PRESENCE OF GOD
                                        Revelation 21:1-4

Augustine’s (400 AD) early life was a search for happiness or satisfaction which left him unfulfilled as he had a mistress who 
he fathered a child with, but never married and lived for pleasure.
When he was 31 years-old he accepted Christ as his savior and wrote the classic statement, “Thou has made us for Thyself, 
O Lord, and our heart is restless until it finds its rest in Thee.”

Why is it that even in our best moments and highest achievements we are not satisfied with our life here and now?  C.S. Lewis in his book Mere Christianity wrote, “If I find in myself a desire which
   no experience in this world can satisfy, the most probable 
        explanation is that I was made for another world.”

The Bible mentions heaven more than 500 times and in the 
book of Revelation it is mentioned more than 50 times. 

Most Americans believe in heaven and have their own ideas about what it will be like.  A Newsweek poll found that people believed:
heaven would be peaceful, they would be with God and they would
see people they knew.  Many Christians believe it is a place where you will stand on a cloud, sing hymns and see our Savior.

What will heaven be like?  We will not be floating on clouds, strumming a harp for eternity.  Instead, we will be worshiping 
God our Father and Jesus Christ our Savior along with enjoying 
Fellowship with other believers.  We will no longer experience 
the effects of sin in our lives or in the world in which live.

God gives us a brief description of what heaven will be like in 
Revelation chapters 21 and 22 so we would have an idea of how different it will be from what life on earth is like now.

Heaven is a real place, not a state of spiritual consciousness.
John 14:3 If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again 
and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also.

NEW CREATION      :1
God will create a new heaven and a new earth to replace the world he first created which has been marred by the consequences of sin.
This will be the fulfillment of the prophecy of Isaiah 65:17
See, I will create new heavens and a new earth.  The former 
things will not be remembered, not will they come to mind.

New – Gk. in quality not chronology (time).
Matt. 26:28 Jesus said, “This is my blood of the new covenant,
     which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.”
  The old covenant was being completely replaced by the death 
  of Christ on the cross so our sins would be forgiven forever.

  II Cor. 5:17 If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.
    The old has passed away, behold the new had come.
  When a person becomes a believer in Christ, they become a
  completely new person with the Holy Spirit living within them. 

John MacArthur – “The new heaven and earth will not merely succeed the present universe.  They will be something brand-new. and fresh.  God must create a new heaven and a new earth because
                 the first heaven and first earth passed away.”

Oswald Sanders – “The new heaven and new earth are the climax of the whole scheme of redemption.  God is not merely undoing
   the ravages that sin and Satan have wrought in the beautiful 
   new world he created.  He creates a new world, the home of
      righteousness that far surpasses the one ruined by Satan.”

Sea – is used as a symbol of unrest and instability.
Isaiah 57:20 The wicked are like the troubled sea, 
when it cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt.

The continual surging of the sea is a symbol of the changes and uncertainty of life which can be good one moment and then 
change the next because we live in an everchanging world.  
Matthew 6:34 Do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will
   worry about itself.  Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.
         NIV – Each day has enough trouble of its own.
  Application
In heaven life will be restful and stable instead of troubled.
You will not experience the troubles we face now such as:
things that break, not enough supplies, continual change or uncertainty because we will live in a perfect world. 

Every difficulty, disappointment and trial you face now should cause you to long for heaven where nothing will go wrong or have to be fixed or needs to be updated because it has grown old. 

John 14:3 If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again 
and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also.
Oswald Sanders – “With nothing that defiles able to enter our heavenly home, we will indeed prove that to be with Christ 
                          in heaven is better by far.”

NEW JERUSALEM      :2
Holy city – because everyone who is in it will be without sin.
New Jerusalem – reveals the reality of where God dwells.
David made the old city of Jerusalem the capital of Israel.
It was where the ark of the covenant was kept and later
Solomon made a wonderful temple to worship the Lord.

Because the people and the leaders were sinful the city became full of greed, injustice, idolatry and violence so God sent prophets such as Isaiah and Jeremiah to call the people to repentance, but they would not listen so God punished them and the city was completely destroyed in 586 BC by Nebuchadnezzar.

Prepared as a bride – exceedingly beautifully and complete.
Heaven will be beyond anything which we can imagine.
A description is given in :18-21 of its magnificent beauty. 

John MacArthur – “The walls and buildings must be clear for 
the city to radiate the glory of God. These brightly-colored 
(foundation) stones refract the shining brilliance of God’s 
glory into a panoply of beautiful colors.  The scene was one 
    of breathtaking beauty, a spectrum of dazzling colors.” 

NEW RELATIONSHIP      :3
Israel had known something of the presence of God in their midst by the symbols of the ark of the covenant which represented his throne and the pillar of cloud by day and fire by night to guide them through the wilderness to the Promised Land.

Leviticus 26:11-12 I will put my dwelling place among you . . . I will walk among you and be your God and you will be my people.

In the ancient world, to live in the city where the king lived was considered a great privilege.  The king’s presence gave the city 
a special glory and it was also a beautiful place to live. 

The essence of our experience in heaven will be our relationship to God who will dwell with us.  We will always be a creature before an infinite God, but there we will have a deeper spiritual ability to experience him than we do now because of our sinful nature.

Jesus came to earth and we were able to see what God is like.
John 1:14 The Word became flesh and dwelt among us and 
we beheld his glory, the glory of the only begotten Son . . . 
In the life of Jesus, we get a picture of what God is like which 
we cannot fully understand now because of our sinful nature.
But in heaven we will experience the glorious presence of God. 

