                                              HE’S ALIVE
                                            Matthew 28:1-8

Samuel and his father along with seven others were on a plane that crashed in the jungles of Indonesia.  Everyone was killed except 20-year-old Samuel who had been sleeping and banged his head when the plane crashed.  He awoke some distance from the wreckage, with head injuries and bruises on his body.

When he regained consciousness, he saw a rescue team looking
at the wreckage of the plane but was too weak to call out to them.  Rescuers who had located the plane two days after the crash said that everyone was killed because they weren’t able to identify each person.  When the authorities brought the remains of the bodies to the family, they buried what they believed to be the bodies of Samuel and his father and then put tombstones over their graves.    

After the rescue crew left, Samuel got up enough strength and walked through the thick fog in the dense jungle for five days 
until he came to a village where a farmer found him weak and emaciated.  Outside the small clinic where he was recuperating, crowds gathered to catch a glimpse of him, shouting, “Miracle.”  

When a newspaper reporter came to interview him in his hospital bed he told the reporter, “I want to remove my tombstone that says
I am dead.”  Samuel wanted people to know that he was not dead, but alive and therefore to have his tombstone taken down.

When Jesus rose from the dead God wanted people to know he was alive so an angel was sent to roll back the stone which closed his tomb so people could see that he was no longer dead, but alive.

The hymn, Christ Arose, expresses his victory over death:
Up from the grave he arose, with a mighty triumph o’er his foes.
He arose a Victor from the dark domain,
and He lives forever with His saints to reign.

Puritan Thomas Adams – “His death did justify us, His resurrection did justify his death.  His resurrection is not only 
    the object of our faith, but the example of our hope.”
DIVINE INTERVENTION – Open tomb      :1-4
  Women      :1
The first day of the week – Sunday after the Sabbath day of rest.
Christians worship on Sunday instead of Saturday in remembrance 
of the resurrection of Christ from the dead who fulfilled all the 
OT law so that we don’t have to keep it anymore.

Mary Magdalene – Jesus had cast out seven demons (Luke 8:2).

Mary – not Jesus’ mother, but the mother James and John (27:56). 

  Earthquake      :2
Great earthquake – not an ordinary earthquake which had happened when Jesus died (27:51), but a violent earthquake
which was accompanied by the angel of the Lord.

Charles Spurgeon – “Death was going through an upheaval.  
When Christ awoke from the sleep of death, he shook the world.”

  Angel      :3
Appearance (KJB countenance) – refers to his whole being.
He was very bright and shining while his clothes were pure white. 
He appearance gives us an image of what heaven will be like.

  Soldiers      :4
Out of fear of seeing the angel, the soldiers were so frightened that they fainted.  In the Scriptures when an angel appeared the people were usually troubled because they did not expect them.

PERSONAL INVITATION – Come see      :5-6
  Seek      :5
The angel encouraged the women not to be afraid, which was a natural reaction in seeing an angel.  He had come to bring them good news – that Jesus was no longer dead, but alive.

Jesus had died on Friday afternoon at 3 pm.  Matt. 27:50 Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit.  
Joseph of Arimathea then laid his body in tomb (27:59-60).
There was no doubt to anyone that Jesus had died.
  Believe      :6
The angel tells the women that Jesus is no longer in the tomb, but he is alive just as he had told them he would rise from the dead.

Risen – Gk. to get up from lying down. 
1. Matt. 2:14 Joseph arose from his sleep when the angel spoke 
to him in a dream about taking the baby Jesus to Egypt.

2. Matt. 9:7 The lame man, whose four friends had brought him to Jesus to be healed, rose from his bed and walked out of the house.

3. Matt 27:52 Those who had died were raised from the dead.
  
To rise is the opposite of lying down.  Lying down means you are inactive while rising means you are active. Lying down can be the result of disease or sleep or death, while rising means you are alive.  There is the saying, “Dead men don’t walk.”  To rise 
means you are alive whether it is from disease or sleep or death.

  Resurrection
The resurrection of Jesus from the grave is the heart of our faith.
I Corinthians 15:17-19 If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. 18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 19 If in Christ we have hope    in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied.

Thomas Adams – “His resurrection is not only 
    the object of our faith, but the example of our hope.”

The resurrection is mentioned over 90 times in the NT.
It is mentioned in all 27 books of the NT.

  Invitation 
The angel invites the women to come see the place where his body had been laid because he had died.  The angel wanted the women to see for themselves that they body of Jesus was no longer there.
He wanted them to believe because of the evidence so they would be able to personally share the truth of the resurrection with others.

  
  Application
You must be convinced of the fact that Jesus rose from the dead.
If he didn’t rise from the dead his death was not accepted as the 
sacrifice for our sins so we are not forgiven of them. 

