


ACCUSING GOD
Job 19:7-12

After the horrors of Auschwitz, a German concentration camp 
in Poland where hundreds of thousands of Jews were killed, 
Elie Wiseel lost his faith in God.  He wrote, “Where were you, 
God of kindness?” recalling the evil he and others suffered.  
“In my childhood I did not expect much from human beings.  
But I expected everything from you (God).”

He later realized that his faith had never really left him.  “It is because I believed in God that I was angry at God, and I still am.”
You don’t get angry at someone you don’t believe exists.

We might feel guilty expressing our anger at God but there were biblical characters who did as they expressed their emotions.
David wrote Psalm 13:1 Will you forget me forever?
He questioned where God remembered what he was going through. 

Jeremiah in 20:7 he wrote, “You deceived me, Lord.”
He felt God had misled or tricked him because the prophecies 
he had proclaimed in the name of the Lord had not taken place.

There are times in our lives when we feel either God does not know or care about what I am going through because he does not seem to be there to change my situation.  The result can be that 
we are angry with God or we accuse God of injustice. 

Background
Job was prosperous with great wealth, seven sons and three daughters.  Satan asked God if he could challenge Job’s faith by taking everything he owned away (chapter 1).  When Job still held on to his faith Satan asked to take Job’s health away and caused him to suffer greatly from the boils all over his body (chapter 2).

His wife told him to “curse God and die” (2:9) but he continued 
to hold on to his faith even though his friends accused him of sin.
Philip Yancey in his book, Disappointment With God, wrote,
“Gradually the suffering wears down Job’s most cherished beliefs. How can God be on his side? Job wonders . . . A crisis of faith brews inside him.  Is God unfair?  Such a notion calls into 
question everything Job believes, but how else can he explain 
                               what has happened?”

Job gives us five pictures of how he feels about God in the midst 
of his personal physical and emotional suffering.

1.  Criminal in court      :7
Violence (KJB wrong) – Heb. hamas meaning cruelty or injustice.
It was used of physical attacks and murder (Genesis 6:11).

Violence – that was done to him when he lost his property, then his ten children and finally his own health.  Satan destroys what is good and steals what is meaningful because he is evil and wants 
us to reject God.

Not answered – even though he continued to ask God for answers to his suffering he didn’t get any.  God was silent and Job could not understand why.  He wanted an answer but none came.

Job felt God had wronged him by arresting him and punishing him when he had done nothing wrong.  We can feel that way when we don’t understand why God allows trouble to come into our lives.

  Application
God wants us to trust him even when we don’t understand what is happening to us and he doesn’t answer our questions.
1.  Abraham asked to sacrifice is only son who was to become the father of a great nation after him.

2.  Joseph sold as a slave by his brothers and later put in prison 
for a crime he didn’t commit and later became prime minister.
Genesis 50:20 You meant it for evil, God meant it for good.
We don’t understand why God allows evil to happen to us.
2.  Traveler fenced in      :8
Walled up (KJB fenced up, NIV blocked) – Heb. an enclosing.
The idea is that you are not able to escape from the situation.

Job feels God has blocked his path so he cannot move and cannot see what is ahead because it is dark.  We like to feel that we are free to go where we want and to know what the future holds.
When we can’t we feel that we are not in control which is 
where God wants us so we would trust him.

Another way to describe being restricted is not being able to see.
Set darkness – so he cannot see where his is going.
Before there were street lights it was difficult to see in the dark.
Travelers often stopped where they were when the sun went down.

  Application
Wiersbe – “At times God permits his children to experience darkness on a dead-end street where they don’t know which way 
to turn.  Wait for the Lord to give you light in his time.  Don’t try to manufacture your own light or to borrow light from others.” 

Isaiah 50:10 Let him who walks in the darkness and has no light 
         trust in the name of the Lord and rely upon his God. 

When you don’t understand what is happening continue to trust 
in the sovereignty, faithfulness, goodness and mercy of God.
· There may be times when God never reveals why.
· Or when he never answers our questions.
· Or when it seems he doesn’t care.

Raymond Edman – “Never doubt in the dark what God has taught you in the light.”  The truth you have learned in the light will become even more meaningful in the darkness.

On the wall of a synagogue in Colone, Germany during WWII.
    “I believe in the sun even when it is not shining and
            I believe in God even when he is silent.”
Contemporary song, I’ll Trust You, by Richard Smallwood
Even though I can't see and I can't feel your touch
I will trust you lord how I love you so much
Though my night's may seem long and I feel so alone
Lord my trust is in you I surrender to you.

Everything that I see tells me not to believe
But I'll trust you lord you have never failed me
My past still controls me will this pain ever leave
But I'll trust you lord no one else like you do.