NEW EXPERIENCE      :4
In heaven the effects of our sinful world will be removed so 
we will not experience all of the sorrow we do now in our lives.
The new heaven and earth will be perfect like the Garden of Eden was before Adam and Eve sinned and God cursed his creation.

Romans 8:21-22 Creation itself will be set free from its bondage 
to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children
of God.  For we know that the whole creation has been groaning
                 in the pains of childbirth until now.

God will remove the curse of sin so we will not experience the consequences of sin which we do in this life and in our world.
God specifically mentions five things that are the result of sin.

1. Tears – are the result of the personal pain we feel in our heart. 
They are caused by: our own sin or the sin of others or sorrow.

· Our own sin – because we make wrong choices.
    The Bible is full of illustrations of people suffering because of
    their wrong choices: Adam & Eve disobeyed God’s command, 
    King Saul offered was impatient and offered a sacrifice, 
    King David committed adultery and murder to cover it up.  
    As a result of their sins they shed tears of disappointment.

· Sin of others – they harm us physically or emotionally. 
    Cain caused grief to Adam & Eve when he killed Abel.
    Saul hurt David emotionally as he had to run for his life.
    Ahab brought God’s judgment of a famine on the land.
    
M. Henry – “Sin brought sorrow into the world; 
            that made the world a vale of tears.”

2. Death – is the final result of sin as our body is separated 
from our soul and we are separated from physical life on earth.
Death is universal.  As you read the genealogies in Genesis 5
of Adam, Seth, Methuselah and others after stating how long 
each one lived it concludes with the statement: and he died. 

Everyone eventually dies because of our sin against God.
  Romans 6:23 The wages of sin is death, but the free gift 
    of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Those who believe that Jesus died on the cross for their sins to be forgiven will be raised to eternal life after they physically die.

In heaven there will be no more death which is the result of sin.
Where there is no sin there will be no more death either by violence of men or by natural consequences. 

3. Mourning (KJB sorrow) – Gk. intense grief or sorrow.
Rev. 18:7-8 the word is used three times of the grief people 
will experience when God judges them for their sins.

John 11:19, 21 Many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary 
to console them concerning Lazarus who had died. Martha said to Jesus, “If you have been here, my brother would not have died.”

Because there will be no sin in heaven there will be nothing that will cause us to grieve.  There will be no more death of loved ones,
or suffering because of sin such as crime or injustice.   

4. Crying – Gk. a loud or anguished cry (14:18).
Hebrews 5:7 Jesus offered up prayers with strong cries to 
       the one that was able to save him from death.  
Jesus suffered emotionally and physically because of our sins.

There will be no emotional suffering of any kind in heaven.
We cry because we feel emotional pain as a result of loss.
John 11:33 When Jesus saw Mary weeping and the Jews who had come with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit.
There will be no more bitterness because there will be no sin.
Therefore, we will not cry because we have been hurt.

5. Pain – Gk. physical anguish.
Rev. 16:11 The cursed God because of their pains and sores.
(they were caused by the heat of the sun that burned them).

God uses pain as a way to punish us for our sins.
Genesis 3:16 To Eve God said, “I will surely multiply your pain 
       in childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth children.”

  Genesis 3:17 To Adam God said, “Cursed is the ground because 
        of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life.”

Not all pain is a result of our own sins, but it is the result of living in a sinful and fallen world in which we experience suffering.
We will not experience physical pain anymore which includes:
arthritis, fibromyalgia, painful swelling of joints or pinched nerves.

John Gill – “There will not be any sickness or diseases of body, 
     for it will be raised glorious, incorruptible and spiritual.” 
CONCLUSION
The 2005 country song When I Get Where I’m Going describes some of the great joys we will experience in heaven with God.                                   

When I get where I’m going there’ll be only happy tears and
I will shed the sins and struggles that I’ve carried all these years.
And I’ll leave my heart wide open I will love and have no fear,
When I get to where I’m going don’t cry for me down here.

So much pain, so much darkness this world we stumble through
But when I get where I’m going and I see my Maker’s face
I’ll stand forever in the light of his amazing grace.
When I get where I’m going there’ll be only happy tears


Jim Hill could not understand why a good woman like his mother-in-law had to get seriously ill. As a new Christian in 1955 he just could not shake off that thought in his mind. Then, as if to clear his confusion, he remembered the words of Revelation 21:4 and he exclaimed, “What a day that will be!”

Excitedly, he immediately looked for something to write on once he reached home. He found a piece of cardboard and there he wrote the rest of the lyrics for “What a Day That Will Be.”

There is coming a day when no heartaches shall come –
No more clouds in the sky, no more tears to dim the eye.
All is peace forevermore on that happy golden shore.

There’ll be no sorrow there, no more burdens to bear,
No more sickness, no pain, no more parting over there.
And forever I will be with the One who died for me.
What a day, glorious day that will be.    







PRAYER
The prayer, Heaven Desired, in the Valley of Vision:

O my Lord,
May I arrive where means of grace cease
  and I need no more to fast pray, 
  weep, watch, be tempted,
where nothing defiles,
where no grief, sorrow, sin, death,
  separation, tears, aching joints,
  decrepit age, continual sickness
where is personal completeness;
where the more perfect the sight
  the more beautiful the object . . .
  the more complete the soul
  the more happy its joys,
where is full knowledge of thee.

  
