                                OUR SUSTAINER
                                  Psalm 104:24-35

The oceans which make up 2/3 of our planet are home to more living creatures than land.  The writer of The World of the Sea
written in 1869 said, “The shores of the ocean and its depths and its mountains, its valleys and its precipices (steep rock faces) 
are enlivened and beautified by thousands of living beings.”

The oceans are inhabited by some 20,000 species of fish.  Some fish such as the small seahorse are only one inch long while a large Blue whale can be as large as 100 feet long and weigh 150 tons.  Between these two extremes there are thousands of other varieties.  

What might be the largest Pacific halibut ever caught was pulled from the Bearing Sea off Alaska on September 5, 2003 by the crew of the fishing boat Miss May.  The 8-foot and 2-inch fish was estimated to weigh over 500 pounds based on its length. 

Man has named many different kinds of fish in the ocean such as: angelfish, barracuda, carp, cod, eel, flounder, jackfish, lungfish, pufferfish, squirrelfish, salmon, sardines, seahorse, seadragon, sharks, squid, stingrays, swordfish and tuna just to name a few.

Just as there are thousands of different kinds of fish there are many different colors of fish from bright yellow to pitch black and every color in between.  Some fish are striped while others are spotted.

The diversity seen in creation reveals the wisdom of God.
If everything were just the same creation animals would not survive because they feed off one another. 

The diversity seen in creation reveals the sovereignty of God. 
He not only created all the living creatures he also controls them.

Calvin – “The abundance and variety of fishes enhance in no small degree the greatness of God in the sea.”  No matter where you look in creation you can see the greatness of God.

WISE IN VAREITY      :24-26
Manifold (NIV many) – Heb. many or much.
The idea is that something is multiplied in quantity.

Wisdom – all of creation is shaped by a unity that works together.
Creation is not just random, but everything is designed to work together to maintain life on the earth for the glory of God.

Creatures – Heb. possessions is the usual sense of the word.
Psalm 105:21b Ruler of all his possessions.

Everything God made belongs to him for his use.
Psalm 24:1 The earth is the Lord’s and the fulness thereof.

:25 Genesis 1:20-21 on the fifth day of creation God said, Let the water teem with living creatures.  So God created the great creatures of the sea and every living thing with which they teem. 

Teem – Heb. abundant meaning without limit or multiply.
The number of small forms of animal life cannot be numbered.
Spurgeon – “The sea in many regions appears to be all alive,
    as if every drop (of water) were a world (in itself).”

:26 Leviathan – sometimes called a sea monster is understood 
to be the great whales and the ocean is their playground.

God is awesome in everything he does; he is generous in creating all kinds of life and he generously provides for all his creatures.

FAITHFUL IN SUPPLY      :27-30
  Dependence      :27-28
The animals are dependent upon God to provide food for them. God determines the supply or lack of food that the animals have.
Matthew 6:26 Look at the birds of the air they do not sow or reap or store away in barns and yet your heavenly Father feeds them.

The animals could not continue to live if God did not supply what they needed to live.  The picture is of them waiting on God as he
gives them just what they need day by day to live.
:28 Open your hand – reveals the care God has for his creation.
He wonderfully gives his creatures personally what they need. 

  Application
Man like animals must wait for God to provide for his needs.
Exodus 16:4 God said, “I am about to rain bread from heaven 
and the people shall go out and gather a day’s portion every day.”

Jesus taught the principle in the Lord’s prayer.
Matthew 6:11 Give us this day our daily bread.

It is in waiting we demonstrate our trust in God to provide.
When we take things into hands we are really saying we don’t 
trust God to take care of us so we have to take care of ourselves.

  Death      :29
There are other times when God doesn’t provide for the animals.
Food shortages may result from droughts and other natural disasters which influence the balance of nature, but behind the
scenes God is working out His purposes.

Spurgeon – “Note here that death is caused by the act of God.”
God gave his creatures their life and he can take their life.

Calvin – “We continue to live, as long as God sustains us 
by his power; but no sooner does he withdraw his life-giving 
  spirit than we die.  We have our being (life) only by him.” 

Acts 17:28 In God we live and move and have our being.
The life we have is because God has given it to us.
We cannot create life we can only live the life we are given.

  Application
Eccl. 3:1-2 There is a time for everything and a season for every
activity under heaven: a time to be born and a time to die.
God in his sovereignty determines when a person is to be born
and when that person is to die.  There is no chance or fate in a 
person’s life (:35).  Our lives our determined by God’s plan.
When we lose a loved one sometimes, we became angry because we didn’t want them to die that soon, but we have to believe that
God is the one who decided how long they would live, not us.

  Life      :30
On this earth nothing lives forever and the psalmist pictures the death of animals as being caused by God taking away their spirit.

The generation that dies is then replaced with the next generation
and the cycle continues generation after generation as God’s purpose to replenish the earth.

ETERNAL IN GLORY      :31-35
  Power demonstrated      :31-32
Glory (375x) – Heb. honor or reputation meaning worthiness.
It is the unchanging beauty of the character of God.
Psalm 145:5 The glorious splendor of your majesty.

