                                  HEROD – Heart Revealed
                                             Matthew 2:1-8

They were known to many Iraqis as “the wolf” and “the snake.”
Odai, Saddam Hussein’s oldest son, was called the wolf because 
he was a sadist who tortured athletes for losing matches and a  tantrum thrower who beat underlings and rivals to death, along with being a show-off who collected fast cars and jungle pets.

Qusai, his younger brother, was the snake because he quietly amassed enormous power through his control of state intelligence and security services and who oversaw the brutal crushing of rebellious political movements in the country.

Odia would kill people because he enjoyed it or more often because he was mad at them.  Qusai would kill people so the 
family could hold on to their power in Iraq.  Odai was brutal 
as he beat a servant to death, killed an army officer for refusing 
to let him dance with his wife and in 1988 murdered his father’s favorite bodyguard and food-taster.

 Qusai was just as evil as he oversaw the brutal crushing of the uprising by Shiite Muslims after the 1991 Gulf War leaving behind mass graves and a death toll well into the thousands.  As a result 
of his ruthlessness and success in crushing the rebellion he was rewarded by his father by being put in charge of Iraq’s elite Republican Guard and the secret of police.

The two brothers were killed in a six-hour shoot-out on July 22, 2003 when United States soldiers stormed the villa where they were hiding out in the northern city of Mosul.  Their deaths symbolized the two faces of evil in the family-run dictatorship 
of Saddam Hussein.

There are people who will do anything to hold on to their power. 
In 1887 English historian John Acton described abuse of power, 
“Power tends to corrupt and absolute power corrupts absolutely.”
The problem is that because man is sinful, he wants to control
what will happen and how it will affect him.
The temptation is to take things into our own hands so we control what will take place instead of trusting in the sovereignty of God.
The real issue is who is in control of your life: you or God?
Who do you really trust: your choices or God’s sovereignty?

AUTHORITY CHALLENGED      :1-2
Herod’s father had appointed him military commander in Galilee and he had helped the Romans defeat the people living there. As a reward for his service, he had been appointed governor in 47 BC and had been given the title of “King of the Jews” 7 years later.
By this time Herod had been reigning as king for about 35 years.

During those years he had undertaken great building projects.  He rebuilt the city of Samaria; he rebuilt a city on the Mediterranean with a man-made harbor and called it Caesarea in honor of the emperor along with other settlements and fortresses throughout the land.  He also built the Antonia fortress by the temple area.  But the greatest of all his building projects was the reconstruction of the Temple which he had begun in 19 BC some 14 years earlier.  Because of all his building projects he was called Herod the Great.

Wise men – (KJB magi) – Gk. oriental scientist (:7,16).
The name given to astrologers, seers and interpreters of dreams.

:2 They were probably from Babylon, came to Jerusalem the capital of Israel believing that the king would be born there.  They must have read the OT prophecies about the Messiah and the star confirmed he had been born so they came to honor him.

Their hearts were focused on worshiping this new born king.
English hymn writer Isaac Watts in 1719 expressed it:
Joy to the world! The Lord is come: Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing.

The Christmas Carol What Child Is This expresses it: 
   Come peasant, king, to own him; The King of Kings 
     salvation brings, Let loving hearts enthrone him.
True worship is acknowledging Jesus Christ is King over us.
We honor him because of who he is and what he did for us.
ATTITUDE TROUBLED      :3-6
  Question      :3-4
Troubled (NIV disturbed) – Gk. to shake together or agitate.
It means to be unsettled and thrown into confusion because 
something has happened which frightens and scares you.

Matt. 14:26 When the disciples saw Jesus’ walking on the lake,
(in the middle of the night) they were terrified.

Herod was troubled because he was not the rightful King of the Jews.  He was half Jew and half Edomite (descendant of Esau) so he didn’t have a legal right to the throne of Israel and he knew it.  

He was afraid and upset that if someone was born who really was the rightful heir to the throne he would be replaced.  He wasn’t going to just give up his position which he had held for so long.

:4 Inquired (KJB demanded) – Gk. the imperfect tense used means that he repeatedly asked the religious leaders where the Messiah was to be born because he demanded answer from them.  He was not just going to ignore what the Magi had told him.

Matthew Henry – “Herod was troubled, from the mistaken notion that the kingdom of the Messiah would clash and interfere with 
the secular powers; whereas the star that proclaimed him (Jesus)
    king plainly intimated that his kingdom was heavenly.”  

Application
People who are not believers do not understand spiritual truth.
1. It bothers them that God is in control of their lives, not them.

2. It troubles them they have to submit their will to God’s will.

3. It tries their belief that there is only one truth which is God’s. 

4. It upsets them Jesus is the only one who can forgive their sins.

5. It challenges their feeling of security in themselves.

The result is that they often reject God’s truth for something else.
Rom. 1:21 They did not honor God . . . but they became 
futile in their thinking and their foolish hearts were darkened.
  Answer      :5-6
It was general knowledge that the Messiah would be born 
in Bethlehem.  John 7:42 the common people said to one another,
    “Does not the Scripture say that the Christ will come from
David’s family and from Bethlehem, the town where David lived?”  

:6 The religious leaders knew the town where the OT scriptures predicted the Messiah would be born according to Micah 5:2.

ACTION DETERMINED      :7-8
Secretly – because he didn’t want anyone to know his evil plan.
Proverbs 20:5 The purpose in man’s heart is like deep water.

:8 He pretended he wanted to go and worship the child, but he was just telling the Magi what they expected him to say so they would
not become suspicious of his motives.  He was playing a role outwardly, but inwardly he was determined to kill this child.

