


GODLY FEAR
Isaiah 8:11-15

Proverbs 1:7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge.
  2:2 If you make your ear attentive to wisdom . . .  
  2:5 then you will understand the fear of the Lord. 

Fear – Heb. respect or reverence because of their position.
I Peter 2:17 Fear God. Honor the emperor. 
God is just and holy so he punishes sin.

M. Henry – “Of all things that are to be known this is most evident, that God is to be feared, to be reverenced, served, and worshipped; 
                   this is so the beginning of knowledge.”

Beginning – Heb. chief, first, most important or principle.
It is the foundation from which everything else is established.

Godly fear should not come from dread of the power of God to punish us for our sins, but rather from the glory of his majesty.

William Gouge – Godly fear arises from faith in the mercy and goodness of God.” When the soul feels “a sweet taste of God’s goodness” and finds “that in his favor only all happiness consists,
      it is stricken with such an inward awe and reverence.”

John Flavel in, Triumphing Over Sinful Fear, wrote, “Some 
fear more than they ought, some before they ought, and others when they ought not at all. The carnal (sinful) person fears man, 
not God.  The strong Christian fears God, not man.  The weak Christian fears man too much and God too little.

There is a fear which is the effect of sin. It springs from guilt and hurries the soul into more guilt. Here is a fear which is the effect 
of grace. It springs from our love for God and His interest and
              drives the soul to Him in the way of duty.”

Historical background      :6-8
  Human alliances      :6-8
The people of Judah rejoiced when the Assyrians defeated Rezin the king of Syria and Pekah the king of Israel because they believed their alliance with Assyria had saved them.

:7 God would also punish them because they did not trust in him to defend them. They believed they had made the right decision because the circumstances turned out in their favor.

The River – the mighty Euphrates River was a symbol of the Assyrian’s who would come and invade their land.

Glory – was the word the Assyrians used to describe the terrifying power of their king as he defeated one nation after another.

:8 The implication is that Assyria will almost, but not quite, annihilate the nation of Judah.  In 701 BC when they invaded the land the Assyrians did not capture or destroy Jerusalem. 

O Immanuel – Heb. God with us (7:14 the name to be given to the child born of a virgin). The name conveys God’s promise to bless, protect and save his people.  God uses this name on the nation of Judah because they were the object of his care.

  Divine sovereignty      :9-10
The Assyrians would invade the land, but they would not have a lasting victory.  Warren Wiersbe – “God was with his people and 
                 would deliver them for His name’s sake.”

:10 Human counsel may or may not be in accord with God’s will.
God is with us – Heb. Immanuel.  God is with the remnant of Judah, which he will not allow to be destroyed.

The Assyrian army did invade the land and camped around Jerusalem certain to defeat it, but at night the angel of the Lord went out and struck down 185,000 soldiers (37:36).
A.W. Pink – “Divine sovereignty means that God is God in fact, as well as in name, that He is on the throne of the universe, directing
    all things, working all things according to His own will.”

  Application
Nothing in my life happens without God allowing it.
That includes the good things as well as the bad things, the joys 
as well as the sorrows, the blessings as well as the hard times.

Sorrows –disappointments, heartaches, or death of a loved one. 
Psalm 23:4 Even though I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me.

Joys – birth of a child, gift, promotion or unexpected blessing.
Psalm 23:5-6 You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life.

FEAR CONDEMNED      :11-12
  Warning      :11
God firmly told Isaiah not to go along with the popular opinion 
of trusting in Assyria.  God wanted him to be an example to the rulers of someone who trusted in God, not alliances.

  Fear       :12
Conspiracy (KJB confederacy) – Heb. unlawful alliance. 
I Kings 16:20 KJB treason meaning to rebel against authority.

II Samuel 15:12 Absalom sent for Ahithophel David's counselor and the conspiracy (to overthrow David as king) grew strong.
A conspiracy is a group of people working together to overthrow what is legally accepted as what is right.  

Fear – Heb. tremble causing you to not know what to do.
Isaiah 7:4 NIV Keep calm and don’t be afraid.

What they fear – the coming invasion from the north.
They tremble because there is nothing, they can do to stop it.
Dread (KJB afraid) – Heb. tremble a synonym of the word fear. 
Paraphrase – Don’t be afraid of what the people are afraid of or tremble because of the present circumstances you are facing.

King Ahaz was under pressure to join alliances with Israel and Syria to stand against Assyria.  Ahaz refused to join with them 
and Judah was attacked.  God sent Isaiah to Ahaz and told him 
you do not have to be afraid of them; you just have to trust in God.