So many painful thoughts try to pull my mind
And I wonder how I will make it through this time
But I'll trust you Lord it's not easy
Sometimes the pain in my life makes you seem far away
But I'll trust you I need to know you're here
Through the tears and the pain through 
the heart ache and rain I'll trust you.

3.  King dethroned      :9
Glory – Heb. dignity, honor, riches, splendor which was measured in land property, wealth.  He was once honored and now he has been humbled; he was the highest and now he is the lowest.

Before his calamities came Job was one of “the greatest men in the east” (1:3), but now all that honor was gone and he was suffering.

Crown – another symbol of dignity, honor and respect.
Psalm 8:5 God you have made man a little lower than the 
heavenly beings and crowned him with glory and honor.

No longer is Job respected as one of the great men of his day.
He is accused by his friends of hiding some great sin.
They have lost their respect for him and now mock him.

  Application
We don’t know why people suffer so we must be careful of judging them for whatever has happened in their life.
4.  Building destroyed      :10
He breaks me down – like a building being torn down so it is now useless.  He sees God as destroying him personally.  If something doesn’t change physically, he believes he is going to die.

Hope – Heb. expectation (6:8 to long for).
Note: The word hope occurs 12 times in the book of Job. 
In his troubles there is a lot of talk about hope.
Job 5:15-16 God saves the needy . . . so the poor have hope. 

My hope has he pulled up – he accuses God of taking away his future expectation of living out his life in pleasant circumstances.
His possessions, family and even his health has been broken down so he feels nothing is left.  Any hope in things changing are now gone as he feels like a tree pulled out of the ground.

Note: This isn’t blasphemy but rather the brutal honesty of someone who is suffering greatly and cannot understand why.

       Hope provides us a purpose for living.
Hal Lindsey – “Man can live forty days without food, 
about three days without water, about eight minutes 
  without air . . . but only a second without hope.”

  Application
If you are a Christian, you have hope in the faithfulness of God.
Romans 15:13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
 peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit 
                   you may abound in hope.

Reasons for our hope:
· Hope knowing your sins are forgiven through Christ.
· Hope of going to heaven when your life is over.
· Hope of justice when Christ returns.
· Hope of having a heavenly body without pain.
· Hope of seeing loved ones again.
5.  City surrounded      :11-12
Kindled – Heb. to burn.  It is always used of anger.
Kindled his wrath – he believes he is the object of God’s anger.

Counts me as his adversary – he believes God is against him because he views Job as one who opposes God like the wicked.

God viewed Job as “blameless and upright” (1:1).  But Job does not see himself as God sees him.  He believes God stands against him because of the suffering he is experiencing.

We do not always see ourself the way God sees us because we cannot see what God is doing in our life at the moment.  We must trust that God is working out his plan and will for our life.

:12 Troops – he feels overwhelmed by God.
Siege ramp (KJB way) – a dirt ramp made to get up to the 
level of walls in order to get over the city walls.

Around my tent – he feels God has declared war on him and is now treating him like an enemy when they used to be friends.

APPLICATION
Don’t allow your feelings to determine your faith because they change with the circumstances which change in our life.
Psalm 31:14-15 I trust in you, O Lord; I say, “You are my God.” 
                                 My times are in your hand.

Despite his questions about God, Elie Wiesel prayed, “Let us 
make up.  It is unbearable to be divorced from you so long.”

CONCLUSION
The hymn, Be Still, My Soul, was written by Katharin von Schlegel in 1752 as the result of a revival movement in Germany.
Be still, my soul: the Lord is on thy side.
Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain.
Leave to thy God to order and provide;
In every change, He faithful will remain.
Be still, my soul: thy best, thy heav’nly Friend
Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end.

Be still, my soul: thy God doth undertake
To guide the future, as He has the past.
Thy hope, thy confidence let nothing shake;
All now mysterious shall be bright at last.
Be still, my soul: the waves and winds still know
His voice Who ruled them while He dwelt below.

Be still, my soul: the hour is hast’ning on
When we shall be forever with the Lord.
When disappointment, grief, and fear are gone,
Sorrow forgot, love’s purest joys restored.
Be still, my soul: when change and tears are past
All safe and blessed we shall meet at last.

PRAYER
Psalm 42:5,6,8,9,11
5 Why are you cast down, O my soul,
                 and why are you in turmoil within me?
              Hope in God; for I shall again praise him,
                 my salvation 6 and my God.
  My soul is cast down within me;
    therefore I remember you.

8 By day the Lord commands his steadfast love,
    and at night his song is with me,
    a prayer to the God of my life.
9 I say to God, my rock:
    “Why have you forgotten me?

11 Why are you cast down, O my soul,
    and why are you in turmoil within me?
Hope in God; for I shall again praise him,
    my salvation and my God.



