WITNESS OF BELIEVERS
John 17:20-26

Unity is defined as: agreement; being one; oneness in belief or desire.
Being the same does not always produce unity because unity is based on oneness of belief.
Augustine said, “The only thing which really unites men is a common desire for the same ends.”
Today, the US Marine Corps refers to itself as a “band of brothers” because they have the same goal.

True Unity      :20-23
  Witness      :20
Jesus now prays for all those who will believe in him because of the witness of the apostles.
Word – Gk. logos means an idea expressed by a sound.  It was the logic or reason expressed by a word.
It is the same word used of Jesus who is the expression or revelation of God to us (1:1).

How does someone come to understand and know the truth about Christ and forgiveness of their sins?
Rom. 10:14 How are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard?
                      And how are they to hear without someone preaching?

The disciples would be witnesses of the life and ministry of Jesus.
Acts 1:8 You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be 
    my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.

Those include the millions of people throughout all history who would believe.
Rev. 7:9 I looked and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation,
from all tribes and people and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb.

Unity      :21
One – Gk. single person or thing instead of many.  6:8 One of Jesus’ disciples Andrew . . .
6:70 Jesus said, “Did I not chosen twelve of you and yet one of you is a devil.”
[bookmark: _Hlk111201483]One – implies unity rather than division or a whole instead of individual parts. 
Note: Jesus prays for this four times in this prayer (:11,21,22,23) for emphasis. 

[bookmark: _Hlk111201688]There are three great unities presented in the Bible:
· The unity between the Persons of the Godhead – Father, Son and Spirit
· The unity between the persons of the Godhead and the believer.
· The unity between believers themselves.
Unity is achieved when all believers are listening to the same Holy Spirit.

Kuiper – “Unity is of the essence of the body of Christ.”
Ephesians 4:5-6 There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all,
who is over all and through all and in all.
Tozer – “Unity in Christ is not something to be achieved; it is something to be recognized.”

You sent me – the unity of different people from different cultures would show the world
that it was their faith in Christ as Savior which brought them together – not anything else.
The slogan of Serve Wenatchee Valley – “Our unity is our witness.”


  Glory      :22
Glory – is often used to refer to the revelation of the character or person of God.
Jesus had showed his disciples the character of God in caring for people and declaring the truth.

The glory God had given Jesus was the gospel, not the glory he shared with the Father from all eternity.
Gill – “Jesus means the gospel, which is glorious in its author, matter and subject, in its doctrines.”
  
  Witness      :23
[bookmark: _Hlk111556806]Jesus would be in his followers, and the Father would be in him so believers might be brought to the
complete unity that the Father and Son have with one another as a result people would believe in Jesus.

The unity of believers not only serves to convince the world that Christ is the Savior, but that Christians
have been caught up into the love of God for the Son and are secure because of the love of God for them.

Future Destiny      :24
Father – describes the relationship between the first and second members of the Trinity (:25).
Jesus in his prayer in the garden of Gethsemane calls God his father (Matthew 26:39).
His request is for believers to be with him in heaven to see his glory (14:3).

Glory – Gk. excellence, dignity, magnificence, majesty, preeminence.
It is his majesty in the sense of the absolute perfection of his deity (Revelation 1:13-16).

Calvin – “Christ speaks of the perfect happiness of believers, as if he had said,
that his desire will not be satisfied till they have been received into heaven.”

Relational Love      :25-26
  Knowledge of God      :25
The people in the world do not know God because they have rejected the revelation he has given them.
Romans 1:20 God’s invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been 
    clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made.

I know you – his nature (who he is), mind (what he thinks) and will (what he is going to do).
This includes: his love, grace, promises, salvation and good will to his people. 

  Character of God      :26
Name – in Scripture was a description of a person’s character.
The name of God represented his character which is: just, loving, holy, righteous, perfect and sovereign.

Through the indwelling Holy Spirit Jesus would continue to reveal to the disciples the character of God.
They would come to understand of God in their own lives like Jesus had in his relationship with God.

Tozer – “Unity in Christ is not something to be achieved; it is something to be recognized.”
Philippians 4:2 I entreat Euodia and I entreat Syntyche to agree in the Lord.

John Fawcett 1782              Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love!
The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.

Contemporary song:    We are one in the bond of love, we are one in the bond of love;
We have joined our spirits with the Spirit of God, we are one in the bond of love.