The people considered Isaiah a traitor because he said they were wrong to rely on Assyria.  His advice opposed the contemporary wisdom that they should make alliances for their protection.

Isaiah believed they should depend upon the covenant they had made with God to protect them.  Exodus 19:5 If you keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples.
Gill – Treasured possession was “to be highly valued by him, 
and as carefully preserved as the richest treasure among men.”

  Application
Fear is the result of not trusting in the sovereignty of God.
1. We don’t believe he will intervene of our behalf.
The result is we take things into our own hands.

2. We don’t understand why God allowed something to happen.
The result is our faith in God grows weaker.

FAITH ENCOURAGED      :13-15
  God      :13
Honor (KJB sanctify) – Heb. to treat as holy or sacred.
It was used of the tabernacle where they worshiped God.

Honor as holy – set God apart from all other kings and rulers because he alone is sovereign.  You cannot trust in both God 
and man, you have to choose who you will truly trust.
Joshua 24:15 Choose you this day whom you will serve . . .
Fear – Heb. a noun meaning to show reverence for. 
Do not fear the people (:12), but the Lord who determines what 
will certainly happen.  He is the ultimate authority to whom everyone must submit and in whom all may trust.
Isaiah 12:2 God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid. 

William Gurnall – “We fear men so much because
                         we fear God so little.”

  Division      :14
Sanctuary (NIV holy place) – Heb. consecrated place.
The word was used for the tabernacle and temple.

The idea was God would be a refuge for all of those who trusted 
in him instead of believing Assyria would protect them.  God wanted to be the source of their faith and hope, not anyone else.

Warren Wiersbe – “The Jewish political leaders were asking, 
‘Is it popular?  It is safe?’  But the prophet was asking, 
‘Is it right?  Is it the will of God?’  When you fear the Lord, 
        you don’t need to fear people or circumstances.”

Stone of offense – the leaders of the nation refused to accept the promise of God through the prophet Isaiah.   

Rock of stumbling – the leaders of the nation refused to believe 
God would protect them from the coming invasion.

  Application
There are only two responses to the promise of God.
Either a person believes them or rejects them.
The result is they are either protected of punished.

Saving faith believes God will protect me.
Saving faith believes Jesus died for me to be forgiven.
The only thing I must do is believe he died in my place.


  Punishment      :15
The repetition here of so many nearly synonymous words 
is emphatic, and shows that it would be certainly done.

As a result of the leader’s unbelief in the promise of God to protect them many of the people would be taken captive by the Assyrians. 
When the Assyrians took the ten northern tribes’ captive in 722 BC. they never returned like Judah after 70 years of captivity.

APPLICATION
Spurgeon – “Godly fear which we need to cultivate, for it leads 
to repentance, and confession of sin, to aspirations after holiness, and to the utter rejection of all self-complacency and self-conceit.”

This means that we are no longer lovers of self and haters of God, but lovers of God and haters of self. As a result, we surrender ourselves to God’s will.  Ask yourself:

Does this honor and please God?
In my daily choices – how I spend my time and money.

In my personal decisions – that have longer consequences.

In my spiritual walk – developing the fruits of the Spirit.

William Gouge gave a good summary of godly fear which results in – “a careful endeavor to please God and a careful avoiding 
             of such things as offend the Majesty of God.”

CONCLUSION
The hymn, O Worship The King, was written by Robert Grant in 1833.  He was born in India, where his father was a director of the East India Company. He had a distinguished public career a Governor of Bombay and as a member of the British Parliament.

The hymn is a paraphrase of Psalm 104 which reveals God as a majestic king who is great but also caring for his subjects.

O worship the King all-glorious above,
O gratefully sing his power and his love:
our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days,
pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise.

O tell of his might and sing of his grace,
whose robe is the light, whose canopy space.
His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form,
and dark is his path on the wings of the storm.

Your bountiful care, what tongue can recite?
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light;
it streams from the hills, it descends to the plain,
and sweetly distills in the dew and the rain.

Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail,
in you do we trust, nor find you to fail.
Your mercies, how tender, how firm to the end,
our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend!


PRAYER
Martin Luther wrote a prayer, To Be Filled by God.
Behold, Lord, I am an empty vessel that needs to be filled.
O Lord, fill me.  I am weak in faith; strengthen me.
  I am cold in love; warm me to the point of zeal.
  I do not have a steadfast belief.
  I suffer from doubt, and 
  I am unable to trust completely.

O Lord, help me.
Increase my faith and strengthen my trust.
All my good treasure is stored in you . . .
I want to have you from whom 
I can receive everything,
 but to whom I can give nothing.





