                                   HEAVEN OUR HOME

                                            John 14:1-6

Most cultures believe that there is some kind of life after death.
Buddhists and Hindus believe in nirvana, which promises the bliss

of being absorbed into the supreme spirit.  Native North Americans believe they will have eternal hunting grounds.  Muslims believe they will live in palaces with sensual delights.   
Jews believed in life after death and that those who were righteous would be in the presence of God after their physical life ended.

Psalm 16:10-11 You will not abandon my soul to the grave . . .

You have made known to me the path of life; in your presence 

is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures forevermore.
Psalm 17:15 I – in righteousness will see your face; 

when I awake, I will be satisfied with seeing your likeness. 

Psalm 73:24-25 You guide me with your counsel and afterward 

you will take me into glory.  Whom have I in heaven but you?

   And there is nothing on earth I desire besides you.

The Christian concept of heaven is even greater than that of the 

OT because we have a symbolic description given in Revelation 21-22 of the beauty and grandeur of what heaven will be like.

Alexander Maclaren – “Heaven is a place of blessedness and peace.  We are left by its biblical description with an image of 
a life that will far transcend anything we have known hitherto. 
So incredibly glorious is it, that we are compelled to express 
it by symbols of grandeur and majesty gathered from what is 
       noblest and best in human building and society.”

TRUST IN CHRIST      :1

Let not – the disciples had a choice either to let their emotions control them or to trust the promise that Jesus would make.
Heart – was believed to be the seat of a person’s emotions which in turn determine if you are at peace or troubled over events.
Troubled – Gk. to be agitated or to stir up.
Used of the water in the pool of Bethesda was stirred up (5:4).
When used about emotions it means to be uneasy and unsettled.  

1. When Jesus saw the people weeping because Lazarus had died 
    he was greatly troubled (11:33). 
2. Jesus was troubled in his soul when he thought about his coming
    death for which he had come to earth (12:27).
Jesus had just told the disciples that he was going away and that they would not be able to come with him (13:33).  The expressions on their faces must have showed him that they were worried.

You believe in God – they believed there was one true God who had created and controls the world in which they lived.  Jesus asks the disciples to have the same faith in him that they have had in God – complete trust.  His statement was intended to calm the fears of the disciples who are uncertain about what will happen.
  Application

1. Life is full of uncertainty about what will happen in our lives.
· Death can take a loved one from us
· Sickness can change our life

· People can disappoint us, fail us and turn against us
· Life can be unfair as we suffer for doing good
2. If you believe in the sovereignty of God over your life then 

you don’t have to become upset over uncertainty in your life.
ROOM FOR ALL      :2

Rooms (KJB mansions) – Gk. dwellings meaning places to live.
John 14:23 We will come to him and make our home with him.
This is the only other time this word is used in the NT.
The Latin Vulgate (400 AD) translated the word mansions 

(large dwelling) which the KJB (1611) followed.  Since heaven 

is pictured as the Father’s house, it is more natural to think of dwelling places (NAS) or rooms (NIV) within a house then 

how lavish the place will be where we will live forever.  

D.A. Carson – “The point is not the lavishness of each apartment, but the fact that such ample provision has been made that there is more than enough space for every one of Jesus’ disciples to join
                     him in his Father’s home.”
  Size
Revelation 21:16 The angel measured the city with his rod, 
12,000 stadia.  Its length and width and height are equal.

The heavenly city is about 1,380 miles across which is the distance by sea from Jerusalem to Rome and that high as well.  It is described as something so large they could not comprehend it. 
It is a perfect cube like the holy of holies in the tabernacle where the presence of God dwelt.  The point is that there will be more than enough room for all the redeemed throughout all history.
Oswald Sanders – “No disciple need fear exclusion, there 
                    would be ample room for all.”

Rev. 7:9 I looked and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages standing before the throne clothed in white robes. 
Note: The Jehovah’s Witnesses are wrong in saying only 144,000 (Rev. 7: 4) will be in heaven and those who are not part of that group will live somewhere else that is less glorious than heaven.

