OUR ONLY SAVIOR
Isaiah 43:1-4

Mary Stevenson grew up during the Great Depression with seven siblings.  Her mother died when she was just six years old.  She originally wrote the poem, Footprints in the Sand, in 1936 when she was only 14 years old.  Unfortunately, she did not keep a copy, however in 1984 she found a copy which was dated 1939 tucked away in an old travel case with other poems.  Therefore, the record states that the original version of, Footprints in the Sand, was written in 1939.  It is sometimes referred to as, “I Had A Dream.”

One night a man had a dream.  He dreamed he was walking along the beach with the Lord.  Across the sky flashed scenes from his life.  For each scene, he noticed two sets of footprints in the sand:
one belonging to him, and the other to the Lord.

When the last scene of his life flashed before him, he looked back at the footprints in the sand.  He noticed that many times along the path of his life there was only one set of footprints.

He also noticed that it happened at the very lowest and saddest times in his life.  This really bothered him and he questioned the Lord about it.  “Lord, You said that once I decided to follow you,
You'd walk with me all the way.  But I have noticed that during 
the most troublesome times in my life, there is only one set of footprints.  I don't understand why, when I needed you most, you would leave me.”  The Lord replied, “My son, My precious child, 
I love you and I would never leave you. During your times of trial and suffering, when you see only one set of footprints, it was then that I Carried You.”

There are times when we are going through trials and suffering 
that we feel God is not present with us and we wonder why.
We may feel that God has abandoned us when we needed him.

Scripture teaches that God is with us and supports us when we are going through trials so that our faith may and trust will increase.

Background      42:18-25
Because the nation refused to listen to what God had to say and refused to see what he was doing, God punished them (:22,25).

DELIVERED      :1
But now – as opposed to his punishment, God would deliver them.
Four statements are given about Israel belonging to God:
1. Created you – God created them as a nation when he delivered them from slavery in Egypt by opening the Red Sea for them.

2. Formed you – God formed them into a nation to be his special people when he gave them the Ten Commandments and his law.
He determined how they would worship when he gave them instructions on how to build the tabernacle and offer sacrifices.

O Jacob . . . O Israel – together suggest God’s grace to an unworthy people and the great purpose he had for them.
These names are reassuring because of the special relationship the nation had with God as a result of the covenant he made with them.

Fear not – the punishment God will bring on them.
Fear is the absence of faith that God is in control.

God is going to allow the Babylonians to destroy the city 
of Jerusalem and the temple as punishment for their sins.
But they do not have to fear that God is done with them.
He is always faithful to keep the covenant he made with them. 

3. Redeemed you – Heb. to buy back or pay a ransom so you are free (41:14).  Boaz redeemed Naomi’s property which belonged 
to his relative Elimelech (Ruth 4). 

Note: It is used 18x in Isaiah of God redeeming his people from bondage to other nations (41:14; 44:6,22,23; 48:20; 49:7).   
  
God would deliver his people from captivity and through the Messiah deliver them from their sins.  Calvin – “God has redeemed
    us to himself before the effect of redemption happened.” 

4. Called you – conveys a tenderness that you belong to the one who called you.  Calvin – “It is to admit into a close relationship, 
        as when we are adopted by God to be his children.”  

John 10:3 He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.
The call of God to an individual is always effectual.  
God calls a person and the individual always responds.
No one that God calls to salvation will ever be lost.

Gill – “Those whom Christ has redeemed by his precious blood, they are called by the grace of God to special blessings of grace, with a high, holy, and heavenly calling; and have no reason 
    to fear anything, since they are the chosen of God.”

Summary – you are mine because he was the one who made them a nation when he brought the 12 tribes out of slavery in Egypt some 800 years earlier.  Calvin – “They are his dear inheritance, 
      of which he will never suffer himself to be robbed.” 

When God saves us from our sins we belong to him.
I Corinthians 6:19-20 You are not your own, for you were brought with a price.  Christ died for your sins to be forgiven by God.

PROTECTED      :2
Psalm 66:12 uses symbolism to describe Israel leaving Egypt 
and going through the wilderness to the Promised Land.
              We went through fire and through water.
         yet you brought us out to a place of abundance. 
Water and fire – are a proverbial expression of all kinds of danger.
Henry – “How gracious God’s design was in bringing them into this distress and danger . . . for then we may see God’s grace 
and love at the bottom of them and our own benefit in the end.

Through the waters and rivers and flame – describe the affliction through which God will bring his people to safety.
 
Through the waters – like the nation had done when they had passed through the Red Sea with a wall of water on each side.

With – Heb. beside, close to, next to. 
God was with Joseph when he was in Potiphar’s house (Gen. 39:2) and when he was unjustly put in prison (Gen. 39:21).
Psalm 23:4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow 
        of death, I will fear no evil for thou art with me.

Rivers – reference to when the nation crossed the Jordan River to enter the Promised Land. Joshua 3:16 The waters coming down from above stood and rose up in a heap very far away. 

Overwhelm (KJB overflow) – Heb. engulf or surround. 
Isaiah 30:28 An overflowing stream that reaches up to the neck.
The picture is of water that carries you away with its power.

