                                            ONE OF US
                                         Matthew 1:22-23

Robert Stevenson, the grandfather of the famous Scottish author of children’s books Robert Louis Stevenson, was well respected as a gifted engineer for his invention of intermittent lights used in the
lighthouses he built along the Scottish coast during the late 1700’s.

He worked with his stepfather, who was lamp maker and ingenious mechanic.  At the age of 19 he was entrusted with the supervision of a lighthouse on an island in the Clyde River.   He went on to build many lighthouses, but the most important one he built was the Bell Rock Lighthouse 12 miles off the coast of Scotland.

The rock was the scene of many shipwrecks as it lies just below the surface of the sea for all but a few hours at low tide.  It was estimated that the rocks were responsible for wrecking up to six ships every winter.  

In one storm alone, 70 ships were lost off the east coast of Scotland
so lighthouses were very important to the shipping industry and to the land of Scotland.  Stevenson served for almost 50 years as an engineer to the lighthouse board during which he designed and oversaw the construction of numerous lighthouses.

He used different sources of light and designs for reflective lenses
along with rotation and shutter systems which provided each lighthouse with its individual signature so ships could identify each lighthouse along the coast.  For this invention he was awarded a gold medal by King William I of the Netherlands.  

In 1872 on the 100th anniversary of his birth a large celebration was arranged to honor his achievements.  As part of the festivities, a parade was held in which many banners were displayed.  One of
 the banners that best expressed the spirit of the occasion was held high by a local farmer with the simple statement: ONE OF US.

The common people found great joy in the fact that the great Robert Stevenson was identified with them.  He had come from their town and had lived his life with them.

The promise of Christmas is that the eternal God came to earth 
to become one of us literally and physically.

PROMISE – God’s Spiritual Presence      Isaiah 7:14
  Historical Background
The time was 700 years before the birth of Christ.  The Northern kingdom of Israel was in alliance with Syria to capture Judah the Southern kingdom.  Judah’s king Ahaz was afraid about what might happen to his kingdom.  He was a wicked king who didn’t follow the law of God and therefore he knew he was in no position to claim God’s presence or power for deliverance.

Nevertheless, God sent Isaiah to the king to give him assurance that God would indeed deliver the people, not for Ahaz’s sake, but for the sake of the Lord’s own faithfulness to his people.  

God offered the king a sign that the message was authentic, but the king because he didn’t believe in the Lord wouldn’t accept a sign.
Then the Lord said he would give the king a sign in verse 14. 

  Spiritual Promise 
The sign was really the promise God would be with his people just as he had always been throughout their long history.  God would 
never leave or forsake his chosen people.

God promised he would be with his people:
Genesis 26:3 Isaac during the famine not to go down to Egypt.
Genesis 28:15 Jacob when he fled from his brother Esau.
Genesis 39:2 Joseph when he was in Potiphar’s house.

Exodus 3:12 Moses when God called him to deliver Israel.
Joshua 1:5 Joshua to lead the nation into the Promised Land.
I Samuel 18:14 David before he became king of Israel.
Various visible signs showed God was with his people:
Exodus 13:21 The cloud by day and pillar of fire by night.
Exodus 25:8 The tabernacle to dwell among them.
Exodus 25:22 The ark of the covenant to be his dwelling place.

One old commentator wrote, “The terms of the prophecy are so peculiar, and the name of the child so expressive, containing in them much more than the circumstances of the birth of a common child required, that we easily suppose, that they raised the hopes
       far beyond what the present occasion suggested.” 

God used prophecies to connect events in history even though they are separated by hundreds of years.  Often there is both a physical and a spiritual meaning to prophecies.

  Word virgin
The Hebrew word for virgin is almah which is used seven times.
It was used to describe a female who had never had sex.
Gen. 24:16 Rebekah was a virgin; no man had ever lain with her.
Ex. 2:8 Miriam the girl and unmarried sister of Moses.
Sol. 1:3, 6:8 The maidens in the royal court of the king.

In every instance where the word occurs in the OT the context strongly implies the girls were virgins, not just young women.

About 250 years before Christ was born 70 Jewish scholars translated the OT Hebrew Bible into the Greek language so 
those Jews who didn’t read Hebrew could understand the OT.  
This translation is called the Septuagint – meaning seventy.  

When these scholars came to Isaiah 7:14 they translated the 
word almah with a Greek word that has only one meaning
and that is virgin.  

The famous medieval rabbi, Rashi – “The one who will conceive 
is a girl, who has never in her life had intercourse with any man.  Upon this one shall the Holy Spirit have power.”  
  Application
The Word of God is specific, detailed and trustworthy.
It is accurate in all its details so you can completely trust it.

Trust the Word of God before you believe what science, history, and physiology tell you because the Word of God is always true. 