If there were not ample space for all believers in heaven Jesus would not have told the disciples that he was going away to prepare a place for them to come and later be with him.

  Application
No one will be left out because there is not enough room.  They will only be left out because they have not had their sins forgiven.

John 3:16-17 God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son that whosoever believes in him should not perish, 

but have everlasting life.  For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through him.  Salvation from our sins comes from Christ alone. 
  Preparation
Prepare – Gk. to make the necessary preparations.
This comes from the oriental custom of sending before a king on their journey people to level the roads and make them passable.
Philemon 1:22 Prepare a guest room for me, for I am hoping
that through your prayers I will be graciously given to you.
Paul was expecting he would be released from house arrest in Rome and to come to visit Philemon (Acts 28:30).
The word is also used of heaven being prepared for us.
Hebrews 11:16 God is not ashamed to be called their God,

(Abraham and Sarah) for he has prepared for them a city.
John Gill – “This (heavenly city which God prepared) proves 

God is not ashamed of his relationship with them since he has made a provision for them to dwell with him for all eternity.” 
Rev. 21:2 I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.
Everything will be ready like a bride on her wedding day.

This beautiful city will be ready to accept those who are holy because their sins have been forgiven by the blood of Christ.
Believers having been made holy will be ready to enter heaven.
PROMISE OF RETURN      :3
Jesus’ promises that if he goes to prepare a place, he will then come back to take them to be with him. He is the one who will personally come back to take his people to heaven to be with him. 

The picture which Jesus uses is that of a Jewish wedding in which after the couple was engaged (KJB betrothed) the bridegroom would return to his father’s house to prepare a home for his bride

while the bride prepared herself for the wedding.  When the wedding took place then the groom would take his bride to the

house he had made where they would then live together. 

Acts 1:11 When Jesus was taken up in the clouds the angels said to the disciples, “This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way you saw him go into heaven.”  
Titus 2:13 We are waiting for the blessed hope, the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ.

When Jesus returns to earth from heaven, he will take those who are here with him back to heaven to be with him forever.

ASSURANCE OF FUTURE      :4-5

    Statement      :4

The way to heaven is obedience to the will of God which Jesus had been teaching them.  Carson – “Because they know him they 
    do know the way to the place he has just prescribed.”

  Question      :5

Thomas asked an honest question because he didn’t understand Jesus was talking about heaven.  Because he didn’t know the destination, he didn’t know how to get to where Jesus was going.

ENTRANCE THROUGH CHRIST      :6
I am – exclusive claim to being the way, the truth and the life.

Jesus is not one way, but the only way to God and eternal life. 
The way – that leads to God because he came to die for our sins.
John 8:42 I came from God and I am here.  I came not of my own accord, but he sent me. God the Father sent Jesus his son to show us that the only way to God is through the sacrifice of Christ.
The truth – that reveals who God is and what he requires of men to be saved from their sins.  The law with over 600 commandments revealed our sin because we could not keep them. 

John 1:17 The law was given through Moses; but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.  Who showed us the truth from God that we could never perfectly keep the law, so we needed someone to keep it for us which Jesus did and that we needed someone 

to die in our place for our sins so we could be forgiven.
The life – that is eternal and spiritual not temporary and physical. 
I John 5:12 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life.  We are given spiritual life which will result in eternal life when we trust Christ as our Savior.
Except (KJB but) – Gk. sets conditions or limits.
Except through me – a strong affirmation that salvation only comes through Christ alone. To say anything else is to lead people to believe a lie instead of the truth to be saved.

Acts 4:12 Salvation is found in no one else for there is no other      name under heaven given to men by which we can be saved.
APPLICATION

1. God is absolutely holy and cannot be in the presence of sin.

Therefore, those who are sinful cannot be allowed into heaven.  