The glory of the Lord is seen in how he provides for his creation.
God didn’t just create the world and then leave it to take care of itself.  That is deism, believing God is no longer involved.  No
God continues to be personally involved in caring for his creation. 

Jonathan Edwars in, The End of Which God Created the World,
[194] – “The glory of God is actually the result and consequence 
of the creation of the world . . . God’s glory must be a desirable,
           valuable consequence of the work of creation.”

Just as we delight in what we accomplish, God enjoys the 
work of his hands.  He rejoices in the beauty of his creation.

:32 God’s power is such that he can look at the earth to cause an earthquake or touch the mountains and there is a volcanic eruption. 
He doesn’t have to move to display his almighty power.

[bookmark: _Hlk187401292]Stephen Charnock – “The power of God is that ability and strength whereby He can bring to pass whatsoever He pleases, whatsoever His infinite wisdom may direct and whatsoever His will may resolve.  God’s power is like Himself: infinite, incomprehensible.”
  Praise expressed      :33-35
Because God is so powerful and provides for my needs we can 
and should praise him for who he is: our provider and sustainer.  God cares for like no one else can care for me.

:34 Meditation – Heb. inner thoughts (64:1 prayer).
Pleasing (KJB sweet) – Heb. aggregable or take pleasure in.

May God be pleased with my thoughts towards him as he 
has given me life and sustained the world in which I live.

I rejoice – he personally celebrates God’s goodness.
Kidner – “Man’s response is personal; he alone on earth can sing to God . . . the content is meant for him, offered for his delight.”

:35 Consumed (NIV vanish) – Heb. come to an end or be finished.
Numbers 32:13 The generation that wandered in the wilderness 
for 40 years as a result of their unbelief all died.

The request is that whose who reject God’s goodness would perish from the earth so it would be filled with those who love God.

Bless – Heb. to kneel down meaning to show reverence.
Psalm 95:6 Let us bow down; let us kneel before the Lord.

Praise – Heb. to boast about meaning to celebrate.
Praise the Lord – Heb. hallelujah.
Here they are celebrating the goodness of God in caring for them.

The godly chose to honor God for his work and care for them.
Carl Armerding, an OT scholar who taught at Regent College – 
“Worship is the overflow of the heart that asks nothing of God.”

  Summary
God is demonstrating his love for man by caring for our needs.  He wants man to respond to his love and acts of kindness.  Eventually,
though, the time and opportunity will be over, and God will judge 
his world for their sin in not recognizing their creator. 

CONCLUSION
Francis was born in Assisi, Italy in 1182.  As a young man he lived an indulgent life as a soldier, but at the age of 25 he determined to serve God by imitating the selfless life of Christ in all that he did.

Although his family was wealthy, Francis denounced his personal inheritance and denied himself everything but what was necessary to live.  He devoted himself going throughout Italy preaching Christ and helping the poor anyway he could.

He was a great lover of nature and saw the hand of God in all creation.  He would help an animal as much as he would show 
the love of Christ to an individual.  It is said he freed birds from
traps so they could be free.

It is said that one day he was traveling with some friends and they came upon a place where birds filled the trees on either side of the road.  Francis told his friends to wait for him.  He went over to the trees and the birds surrounded him, drawn by the power of his voice.  One of the well-known master paintings from this time 
was done by the famous Italian artist, Giotto, and shows Francis standing and feeding the birds out of his hand.

He wrote more than 60 hymns during his life, but the most famous is said to have been written on a hot summer day in 1225, one year before he died, while he was very ill and suffering the lose of his eyesight, titled All Creatures of Our God and King.  This hymn is a beautiful expression of praise to God.  It calls everything in all 
of creation to praise God for who he is.         
 
All creatures of our God and King,
Lift up your voice and with us sing,
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thou burning sun with golden beam,
Thou silver moon with softer gleam!

Thou rushing wind that art so strong,
Ye clouds that sail in heav’n along,
O praise Him! Alleluia!
Thou rising moon, in praise rejoice,
Ye lights of evening, find a voice!

And all ye men of tender heart,
Forgiving others, take your part,
O praise Him! Alleluia!
Ye who long pain and sorrow bear,
Praise God and on Him cast your care!

Let all things their Creator bless,
And worship Him in humbleness,
O praise Him! Alleluia!
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son,
And praise the Spirit, Three in One!

O praise Him! O praise Him!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

PRAYER
The English hymn writer Isaac Watts (d.1748) 
wrote a prayer of Thanksgiving.

In Christ’s name, I humbly thank you for 
  all of your kindnesses that I enjoy 
  and for all the hopes I have.

I owe you alone, God, 
  my very life and being,
  my health and comfort.
  and the use of my mind and body.
You give me safety in the night
  and blessings in the morning.

I receive from you all blessing 
  of daily food, clothing, shelter 
  and the supports of nature 
  along with all your rich promises 
  of grace and eternal salvation.
Therefore, I pay all honor 
  and praise to you alone.
