PERFECT GIFTS
Matthew 2:11

Prison Fellowship is Christian ministry started by Charles Colson
which ministers to inmates.  During the Christmas season they have a program called Angel Tree which gives gifts to the children
of inmates.  These gifts are given in the name of the parent as a reminder that mom or dad still loves them even though they can’t
be with them.  The volunteers share the Gospel with every child,
telling them of God’s love for them.    

A few years ago, five inmates from a Las Vegas prison raised money for the Angel Tree program and a prison escort drove them to the local Wal-Mart store.  They began searching for the hottest toy that year which was the Mighty Morphin Power Rangers.
There was just one left.  The men grabbed it and they continued shopping for other gifts.  A few minutes later they noticed that someone had stolen the Power Ranger out of their cart.

The inmates were outraged.  “Nobody steals from us!” they declared.  With the help of the store manager, they recovered the toy and the manager warned the inmates to keep a sharp eye on their possessions.  Why?  Because there were so many criminals
hanging around the store at Christmas.


The custom of giving gifts goes back to the Roman festivals where people gave food, small items of jewelry, candles and statues of gods.  When people became Christians, they continued to give gifts to one another because of the example of the wise men who gave special gifts to Christ.

One of the challenges we face when buying gifts for people is finding the right gift for the right person.  We want to match the gift to person so that the gift is meaningful and useful.  Often
we give a gift because it is something the person needs or is
something they want.


Wise men      :1
They were probably astronomers who lived in Persia and held positions in the court of the king.  They came representing their king by giving gifts to the new-born king of Israel.  They came to Jerusalem, the capital of Israel, led by the star expecting to find the new-born king in the place. 

  King      :2
Since the time of David, a thousand years earlier God had promised Israel they would have king to rule over them like David had done.  II Samuel 7:12 God told David, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you . . . and I will establish his kingdom. 

But over the centuries they had lost their king because of their sin.
For the past 600 years since the time of the Babylonian captivity the nation of Israel had not had a king.  Instead, they had been ruled by other nations such as the Greeks and now they were under the rule of the Romans. 

But now God had provided a king for the nation in keeping with his promise and Magi had come to honor and worship him.

Many of the Christmas carols proclaim Jesus as King:
Come and worship, Come and worship Christ, the newborn King.

This is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing.

Joy to the world the Lord is come, let earth receive her King.

  Hark the herald angels sing, Glory to the new-born King.

             Noel, Noel, Born is the King of Israel.

This was the fulfillment of the angel words to Mary in Luke 1:32
The Lord will give him the throne of his father David and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever his kingdom will never end.
Jesus was born to succeed David his forefather as king of Israel.  
His reign would last forever, not just a few years like other kings.

Jesus is king whether people accept him or reject him like Herod.  He was born king over the world he created.
GOLD – royalty of a king
In Bible times it was the custom that when you visited a king you would bring him a gift.  They celebrate his birth with three gifts.

Treasures – Gk. a place where valuable things were kept.
Matt. 6:19 Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth 
where moth and rust destroy and thieves break in and steal.
The Magi would have brought their gifts in some kind of box.

Gold – was the greatest metal known to man so it was a very fitting gift to give to a king because it was a symbolized his greatness.
It does not rust like iron and it cannot be imitated because it is so heavy.  It is soft so that it can be easily made into beautiful objects.

Because gold is pure and almost indestructible it is indeed a royal metal useful and fit for a king.  In the ancient world gold was far rarer and more expensive than it is today.  The Romans were the first ones to mine gold from the ground in large quantities.

  Fulfillment of Prophecy
Psalm 72 which speaks about the reign of the Messiah in :15
May gold from Sheba (Southern Arabia -Yemen) be given to him.

Isaiah 60:6 From Sheba they will come bearing gold.
People from this distance land would acknowledge his kingship.
This was partly fulfilled when the wise men brought Christ gold when he was born, but will be completely fulfilled when he reigns over the whole earth during the millennium (1,000 years).

  Application
As king Jesus should be the ruler over our lives.
The question we must ask is do I do what he wants me to do:
· With the choices I make in my life.
· With the activities I am involved in.
· With how I spend my time.
· With how I spend my money.
Allowing Christ to be king of my life means I submit my will to what he wants me to do so that he receives the glory in my life. 
FRANKINCENSE – offering of a priest
Frankincense was a gift for a priest because it was one of four ingredients used to make the incense which the priests burned twice a day before the Lord as part of their regular worship.
Only the priests were allowed to make and handle the mixture which they burned as a sweet fragrance to God.

Frankincense is a whitish-yellow resin which comes from making cuts on the terebinth tree so that the sap would slowly ooze out and then after two weeks harden so that it is collected in small lumps.  It is a time-consuming affair which made it expensive.  The best
grade was taken from the third and fourth scrapings which would take several months.

  Application
The function of a priest means bridge-builder.  A priest is someone who builds a bridge between God and man.  Man needs someone to go between God and himself because he is sinful.

When Job was suffering because he had lost his family and 
his health he longed for someone who would go between
him and God so that they could talk about his suffering.
Job 9:33 If only there were someone to arbitrate between us,
to lay his hand on both of us.  (Someone to connect us together).

The motto of the Army Chaplain was:  
To bring God to men and men to God.
That is exactly what the job of a priest was to do.