2. Only those who have trusted in Christ as their personal Savior
so, their sins are forgiven by his sacrifice on the cross will be allowed in heaven. 

ILLUSTRATION 
This is the story of John Todd from Vermont in the early 1800’s.
When he was a little boy, his parents died.  A kind aunt opened her home and heart to him, rearing him as her own son.  Years later,

when he was grown and had a home of his own, he received a letter from his aunt who, after a lingering illness, was dying.

He wrote her this letter in reply: 
“It is now 35 years since I, a little boy of six, was left quite alone in this world.  You sent me word that you would give me a home and be a kind mother to me.  I have never forgotten the day when 
I made the long journey of ten miles to your home in North Killingsworth.

I can still recall my disappointment when, instead of coming for me yourself, you sent your hired man to fetch me.  I remember 
my tears and my anxiety as, perched high on your horse and clinging tightly to your servant, I rode off to my new home.

Night fell before we finished the journey and as it grew dark, I became lonely and afraid.  ‘Do you think she’ll go to bed before 

I get there?’  I asked anxiously.  ‘Oh no!’ he said reassuringly.
‘She’ll surely stay up for you.  When we get through these 

woods you’ll see her candle shining in the window.’
Presently we did ride out into the clearing and there, sure enough, there was your candle.  I remember you were waiting at the door, that you put your arms around me and that you lifted me – a tired and bewildered little boy – down from the horse.  You had a fire burning in the hearth, a hot supper waiting on the stove.  After supper you took me to my room, heard me say my prayers, 
and then sat beside me till I fell asleep.                                    

Now you probably realize why I am recalling all this to your memory.  Some day soon God will send for you, to take you to a new home.  Don’t fear that summons, the strange journey or the dark messenger of death.  God can be trusted to do as much for you as you were kind enough to do for me so many years ago.

At the end of the road, you will find him waiting just for you.

And you will be safe in God’s care.  I shall watch and pray

for you till you are out of sight and then wait for the day
when I shall make the same journey myself and find you 

waiting at the end of the road to greet me.”
CONCLUSION
The hymn, O, That Will Be Glory, was written by in Charles  Gabrial in 1900.  The inspiration for the song came from a man is named Ed Card, who was the superintendent of the Sunshine Rescue Mission in St. Louis, MO. During worship services 
at the mission, Card would frequently exclaim, “Glory!”
 and he became known as “Old Glory Face.” 

When all my labors and trials are o’er,
And I am safe on that beautiful shore,
Just to be near the dear Lord I adore,
Will through the ages be glory for me.

When, by the gift of His infinite grace,
I am accorded in heaven a place,
Just to be there and to look on His face,
Will through the ages be glory for me.


Oh, that will be glory for me,
Glory for me, glory for me,
When by His grace I shall look on His face,
That will be glory, be glory for me.

PRAYER
Heavenly Father, we come before You today with grateful hearts, seeking peace and assurance amidst the trials and tribulations of this world. As we meditate upon the promise of your return for 

us we give our worries and anxieties to You and to trust in 
Your divine plan.
As we journey through life, there are moments when the weight 
of our circumstances feels unbearable. Troubles come in many forms—loss, pain, disappointment, and uncertainty. Yet, we 
cling to the promise that You will certainly return for us. 
We pray for the grace to focus on the eternal perspective that 
Jesus provides. Help us remember that our time here is fleeting; 
it is but a vapor in light of all that awaits us in Your presence. While we navigate through the tribulations of this earthly life, grant us the foresight to recognize the hope we have in the 
eternal home that has been promised to those who believe. 

Father, thank You for the remarkable promise that Jesus will 
come again to receive us unto Himself. This assurance brings us immense comfort, knowing that our relationship with Him extends beyond the struggles of this life. As we live each day, may our hearts be ever mindful of this hope. Strengthen us, O Lord, to remain steadfast in faith as we await His glorious return—where He will gather us to Himself in the fullness of joy forever.
