


PERFECT KING
Jeremiah 23:1-5

When king David died his son Solomon became king.  During the 40 years he reigned he built a fortress in the valley of Megiddo
where he kept some of his 12,000 horses.  He also built fortress cities south of Jerusalem for protection.  But his greatest project was building the temple, which was 180 feet long, 90 feet wide 
and 50 feet high.   The highest point of the temple was 207 feet high.  The temple with all of its beauty of gold cost a lot of money so the people were taxed heavy.

When he died his son Rehoboam became king and the people asked him to reduce their taxes.  But he decided he would not, 
but instead make them even heavier.  The result was the ten northern tribes broke away and formed their own nation which 
from that point on in the OT was called Israel.

The qualities of a good leader are caring, diligent, encouraging, just, helpful, humble, trustworthy, understanding, wise . . .

MacArthur – “Leadership is influence.  The ideal leader is someone whose life and character motivate people to follow.  
The best kind of leadership derives its authority first from the 
force of a righteous example and not merely from the power 
                of prestige, personality or position.”

LEADERS SHOULD CARE      :1-2
Shepherds (KJB pastors) – Heb. to care for the needs of.
There were two main functions of a shepherd: to feed and 
protect the sheep.  They are described in Psalm 23:2-4 
He makes me lie down in green pastures.
He leads me beside still waters.  He restores my soul.
He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake.
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
            I will fear no evil, for you are with me; 
           your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
The shepherds included both the political and the religious leaders of the nation of Judah – the king and the priests.

Destroy and scatter – the leaders because of their injustice in 
not following God’s laws and of their oppression over the people who they were to care for and protect.

My pasture – the people belonged to God, not the leaders.
Psalm 100:3 We are his people, the sheep of his pasture.

:2 Instead of caring for the needs of the people the leaders had cared for themselves and their own welfare and prosperity.

Not attended (KJB not visited) – Heb. to care for or look after their welfare meaning their emotional and physical well-being.
I Samuel 17:18 Jesse told David, “See if your brothers are well.”
They were soldiers in the army of Saul facing the Philistines.

Charles Blackwood is one of the characters in Shirley 
Jackson’s novel, We Have Always Lived in a Castle – 
“A true ruler is measured by the care they show their people.”
· Are they helping or hurting the lives of the people?
· Do they care about the lives of the people they govern?

I will attend (play on words) – God would punish them for their evil deeds against his people.  Since they did not show kindness 
to the people God would judge them without kindness.

  Application
God is always just in his punishment of sin because he is holy.
God will do to them that they have done to his people.
He will not give them mercy but instead judgment.

Leaders are not perfect, but they should care for the needs 
of the people and not just serve for their own benefit.
Pastors should teach the truth, so people know what God has said.
Elders should care for the people and protect them from apostasy. 
LEADERS WILL BE REPLACED      :3-4
God would act as a good shepherd to gather the people from their Babylonian captivity and bring them back to the Promised Land.

Remnant – Heb. what is left or the remainder.
God has always kept a remnant of people who were faithful to him.
Genesis 7:1 God said to Noah, “Go into the ark, you and all your household (total of 8 people) for I have seen that you are righteous
                         before me in this generation.”

All the countries – not just Assyria and Babylon where they were taken into captivity, but wherever his people were living.

:4 God would see to it they had good leadership instead of leaders who only cared about themselves and what was in it for them.
By nature, man is selfish and therefore doesn’t care about others.

Care (KJB feed) – Heb. to rule or shepherd (same word as :1).
Historically faithful leaders who cared for the needs of the people would rule the nation after the 70 years of Babylon captivity – 
Ezra the priest and Nehemiah the governor.

  Application
God set up rulers and removed them according to how they
cared for his people.  He wanted rulers who would be just 
and righteous and as a result would reflect his character.

In your dealings with people are you just and righteous?
· Do you care for their needs?
· Do you play favorites?
· Are you fair or just?
· Are you kind?

Colossians 3:12 Put on as God's chosen ones, holy 
and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility. 
Kindness is the true revealer of a person’s greatness.
RIGHTEOUS KING WILL REIGN      :5
  Future
Behold – Heb. certainly or surely,
It was used to point out persons, places or things.

The days are coming – in the future when God is going to do something that he promised his people 500 years earlier.

