HOLY CITY
Revelation 21:22-27

Throughout the centuries men have built places where they could go to worship God.  They called them temples meaning a place which was dedicated to the worship of a god.  

In the old city of Jerusalem, the temple which Solomon built was the most significant building in the city.  I Kings 6:2-3 we are told 
the temple was 90 feet long, 30 feet wide and 45 feet high made of stone with a 15-foot porch on the front.  It also had two pillars on each side of the temple which were 60 feet high and 18 inches around.  The temple area was surrounded by a large courtyard.  The temple and courtyards were the focal point of the city.

It was destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar in 586 BC and in 450 BC they built another one which was not as magnificent as Solomon’s.

In NT times King Herod wanted to please the Jews so he sent 43 years building a beautiful temple for them.  Barclay describes it,
“The temple was built of white marble plated with gold, and it shone in the sun so that a man could scarcely bear to look at it.
The temple area was surrounded by large porches.  These porches
were upheld by pillars, cut out of solid blocks of marble in one piece.  They were 37½ feet high and of such thickness that three
men linked together could scarcely put their arms around them.”

In John 4 Jesus has a conversation with a woman at a well
and when she perceives that he is a prophet she asks him,
where is the right place to worship God – on a mountain in
Samaria or in the city of Jerusalem?  She was focused on a place
because that is what we tend to think of in worshipping God. 

John 4:24 Jesus told her, “God is spirit and those who worship him must worship in spirit and in truth.”  In other words, the place is not so important, as is having the right concept about the character of God which must be according to the truth given by God. 

In heaven we will experience God like we never have before.
GOD’S PRESENCE      :22-23
  Temple      :22
For Jews the temple was the center of their worship.  It was the place they offered sacrifices, incense, sang and prayed to God.  
There was no building where God was to be worshipped because 
the whole place will be a temple were God dwells with his people.

Lord God the Almighty – God the father who is sovereign over all.
Rev. 11:17 The twenty-four elders worshipped God saying, 
“We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty . . . for you have 
                taken your great power and begun to reign.”

Lamb – Jesus the Son of God who became a man so he could die.
  John 1:29 John the Baptist first identified Jesus as a lamb.
  Behold, the lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. 

Rev. 5:6 I saw a Lamb standing, as though it had been slain . . .
   :11-12 Thousands and thousands of angel’s worship saying,
“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth
       and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing.”

John Gill – “The Lamb being joined with the Lord God Almighty, shows his deity and his equality with his Father.”

Together they will be the focus of our eternal worship for having saved us from our sins.  We will not need to go to a special place to worship because the presence of God will be everywhere.

  Application
God’s presence is everywhere; it cannot be contained to a building.
I Kings 8:27 When Solomon dedicated the temple, he had built he prayed, “Will God indeed dwell on the earth?  Behold, heaven 
and the highest heaven cannot contain you; how much less this 
                             house which I have built!”

1. Worship God when you come into the sanctuary each Sunday.
· Take advantage of the opportunity to focus on him alone.
· Don’t allow other thoughts to distract you.
· Turn off your cell phone so you are not distracted.
2. Worship God privately when you have your devotions.
As God speaks to you through his word worship him for 
the truth he reveals to you so you grow in your faith.

3. Worship God when he blesses you personally. 
It can be an answer to prayer or some blessing he gives you.

  Light      :23
The sun and moon which God created for us to have light on the earth are not needed in heaven because God the Father and Christ our sacrificial lamb are the light of this heavenly city. 

The purpose of the sun and moon was to give light to the earth.
Genesis 1:16 God made two great lights – the greater light (sun)
to govern the day and the lesser light (moon) to govern the night. 
The earth is totally dependent on the sun to give us light for plants 
to grow and while the moon controls the changing tides.

In heaven the glory of God and the Lamb will be on full display 
so, we will not need any other light because they will be our focus.
Instead of focusing on physical things, we will be focused on God
who loved us and Jesus who died for us.

NATION’S GIFTS      :24-26
  Glory      :24
The divine light will be recognized by all people and nations. 
This city will be made up believers from all nations on the earth.
Revelation 7:9 I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb.

In 1739 Charles Wesley wrote a missionary hymn expressing his desire that people from a thousand different villages would come to know Christ as their Savior which will take place in heaven. 
  O for a thousand tongues to sing my great Redeemer’s praise,
    the glories of my God and King, the triumphs of His grace.

Together we will unit our voices to praise God with those from throughout the centuries of history and from different cultures.
  Gates      :25
The gates of the city are never shut because there will be no night.
In the ancient world cities had walls with gates which were shut at night for the safety and security so that invaders or other dangerous individuals would not be able to enter in under the cover of darkness.  The heavenly city will be completely secure without 
any threat of evil because nothing unclean will enter it (:27).