Through fire – symbolic of severe trials and suffering.
This was literally fulfilled when Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were put into the fiery furnace but did not die.  Daniel 3:27 The hair on their heads was not singed, their cloaks were not harmed (burnt) and no smell of fire had come on them.

Thomas Brooks – “God hath in himself all power to defend you.”

  Application
Trials and suffering are part of living in a sinful world.
There is no way to escape experiencing them.

1. Some suffering is the result of living in a sinful world.
· We may be persecuted for our faith.
· We may be involved in an accident.

2. Some trials are the result of our own choices.
· How we choose to spend our money.
· How we choose to spend our time.

3. Some sufferings are physical.
· We get sick or come down with some disease.
· We may have an accident such as a fall.

Spurgeon – “God’s people and affliction are intimate companions.
Many an heir of heaven has experienced severe trials.  The depth 
 of our griefs cannot compare with the height of our happiness.”

PURCHASED      :3
Holy One of Israel – (26x in Isaiah) – calls attention to his awe-inspiring splendor (5:19,24; 10:20) in contrast to their sin.

Savior – Heb. deliver, preserve or rescue.
One who delivers you from danger or rescues you.
19:20 When they cry to the Lord because of oppressors, 
he will be to them a savior and defender and deliver them.

Puritan David Clarkson – “The titles of God are virtually promises, when he is called a sun, a shield, a strong tower, a hiding place,
 . . . faith may conclude as much out of these as out of promises.”

Gave – a substitution of one thing in the place of another.
Ransom – payment to set someone free from debt or slavery.
Exchange (not in the KJB) – to trade one thing for another.

Egypt, Cush (Ethiopia) and Seba (Southern Araba) – 
Herbert Wolf – “These three nations symbolize Israel’s great worth.  The Persians were able to conquer these lands and this 
 may be viewed as their reward for giving Israel its freedom.”

The Persian King Cyrus allowed the Jews to go back to the Promised Land after the 70 years of being captive in Babylon
(Ezra 1:1-4) just as God had said he would through Jeremiah.
God is always faithful to keep his promises.

Christ ransomed us by his sacrifice on the cross.
Mark 10:45 Jesus said, “The Son of Man came not to be served 
    but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
J.C. Ryle – The death of Christ “was the public payment by 
an Almighty Representative of the debts of sinful man to a holy God.  By that death Jesus made a full and complete satisfaction for man’s countless transgressions.  Christ bore our sins.  
        He paid a full and complete ransom for us.”
PRECIOUS      :4
Precious – Heb. to be esteemed or highly valued. 
13:12 I will make a man more precious than gold.

Honored – Heb. esteemed or respected.
29:13 With their lips (speech) they honor God.

Love – Heb. to delight in or desire.
56:10 Watchmen . . . loving to slumber (watches are long).

They are precious and honored because they were chosen by 
God to be his people.  Exodus 19:5 If you keep my covenant,
 you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples.

Believers are precious to God because we have been chosen.
Ephesians 1:4 God chose us in Christ before the foundation 
of the world that we should be holy and blameless before him.

Believers are precious because they trust in Christ.
I Peter 1:19 Ransomed with the precious blood of Christ.
2:4,5 As you come to Christ, a living stone rejected 
by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious.

Summary statement      :11
I, I am the LORD – Yahweh the eternal sovereign God.
Besides (NIV apart from) – Heb. except or without.
Note: This is a rare word used 17 times (36:10; 44:6,8; 45:6,21).

No Savior – no one else would deliver or rescue them.
Without God’s help they would be left to themselves.
Only he would be able to rescue them from danger.

Gill – No Savior, either in a temporal or spiritual sense; the gods 
of the Heathens could not save them out of their present troubles, 
    and much less save them with an everlasting salvation.”

Calvin – There is no Savior besides me, “reveals God’s power 
   and goodness, which he constantly exercises towards us.”

CONCLUSION
We are not certain who wrote the hymn, How Firm A Foundation, which was published in London in 1787 based on Isaiah 43:2.

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in His excellent word!
What more can He say than to you He hath said—
To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?

“Fear not, I am with thee, oh, be not dismayed,
For I am thy God, and will still give thee aid;
I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand,
Upheld by My gracious, omnipotent hand.

“When through the deep waters I call thee to go,
The rivers of sorrow shall not overflow;
For I will be with thee thy trouble to bless,
And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.

“When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie,
My grace, all-sufficient, shall be thy supply;
The flame shall not harm thee; I only design
Thy dross to consume and thy gold to refine.

“The soul that on Jesus doth lean for repose,
I will not, I will not, desert to his foes;
That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,
I’ll never, no never, no never forsake.”

PRAYER
The prayer, Kept By God, from the Valley of Vision:
Jehovah God,
Thou Creator, Upholder, Proprietor (owner) of all things,
I cannot escape from thy presence or control,
  nor do I desire to do so.

My privilege is to be under the agency (control) of 
  omnipotence, righteousness, wisdom,
  patience, mercy and grace . . .



My recovery cannot spring from any cause in me,
  I can destroy myself but cannot save myself.
Yet thou hast laid help on One (Jesus) that is mighty
  for there is mercy with thee,
  and exceeding riches in thy kindness
  through Jesus. 

