GREATEST COMMAND
Mark 12:28-31

During a visit to Korea, two American businessmen were highly amused to see a young farmer hitched to a plow which was guided by his father.  Later they learned that 
both the father and son were Christians who had sold their only ox to provide money for a new church building.  

“What a stupendous sacrifice!” exclaimed one of the businessmen.  “Not really,” replied a missionary who 
was accompanying them: “They were only sorry they 
had but one ox to give to the Lord’s work.”

Loving God is seen in our commitment to him.
Do I send time every day with God?
Do I give him first place in my decisions?
Do I love him more than my possessions?

FIRST COMMANDMENT      :28-30
Scribes – copied the scriptures so they knew them well.
They were also lawyers who interpreted the OT law.
They based their authority on what other rabbis taught.

The religious leaders had been debating with Jesus about paying taxes (:13-17) and the resurrection (:18-27).  
Jesus had answered them wisely so they had no reply.

Which commandment – of the 613 listed in the OT law.
The commandments were divided into three categories:
Moral (Ten commandments), social (towards neighbors), religious (toward God).  Of the 613 commandments 248 were seen as positive and 365 as negative.

Among the Jews there were many different opinions about the commandments.  The religious leaders were divided 
on which commands were the most important.  Once again, they wanted to trap Jesus into giving a controversial answer.

Important (KJB first) – Gk. literally first in order or rank meaning in influence, principle or significance.  
I Corinthians 15:3-4 I delivered to you of first importance . . . 
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he 
was buried, that he was raised on the third day.

:29 Hear, O Israel – is a quote from Deuteronomy 6:4.
This is called the ‘Shema’ which is the Hebrew word ‘hear.’
The Jews were to recite the entire Shema (Deut. 6:4-9) every morning and evening as a reminder of their faith in God.

The Lord is one – the Jews worshipped only one God, Yahweh. He was the creator of heaven and earth and everything in them.
He continues to sustain the world which he created. 

Psalm 145:14-15 You cause the grass to grow for the livestock and plants for man to cultivate, that they may bring forth food from the earth and wine to gladden the heart of man, oil to make his face shine and bread to strengthen man’s heart.

Henry – “Yahweh is the one only living and true God; he only is God, and he is but one. The firm belief of this self-evident
   truth would effectually arm them against all idolatry.”

This statement, the Lord is one, was the distinction between Jews and Gentiles who worshipped many gods who each controlled different areas of life: weather, war, birth and death.

Note: The last letter of the word ‘hear,’ and the last of the word ‘one’, are both written in very large characters in the Hebrew Bible, to denote the greatness of the command, and to call our  attention to the significance of it.

:30 Love – Gk. agapao meaning a choice you make 
to be completely devoted to or to love someone dearly.
It is to desire or long for or to prize above other people.
Psalm 27:4 One thing have I asked of the Lord, that I will seek after: that I may dwell in the house of the Lord to gaze upon 
         the beauty of the Lord and to inquire in his temple.
Heart – our emotions to express delight, joy and thanksgiving.  How can I express my love for him?
· Spend time in reading your Bible.
· Thanking God for his blessings.

Soul – our will to choose to do what is right.  
What decisions do I need to make to honor him?
· How I spend my time each day.
· How I spend my money.

Mind – our intellect and thoughts to understand.  
What truth do I need to believe to trust him?
· That God is sovereign over all things.
· That God loves me unconditionally.

Strength – our ability and talents to serve.  
What does God want me to do for him?
· Be a servant to others at home and work.
· Choose to be involved in a ministry at church.

J.C. Ryle – “We are to give love, the strongest of the affections and the most comprehensive.  A rule like this includes everything.  It makes all petty details unnecessary. Nothing 
will be intentionally lacking where there is love.  We are to 
            love God better than (we love) ourselves.”

SECOND COMMANDMENT      :31
MacArthur – “Jesus took the question one step further by stating the second greatest Commandment, because it was critical to an understanding the complete duty to love.  This commandment is of the same nature and character as the first.”
     Genuine love for God is followed in importance 
                  by a genuine love for people.”

  Two categories
The Ten Commandments were divided into two categories.
The first four commandments are about our relationship to God and the last six are about our relationship to others. 
Love your neighbor as yourself – quote from Leviticus 19:18 You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself.

Ryle – “We are to deal with our neighbor in all respects 
as we would like him to deal with us.  We may easily err 
in our affections towards others, either by thinking too little 
                           or too much of them.”