FULFILLMENT – Jesus’ Physical Birth      Matthew 1:22-23
Matthew clearly saw that the birth of Jesus was the supernatural 
birth which Isaiah had foretold 700 years earlier.  This was the 
literal fulfillment of the promise God had given Ahaz.  

The fulfillment was the fact that God was with his people through the presence of his Son.  The birth of Jesus was a visible sign God was with us not just in spiritually but physically and personally.

God’s presence was no longer here just in spirit, his presence was
here in the person of his son Jesus Christ.  John 1:14 The Word became flesh and dwelt among us and we beheld his glory.

Dwelt – Gk. literally tabernacled meaning he set up his tent.
It is to live in a temporary dwelling place.

Among – Gk. together with or in the company of.
“Still cloaked in His divinity, Christ stepped into humanity.”   

There are two kinds of names for Christ in the Bible:
1.  His proper name – Jesus which the angel gave him :21.

2.  His descriptive names – which reveal his character such as:
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace or Emmanuel.

To be called – to fulfill the meaning of a title which are used to describe his character.  Emmanuel points out his nature:  He is 
God who has taken on a human body to live among his people. 

There could be no greater blessing given to us than for God to come and live among his people so they could know him personally and have a relationship with him intimately.

APPLICATION
The key word in this name of Jesus is with which reveals the incarnation – God became a man.  The infinite God who created everything became a little baby so he could live among us.

1. God is not ahead of us to keep us straining towards him but never being able to completely reach him.  God is not behind us making us look back to think about “the good old days which leaves us frustrated.”  God is not above us never really involved in what we are doing so we are left alone.  God is not below us so we can dictate to him what we what him to do for us.
  
2. God is with us so he can walk beside us to know what we go through so he can feel our pain and comfort our sorrows.  There is no disappointment or frustration or pain or sorrow of failure which Jesus does not understand because he lived here on earth with us.  

The reason he became a man was so he could die in our place.
Only a perfect person could die as the substitute for our sins. 

ILLUSTRATON 
One raw winter night a man heard an irregular thumbing sound against the kitchen storm door.  He went to a window and watched as tiny, shivering sparrows, attracted to the evident warmth inside,
beat in vain against the glass.

Touched, the farmer bundled up and trudged through fresh snow 
to open the barn for the struggling birds.  He turned on the lights, tossed some hay in a corner, and sprinkled a trail of saltine crackers to direct them to the barn.  But the sparrows, which had now scattered in all directions when he emerged from the house,
still hid in the darkness, afraid of him.
He tried various tactics: circling behind the birds to drive them toward the barn, tossing cracker crumbs in the air toward them, retreating to his house to see if they would flutter into the barn 
on their own.  Nothing worked.  He, a huge alien creature, had terrified them; the birds could not understand that he desired to help them.

He withdrew into his house and watched the doomed sparrows through a window.  As he stared, a thought hit him like lightening from the clear blue sky: If only I could become a bird – one of them – just for a moment.  Then I wouldn’t frighten them so.  
I could show them the way to warmth and safety. 

God became a man so he could show us the way to God.
Matthew Henry – “If he had not been Emmanuel – 
God with us, he could not have been Jesus – our Savior.  

Emmanuel brought God to be with us and us to be with God. 

CONCLUSION
Emmanuel, Emmanuel, His name is called Emmanuel;
God with us, revealed in us: His name is called Emmanuel.

The hymn, Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus, was written by Charles Wesley in 1744.  He was inspired to write hymns that would prepare hearts for the coming of Jesus at Christmas. upon Old Testament prophecies and the anticipation of the Messiah, Wesley put himself in the place of the Israelites who had long 
cried out for a Savior. 

Part of its endurance is the brilliant use of repetition. In just 
two stanzas of eight lines, Wesley repeats “born” four times, highlighting Christ’s mission – to deliver, to reign, to set free.

Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free;
from our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in thee.
Israel's strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art;
dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart.

Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a King,
born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring.
By thine own eternal spirit, rule in all our hearts alone;
by thine all sufficient merit, raise us to thy glorious throne.

PRAYER
Ephrem the Syrian (d.373) was a leading theologian on the eastern side of the Roman Empire.  He was a popular hymn-writer and more than 400 of his hymns still exist today.  His book, Hymns Against Heresies, reveal that heretical teachers used hymns to teach their false doctrine.

He wrote a prayer, Doxology of the Incarnation.
Glory to you who clothed yourself in Adam’s mortal body 
  and made it a fountain of life for all mortals.

He that was from above condescended to those 
  who were below to give his own treasures to them.
Thus, though the needy drew near to this humanity,
  they received the gift from his divinity.

Glory be to him who received from us in order that 
  he might give to us so that through what is ours 
  we might more abundantly receive of what is rightly his!

Indeed, through that mediator, 
  humanity was able to receive 
  life from its Savior, 
  as through an earlier mediator 
  it had received death from its killer.

You, O Lord, are the one who made for yourself 
  the body of a servant so that through it you might 
  give to those who long for you all that they desire.



