WHO IS GOOD?
Luke 18:18-23

At the El Dorado Gold mine near Fairbanks Alaska they will take you on a tour of mining techniques during the Gold Rush days in the early 1900’s.  Each person is given a pan and a bag of dirt and stones.  You pour it into the pan and add water from a trough.
Then you swirl it around to stir up the silt and allow the gold 
which is heavy, to sink to the bottom.

The tour guides would pull out small nuggets of gold.  The tourists often did not find any gold because they were concerned about discarding something of value from their pans.  The result is they are not willing to throw away worthless stones to find the gold.
 
Sometimes our possessions keep us from finding what is truly valuable.  Jesus meets as man who is more concerned about holding on to his earthly wealth than inheriting spiritual life.

      Luke 9:25 What does it profit a man if he gains 
      the whole world and loses or forfeits his soul?

JESUS      :18
  Title
Ruler – was a general word for a government official.  Not only did he have a position of authority, but he was also wealthy (:23).

Good teacher – What did he see in Jesus that he called him good?  Was it his kindness to others or his healing of those who were sick? Or was he trying to flatter Jesus to get eternal life?

This title was not used by the Jews and never attributed to even the best rabbis because they believed goodness was an attribute which only belonged to God who was perfect.

Good – Heb. excellent, pure or upright meaning nothing wrong.
  Psalm 119:68 You (God) are good and do good.
  Psalm 145:9 The Lord is good (kind) to all.
  Nahum 1:7 The Lord is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble.
  Question
What must I do – he was asking what deed, task or work he needed to preform because he was willing to do whatever it took.

Inherit – Gk. to obtain or receive a portion.
The word is used of receiving property after the owner died.
In the NT it is used of receiving eternal life after death.
John 3:16 God so loved the world . . . that whosoever believes 
   in him (Jesus) shall not perish, but have everlasting life.

He thought he could earn eternal life by some act or deed.  
How could he get assurance he would live after death?
Because we earn everything in life, he thought he could earn 
life after he died as well, like an insurance policy.

  Application
People naturally want to do something to earn their salvation because most of what we have we have had to work for.

They think that if they do the right things God will be pleased.
They don’t understand that Christ has done the work in dying for our sins so there is nothing we can do or need to do but believe.

William Temple – “I can contribute nothing to my own salvation, except the sin from which I need to be redeemed.”

GOD       :19
  Question
Jesus was forcing him to reflect on his own perception of who 
he was.  What was it about Jesus that made him good?  He went around doing good (Acts 10:38) such as healing people, but what was it that made him “good” in his character?  

 The answer is: All the goodness that is in God is in Jesus.
He was God who took on a human body to show who God is.
Thomas Brooks – “Christ is the greatest good, the choicest good,
    the chief good, the must necessary good.  He is a pure good, 
               a real good, a total good and an eternal good.”

  Statement
Jesus states it in the negative first – “no one is good”
and then the positive – “except God alone.”
Psalm 14:3 There is none who does good, not even one.

Stephen Charnock – “Jesus does not here deny his Deity, 
but reproves (the rich young ruler) for calling him good, 
when he had not confessed him to be more than a man.”

  Good
The original old English word for ‘God’ is ‘the good’ because 
he is good toward us in showing mercy.  Without his goodness towards us we would not survive because of our wickedness.

Our English word ‘good’ means: what is advantageous, beneficial, desirable, proper, right, useful, valuable or virtuous. We think that something is good when it benefits our desires or meets our needs. 

  God is good
Psalm 119:68 You (God) are good and do good.
Stephen Charnock, in The Existence and Attributes of God wrote
145 single space pages explaining the goodness of God.  

He wrote – “There is none good but God (then gave four reasons):
1. God is only originally good, good of himself.  He depends upon
    no other for his goodness; he has it in and of himself.

2. God only is infinitely good.  A boundless goodness that knows
    no limits . . .  not only good, but goodness itself.

3. God is only perfectly good.  Nothing has an absolutely perfect
   goodness but God.  The goodness of God is the measure and rule
   of goodness in everything else.

4. God only is immutably (unchangeably) good.  Other things 
    may be good by supernatural power, but not immutably good 
    in their own nature.  God is so good, that he cannot be bad.  
    Psalm 52:1 KJB The goodness of God endureth forever.”

Charles Spurgeon – “God is essential goodness in himself, 
          and in every attribute of his nature, he is good.  
              There is none good but one, that is God.”

Psalm 145:9 The Lord is good (kind) to all.
J.I. Packer – “Goodness in God means something admirable, attractive and praiseworthy.  When the biblical writers call God ‘good’, they are thinking in general of all those moral qualities 
             which prompt His people to call him perfect.”

We cannot completely comprehend the beauty of the character of
God because we are sinful and our minds are limited, but we can trust in his goodness which is demonstrated towards us.

Puritan prayer book, Valley of Vision – “I cannot find out thy perfections, but I know Thou art good, ready to forgive, plenteous in mercy.  Thou hast displayed thy goodness in all thy works.”

