                         THE REST OF THE STORY
                                   Matthew 2:13-23

Paul Aurandt was born on Tulsa, OK in September 1918.  As a boy he was so interested in radio that he made his own which he could listen to.  In High School he spent so much time at the radio station that the manger finally hired him “to limit his hours.”

After working as a Newsman and Special Events Director in Saint Louis he was hired by a Chicago radio station, where he replaced 
a network big-band program with the 10 pm news in the 1940’s.
Within a year, his nightly news became the top-rated program 
on the station.

The American Broadcast Company (ABC) brought his news show to the whole country through their network of stations.  As his popularity increased, he began speaking around the country at conventions and Universities.  More than a million people now come to see and hear him each year in person.

More than 50 years later some 22 million people every day listen to the most popular radio personality in America on over 1200 stations.  These loyal listeners tune in to hear his skillful blend 
of national news and human-interest stories. 

Part of what made him so successful was a segment of his 
news broadcast which he started back in 1946 which he called
The Rest Of The Story. This became popular because of the astonishing surprise endings of the real-life mystery stories 
behind famous people and common folks whose names we hear
in the news and read in history books.  You see Paul Aurandt was born Paul Harvey Aurandt, and now you know the rest of his story.

We know the story about Joseph, how he married Mary and how they went to Bethlehem where Jesus was born where the shepherds and wise men came to see him.  But do you know the rest of the story?  After the wise men left Joseph had to take Jesus along with Mary and flee to Egypt so that Herod wouldn’t kill the baby.

DIVINE PROTECTION      :13-15a
  Command      :13
This was the second time an angel appeared to Joseph.  The first time in 1:20 an angel told him to take Mary to be his wife because the child was conceived by the Holy Spirit.  Joseph believed the 
angel and took Mary to be his wife.

God now sends another angel to warn Joseph that Herod wants 
to kill the baby and they need to flee for their lives.  God was not going to allow an evil person to kill his Son who came to died for our sins.  Man’s evil plans can never destroy the purpose of God.
God is in control of every situation which we face in our life.

1.  The command was urgent – they were to leave now.
2.  The command was explicit – they were to stay there. 

Egypt was the natural place for them to flee because the border was close and they would be outside of the area Herod controlled.

Barclay – “Often, throughout the troubled centuries before Jesus came, when some peril and some persecution made life intolerable for the Jews, they sought refuge in Egypt (which was to the south).  The result was that every city in Egypt had its colony of Jews . . .    when Joseph and Mary reached Egypt, they would not find
                  themselves in the mist of strangers.”

  Obedience      :14-15a
By night – so they would not be noticed by others as they left.
Joseph left immediately for Egypt.  He didn’t argue about what he thought the best solution for them would be or delay until a more
convenient time came for them.  He just did what God required.

  Punishment      :15 
King Herod died about 3 months after they had moved to Egypt. Josephus wrote that Herod suffered from a fever, an intolerable itching over his whole body, continual pains in his colon, tumors on his feet and inflammation of his stomach.  The description makes it sound like he suffered greatly before he died.

Sometimes God judges his enemies quickly so they can’t harm any more innocent people than they already have.  God allowed him to kill his wives, his children and many other people, but when Herod
tried to kill the Messiah God took his life.  

  Application  
Throughout the story of Joseph, we are never told that he says anything.  He never speaks one word in the Scriptures, but his obedience speaks volumes about his faith and walk with God.

Joseph was obedient even though this was inconvenient.
He did what God wanted him to do not what was easy to do.

  Prophecy      :15b
This is a quotation from Hosea 11:1 which is a reference to God leading his people out of Egypt in the Exodus.  Matthew is telling us that Israel’s sojourn in Egypt was a picture of prophecy.

These pictures in the OT are called “types” and all are fulfilled 
in Christ who came to fulfill the promises of God to us.

  Application
Divine protection is based on our obedience to God’s will.
When we do what God wants us to do, he will take care of us.
It doesn’t mean we will not have problems or difficulties, 
but it does mean God will provide for our needs.

It is easy to follow the will of God when life is easy, 
but the real test of our faith is following God when life 
is hard, difficult, trying and inconvenient.

Walking with God is not always being happy, healthily and successful.  Sometimes it is hard, difficult and uncertain as
it was for Joseph and Mary as they headed for Egypt.

Joshua 1:5 God told him, “Just as I was with Moses, so 
I will be with you. I will never leave you or forsake you.”

Hebrews 13:5 I will never leave you or forsake you.
SPECIFIC GUIDANCE      :19-20
This is the third time an angel has come and told Joseph what to do (1:20; 2:13).  This time he is to go back to the same place they had left just several months earlier.  That would take great courage and trust that God would continue to protect them. 

:20 He was given specific instructions about what to do.
God also gave him the reason he was to return to Israel.

  Application
The grace of God will not lead you where the power of God can not keep you.  God will never ask you to do something for him
where he cannot provide for all of your needs. 

It takes great trust in the power and faithfulness of God to go back to the same thing you left because things have changed now.  We usually don’t like to go back; we like to move forward forgetting the past.  God sometimes takes us back to face the past so we can demonstrate our trust in him.