On the night before he died Jesus told his disciples in John 14:6
             “I am the way, the truth and the life,
         no one comes to the father except through me.”

The only way to God is through our high priest, Jesus Christ
who gave his life as the sacrifice for our sins.  No one can come 
to God on their own – they can only come through Christ the priest who died in their place so they could be forgiven of their sins.


MYRRH – symbol of his death 
Myrrh was used to embalm the body for burial.  It is a reddish-brown resin which is gotten by cutting the trunk of a myrrh shrub so that the sap oozes out and then hardens in small lumps.  While it releases a high-grade sap the trees are smaller and they produce less resin so it is also expensive because it is so time consuming.  

The word myrrh comes from Hebrew root which means bitter, 
like the bitter herbs used in the Passover meal to remind them 
of their slavery and suffering in Egypt.

Because of its aromatic smell it was used to make incense and perfume. Psalm 45:8 all your robes are fragrant with myrrh.

In Exodus 30:23 myrrh was one of the four ingredients which made up the holy anointing oil that was used to consecrate the priests for service to God in the tabernacle.

 The ancient Egyptians used myrrh to embalm their kings.  In fact, when the tomb of King Tutankhamen, who died in 1340 B.C. was opened in 1922 over 3200 years later, the air inside was thick with this rich smell which covered over the stench of death.


After Jesus had been crucified we read in John 19:39 Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about 75 pounds.  Taking Jesus body, the two of them wrapped it with the spices, in stripes of linen.  This was in accordance with Jewish burial customs.   
It was the Jewish custom to put sweet smelling spices between 
the folds of the linen as the body was wrapped for burial.

  Application
Jesus came to give his life for us so that our sins could be forgiven.
John 10:10-11 He said, I came that they might have life.  I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.

Jesus came to die in our place so that we could be forgiven of our sins forever and therefore accepted by God to be part of his family.
Our acceptance is based on being forgiven through Jesus Christ.
SUMMARY
The Christmas choral, We Three Kings, written by John Henry Hopkins, Jr. in 1857 explains the meaning of each of the three 
gifts given to Jesus by the Magi.

Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain
Gold I bring to crown Him again
King forever, ceasing never
Over us all to reign

Frankincense to offer have I
Incense owns a Deity nigh
Prayer and praising, all men raising
Worship Him, God most high

Myrrh is mine, its bitter perfume
Breathes of life of gathering gloom
Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying
Sealed in the stone-cold tomb.

APPLICATION
The wise men teach us an important lesson about loving Christ they came for one reason and that was to worship with their hearts.
They didn’t come to see what they could get from Christ they
came to bring him gifts that revealed their hearts of worship. 

True worship involves giving our lives to God:
1. Your time to worship him 
Spend time each day in reading the Bible and prayer for yourself.
Read one chapter a day to read through the NT this year.

Make it a priority to come to church each week.
That will mean you have to say No to other things.

2. Your talents to serve him 
Some people play a musical instrument they could use in worship.  
You could teach a class or be part of a committee here at church.


3. Your money to honor him  
Do you give regularly and faithfully to support God’s work?
God’s desire is that we give him a tenth of our income so 
that we show we are depending upon him to take care of us.

ILLUSTRATION
Jerome was a Hebrew and Greek scholar who was made a Bishop in 378 AD.  Ten years later he moved to Bethlehem where Jesus was born to devote himself to studying the Scriptures and writing. He lived the rest of his life there until he died in 420 AD. 

While he wrote many commentaries on the Bible, his greatest accomplishment which took 20 years was to translate the Greek manuscripts of the New Testament into Latin so the people could read the Bible in their own language.  This Bible became known as the Latin Vulgate, which is still used by the Catholic Church today.
  
One night he had a dream that Jesus visited him.  In the dream, he collected all of his money and offered it to Jesus as a gift.  The Lord said, “I don’t want your money.”  So Jerome rounded up all of his possessions and tried to give them to Jesus.  Again, the Lord said, “I don’t want your possessions.  

Jerome then recalled the moment in his dream when he turned to Christ and asked, “What can I give you?  What do you want?”  
Jesus simply replied, “Give me your sin, that’s what I came for,
      I came to take away your sin.  Give me your sin.”

Jesus wants to give you the gift of eternal life in exchange for you giving Him your sin.  What an exchange of gifts!  Are you willing to give Christ the gift he wants most from you – your sin?








CONCLUSION
What Child is this who, laid to rest,
On Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,
While shepherds watch are keeping?

This, this is Christ the King,
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
Haste, haste to bring Him laud,
The Babe, the Son of Mary.

So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh,
Come peasant, king to own Him;
The King of kings salvation brings,
Let loving hearts enthrone Him.

Raise, raise a song on high,
The virgin sings her lullaby;
Joy, joy for Christ is born,
The Babe, the Son of Mary.

PRAYER
Our Heavenly Father, we thank you for sending Jesus to be:
Our King, who reigns in our hearts by faith and will one day rule the nations of the world when he brings his glorious kingdom to earth where justice with reign and evil will be punished.

Our Priest, whoever lives to make intercession for us.
We can come to him at any time with any request knowing 
that he will always hear us and give us grace to help in our 
time of need so we might trust him more.

Our Savior, who willingly died for our sins to be forgiven.
We can only say thank you and worship you for your great 
love which you displayed on the cross for all mankind.