  Fulfillment
Rise up – Heb. build, erect, or set up meaning to cause something to come forth or to raise up someone as a judge (Judges 2:18).
Jeremiah 29:15 The Lord has raised up prophets for us in Babylon.

Righteous – Heb. (206x) – Heb. holy or just meaning the person lives according to the law of God instead of his sinful nature.
Branch – Heb. literally sprout.  It was a symbol of the Messiah Isaiah 11:1 shoot from Jesse; 53:2 tender shoot.

Righteous branch – godly king compared to all the evil kings such as: Jehoahaz (II Kings 23:32) Jehoiakim (Jer. 22:13-19) and Jehoiachin (II Kings 24:9) or Zedekiah (II Kings 24:18-19).
  
This king would be a man after God’s own heart like David was 
(I Samuel 13:14).  He would honor God with his reign.

  His physical birth
Matthew 2:1-2 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem . . . behold, 
wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is 
he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star 
        when it rose and have come to worship him.”

  His personal return
Revelation 19:15-16 From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron. He will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. On his robe and on his thigh, he has a name written, 
                      King of kings and Lord of lords.
  His godly character
Deal wisely (KJB prosper) – Heb. have insight or understanding.
Daniel 1:4 The requirements to be part of Nebuchadnezzar’s training: “Youths without blemish, of good appearance and skillful
     in all wisdom, endowed with knowledge, understanding.”

Isaiah 11:2 We are given a description of the Messiah.
The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom 
      and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might.
  
This person would have the wisdom of Solomon but also live a righteous life that completely honored God who chose him.

Execute – Heb. accomplish or make happen.
With his authority as king, he will be able to do what he desires.
No one will be able to stop his agenda because he is sovereign.

Justice (KJB judgment) – Heb. doing what is right or fitting.
In other words, the punishment will fit the crime.
Crime will not go unpunished, but correct punishment will be given.  This is the opposite of injustice where people get away 
with their crime because the judge is too lenient. 

Righteousness – Heb. holy or just meaning to live according 
to the law of God.  He would uphold God’s standard.

He would do what was right so God would be pleased with him.
Matthew 3:17 At Jesus’ baptism, a voice came from heaven said, 
       “This is my beloved Son with whom I am well pleased.”

APPLICATION
  Facts
There are no perfect leaders because all men are sinners.
There will be injustice until Christ reigns on the earth.
There is coming a day when Christ will set up his kingdom.


  Faith
Don’t be unsettled about current world events.
Don’t believe every news story you hear.

Do believe Jesus will return and set up his kingdom.
Do believe the promises of God in the Bible.
· Hebrews 13:5 I will never leave you or forsake you.
· Hebrews 13:6 The Lord is my helper; I will not fear.
We pray Revelation 22:20 Come, Lord Jesus!

CONCLUSION
The hymn, Rejoice, the Lord is King, was written by Charles Wesley in 1744 as a celebration of Christ’s kingship.  As an evangelist and pastor, he knew firsthand the challenges facing 
the masses of people to whom he preached. In an age marked 
by political upheaval, society’s ills, and spiritual weakness, 
he wanted to lift people’s eyes above their circumstances to 
the One whose kingdom cannot fail.

Rejoice, the Lord is King: your Lord and King adore!
Rejoice, give thanks and sing, and triumph evermore.
Lift up your heart, Lift up your voice!
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice!

Jesus, the Savior, reigns, the God of truth and love;
When He has purged our stains, He took his seat above;
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice!
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice!

His kingdom cannot fail, he rules o'er earth and heav'n;
The keys of death and hell are to our Jesus giv'n:
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice!
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice!

Rejoice in glorious hope! Our Lord and judge shall come
And take His servants up to their eternal home:
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice!
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice!

PRAYER
Psalm 72 was written by Solomon.

Give the king your justice, O God,
    and your righteousness to the royal son!
2 May he judge your people with righteousness,
    and your poor with justice!
3 Let the mountains bear prosperity for the people,
    and the hills, in righteousness!
4 May he defend the cause of the poor of the people,
    give deliverance to the children of the needy,
    and crush the oppressor!

8 May he have dominion from sea to sea,
    and from the River to the ends of the earth!

11 May all kings fall down before him,
    all nations serve him!
12 For he delivers the needy when he calls,
    the poor and him who has no helper.
13 He has pity on the weak and the needy,
    and saves the lives of the needy.