No night – because the glory of God will continually shine.
I John 1:5 God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.
M. Henry – “Light is opposed to the darkness of sin.”

People often commit their evil deeds under the cover of darkness.
  I Thess. 5:2 The Lord will come like a thief in the night. 
                 :6 Those who get drunk, are drunk at night.

The city will always be safe because of the presence of God.
The glory of his presence will light up the city continually.

  Application
We will enjoy complete security and safety because nothing evil, sinful or wicked will take place so we will have nothing to fear.
The things we fear now will be removed so we will be at peace.

  Gifts      :26
The nations will not add to the glory of heaven, but in keeping 
with the ancient practice of kings and nations they will bring 
their wealth into the city of the greatest king Jesus Christ.  
In the heavenly city everyone will honor the King of Kings. 

Matthew 2:2 When Jesus was born Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king 
of the Jews? We saw his star . . . and have come to worship him.”
Jesus will receive the glory, honor and praise as our Savior from 
every nation and people who have accepted his forgiveness of sins.  

John MacArthur – “The glory and honor of the nations will dissolve, as it were, into the eternal worship of God the Father 
                             and the Lord Jesus Christ.”
CITY’S PURITY      :27
Nothing evil, defiled, impure or sinful will ever enter the city.
The city will always be kept pure from any kind of sin.

Unclean (KJB defiles) – Gk. to pollute so that it is now sinful.
Acts 21:28 Paul was accused of bringing Greeks into the inner  court of the temple where only Jews men could enter so defiling it.
Nothing that is evil, sinful or wicked will enter heaven.

Detestable (KJB abomination, NIV shameful) – Gk. used in both OT and NT of idolatry and those things related to idolatry.

False (KJB makes a lie) – Gk. intentional deception.
Refers to false worship which is linked to idolatry.  Idolatry always presented wrong views about who God is and how he forgives sin.

Entrance into heaven will be based on forgiveness through Christ.
It will not matter how sincere a person was if they believed a lie so their sins were not forgiven and they died without being forgiven.

Book – rulers kept a register of the citizens of their city.  
Book of life – the list of names they believed God kept of those who would receive eternal life because they believed his promises.
  (Exodus 32:32; Psalm 68:28; Phil. 3:5; Rev. 3:5; 20:12,15).

Lamb’s book of life – contains the names of those who believe that Jesus died for their sins so they are have been given eternal life.

APPLICATION
For every American who believes they are going to hell there are 120 believe they are going to heaven.  People tend to believe that 
everyone is going to heaven unless you are very, very evil.  But just because that is the popular view does not mean it is true.

Nothing unclean will enter heaven because God is there.
A person must confess they have sinned and broken God’s law.
Proverbs 28:13 He who conceals his sins does not prosper,
but whoever confesses and renounces them finds mercy.

Then, they must believe Jesus died for their sins.
John 1:19 When John the Baptist saw Jesus coming, he said,
“Behold, the lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.”
Salvation is by grace alone, through faith alone in Christ alone.

ILLUSTRATION 
Travel to the moon is no longer a fantasy.  In July 1969 astronauts Buzz Aldrin and Neil Armstrong walked on the moon.  But years earlier when the Hayden Planetarium in New York advertised (merely in just) that it would take reservations for that lunar trip 
of 240,000 miles, 18,000 people applied within a few days.  

A psychologist who studied their letters of application concluded that most of them were eager to escape from their responsibilities and problems.   One woman wrote, “It would be heaven to get away from this busy earth . . . and just go somewhere that’s nice
                    and peaceful, good, safe and secure.”

Heaven will be all that and more as we dwell with God our Father and Jesus our Savior for ever and ever with any interruptions. 
Every saint has a past and every sinner has a future.

CONCLUSION
The hymn O That Will Be Glory expresses the joy we will experience when we are in heaven with Jesus our Savior.

When all my labor and trials are o’er,
and I am safe on that beautiful shore,
just to be near the dear Lord I adore
will through the ages be glory for me.

When by the gift of his infinite grace,
I am accorded in heaven a place,
Just to be there and to look on his face.
Will through the ages be glory for me.

O that will be glory for me, glory for me, glory for me,
When by his grace I shall look on his face,
That will be glory, be glory for me.

PRAYER
The prayer, Earth and Heaven, in the Valley of Vision:
O Lord,
Here I have a beam of sun to lighten my darkness,
  yonder I shall live in light forever.
My natural desires are corrupt and misguided,
  and it is thy mercy to destroy them;
My spiritual longings are of thy planting,
  and thou wilt water and increase them;
Quicken my hunger and thirst after
  the realm above.

Here I can have the world,
  there I shall have thee in Christ;
Here is a life of longing and prayer,
  there is assurance without suspicion.
Here are comforts, more burden than benefit,
  there is joy without sorrow,
    comfort with suffering,
    love without inconstancy,
    rest without weariness.