ME      :20-22
  Actions      :20-21
The commandments – refer to the law of God by which our conduct is measured to see if we are righteous or guilty.

The commandments which Jesus refers to are the second part which refer to our relationships with others.  He does not mention the first four about worshiping the true and living God.

:21 He honestly believed he had kept all of the commandments in relationship to others.  In other words, he claimed to be a good moral person.  He was self-righteous like the Pharisee who went to the temple to pray (:11 I thank God I am not like other men). 

His statement is surprising because we know that we cannot keep these commandments ourselves.  He was either lying to appear to be good or did not really understand what each of the commandments really meant. 

People believe that if they live a good and moral life they earn 
the right to receive eternal life based on their good behavior.
The truth is: our goodness will not earn us anything before God.
We are born in sin and therefore commit acts of sin.  As a result, we are guilty of breaking God’s law and deserved to be punished.

Second London Confession (1689) – “God accepts persons 
  as righteous; not for anything wrought (worked) in them 
        or done by them, but for Christ’s sake alone.”

No one is saved by their good deeds.  Salvation cannot be earned.
It is a free gift given to those who trust Christ as their Savior.

  Attitude      :22-23
Jesus did not challenge his statement that he claimed to kept these commandments even though he could have because no one is able to keep the commandments because we are sinful.

Jesus knew the sin that was in his heart which was his love of wealth and his attitude toward his possessions.  He loved his possessions more than he loved God who gave them to him.
His possessions had become his idol and replaced love for God.
In other words, he had broken the first commandment in Exodus 20:3 You shall have no other gods before (besides) me.

He had asked Jesus what he could do to inherit eternal life (:18).
Lack – Gk. absent or missing (Titus 1:5; 3:13 of supplies).
Jesus challenged him to exchange his temporary treasure here 
on earth for greater spiritual eternal treasure in heaven.  He could
show is sincere desire by giving away his wealth to others.

:23 Description of affluence in Jesus’ day: “Their property held them in chains . . . chains which choked their faith and hampered their judgment.  They thought of themselves as owners, but it was they who were owned enslaved as they were to their own property,
      they were not masters of their money, but slaves to it”

William Barclay – “He was living utterly selfishly.  He was rich and yet he gave nothing away.  His real God was comfort and what he really worshipped was his own possessions and his wealth.”

APPLICATION
Psalm 14:3 All have turned aside; together they have become
    corrupt; there is none who does good, not even one.
Note: this same verse is repeated in Psalm 53:3 and quoted 
by Paul in Romans 3:11 to emprise man’s total depravity.

Calvin – “Men have departed far from God.  Nothing is to be
      found either of purity or integrity in their whole life.”

1. Everyone sins because we were born with a sin nature.
2. Everyone stands guilty before God because of their sins.
3. The good we do does not outweigh the sins we commit.
4. God must punish sin because he is holy.

Our salvation is founded on the fact that Jesus was good.
He fulfilled the commands of God that we could not. 
He died so we could be forgiven for breaking God’s laws.
· Admit you are a sinner – because you are.
· Believe Jesus died for you to be forgiven – for all your sins.
· Confess Jesus is your Savior – so others will believe.

CONCLUSION
The poem I’d Rather Have Jesus was written in 1922 by Rhea Miller to express a deep commitment to Jesus over worldly possessions, fame, or power.

The words were left on a piano in the home where the young man, George Beverly Shea lived.  He saw them and was inspired by the poem so he composed the accompanying music, creating the hymn as we know it today. 

During World War II a thousand grim marines sat on a South Pacific Island listening to a gospel message punctuated with gunfire.  When the chaplain finished a marine, who had been a former opera singer, stood up to sing the hymn, I’d Rather Have Jesus.  As he sang more than half of the company came forward 
to profess faith in Christ as their Savior.

The hymn became popular as it was sung by George Beverly Shea more times than any other hymn during Billy Graham crusades to call people to trust Christ for salvation from their sins.

                     I’d rather have Jesus than silver or gold,
I’d rather be his than have riches untold;
I’d rather have Jesus than houses or lands.
I’d rather be led by his nail pierced hand.

I’d rather have Jesus than worldly applause
I’d rather be faithful to His dear cause
I’d rather have Jesus than worldwide fame
Yes I’d rather be true to His holy name.

Than to be the king of a vast domain
And be held in sin’s dread sway.
I’d rather have Jesus than anything
This world affords today.

PRAYER
The prayer, “The Broken Heart” in The Valley of Vision:

Lord, no day of my life has passed 
  that has not proved me guilty in Thy sight. 
I am a nothing, a dark guest, a sinner without hope. 
I confess my transgressions, 
I humble myself before Thee, 
  and I cry for mercy. 

I am weary, ignorant, helpless, and poor; 
  yet I trust in Thy compassion. 
Let Thy mercy be made perfect in my weakness, 
  and let me find rest in Thee.