APPLICATION
 The Ten Commandments define the love we owe our neighbor.
 1. You shall have no other gods before me.

Neighborly love doesn’t withhold the truth about the one, true God from others, but rather tells them the truth so they might believe.

Eph. 4:25 Let each one of you speak the truth with his neighbor.
Unbelievers need to know there is one living, true God.
They have no hope of salvation if they don’t believe in the true God who holds them accountable for their sins against him.

There are not many ways to God or heaven, but one way 
through Jesus Christ who came to earth to die for their sins.
John 14:6 Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth and the life.
No one comes to the Father except through me.”

2.  You shall not make for yourself a carved image or any likeness of anything that is in heaven or that is in the earth.

Neighborly love doesn’t present false images of God to others.
Eph. 4:15 GNB – Speaking the truth in the spirit of love.
Don’t tell them that God will always bless their lives.
Instead tell them that God will punish sin that is not forgiven.

3.  You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain.

Neighborly love uses God’s name with reverence in the
presence of others so they can be struck by awe for His holiness.
Be careful not to use curse words and if you do admit that you have sinned against God.  Don’t make excuses for your language.

Eccl. 5:2 Be not rash with your mouth to utter a word before God.
Be careful about making or taking a vow in God’s name
because you will be held accountable by those who heard you.
You don’t want your words to be disgrace to God’s holy name.

4.  Remember the Sabbath day, to keep in holy.  Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath
    to the Lord your God.  On it you shall not do any work.

Neighborly love prevents me from being a stumbling block 
for others toward observance of the Lord’s Day.

Don’t have a party at your house on the Lord’s Day, 
instead have it some other day of the week.

Don’t do your yard work on the Lord’s Day so that others 
will see you don’t keep the Lord’s Day sacred or special. 

5.  Honor your father and mother, that your days may be 
long in the land that the Lord your God is giving you.

Neighborly love honors the authority which God has placed 
in my neighbor to oversee his family.
  I will respect my neighbor’s family as I do my own.
  I will not interfere with my neighbor’s family.
  I will encourage strong family relationships.

6.  You shall not murder.

Neighborly love protects and respects the lives of others.
  It treats each person with dignity and respect.
  It cares for the needs of others.
  It sympathizes with their hurts.



7. You shall not commit adultery. 

Neighborly love doesn’t betray marital love; neither does it infringe on the relationships of others in their family.
Don’t be too friendly with someone else’s spouse.
Be careful about spending time with another spouse.
If you spend time then there should be other people around.

8. You shall not steal.

Neighborly love steals from no one and protects the property of all.
Don’t take what doesn’t belong to you.
If something is left outside just leave it alone.
If you think it is valuable then go tell them.

 9. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

Neighborly love is truthful to all, without partiality.
Always tell the truth even if it is hard to say.
Tell the same truth to everyone instead of just some.
Don’t share gossip about others because it destroys relationships.

10.  You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; or wife, 
or his servant . . . or anything that is your neighbor’s.

Neighborly love withholds personal desires that are harmful.
  I will not desire to have my neighbor’s property.
  I will not judge my neighbor for what he owns.
  I will choose to be content with what God has given me.
I Timothy 6:6 Godliness with contentment is great gain. 

SUMMARY
Keeping the Ten Commandments will not earn you God’s favor.
Breaking one of them means you are guilty of all of them.
As a result of breaking them we are guilty before God.
We can only be forgiven by Christ who perfectly kept them.
Salvation from our guilt is only through faith alone in Christ alone.


Watson – “Though a Christian is not under the condemning power of the law, yet he is under the commanding power.  To love God,
to reverence and obey him, is a law which always binds him.”

CONCLUSION
I love you with the love of the Lord.
Yes, I love you with the love of the Lord.
I can see in you the glory of my King;
And I love you with the love of the Lord.

A second chorus states the unity we have in Christ.
We are one in the bond of love,
we are one in the bond of love;
We have joined our spirit with the Spirit of God,
we are one in the bond of love.

PRAYER
The prayer, Christian Love, in the Valley of Vision:
O Lover of the Loveless,
It is thy will that I should love thee
  with heart, soul, mind, strength,
  and my neighbor as myself.

But I am not sufficient for these things.
There is by nature no pure love in my soul;
Every affection in me is turned from thee;
I am bound, as slave to lust,
I cannot love thee, lovely as thou art,
  Until thou does set me free.

Order all my ways by thy holy Word
  and make thy commandments the joy of my heart.
May I grow in thy love and manifest it to mankind.


