earth.
Instead of streets turning left or right they were all straight.
Today you can stand on a street and see for a long distance.
The streets running north and south were numbered while the streets running east and west were named after local trees:
Vine, Cherry, Chestnut, Walnut, Locust, Spruce, Pine.

The purpose was that it would be easy to get around as the 
streets were straight and anyone could figure out where 
they were and what direction they needed to go.

Heaven is laid out in as a cube because it is perfect.
E.M. Bounds – “Earth is but a pilgrim’s stay, a pilgrim’s journey,
a pilgrim’s tent.  Heaven is a city, permanent, God-planned, 
God-built, whose foundations are as stable as God’s throne.”

Bride – perfection      :9
Bride – is a title originally given to the believers (19:7) which now includes all the redeemed throughout all ages, who will live there.
John MacArthur – “The New Jerusalem is likened to a bride because the redeemed are forever united to God and the Lamb.”

The hymn, Now I Belong, to Jesus expresses it this way:
Jesus, my Lord, will love me forever.  From Him no power 
of evil can sever.  He gave his life to ransom my soul; 
Now I belong to him.  Now I belong to Jesus, Jesus belongs to me;
Not for the years of time alone, but for eternity.

Glory – projected     :10-11
From his vantage point he is able to explain what he saw.

:11 Jasper – is a clear beautiful translucent stone (4:3).
Clear like crystal – which allows the light to beautifully shine through in all of its brilliance and brightness.

Gates – plan      :12-13
Great high wall – indicates the city will be secure from anything.

Twelve gates – three on each of the four sides of the city.

Twelve angels – to protect the entrance of the city as they did the Garden of Eden so nothing sinful could enter it (Genesis 3:24).

Special mention is made about the twelve gates of the city.
Over each gate was the name of one of the twelve tribes of Israel.

Entrance into the city is through the nation of Israel.
Romans 9:4-5 To the Israelites belong the adoption (chosen by God), the glory, the covenants (Abrahamic, Mosaic, Davidic, New) 
the giving of the law (10 commandments). the worship, and the promises. to them belong the patriarchs (Abraham, Isaac, Jacob) and from their race, according to the flesh, is the Christ (Messiah).
Christ came from the tribe of Judah through the family of David.

:13 The gates are equally divided with three on the north, south,
east and west of the city just like the tribes camped around the tabernacle in the wilderness (Numbers 2).

Foundations - purpose      :14
Foundations of ancient cities were usually made with rows of huge stones, some of which they have excavated were five feet wide, four feet high and thirty feet long weighing up to one hundred tons.

Twelve foundations – match the twelve gates to show that the city is perfectly balanced.  The difference is these are named for the twelve apostles who Jesus chose to represent the twelve tribes.

  Application
1. The combination of the twelve tribes and twelve apostles reveals that believers in both the Old and New testaments will be united together as one people of God in heaven forever.

Hebrews 11:39-40 All these (heroes) though commended for their
   faith, they did not receive what was promised (eternal city), 
    since God had provided something better for us (heaven), 
       that apart from us they should not be made perfect.

Galatians 3:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek (Gentile), there 
is neither male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.

John Calvin – “There is no distinction of persons here.  Because Christ makes them all one. Whatever may have been their former differences, Christ alone is able to unite them all.  The hope of salvation, does not depend on the law, but upon Christ alone.”

1. Our unity is in Christ our Savior
· Accept fellow believers because we all belong to Christ.
· Even though we are different we are one in Christ.
· Unity does not mean we all have to be the same.

2. There is no difference between believers.  No matter when you live you are saved by God’s grace alone through faith alone.
In the OT they had to believe that an animal died for their sins.
In the NT we have to believe that Christ died for our sins.

Ephesians 2:8-9 By grace you have been saved through faith.
And this is not your own doing; it is a gift of God, not a result 
                  of works, so that no one may boast.

We are forgiven by God’s grace, not anything we have done.
· We have to believe that Christ died for our sins.
· God forgives us because Christ died for our sins.
· The death of Christ was all that God required.
· There is nothing I can do to add to Christ’s sacrifice.

Size – presence      :15-16
Measuring rod – was about 10 feet long.

:16 12,000 – the number of tribes multiplied by 1,000 which was 
their largest number so the number signifies completeness.
In 7:5-8 there are 12,000 from each tribe who are protected.

Stadia (KJB furlongs) – was 607 feet or 2 football fields long.
It was the standard distance of a race in large Greek cities.
Nineveh – 400 stadia, Babylon – 120, Rome – 160, Jerusalem – 30.

12,000 stadia – was about 1400 miles which would be the distance from Canada to Mexico and from Seattle to Kansas City.  
For John it would have been from Jerusalem to Rome (east to west) and from the Black Sea to Egypt (north to south).
The size is so large that all believers will be able to live there.