PERSONAL OBEDIENCE      :21-23a
  Dream      :21
This is the third time God has spoken to Joseph in a dream.
· He was told to take Mary as his wife (1:20-23).
· He was told to take Mary and Jesus to Egypt (:13-14).

  Command      :22
Now he is told to go back to live in Israel again.
Walking with God can change the direction of your life.

  Obedience      :23a
Joseph would obey not understanding why they were going back.
He would go not knowing what the future held for them.

God can tell us what to do, but we have to do it.  It is in the doing
of God’s will in our life that we learn to trust him completely.

Hudson Taylor the great missionary to China once said, “If we are
 obeying the Lord, the responsibility rest with Him, not with us.”
Joseph probably thought they would settle down in Bethlehem because that is where they had come from and it was the home town of their forefather David.  It would be the logical place for the future king of Israel to be raised.

Joseph was afraid that Archelaus would be as cruel as his father Herod had been and he was right.  When Archelaus became king one of the first things he did was to kill 3,000 Jews while they worshipped in the temple.  Even though Herod was dead it was still not safe for them to live in Judah with Archelaus ruling.

In response to Joseph’s concern for their safety God gives him another dream and further direction about living in Nazareth
which was his hometown and not under control of Archelaus.

APPLICATION
1.  God doesn’t give us His whole plan for our life at once.
     If He did, we could choose to reject it because we didn’t like it.
     We would then decide if we wanted to go along with his plan.

2.  God leads us one step at a time in our lives.
     He wants us to follow His guidance one day at a time.
     He gives us direction, but it is up to us to obey.

     As we obey one step God gives us another step to follow.
     Our faith in God becomes stronger as we take each step.

3.  God rewards our obedience with his protection. 
     Following God’s will brings safety and comfort to our lives.
     When we do what God wants us to do he gives us what is best.

Proverbs 3:5-6   Trust in the Lord with all your heart
                     and lean not on your own understanding;
                        in all your ways acknowledge him,
                      and he will make your paths straight.
                        KJB – He shall direct your paths.
                     Direct – Heb. to lead or make right.

God will direct our life if we will follow his guidance.
ILLUSTRATON
William was born in 1918 on a dairy farm outside of Charlotte, NC where he lived with his two sisters and brother.  During the Great Depression the farm barely survived when milk went down to 5 cents a quart and his father lost his life savings of $4,000 when 
the banks closed their doors.

He wanted to be a professional baseball player but knew that he would never get enough experience to play in the big leagues.
As he grew up, he thought that he would inherit his father’s farm along with his brother and that he would continue to farm the rest of his life because he loved farm life, especially the dairy part of it.

At the age of 16 he went to hear an evangelist who was traveling 
through Charlotte, NC and went forward to receive Christ as his Savior.   Later he said that at the moment something happened and he knew that he was different.

His parents saw an ad in Moody Monthly Magazine about Florida Bible Institute and took him there to visit.  He loved the warmer weather and the palm trees and decided to go to school there.
While he felt God was calling him to preach, one night the prayed,
            “Lord, I’ll go where you want me to go and 
                        I’ll be what you want me to be.”

In 1947 he held his first all city Crusade in Grand Rapids, MI.
Two years later during the Los Angeles Crusade he was put into the media spotlight by being put on the cover of Life Magazine.

During his 50 years of ministry Billy Graham was pastor to ten
presidents from Harry Truman in the 1940’s to George Bush in 
the 2000’a and has been given the title “America’s Pastor.”

He has preached to more than 200 million people in person around the world on every continent and has been able to share the gospel behind the Iron Curtain, in North Korea and China.
 

Looking back over his life Billy Graham said, “I know that God always had his hand on my life, leading me step by step.  God has  a plan for each life.  I am convinced one of the joys of heaven will be discovering the hidden ways that God, in his sovereignty, acted in our lives on earth to protect us and guide us so as to bring glory
                    to his name, in spite of our frailty.”

CONCLUSION
When we walk with the Lord in the light of His Word,
What a glory He sheds on our way!
While we do His good will, He abides with us still,
And with all who will trust and obey.

Not a shadow can rise, not a cloud in the skies,
But His smile quickly drives it away;
Not a doubt or a fear, not a sigh or a tear,
Can abide while we trust and obey.

Not a burden we bear, not a sorrow we share,
But our toil He doth richly repay;
Not a grief or a loss, not a frown or a cross,
But is blessed if we trust and obey.

PRAYER
Jeremy Taylor (d.1667) was imprisoned at least three times
because of his loyalty to the English crown.  Later he served as a bishop in Ireland and vice-chancellor of Trinty College in Dublin. 

Prayer for Godly Desires:
Fix my thoughts, my hope and my desires 
  upon heaven and heavenly things.
Enrich my understanding with an eternal treasure 
  of divine truths so that I may know your will.
And you who work in us to will 
  and to do your good pleasure, 
  teach me to obey all your commandments 
  and believe all your revelations, 
  and make me a recipient of all your gracious promises.