Herod was now 70 years old and in poor health.  It would be years before this child who had been born would become king and Herod would be dead, but he would have no rival for the people to look forward to while he reigned on the throne.  

Joseph Benson (1850’s) – “Herod believed the Jewish Scriptures, and that the birth of the Messiah was foretold in them.  And yet . . . he was contriving to destroy Him; destroy him whose birth and 
            reign he believed, had been infallibly foretold.”

Application
Truth challenges our emotions because it makes us decide 
between believing and accepting it or disbelieving and rejecting it.  Our feelings often control our actions.  We act out how we feel 
towards someone or something which confronts us.

1. Pride causes us to become angry when we are confronted with being wrong because we are forced to change our behavior.  

2. Anger causes us to become stubborn so we refuse to change our thoughts which eventually control our actions and behavior.

Don’t allow your emotions or feelings to control your behavior.
Allow the truth of God to guide your thoughts so your behavior is 
based of the truth of the Word of God, not your deceitful heart. 

Jeremiah 17:9 The heart is deceitful above all things and desperately wicked, who can understand it?  You cannot trust 
your feelings because they are controlled by your sinful nature.

Matthew Henry – “A man may be persuaded of many truths, 
and yet may hate them, because they interfere with his ambition, 
or sinful indulgences. Such a belief will make him uneasy, and 
the more resolved to oppose the truth and the cause of God.”

ANGER DEMONSTRATED      :16
Tricked (KJB mocked, NIV outwitted) – Gk. deceive or play with.
Matt. 27:29, 31, 41 used of the soldiers mocking Jesus 
The idea is that you don’t have any respect for the individual.

It is hard for us to imagine that he would kill all of the male babies in the area two years and under out of anger for being deceived.
You need to know that just a few years earlier Herod had killed 
his wife, her mother and three of his sons because he thought they were plotting to overthrow him as king.  He was cunning, crafty and cruel and would do whatever it took to hold on to the power of his throne.  Power had corrupted him completely.  Herod was so evil that the Roman Emperor Augustus once said bitterly,
     “It was safer to be Herod’s pig than Herod’s son.”

Because Bethlehem and the area around did not have many people it means that probably not many sons were killed, but the few that were killed caused great grief to their families and even greater evil in the sight of God who had created them.

The two years determined by Herod were probably expanded from what the Magi told him so that he would be sure the child would be killed and there would be no chance that he would live because he was born earlier or later than he had been told by them.


APPLICATION 
When confronted by the truth we make a decision either to accept the truth and change or reject the truth and fight against it. 

1. Acceptance is seen by a change in our attitude and behavior.
We realize what we think and do is a reflection of what we believe.
Our acceptance of God’s truth causes us to change our thoughts about who God is, how we loving treat others and the words we say that bring honor to God because of what he has done for us.

A.W. Pink in Sovereignty of God – “To bow before the sovereign will of God is one of the great secrets of peace and happiness.”

2. Rejection is seen by our resistance to change our behavior.
We continue to do just what we have always done before.
Our rejection of God’s truth is seen in our negative attitudes towards God, how we treat others and the words we choose to use.

William Barclay – “There are those who would destroy Jesus Christ, because they see in him the one who interferes with their lives. The one whose desire is to do what he likes has no use for Jesus Christ.  The Christian is the one who has ceased to do what he likes, and has dedicated his life to do as Christ likes.”

ILLUSTRATION 
Right beliefs preserve our life while wrong beliefs, on the other hand, can lead to disaster and death.  Several years ago in Indiana 52 people died prematurely because they didn’t receive medical treatment.  The leaders of the church taught that going to the doctor was sinful because it showed a lack of faith in God.

In another case an 11-year-old diabetic boy died because his parents held to a religious belief that sickness is not real and therefore they refused to given him insulin.  In both cases,
wrong beliefs led to tragic consequences.

Rejection of the truth always leads to disaster in a person’s life. Rejection of Christ as Savior results in eternal destruction. 
CONCLUSION
The Christmas choral, There Is Room In My Heart For Thee, 
was written by Emily Elliot in 1864.  She wrote it for children in her father’s church to perform. They were among the casualties 
of the Industrial Revolution, and she wanted them to know that 
she and Jesus loved them. God’s love and the hope of heaven promised better times ahead.

Thou didst leave Thy throne and Thy kingly crown,
When Thou camest to earth for me;
But in Bethlehem’s home was there found no room
For Thy holy nativity.

Heaven’s arches rang when the angels sang,
Proclaiming Thy royal degree;
But of lowly birth didst Thou come to earth,
And in great humility.

Thou camest, O Lord, with the living Word,
That should set Thy people free;
But with mocking scorn and with crown of thorn,
They bore Thee to Calvary.

O come to my heart, Lord Jesus,
There is room in my heart for Thee.

PRAYER
The prayer, The Gospel Way, in the Valley of Vision:
Blessed Lord Jesus,
No human mind could conceive or invent the gospel.
  acting in eternal grace, 
Thou art both its messenger and its message,
  lived out on earth through infinite compassion, 
  applying thy life to insult, injury, death,
  that I might be redeemed, ransomed, freed.






Blessed be thou, O Father, for contriving this way,
Eternal thanks to thee, O Lamb of God,
  for opening this way,
Praise everlasting to thee, O Holy Spirit,
  for applying this way to my heart.

Glorious Trinity, impress the gospel on my soul,
  until its virtue diffuses (spreads over) ever faculty;
Let it be heard, acknowledged, professed, felt.






          