The city is a cube like the holy of holies in the tabernacle 
which was 15 feet long and 15 feet wide and 15 feet high.
Solomon made the holy of holies in the temple twice as large: 
30 feet long by 30 feet wide by 30 feet high (I Kings 6:20).

Leon Morris – “The city is more than a square: it is a perfect cube.
This shape is that of the Holy of Holies and indicates perfection.
It is probable that John wants us to see the heavenly city as itself 
       the Holy of Holies.  It is the place where God dwells.”

  Application
Henry Smith – “Heaven is large but the way to heaven must be narrow.”  Matthew 7:13-14 Enter the narrow gate.  For the gate 
is wide and the way is easy that leads to destruction and those 
who enter by it are many.  For the gate is narrow and the way 
    is hard that leads to life and those who find it are few.

Most people believe they are going to heaven, but the reality is 
that only those who trust in Jesus Christ as their Savior will enter.
M. Henry – “There are but two ways right and wrong, good and evil; the way to heaven and the way to hell; in the one or other of these all are walking: there is no middle place hereafter (death).”
Wall – protection      :17-18
144 – is the square of 12 which represents completeness.
In 7:5-8 there are 12,000 from each tribe who are protected.

144 cubits – is 216 feet.  So, the walls are 216 feet high or thick.
The point is that the walls are high or thick enough to protect the people from any danger (:25 the gates will never be shut).

Alan Johnson – “The measuring reveals the perfection, fulfillment or completion of all God’s purposes for his elect bride.  These dimensions should not be interpreted as providing architectural information about the city.  Rather, we should think of them as theologically symbolic of the fulfillment of all God’s promises.”

:18 Jasper – is a clear beautiful translucent stone which lets the light shine in and was a symbol which represented God (4:3).

The shining appearance of the gold made it look like glass.
Glass was usually dark in Bible times which is why Paul wrote
in I Corinthians 13:12 now we see in a glass darkly.  Crystal-clear glass was very expensive and something used in a king’s court.

Foundations – permanence      :19-20
The foundations of buildings are usually underground and not seen.  These foundations are not only visible, but are beautiful.
These stones reflect the many different colors of creation.
 
John MacArthur – “These brightly-colored stones refract the shining brilliance of God’s glory into a panoply of beautiful colors.
The scene was one of breathtaking beauty, a spectrum of dazzling colors flashing from the New Jerusalem throughout the universe.”

City – perfect      :21
Peals were highly prized and of great value in NT times.
Gates – of a single pearl which would have been magnificent.
Normally pearls are small less than ½ an inch in size.
The pearls of these gates are 10 to 12 feet or more in size.


Illustration
In 1999 British entrepreneur Richard Branson was planning a 
hotel in space.  He said, “We’re looking into various things that could enable people to go into space for a reasonable price.”  

He hoped to set up a hotel somewhere in space in which he could take 10 people at a time to stay for two weeks.  He said, “I hope 
to do it and hope the dream will become reality.”  He planned 
on tourists being able to go for around $10,000 per person.

God already has a place in space which the Bible calls heaven.
John Bunyan in Pilgrim’s Progress wrote, “Drawing near to the city, they had yet a more perfect view thereof.  It was built of pearls and precious stones, also the streets thereof were paved 
with gold; so that by reason of the natural glory of the city and the reflection of the sunbeams upon it, Christian with desire fell sick.”

CONCLUSION
Eliza Hewitt was a teacher in Philadelphia and one day while overseeing her students on the playground, she suffered a severe back injury and was forced to be in bed for months and deal with the pain the rest of her life.  Although she could have been resentful, she learned to write poetry and hymns.

As she recovered some strength some years later, she attended a tent camp meeting in Ocean Grove, New Jersey and was inspired to write the hymn When We All Get To Heaven in 1898.
It praises the wondrous love of Jesus for us and looks forward 
to the day we will all be reunited in the kingdom of heaven.

Sing the wondrous love of Jesus, sing his mercy and his grace;
In the mansions bright and blessed he’ll prepare for us a place.

Onward to the prize before us!  Soon his beauty we’ll behold;
Soon the pearly gates will open, we shall tread the streets of gold.

When we all get to heaven, what a day of rejoicing that will be!
When we all see Jesus, we’ll sing and shout the victory.

When you have finished your life on earth may the
King of Glory welcome you into his glorious kingdom.
PRAYER
Our heavenly Father, how blessed we are to view 
glimpses of the beauty of nature this side of heaven.  
The sunrises and sunsets, the flowers and trees, 
the rivers and oceans, the clouds and the rainbows, 
the mountains and valleys.

But with great anticipation we await the glorious day 
when we will behold the beauty of the new Jerusalem.  
Eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man imagine,
what God has prepared for those who love him.

This world with all its troubles and disappointments will vanish from our memory as we behold a new heaven and a new earth. 
In contemplating that ultimate beauty helps us diminish our heartaches and burdens of this life, so we look forward to the glory and majesty of our heavenly home and being with you forever.
In your presence there will be fullness of joy forever and ever.