Thomas Watson – “Faith is seated in the understanding, 
as well as the will.”  You must choose to believe after hearing 
the truth that Jesus Christ rose from the dead. 

1. It is the promise God accepted his sacrifice for your sins.
    Romans 4:25 Jesus was delivered up for our trespasses 
                  and raised for our justification.

2. It is the proof that Jesus was the promised Messiah.
    Romans 1:4 Jesus was declared to the Son of God 
         in power by his resurrection from the dead.

SPECIFIC INSTRUCTION – Go tell      :7-8
  Share      :7
After they had been convinced that Jesus had risen from the dead they had the privilege of going to tell the disciples who had not come to the tomb that morning.  As a result of their experience, they could now tell others.  They would become the first witnesses of the resurrection of Christ.

  Application
1. You must be firmly convinced that Jesus really rose from the dead before you can be a witness to others so they can believe.
Spurgeon – “You cannot tell the message until you know it.”

2. If you are not convinced you will not be a faithful witness.
We share the good news about Jesus because we believe it.

  Fear & joy      :8
Fear – because they didn’t understand what happened.

Great joy – because of the promise that Jesus was alive.

Thomas Watson – “Faith, though sometimes has a trembling
      hand, it must not have a withered hand but must stretch.”

APPLICATION
Once we have come to believe Jesus Christ died for our sins and was raised so that we now have the power over sin in our life we are to tell others that Christ can forgive their sins and change them. 

There are two kinds of people who need to know that Christ arose:
1. Those who have never heard that Jesus rose from the dead.
There are many people who have not heard the good news
because they didn’t grow up in a Christian home or go to church.

2. Those who have heard, but don’t believe he rose from the dead.
There are people who have heard of the resurrection, but don’t believe that Jesus rose because they don’t believe in miracles.

3. Share with them what Christ has done in forgiving you of your sins.  How you are free from the guilt of them and how you have
the assurance that when you die you will go to heaven.

4. Let them know of the hope you have of everlasting life.
This life is not all there is because after we die we will either go 
to heaven to be with Christ or to hell because we have rejected 
him as the only one who can forgive us of our sins against God.

CONCLUSION
Melito, the bishop of Sardis (d.180 AD), was an influential bishop in the area around Ephesus.  He was an early defender of the Christian faith and wrote a letter titled, Apology for Christianity, in 170 AD. to the Roman Emperor Marcus Aurelius in which he asks the emperor to rethink the accusations against the Christians and to renounce the edict against them. He argued that Christianity had 
in no way weakened the empire which continued to grow despite the presence of Christianity.  His desire was that Christians would be left alone to worship Jesus as their Savior.

He gave the following sermon on Easter almost 2,000 years ago that despite the long centuries still conveys insights into the resurrection of Jesus Christ.


“He arose from the dead and mounted up to the heights of heaven.
When the Lord had clothed himself with humanity,
  and had suffered for the sake of the sufferer,
  and had been bound for the sake of the imprisoned,
  and had been judged for the sake of the condemned,
  and buried for the sake of the one who is buried,
  he rose up from the dead and cried aloud with this voice:

Who is he who contend with me?
  Let him stand in opposition to me.
  I set the condemned man free;
  I gave the dead man life;
  I raised up the one who was entombed.

Who is my opponent?
  I, he says, am the Christ,
  I am the one who destroys death,
    and triumphed over the enemy,
    and trampled Hades under foot,
    and bound the strong one,
    and carried off man to the heights of heaven.

I, he says, am the Christ.
  Therefore, come all families of men,
  you who have been defiled with sins,
  and receive forgiveness for your sins.
    I am your forgiveness,
    I am the Passover of your salvation,
    I am the lamb which was sacrificed for you.
    I am your ransom,
    I am your light,
    I am your savior,
    I am your resurrection,
    I am your king,
    I am leading you up to the heights of heaven,
    I will show you the eternal Father,
    I will raise you up by my right hand.

    This is the one who made the heaven and the earth,
      and who in the beginning created man,
      who was proclaimed through the law and the prophets, 
      who became man,
      who was hanged upon a tree,
      who was buried in the earth,
      who was resurrected from the dead,
      and who ascended to the heights of heaven,
      who sits at the right hand of the Father,
      who has authority to judge and to save everything,
      from the beginning of the world to the end of the age.

    This is the alpha and the omega.
    This is the beginning and the end,
       an indescribable beginning and 
       an incomprehensible end.

    This is the Christ.
    This is the King.
    This is Jesus.
    This is the Lord.
    This is the one who sits at the right hand of the Father,
       to whom be the glory and the power forever.  Amen.”
